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East Lansing, M chigan
Wednesday, August 21, 2019 - 9:32 a.m

EFSTRATI A KALFAG ANNI
(At 9:32 a.m, called by Dr. Prom sl ow and
previously sworn by the reporter, testified as
foll ows)

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DOUKOURE

o > O F

Good nor ni ng.
Good nor ni ng.
My nane is Any Doukoure. |'man attorney. |'m defending
Prof essor Akbulut in these proceedi ngs.
Can you say your |ast nanme for nme just so | know
I'"msaying it correctly, please?
Kal fagi anni .  Kal f agi anni .
Kal f agi anni ?
Yes.
Ckay. So you testified yesterday that you did not sit on any
of the commttees that occurred in the original penalty
agai nst Professor Akbulut; correct?
Yes. | was not on the advisory or the review part of it.
And you testified yesterday that Professor Akbulut was a
wel | - established nmat hematici an when he came to MSU; correct?
Yes. He was established nmat henatician, yes.

And you testified yesterday that he was well-respected in the
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field such that you knew his nane prior to comng to MSU
correct?

He had witten a textbook -- a expository text of sone -- and
| may need this in ny field, expository text, so | have seen
his graduate students. That's correct. Yes.

I's he still well-respected in his field?

Wi ch field?

Mat h.

| don't know how to answer this question. The mathematics is

one thing. | don't think the |atest behavior is hel ping
hi nsel f.
I"masking you if he is still currently renowned as a

mat hemat i ci an out si de of MsU

He's established, well-known, but then again it's |oad. Wen
you run the departnment, you have to be doing sonething. Yes.
I's he still doing research, if you know?

| don't follow his research, but | suppose he does. He post

paper, Yyes.

He's still publishing papers; correct?

Yes.

He's still lecturing at national and internationa

uni versities; correct?
| haven't been followi ng history, but yes, it's part of the
j ob, yes.

Ckay. And if he's been invited to speak nationally and
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internationally pursuant to research he's doing to MSU, that
woul d necessarily provide at |east sone reputational benefit
to MBU;, correct?

Ch. | amnot doubting that his mathematics has contri buted
to MSU. |'mnot doubting that. Nobody is.

Ckay. Thank you. You said that -- yesterday when you
testified you said that you began serving on the Advisory
Committee around the tinme that Professor Akbul ut was being
consi dered for serious discipline; is that correct?

| was elected to the Advisory Commttee starting 4, 2017,
yes.

Okay. And that the Advisory Commttee determ ned they didn't
want to serve on Professor Akbulut's matter because they

t hought that it would be better handl ed by people who had not
already -- like who are external to the departnent; correct?
['msorry? Can you repeat?

Sure. Because the question was really sloppy. |'msorry.
So you testified that the Advisory Commttee has stated that
they didn't want to serve on Professor Akbulut's panel
anynore regardi ng the serious discipline because you

t hought -- they thought it would be better if there was an

i ndependent group of people who | ooked at it; correct?

| testified that the Advisory Commttee's -- the mgjority of
the Advisory Commttee had that thought right after we

received the nmessage from Sel man that was presented here
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which we took and is a threat. This is what | testified.
After that people said that they -- they don't -- they no

| onger wish to participate in this, not because they were
afraid they were going to jail, but because they did not want
to be inthe mddle of the -- of the situation that the
previous five commttee find thensel ves.

But didn't you also testify it would be helpful if it didn't
appear that there were conflicts because people had -- people
were already involved with this matter? Wasn't that your
testi nony yesterday as wel | ?

["msorry? Wuld you repeat?

Wasn't it your testinony yesterday that the conmttee thought
that it would be -- there would be |ess conflicts of interest
i f people who were not already involved decided the matter?
The conmttee wanted -- the conmttee as the whol e depart nent
wanted this to stop. Right. At that point we decided that
we cannot handle it ourselves. It is better that it be
handl ed by the university.

And yesterday you testified that you were of fended by the
emai|l regarding salaries; correct?

Correct.

And you testified that students asked you about the enmai
about salaries; correct?

Post docs. My postdocs, yes.

You sai d postdocs and students | believe was your actual
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testinmony. Did any student ask you about that email ?

Not that ermail, no. It was ny postdoc.

Because there was no students on that email; correct?

| am-- | don't renmenber. | don't renmenber. This particular
emai | postdocs asked me. It was sent to math faculty. | am

certain that it was sent to math faculty and postdocs asked
ne.

So if you testified yesterday that students asked you about
this email, that was a m stake; correct?

| didn't testify that.

The information that Professor Akbulut put in that email, is
it public information?

Whi ch i nformation?

The infornation about salaries. |Is that information that's
public to people inside of MSU?

The salaries we get or the email ?

The sal ari es.

The salaries we get, | believe it is public. One can find
it.

So if you wanted to go | ook at everybody's salary in the math
departnent, that would be sonething that you would be
relatively capable of doing; correct?

| never done it, but it is nmy understanding that you can do
that for public universities. However, however, what is not

public information is conparisons between people and --
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But if I find your salary and | find Professor Akbulut's
salary, | could conpare those relatively sinply --

You can conpare those. Definitely you can conpare those.
And | never |ooked at Professor Akbulut's salary, but | feel
confident that it would be higher because he has worked nuch
| onger than ne here. One thing that is not correct -- that
is not correct, Professor Akbulut also put the nunber of
publications that -- of the ten faculty menbers that were on
the list. The nunber of publications as they show on the
server maintained by the American Mathematical Society.

Prof essor Akbul ut has served many tines on the Personne
Commttee, the conmttee that evaluates people, and this is
not how we eval uate people. W don't |ook at what the salary
Is. There are several conponents and there is a very
rigorous way that is given to us by the college | believe.
Was he providing an enploynent evaluation in that email ?

No.

So how t he departnent and the Advisory Commttee for
personnel matters eval uates publications and sal ary increases
is -- wasn't the aimof that email; correct?

What are you asking me? What is our process for evaluating
faculty?

I"mnot. Because you gave ne the process. Wat |' m asking
you, that process really isn't relevant to the information

t hat Professor Akbul ut submtted, is it?
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No. | don't know. The nmessage, as | said yesterday, was to
say that a nunber of people are pronoted by the

adm ni stration and are receiving bonuses for doing the
adm nistrative review. However, nmy nane was there and the
ot her femal e topol ogi st nanme was there. None of us had
served on these admnistrative reviews. 1In fact, | always
wanted to ask why was ny name there.

Did you ever ask Professor Akbul ut?

No.

Ckay. But all the information, that was factual ?

Excuse nme?

The information that was presented about you in that email

was it factual ?

Was it what?

Tr ue.

| have -- the information was that | received a percentage of
salary and | had a nunber of publications. | have not

cal cul ated the percentage of nmy salary. |If it was correct or

not. That is irrelevant to ne.

Ckay.

Wiat is inportant is that this nmessage inplied that | have
recei ved sone kind of bonuses to do sonme type of business.
It was sent to the faculty and to ny understanding it was

sent to chairs of other departnents.

Did it actually say anything about you? Did it mention you
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serving on any commttees?

No.

Have you served on any conmmttees?
Ever? Now? Then?

At that tine.

At that time I mght have -- | don't renmenber. | was not on
the Advisory Committee. | might have -- | serve on
conmttees every year. | don't renmenber if I -- I"msure |

was, but | don't remenber.

But you didn't serve on any of the conmittees --

Rel ated to this case? No.

Thank you. And it didn't nention that you had, did it? The
emai | didn't nmention that you had served on any conmttees;
correct?

No.

And, in fact, there were many peopl e whose sal aries were
listed that were not part of any of the commttees invol ved
with Professor Akbulut; isn't that correct?

Many peopl e?

There were other people besides you that had not served on
any of those commttees; correct? |If you can recall.

| don't recall. There nmay have been one or two, but | --
nostly it was the people on the commttees.

Except for you and naybe one or two other people? That's

your testinony?
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A Except for ne for sure. | don't renmenber about the others.

Q Sure. And when you testified about -- I'mgoing to show you
the email. The email is not really ny main focus, but I'm
going to show it to you to refresh your nmenory since it's
been like a half a day. 1'mtalking about CP-60.

A. Whi ch email ?

Q CP-60 is for everybody else's benefit. | just want to review
t he docunent. CP-60 was under Tab N6. That's 11.N6; right?

A Yes.

MR. REIFENBERG |'m sorry?
M5. DOUKOURE: That's okay.
MR REI FENBERG 11 which?
M5. DOUKOURE: N, as in Nancy, 6.

BY M5. DOUKOURE

Q ["msorry. W're just waiting for everybody.

A Ch.

Q This is the email that you testified yesterday was the
original email, just to be specific, was about an award you
recei ved; correct?

A ( Noddi ng.)

Q And peopl e who received this email surely woul d have known
that you received an award; correct?

A ["msorry? Could you -- | can't hear you

Q They woul d have certainly seen that you had received an

email ? People that were part -- that were party to the
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original email knew that you were receiving the award,
correct?

They know that | received the award? |Is that the question?
Yes. The original email. 1'mtalking about the email where
it says --

| don't think this is the official announcenent of the awards
to the college. | think people in the mathematics depart nent
knew because it was announced, but basically it stays
confidential until it's announced officially. No. People

don't know.

It's not on here. It's clearly not on here. It's mssing
fromthis email. But do you know who the original email was
sent to?

It is the entire -- the entire faculty of the College of

Nat ural Sci ences.

I's the emai|l addressed to that |istserv, NatSci.econom cs?
It's addressed NatSci -- yes.

So the original email was sent to Nat Sci.econom cs at MSU?
That was the nessage -- Professor Akbulut replied to the
nmessage of Dean Duxbury.

Ckay. So that's the original -- I'msorry. That's the
original email. So it went to that listserv; correct?
That is the list, the tenure. Not tenure. Because | had
post docs asking. A friend of m ne who's a postdoc in

chem stry, she received this message. | believe it is the

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
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faculty list for that.

For Nat Sci . econom cs?

Yes.

And then so Professor Akbulut's email is sent to the sane
emai | address, Nat Sci.econom cs; correct?

It is sent to that, yes.

And then it's sent to the NatSci dean; correct?

Yes.

And then it's sent to Fordsara@msu. Do you know who Sara
Ford is?

| don't know who Sara Ford is. | know Osowski, Valerie is a
conmuni cati ons person. She wites news of the coll ege.

Okay. And you don't know who Sara Ford is, though; correct?
No.

And this is not sent to students; correct?

[''msorry?

This emai|l of Professor Akbulut was not sent to any students;
right?

As far as | know

You testified that after this award letter went out you
recei ved several hundred hits on your web page?

Yes.

But this email is sent to the sane group of persons that the
original email was sent to; correct?

Correct.

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
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Q

So anybody who saw that you were getting an award m ght be
Interested in seeing your work on their website; correct?

In principle, yes. But when | received the second award, the
university award, this did not happen

Right. But the original award coul d have sent people to your
web page; correct?

In principle, yes.

And the email that went out by Professor Akbulut did not go
to a larger body of audience of people including students you
stated; correct?

["msorry? Wat was that?

Prof essor Akbulut's response email did not go to students;
correct? You testified to that.

This email, yes. Yes.

Right. And this email did not go to anybody outside of MU
correct?

Vell, | don't have a way to knowthat. Right? It is not --
it may very well be. For instance, in our department faculty
may | eave but still maintain their emai|l address for a few
years. | have no way to know that. So a person nmay wel |l be
wor ki ng at the University of Mssouri say and had | eft MSU
but still maintain an address.

Okay. But the -- this --

So | cannot answer this question.

| understand that. But Professor Akbulut certainly did not

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
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address this emai|l to people outside of MU?

These are the addresses. Dean Duxbury, NatSci academ cs,
Ford, Sara, and Osowski, Valerie. Yes. Those are the

addr esses.

And none of those are people -- he didn't address this enail
to anybody outside of MSU? That's correct?

["msorry?

This email is not addressed to anybody outside of --

Thi s does not contain any addresses outside MsSU, yes. The
ones | see here.

So it's equally likely that people who received the origina
emai | and a second email could have been driven to your
website to check out your research and the reason why you
were receiving the award; correct?

| said in principle, yes. It is not -- however, however,
Dean Duxbury inposed a filter on this address after that, so
no one is able to send email to this address unless they ask
perm ssion fromthe coll ege.

| think you testified to that yesterday; correct?

Yes. And | also said when | received the second award, | did
not see any of this activity on ny web page.

But you still can't tell the difference between whether it
was the original announcenent of the award or the other
emai | ?  You have no idea because they came out to the sane

peopl e?
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Technically, no. But know ng that several people cane to ne
at the awards cerenony and told me that they read the letter,
they were led to go to Professor Akbulut's page to | ook at
t he docunents, | cannot say that people went on nmy web page
to check ny research on it.
But you don't know, correct?
Mat hematical |y speaking, no. But it is a fact that several
peopl e tal ked to ne about this.
About the emmil; correct?
About the email. W addressed the situation in the
departnment, and | said that yesterday --
Did those people tell you they went to your website to check
you out afterwards?
Excuse ne?
Did those people say that his letter drove themto your
websi t e?
No, they did not.

MS. DOUKOURE: Ckay. Thank you. | have not hing
further.

MR, REI FENBERG  Redirect?

DR. PROM SLOW  Yes.

REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY DR. PROM SLOW

H, Effie. Can you just -- you have served on the Personne

Commttee in the Departnent of Mathematics?
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Several tines, yes.

Wiich is the conmttee which does raises?

Yes.

And can you tell us a little bit about the three nmain

categories that --

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object. Her direct
testinony did not cover this. It is not relevant. | did not
ask her on cross-exam nation. | specifically said that there

are no interest. She testified on cross-exam nation that the
emai | that Professor Akbulut was not relevant to the process

in which raises are given. Therefore, I'mgoing to object to
this because formis inappropriate. She didn't testify to it
on direct and she did not testify to it on cross and it is

I nappropri at e.

| said there's a very rigorous process.

M5. DOUKOURE: You have to wait till the judges

answer .
MR REI FENBERG | sustain the objection
M5. DOUKOURE: Thank you.
DR PROM SLON Then |I've got no questions.
Thank you.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Thank you. You are done.
MS. DOUKOURE: After this witness leaves |I'd
like to address sonmething with the Court before we bring the

next witness in, please.
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MR RElI FENBERG But we're not finished.

o

DOUKOURE: Oh, |I'msorry.

MR. REI FENBERG  Any questions? No questions.
Al'l right. Now.

M5. DOUKOURE: Do we want to wait for Ms. Kelley
to return?

MR. REI FENBERG  Yes.

o

DOUKOURE: | just would |ike to address
somet hi ng.
MR. REI FENBERG. Wbuld you like to take a break?
M5. DOUKOURE: |'d like to address sonet hi ng
t hat happened yesterday which | felt was very i nappropriate,
and |'d like to preface this by saying | did not conme here to
argue with people or to fight with people or to scream at
people or to have people screamat ne. | cane up here in a
prof essional capacity to defend ny client and to nake a
record. There are certain things that need to be nmade on the
record so that there's a clear record. W have went through
seven witnesses so far. Four of those w tnesses have
outright refused to answer questions in a responsive nanner.
| have asked this panel to direct w tnesses to answer
questions that | have asked because they flat out refused to
do so. If | ask sonebody |like I asked Ms. Floyd yesterday a
guesti on about whether or not she and her commttee revi ened

certain docunents and she says that's not our nandate, that
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IS not a responsive answer to that question. | mght be able
to understand what she neans. M. Yernak m ght be able to
under st and what she neans. You guys m ght understand what
she neans, and the charging party m ght understand what she
means at this tine. W are going through at |east 12 other

wi tnesses, five are our wi tnesses, and seven days of
testinmony, and the record will not reflect an actual answer
to my question, so | have to repeatedly ask people to
actual |y answer questions, and then this panel is shouting at
nme. M. Kelley is screanming that I'mnot being nice to the
W t nesses, and | have asked for themto answer a question.

In addition to that, Ms. Floyd was allowed to scream at ne
yesterday on the record and that's not appropriate. She
demanded that | explain nmy questions to her, why she should
answer them She told ne -- she said flat out she wasn't
going to answer them She did indicate it wasn't relevant in
a very belligerent and violent manner. And when | tried --
and when this panel did not step in and | tried to rem nd her

that she's not allowed to ask ne questions and she doesn't

get to decide what's relevant, | was rem nded that that's not
appropriate. And all | was trying to do is get her to answer
a guestion about sonething the docunent said. | asked her a

guestion does this docunent say such and such and her
response was "I'Mnot answering that. |It's not rel evant.

You tell me why this is relevant. Your client has had enough

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

21




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

process. This is enough. | don't understand why we're
here.” And we can read the record back because she said al
of that. And I feel I"mup here to nake a record and have

some process, even if it's not a formal process, and |

don't -- 1've done cases that are |i ke way nore enpbtiona
than this case ever should be. 1've done abuse and negl ect
cases. | have done child custody cases. And | have never,

never been screaned at |like that. Because sonebody refuses
and has stated that they're refusing to answer a question and
not had the tribunal in charge direct the witness to not
address people like that or to have to answer questions on
the record. That's not appropriate. And it was very -- the
| ack of professionalismand the belligerence that was all owed
in this roomyesterday was humliating to ne personally. And
normal |y when a witness would act |ike that and not answer
questions, and the judge can tell you this, you can object to
their answer as being non-responsive. You can ask for their
testinmony to be stricken and non-responsive testinony to be
stricken and you can ask a witness to be redirected to answer
questions, and | have tried all of those things, and instead
the witness was allowed to belittle ne, to call ne
ridiculous, and to screamat ne. And going forward | woul d
l'ike that not to happen again. |'mhere to ask -- none of
these witnesses |'massum ng were subpoenaed to be here

because | didn't see a single subpoena, so they volunteer --
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it's not a pleasant experience for anybody, but everybody who
has testified here has volunteered to testify or at |east at
a mninmmagreed to testify, and they should be told that
they have to answer questions honestly and truthfully and to
the best of their ability fromboth sides whether they Iike
it or whether they assune that it's relevant or not. And the
other thing | did not appreciate is when the w tness was
screanm ng at nme, you have Professor Prom sl ow | aughi ng,
noddi ng his head in agreenent, and she -- the w tness was

| ooking at himfor affirmation. She kept repeatedly | ooking
at hi mand he was noddi ng and he was smling, and at that
nmonment that's when ny client is told he's not allowed to
respond to sonething that he heard that he disagrees wth.
And we have Professor Prom slow signaling the witness his
agreenment wth what she says while she's in

cross-exam nation, and | understand he's not a witness -- or
that he's not an attorney and he probably wasn't doing it
intentionally, but she was clearly | ooking back and forth at
him for his approval while she was acting in such an

egregi ous and belligerent manner. And while this is not a
formal proceeding, this is a process. This is part of the
required process. And it has to be fair and equitable and
peopl e have to be professional and there has to be a record
made. People have to respond to questions. |'m asking going

forward that if | ask a question and sonebody gives a
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non-responsi ve answer and | have to re-ask the question three
times | don't get belittled for asking that question again
until | get an actual answer to ny question, because
yesterday three wi tnesses refused, said, well, | don't think
that's relevant and here's why | don't think that's rel evant
and didn't give an actual answer.

MR. REIFENBERG |If you renenber yesterday when
we were tal king about actions on the part of the people at
the tables, | didn't single out the professor. |It's
unaccept abl e to have anyone at the tables affect the
testinony of the witnesses, and | agree with you in terns of
that. But that applies to everybody. Now -- and if you
remenber, | ruled that. Now, | agree that you' ve had
difficulty wiwth respect to non-responsive people. If that's
the case, then the proper approach to take is to challenge
that and ask nme, not have us step in. But you're right. |
mean, if sonebody's being non-responsive, they shouldn't be
non-responsive. And certainly you can ask us. And if, in
fact, it occurs again, then please conpl ain about them being
non-responsive. W can't just step in straightaway. Now --

M5. DOUKOURE: | understand that.

MR. REIFENBERG In the sane situation, if, in
fact, there's difficulty with, in fact, how she's
cross-exam ni ng people, it should also be your job to step in

and tal k about that instead of getting into a battle here.
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But | agree with you. Non-responsive actions on the part of
the witness is not acceptable and, in fact, that should be
dealt with, but the proper way to deal with it is to ask ne
to order them | can't step in wthout you asking ne.

M5. DOUKOURE: Right. But | believe that |'ve
done that. | believe that |I've | ooked several tinmes to the
panel and said can you instruct the witness to answer the
question. | do believe |I've done that and if you | ook
through the record, | think that it will show that.

MR. REIFENBERG And if you | ook at the record,
too, you'll renenber that when you did ask ne | asked her to
respond. But obviously you felt that it hasn't occurred
enough tinmes. And non-responsive actions on the part of the
Wi tness, you're absolutely right. So from now on, please, if
that's happening, stop and ask ne to work it out. What tends
to happen is that -- and the unfortunate thing and what we
got into was | think it's because of the non-responsive
aspect then you start questioning rapid fire and so the
best --

M5. DOUKOURE: After repeating the sane question
that she refused to answer.

MR. REIFENBERG. | know. The best thing to do
there is just say please, they're being non-responsive and
order themto answer and we'll try to deal with that.

M5. DOUKOURE: Sure. And | also do not want the
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W tnesses to demand that | explain to themwhy any of this is
rel evant, why ny questions are relevant. That was so
I nappropri ate yesterday.

MR. REI FENBERG. The same response. |If, in
fact, they're doing that and you have -- and you have
difficulty with that, then ask nme to order that. W really
shouldn't -- we shouldn't be stepping in. Unless you order
us. Now, as | was saying before, | nean, part of this --
some of our difficulty has to do with, too, you have the
ability if, in fact, she's asking questions that you don't
agree with the ability to step in too. Maybe that woul d nmake
things a little bit easier in that sense if you think that
she's going too far.

DR. PROMSLON | just was trying to avoid
st eppi ng over the questions. There wasn't nuch roomfor ne
to speak. | just felt it was on top of. But it's ny
responsibility to stop the process if it's going on.

MR. REI FENBERG  Hopefully we can make it |ess
conflict really in that sense.

M5. DOUKOQURE: That woul d be great.

DR. PROM SLOW That woul d be appreciated al
t he way.

MR. REI FENBERG  And, you know, this -- although
at first this mght seemto be not as bad as a child custody

thing, obviously there are -- people's feelings have been
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BY DR. PROM SLOW

badly hurt in this situation.

MS. DOUKOURE:  Sure.

MR REIFENBERG And so it's probably as bad as
two parents fighting over who gets the custody of the child
or the dog or sonething like that. Al right. Thank you.
So we are --

DR SMTH W're all good.

MR. REIFENBERG So is there another w tness?

DR. PROM SLOW  Yes.

RAJESH KULKARNI

(At 10:12 a.m, called by Dr. Prom sl ow and

sworn by the reporter, testified as foll ows)

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

Thank you. Can you pl ease state your full name?

Raj esh Kul karni .

Can you give us your background as it relates to this process
and adm ni strative issue?

| have been a professor at MSU since 2013. | came here to
MSU in 2002, so |'ve been with the departnment for 17 years.

If you can speak into the m crophone. The sound is -- the
quality here is very --

So |l was -- | becane a full professor in June of 2013. |[|'ve
been in the university since 17 years. And | was on the

Advisory Commttee for the past two years starting with 2017
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BY DR PROM SLOW
Q

A
Q
A

and ending in 2019. My of 2019.

You were an el ected nenber of the Advisory Conmttee?

Yes. | was an el ected nenber of the Advisory Conmttee.

I''mgoing to hand you --

Actually I was also -- it may pertain to this, but I was al so

a menber of the Personnel Conmittee | think 2015 to 2017.

was al so an el ected nenber of the committee.

I'mgoing to hand you the exhibit from binder Tab 11.23,

whi ch has al ready been admitted as CP-31 | believe.
(Discussion off the record at 10:16 a.m)

(Back on the record at 10:16 a.m)

So, Rajesh, do you recognize this docunent?

Yes, | do.

Can you describe it for us and place it in context?

So this was during the time when | was on the Advisory
Committee. There was repeated emails from Sel man that people
were starting -- people were already quite bothered by it,
and at sonme point the Advisory Committee got a few
conpl ai nts, maybe several conplaints fromvarious people in
the departnment, and the Advisory Committee was considering
what shoul d be done about it. One of the options that we
were considering was sone sort of serious discipline. And at
this point there were so many emails that some of the

Advi sory Comm ttee nenbers were actually afraid of getting in
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the situation. So we requested a neeting with the university
counsel. | don't renenber her nanme. Kristen Zako (ph)
maybe. Kristen Zako (ph), Terry Curry, the Advisory
Commttee, and Keith. W had a neeting, | think this was
probably followng this email, about serious discipline, but
shortly before this email there was a neeting between the
university legal counsel and the Advisory Committee, and so
this email came about that tine, and it's basically only
added to the threat that everybody felt about how shoul d we
proceed about it, and the suggestion in the email that if you
sign anything that Sel man perceives as faulty mght result in
us going to jail is not sonmething that sat well with the
Advisory Commttee or for that matter anyone who agreed with
the docunent of this nature. W in the end decided for two
reasons. One, because we were afraid and, second, because we
thought that it best to have it outside the departnment to
avoi d any appearance of conflict of interest, that outside
committee should ook into it and which is what happened in
t he end.
So, in your mnd, was the primary reason to go -- to request
the outside committee to avoid the appearance of conflict of
interest or because of a sense of apprehensi on about perhaps
bei ng targeted?

M5. DOUKOURE: |'mgoing to object to that

question because he said afraid. He did not qualify it.
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Therefore, Professor Prom slow is now qualifying and adding

onto testinony received by this w tness inappropriately.

A Vell, | did say that we were afraid --

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Hol d on

MR REI FENBERG You really are |eading the
wi tness. Can you just --

DR PROM SLON Rephrase, yes.

MR RElI FENBERG Focus on asking direct
questions instead of testifying for him

DR PROM SLOWN  Sure.

BY DR. PROM SLOW
Q So you could you sunmarize for us the points that -- the goa

of the AdComin requesting the --

M5. DOUKOURE: | object. Asked and answered.

MR, REIFENBERG | don't think that's been
answer ed.

M5. DOUKOURE: He asked what the goals were.
Prof essor Kul karni stated that it was, nunber one, because
they were afraid. That was the only word used. Nunber two,
because it was best to avoid the appearance of a conflict of
i nterest.

MR REI FENBERG You may ask the question. It
hasn't been asked and answered.

DR. PROM SLOWN (kay. Could | rephrase it?

BY DR. PROM SLOW
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During this time were you personally afraid and what were you
afraid of? Could you specify what the fear was?

So let me clarify. The two points are not unrelated. That
the two points that | made, nanely the first that the

Advi sory Comm ttee nust feel afraid. | mght even go ahead
and say that we felt sonewhat threatened. And second one was
that we wanted to avoid an appearance of conflict of

interest. They're not unrel ated because the depart nent

al ready had gone through this process -- not this process,

but having an internal conmttee look into this situation
once before, and we were getting emails a year and a half
after this event, that it clearly neant that -- clearly
indicating that in view of Sel man the commttee had not been
fair to him inplying a -- inplying that there was sone sort
of corruption behind all of this. So we wanted to avoid this
possibility. Some menbers felt threatened because they don't

want to be in this situation where two years down the |ine

they're still getting emails about this. And so this is what
I mean by al so appearance of conflict of interest. It's
not -- it was to avoid any confrontation at all costs because
we just -- we couldn't deal with it. | nean, we were --

basically we felt we should not get involved in it at that

poi nt .
" mgoing to hand you a new docunent. It's the content of
bi nder Tab 11F, F as in fawm | guess. [It's not been admtted
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previously.
(Di scussion off the record at 10:22 a.m)
(Back on the record at 10:23 a.m)

BY DR PROM SLOW

Q Raj esh, can you summarize this for us? I'msorry. Can you
descri be this docunment for us?

A This is a letter that | wote as an inpact letter of the
University Commttee on Faculty Affairs when a serious
di sci pline was being considered, which eventually | think --
well, that's not what | would say. But this was a docunent
whi ch was basically an inpact for this conmttee to say how
t hese events have inpacted various nenbers of the faculty,
especially those of us who were on various conmm ttees during
this process.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: O f the record.
(Discussion off the record at 10:24 a.m)
(Back on the record at 10:24 a.m)

BY DR PROM SLOW

Q Can you sunmari ze for us what you think the main points
you're trying to make?

A | would say that I'mnot -- | was not happy to wite this
letter. It really tore ne apart to wite this letter. It
was unpleasant to wite it. | debated for a long tine what
wanted to put init. | think it nostly says in ny view what

| had been observing with conmuni cati ons between Sel man and
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other faculty menbers of the departnment and including a small

part that | played init, and | just -- | just |listed what I
t hought were consequences of all of this comunication. It
affected nme personally very, very much. | -- | lost sleep

over it. Selman has nocked ne about it, but it is true that
I"ve lost a lot of sleep over it. [I've lost a lot of tine
over it. And people have been unwilling to serve on

comm ttees. His suggestion has been that the ten people who
are on the conmmittees are the sane ten people, but | wll
have hi m know, have everyone know that 1've al ways, except
for the hiring commttee, which is not an elected commttee,
I've never been appointed to a conmttee. |1've always gone
on commttees by winning elections. So far |'ve not lost a
single election in the departnment and |'m proud to say that.
And so to suggest that there is some kind of -- sonething
nefarious going on all the time, this is what | addressed in
t he second paragraph to say that people are unwilling because
they're afraid, and that's really what the docunent says. In
fact, | really wish none of this would ever have happened,

but here we are.

Do you recall Selman's response when he ultinmately received
your statenent of inpact?

Say that again.

Do you recall Selman's response when he ultimately received

your statenent of inpact?
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Sol was -- | think this was in fall of 2018. The departnent
had certain anmount of funds that are at the discretion of the
chair. There are various research groups in the departnent
and they want a certain anmount of noney so you can invite
sone people for semnars and visits. The nobney is not a
probl em but somebody has to manage that noney. Each group
has a representative that is given the responsibility of
handl i ng that noney. But the academ c year in 2018, 2019 |
was that nmenmber because Keith asked ne to be in charge of it.
| mean, there are four or five of us or six of us. Usually
the responsibility is given to nost senior nenbers of the
departnent or at |east you have to be tenured presumably just
because you don't want to burden other people with nore
things to do than necessary. So it was ny turn |ast year

It is not a big deal. It is not the first time |'ve done it.
Nobody has ever conpl ai ned about anything. Selnman sent an
emai |l asking ne to either step down or not -- accusing Keith
or -- essentially asking me to not have this duty. And the
reason was because he said that this letter that | wote was
prejudicial hate mail. To which one of ny other coll eagues,
Geor ge Pappas, he responded saying that he doesn't see
anything either prejudicial or hate mail about it and so --
so, | nean, that was Sel man's reaction. But that's the
reaction that | know.

Thank you. [I'd like to just hand you a docunent that's --
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M5. DOUKOURE: Are you going to admt this
docunent ?

DR PROM SLON Oh, I'msorry. 1l'magoing to
nove to admt. Thank you. I'mgoing to nove to admt the
docunent you currently have in your hand, which is --

M5. DOUKOURE: 61.

DR. PROM SLON -- going to be | think CP-61.

M5. DOUKOURE: | have no objections.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

CHARG NG PARTY EXH BI T 61

10: 29 a. m

BY DR PROM SLOW

Q Now, | would |ike to hand you the contents of binder
Tab 11. S11.

DR SMTH S as in San?

DR. PROM SLOWN 11 Sam 11. Yes.

BY DR PROM SLOW

Q Raj esh, can you identify this docunent?

A Yes. This is the email that | referred to earlier that was
sent by Selnman to Keith asking to replace Matt Hedden and |
fromthe responsibility of the university's small sem nar
fund that we were given for seninars.

And there are links on it? Can you describe the |inks?

A Oh, there are links on it, and the second link is in

reference to the letter that | just tal ked about, the inpact
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letter that | just talked about. And the first letter is
Matt's letter | assume. And the last link is -- | don't know
what that is. In this email Selman says that because | wote
this incrimnating hate letter, how -- how can | be expected
to support his visitors. As a matter of fact, he has never
asked ne -- asked any nonies fromne when | had this

responsibility in the past or wwthin the |last year, so there

is no basis for saying such a thing. In fact, | would not do
such a thing. | nean, in reality actually there are other
reasons why -- | nean, I'm-- ny area is very different from

Selman's, so it's also strange to suggest it, that we have
some common area and we -- that | mght object to giving him
noney.

Wuld it be logical for Professor Akbulut to request a
visitor funded fromthe al gebra common torts fund?

No. It's not really logical | would say. | mean, this is --
if even -- if anything happened, then usually he would
request Matt Hedden and then Matt Hedden woul d come and talk
to me and say, well, if you -- here is a visitor that lies
bet ween our two areas so could we split the nmoney. That's
really how it would happen. | nean, usually it would be
expected for Selman to ask Matt Hedden for the noney.

What's your response to -- what was your response to having
your statenment of inpact characterized as a hate letter?

First of all, inthe -- in the current climate | was very
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concerned because | don't know what it means, hate letter, so
| actually checked the definition of what hate |l etter neans.
It's -- one of the definitions that | saw, it is a very angry
letter. Wien | read that letter, and |I've read that letter
at least 50 tines by now, I don't see anything angry about

it. In fact, | was not angry. | was hurt. But | was
definitely not angry. | was upset and sonmewhat unhappy that

| had to wite a letter in the first place, but | was

definitely not very angry. | don't have any hate for Sel man
and | don't have hate for anything. | nmean, this is not --
it was not neant as a letter that will -- that should or

coul d be used against himin a hateful manner. This was not
about the letter. |If you read the letter, there is just

no -- | don't see any way of concluding that it's a hate
letter, and it's -- it was not a letter witten in a court of
law. It was a letter witten for ny coll eagues. It was not
meant to go on Twitter. It was not nmeant to go to the entire
university, to the maybe |ieutenant governor. W0 knows.
President of the American Math Society and whatever. | don't
know. But there's just no end to it. | mean, this letter
was witten for a few coll eagues to say what is happening in
the departnent. |In fact, | don't suggest anything in it
anywhere what | hope are the consequences of witing the
letter. I'mjust witing out what | think is happening and

how it is hurting the departnment and him | just don't -- |
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just don't understand this. | nean, this is -- there are --
there are nultiple tinmes when |'ve had pressure with this
whol e situation. My goal is very mnimal. | nmean, | don't
claimto be an inportant person in the departnent or in this
matter. However, | will say that every tine |'ve had
pressure, this comes back and this cones back in a very
negative way. | was on the Personnel Conmittee. This cane
back again that there is sonething nefarious in his
evaluation. No. |In fact, when I was on the Personne
Committee, the Personnel Conmittee considers three separate
characteristics, research, teaching, and service, and each

i ndi vidual has a certain weight attached to it. WMst people
have 40 percent research, 40 percent teaching, and 20 percent
service duty associated with them And this is -- the

comm ttee | ooks at each aspect separately and nmakes an

opi nion and we wite our opinion and send it to Keith.

Unl ess there is a considerable mgjority opinion on anyt hing,
it doesn't go in the docunent. And, in fact, every tine | --
so for the two years that | was there, both years we spent
nore tinme on Sel man's case than anyone el se. Not because we
wanted to wite something negative, but because we wanted to
make sure that there is no way of even appearance of conflict
of interest or there is nothing prejudicial that we wite
about it. And so | don't see it. And then we get these

emai | s saying that, oh, he's got his -- suggesting that | got
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BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

o > O >

the salary raise which is in the top ten percent for top ten
people within the departnent because | nust be on this

comm ttee and because |I'ma part of this. The fact of the
matter is that research productivity only counts for

40 percent of your salary raise. The remaining is 40 percent
teaching and 20 percent service. | nean, | just don't
understand how all of this is lost in this process. The sane
thing when | was on the Advisory Committee. Wen | was on
the Advisory Conmmittee we are spendi ng enornous anount of

time trying to be fair. And so there you go.

You ki nd of wandered off the question

DR PROMSLON So I'd like to nove to admt
this docunent.

M5. DOUKOURE: | have no objection.

DR. PROM SLON This is CP-62.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON

CHARTI NG PARTY EXHI BI T 62

10: 37 a. m

Coul d you just give us a brief summary of --
You didn't give ne the docunent.

["msorry?

You didn't give ne the docunent.

No. | don't have a docunment for you
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Oh, sorry. Ckay.
Coul d you just give us a brief summary of why you decided to
testify?

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object to rel evance.
Wiy did he decide to testify is not relevant. W're here to
di scuss facts of the case.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Do you have a response?

DR PROMSLON Onh, I'msorry. | believe it
suggests a notivation for the inpact of what he's been
exposed to. Gves his side of it.

MS. DOUKOURE: | mean, he can ask about the
i npact and he has asked and this witness tal ked at |ength
about inpact, but nmotivation for testifying is not rel evant
inthis matter.

MR REIFENBERG You're right. That's true.
Wiy are you asking the question about his notivation about
testifying?

DR PROM SLON |'mjust asking himto
characterize the cost and bal ance between the difficulty in
testifying and he -- the sense of trying to push towards a
solution. I'mtrying to extract his inner thought process.

M5. DOUKOURE: He's already testified to that.
And that's not relevant.

DR PROM SLON Okay. Can | rephrase the

question? 1'd like to rephrase the question.
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MR RElI FENBERG Pl ease rephrase the question.
DR PROM SLON kay. Thank you.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q Do you feel that it's appropriate to nove towards dism ssa

for cause in this case?

A So here is your answer.

MR REI FENBERG Can you speak nore |oudly?
BY DR. PROM SLOW
Q Do you feel it's appropriate to nove towards dismssal for

cause in this case?

A As an absolute last recourse, | don't see any other option

because we have exhausted every other option. Every tine we
have tried to come up with a solution, Selman has rebuffed
it. | nean, the existence in the departnment is sonetines

unbear abl e these days because |ike these emails that we

continuously get are -- maybe this is false, but it certainly

makes nme feel that they' re inpugning ny reputation as well as

wel |l as the reputation of ny very distinguished col | eagues.

Asking -- for exanple, asking ne to recuse was really a m nor

thing in the whole schene of things, but the sane thing has

happened to ot her people. George Pappas, who is a very, very

di stingui shed col | eague, he was asked to recuse hinself from
the Personnel Commttee. Jeff Schenker was asked to recuse
hi nsel f from being the graduate director. At this point if

you take all the people who are wlling to do these very
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time-consumng jobs that are actually -- actually take away
fromthe thing that we love, which is to do sone research
then the departnment will not function. At this point people
who are willing to put their time into running the
departnent, they' re obstructed in doing so because we've
spent so nuch tine and energy in dealing with Sel man's

conpl aints and Sel man's what are in my view accusations

than -- for instance, what | consider are slanderous comments
are really --

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object. He is so
far down the | ane agai nst what was questioned. He is at this
poi nt non-responsi ve.

MR. REIFENBERG | think he's well beyond

BY DR PROM SLOW

Q Yeah. Can you cone to the conclusion, please?

A Vell, so ny point is that when -- as a menber of the Advisory
Committee, we tried every possible recourse in ny view and
this is the | ast possible avenue left. |'mnot happy about
it, but I don't see what else we can do.

DR PROM SLON Thank you. | have no further
questi ons.

CRCSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q Good norning, M. Kul karni

A Good nor ni ng.

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

42




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

> O > O

I's that how you say your nane?

Kul kar ni .

Kul karni. M name is Anry Doukoure. | aman attorney. [|'m
representing Professor Akbulut in this matter. Do you m nd
if I question you froma sitting position?

I[t's up to you.

Thank you. I'd like to start actually with the end of your
testi nony and nove backwards if that's okay. You testified
t hat several very distinguished colleagues, and | think you
named by nane, yourself, Jeff Schenker, and Professor
Pappas --

I was careful not to call nyself distinguished because |'m
not .

Fair enough. Al three of you, distinguished or not, were
asked to step down fromthe commttees; correct?

Yes.

And you said that at |least at a mninum Jeff Schenker and
Pappas are distinguished col | eagues; correct?

Anong others. | mean, | just picked those two exanples, but
there are others who are distinguished who were al so asked to
step down.

But you call ed them di stingui shed col | eagues; correct?

Yes.

And Selman is also a distinguished coll eague; correct?

| have no doubt.
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["msorry. | didn't catch that.

Yes. | said yes.

And he's distinguished in the area of mathenatical topol ogy;
correct?

Yes. Just topology. Yes.

Just topology. And isn't he al so distinguished in al gebraic
geonetry?

Not in the sense that al gebraic geonetry is used in general.
But he has distinguished research on the concepts of

al gebrai c geonetry; correct?

No. It is -- heis -- he did sonme work in a subject called
real al gebraic geonmetry, which is a very different subject
fromwhat is traditionally understood to be al gebraic
geonetry.

So he is distinguished in your saying of the area what woul d
be considered real algebraic geonetry?

Yes.

Wiich is a subset of al gebraic geometry?

No.

It's conpletely different?

Yes.

It's closely related to al gebraic geonetry?

No. It's not closely related. It is related but not closely
rel ated.

And you stated that people who are willing or put time and
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effort into running the departnment outside of things such as
research, |ike Jeff Schenker and George Pappas, who were
asked to step down fromcommttees, that the departnent
couldn't run if there was nobody left; correct?

Vell, not only because of the two, but, like | said, those
are two exanples | chose. |If people who are within Selman's
orbit of what | mght construe as anger, then that would be a
| ar ger nunber.

During the time that distinguished coll eagues were serving on
commttees, did Sel man serve on any conmittees?

Yes.

Whi ch one?

Advi sory Commi ttee.

Par don?

Advi sory Conmm ttee.

Advi sory Commttee. Do you renenber which years?

2015, 2016.

Was he ever appointed or reconmmended for another commttee
after that?

That's not under mny purview. He has never run for election.
In the 17 years not once has he run for election. That's up
to him He could have filed election and people who ran nmake
a choice. But he has chosen not to run for the election
Before you run for election isn't it true that you actually

get nom nated to run?
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You can sel f-nom nate yourself.

You can sel f-nom nate?

Yes. | have self-nom nated nyself at |east once | think

So it's maybe not that he hasn't chosen to run but maybe he
chose not to self-nom nate?

| don't see the difference. That's -- that's spreading
runors. | don't see the difference. Wen you self-nom nate,
you run for the election.

Right. But there's a nom nation process. |It's generally
under st ood t hat sonebody says, hey, | think you' d be good at
this and | think this person should hold that position;
correct?

By and large. But | wouldn't say necessarily. Because --
But by and | arge --

Because people do -- | nmean, | think the self-nom nation
happens at a fairly reasonably high rate. 1 don't know.
This is actually up to Keith because all the nom nations are
sent to him

So all the nom nations go through Keith?

Vell, | nean, sonebody -- sonebody -- actually it's not
Keith. Sorry. It used to be soneone naned Jerry Gardner
who j ust passed away, and since he's passed away | don't know
who we send the nom nations to. But there is a gatekeeper
and you send either self-nom nation or nomnation for other

people to that person and then that person usually contacts
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A
Q

the relevant faculty nenber, unless it's a self-nom nation,
to ask whether they're willing to run for the election and
then there is an el ection.

Sure. But the nomnation -- the term "nom nation" indicates
t hat sonebody is presenting you -- or not you but I'Il use
the termcolloquially here, you or sonebody el se as sayi ng,

hey, | think that this person would be a good fit for this

position; correct? | nean, that's what nom nation neans.
Possibly. | nmean, it's -- | guess what I'mtrying to get is
it"s not |like we have -- we have six or seven, | can't

remenber nenbers, on the Advisory Commttee, for exanple.
Each year we elect two nenbers. Right? So you usually want
full professors to serve on the commttee or maybe if there
IS an associ ate professor who's doing very well, then you
nom nate himor you consider nomnating him So if there --
for exanple, if they're never in the departnent, that would
not be a good person to serve on the Advisory Conmittee
because they're never in the departnent. They don't know
what's really happening. So these kind of considerations
cone into play.

Those woul d be considerations say if you wanted to el ect
sonebody, you would [ook at their record whether they'd be
the right person; correct?

| didn"t -- | can't understand. Wat did you say?

| said what you're tal king about now is the election process,
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isn't it? |1f sonmebody self-nom nates and they don't -- and
you don't think that they're in the departnment enough,

clearly you're not going to vote for them That's not what

I'mtal king about. |'mtalking specifically about nom nating
peopl e.
Yeah. |'mtalking about nom nation too.

You can nomi nate sonebody and you can nomi nate yoursel f, but
the word "nom nation" neans that sonebody thinks that
sonebody el se or thenselves is a good fit for a position;
correct?

Yes. So different fromwhat you said now and the first tine
Is that you can al so consider yourself to be fair.

Right. But the nom nation process -- |ike not everybody gets
a nomnation or like going to elect a president soon and each
party has to nom nate and while there is a self-nom nation
process, sonebody has to accept that nom nation; correct?

No. Actually I think the -- once sonebody is nom nated, that
person automatically runs whether they're willing to run for
the election. There is no vetting after that point.

So anybody who nom nates, that person can run as |long as
they're willing?

Yes.

Sure. But isn't it also true that if Selman didn't

sel f-nom nate, some people m ght not be confortable

sel f-nom nating themfor positions?
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No. Wien you vote, you don't know whet her the person was
sel f-nom nated or someone el se nom nated them

Right. But that doesn't negate the fact that somebody m ght
not feel confortable self-nomnating thenselves. They m ght
want their peers to nomnate them isn't that true?

| don't think so.

You don't think so?

No.

Ckay.

| mean, because just because -- just because it's not --
think -- | nean, in a sense we are just trying to get people
to serve on commttees. |It's not really -- it's not like --

there is no prestige associated wth it. Mybe you can say,
okay, you know nmore about the inner workings on the

departnent if you're on the Advisory Commttee for a period

of two years. But it's not -- | mean, in fact, it's a lot of
work. It's a lot of extra tinme that you spend on these
conmittees.

Sur e.

So | wouldn't agree that --

That's not what |I'masking. |'mnot asking --
No. I'mgetting to it. [|'manswering your question. So
what you are saying is that there has to be a certain -- like

you are thinking that nomnation is a | evel of respect.

I mean, | don't want you to guess what |'mthinking. |
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don't. In fact, | don't want you at all to assunme what |'m
t hi nki ng or assune what |'m asking you.

| have to interpret your question in one way or the other
SO .

My question is very straightforward, is whether or not people
m ght not feel confortable self-nom nating thensel ves.

They will -- they'll feel confortable self-nom nating.
Everybody in the world will feel confortable --

Il will not agree with that. | can't speak for everybody.
But there are people who have sel f-nonm nated thensel ves and
have gone to win el ections.

Are there other people who have not sel f-nom nated?

Yes.

And isn't it possible that those people have not

sel f-nom nat ed because they don't feel confortable

sel f-nom nati ng?

It's possible | suppose.

That's all 1'm asking you.

Ckay.

And isn't it true that some people who serve on that
commttee are al so appoi nted?

Each comm ttee has a different structure, so there are -- |
think probably on all commttees there is sonmebody who's
poi nt ed.

So just about if not all conmttees have sonmebody who's
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appoi nted to that conmttee; correct?

| think so. | don't know for sure, though

Who appoi nts those individual s?

I think Keith

You think Keith. And on the Advisory Commi ttee how nany
positions are there?

Seven | think. O six. Maybe six. Six or seven. 1'm not
sure.

Si x or seven.

Yeabh.

I f you know, how many of those six or seven people are

el ect ed?

| think four. Because each year we elect two I think. It's
a two-year commttee, so there are four people that are

el ect ed.

So you will elect two this year and then two different ones
wi || be next year and there will be another election next
year? |Is that the systenf

Yes.

And then two are appointed by the chair?

No. |If you're appointed by the chair, then | think you are
not there for two years. You are there for one year | think.
But there are two each year -- the commttee runs fromyear
to year; correct?

| can't -- say that again.
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Like it runs -- like it has its own cycle, like its own
yearly cycle; right? So is it for the 2019-2020 school --
Academ c year

Ckay. So it runs from academ c year; right?

Alnost. But there are issues that cone up in the summer
sonetines. So usually it's really for one year but the

i n-person neetings are during the academ c year.

kay. And then so sonebody who has served for an acadenic
year technically?

Yes.

Ckay. And there's six, maybe seven, but at |east six people
who serve on the conmttee for an academ c year?

Yes.

So if there are six people, that neans two peopl e, whether
they' re appointed every year or every two years, you said
probably every year there are two people on that -- on the
conmm ttee each year out of six that are appointed by the
chair?

| would say so, yeah

kay.
| mean, these nunbers are -- |'mnot hundred percent sure,
but they're within the ballpark. | nean, they're not --

| nmean, six or seven basically is the sane anyways.
Yeah.

So it could be either two or three people appointed by the
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chair, whichis --

Yeah.

-- not a large discrepancy. W can agree; correct?

(Noddi ng.)

[''mgoing to hand you what's | abel ed as CP-31. The nunbers
don't nean anything to you | promse. They're just for us.
Yeah.

And | believe that is 11.23. Professor Kul karni, do you
recall testifying about this email a few m nutes ago?
Regar di ng Kul karni ?

Do you recall testifying about this?

Yes.
And in this email, this is the enmail where you said that
people will go to jail if they put signed information that

Sel man perceives as faulty? That was your testinony;
correct?

Yes.

Can you show ne on here where it says that Selman is going to
judge what's faulty and what's not faulty?

Well, the first sentence says, "My suggestion to AdCom
menbers is not to sign any docunments along the way of
penal i zi ng your colleagues." That doesn't say that there is
directly or indirectly, so, |I nean --

Does that say do not sign any docunments penalizing because

Sel man Akbulut? 1Is that statement -- is that what that says?
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No, it doesn't, but it does --

Ckay. And then the next sentence says that he -- "I think,"
the I is Sel man Akbul ut, "think Prom slow put 5 previous
menbers in trouble by making themsign faulty docunent about
federal funds."

Yeah.

And that they can go to jail for that.

Yes.

Does it say that he's going to judge what's faulty or do you
think that people will just go to jail because Selnman tells
peopl e they have to go to jail?

No. Selman is saying that they can go to jail because they
signed faulty docunents.

Because if they signed a faulty docunent. But does it say
Selman will decide what's faulty and then you go to jail?
Yes.

That's what this says?

That's what it says.

It says -- showne. |'d like you to point that out where it
says Selman is going to decide what's faulty and you're going
to go to jail

He's saying that | think Prom slow put five nmenbers in
troubl e by making themsign faulty docunments about federa
funds which they know is not correct. There are nmultiple

statenents here that | think are false or at | east he has no

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029 54



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

way of knowi ng that they are false. Right? He is saying
t hat they know he's not --

| would |ike you just --

|"'mgetting toit. I'magetting to it.

No. Let me --

DR PROM SLON Please don't tal k over each
ot her .

MS. DOUKOURE: | don't think that that's a
proper objection and I don't think that's appropriate from
that side of the table.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: | didn't hear it. D d you
hear ?

MR. REIFENBERG | didn't.

DR PROMSLON |I'mtrying to instruct the
Wi tness not to speak over.

MS. DOUKOURE: And | don't think that Professor
Prom sl ow has the right to instruct THE witness fromthe
charging party's table. That's wholly inappropriate.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: He shoul d ask you.

MR. REI FENBERG Yes. Please, if you have
difficulty with what's going on, ask us.

DR. PROM SLON (Ckay. Thank you.

M5. DOUKOURE: | would ask this conmttee to
pl ease instruct the witness to answer the specific question

that |'m aski ng.
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MR. REI FENBERG Can you pl ease answer the
guestion?
A | think | am Because --
BY M5. DOUKOURE
Q Let nme repeat the question so we can all be clear about what
the actual question is. | would Ilike you to show nme on this
docunent where it says that Selman will decide that

sonething's faulty resulting in going to jail

A | think the question is not fair. | can't answer that
guesti on.
M5. DOUKOURE: |I'mgoing to ask --
A Because --
M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to ask --
A Can | finish ny sentence? Because --

MS. DOUKOURE: Please instruct the witness to
answer the question.

MR. REI FENBERG Can you pl ease answer the

question?

A So here's ny problem She's asking me to prove sonething to
her. | can't prove sonething in one sentence. |'mwaiting
to prove.

MR. RElI FENBERG  She's asking you to point out
where sonething is said.
M5. DOUKOURE: That's correct.

A. Yes. But --
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M5. DOUKOURE: |1'mnot asking for his inference

because he's given his inference. |'masking himto show
n‘E--
Ckay. The second sentence is nmy -- "I think Prom slow (al ong

wi th Kirkpatrick) put 5 previous AdCom nmenbers in trouble by
maki ng them sign faulty documents about federal funds, which
they know is not correct (because the Pl has been telling
them so, and official nenos show ng themso). They could go
tojail for this." So Selman is saying in nmy viewthis is
where | point out that Selnman is saying that they will go to

jail .

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

Do you think that Sel man has the power to take somebody to
jail?

He could threaten

He could threaten, but do you think that he has the power to
put sonebody in jail?

| believe no.

Do you think that if somebody signs a faulty docunent and a
police report is filed there would be a conpletely different
process?

| believe so, yes.

Do you think that if sonebody files -- signs a faulty
docunent there should be a consequence to their action?

| can't answer that question yes or no.
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You don't -- so you can't answer -- if sonebody does

somet hi ng wong --

| can't answer that question because it's -- it's too broad.

I f sonmebody does sonething that is illegal, should there be a
penal ty?

Yes.

If signing a faulty docunent regarding the funds of sonebody
else with the realmof a federal grant is illegal, should
there be a consequence for signing that faulty docunent?

| need to hear the question again

Sure. If it is illegal for sonmebody to sign docunents about
federal funding, |like an NSF grant, should that person
receive a penalty?

Yes.

But Sel man woul d not be giving that penalty, would he?

Yes.

Yes, he woul d?

No, he wouldn't.

He woul d not; correct?

Yes. Yes.

That woul d be sonebody el se?

Yes.

So Selman is not threatening to put any specific person in
jail in this email, is he?

| can't answer that question.
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Does he nane anybody and say you're going to jail?

Say that again.

Does he nane anybody and say you're going to jail? The
docunent's in front of you if you' d like to refresh your
menory.

No. | nmean --

That's a no; correct?

No. | didn't say that.

Wiose nane is nentioned in this docunent as going to jail?
The previous Advisory Conmittee.

It says they could go to jail.

Yes.

If they signed a faulty docunent?

No. They did sign a faulty docunent.

Right. And they could go to jail?

Yes.

Wul d anyt hi ng have to happen or is Selman going to cart them
off tojail?

Say that again.

I's anything el se going to happen in between or is Selman j ust
going to cart themoff to jail?

So you' re asking ne whether they will go to jail. The answer
'S no.

That's not what |'m asking you.

Then | don't understand your question. | nean --
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Q ' masking you in between Sel man maki ng an accusation of
sonething being faulty and being a crine and that individual
or those five individuals, as you said, going to jail
sonet hing el se would need to take place; correct?

A Yes.

Q So he's not actually threatening to take people to jail?

DR PROM SLON (njection. Asked and answered.

MS. DOUKOURE: | don't believe that there's been
an answer.

MR REI FENBERG Can you just answer the
question whether or not he would go to jail? She's asking
whet her or not Sel man --

BY M5. DOUKOURE

Q ' m aski ng whether or not Selman is telling sonebody that
he's comng to take themto jail.

MR REI FENBERG  Regardl ess of what you think of
t he question, just answer it.

A So whether Selman will take themto jail?

BY M5. DOUKOURE

Q Yes.

A No.

Q I"d like to nove on to CP-62. It's under Tab 11.S11. |It's
the last exhibit entered. |'mjust waiting for everybody to
catch up to us. | know It's alittle bit down tine.

Ri ght ?
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M5. DOUKOURE: Are we ready?

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q
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Ckay. Professor Kul karni, do you recall testifying about
this docunent a few nonents ago?

Yes, | do.

Prior to testifying -- or during your testinony about this
document, you testified that there are sonme funds that are
given each year to invite speakers; is that correct?

Yes.

And this document is a docunment that actually allocates --
like notifies, | guess, it appears to everybody because it's
addressed to faculty; correct?

Yes.

How nmuch funds each departnent is getting and who's going to
be in control of those funds; correct?

Yes.

You also testified that generally senior faculty is given the
responsibility of dealing with inviting speakers and funds.
Wasn't that your testinony?

Yes. But it's --

Are you the senior faculty in algebraic --

I''mone of the senior faculty I would say.

Are you the -- and who woul d be considered senior faculty,
the senior nost faculty in geonetry and topol ogy, if you

know?
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Probably Sel man.

Probably Sel man. Do you know when Matt Hedden becanme a ful
professor, a tenured professor?

I think it was either this year or last year. |'mnot sure.
So maybe 2019, maybe 2018?

This year. Actually | nade a m stake. Because he got
witten as an assistant professor. So clearly ny statenment
was wrong.

Wien did he becone a tenured professor, if you know? |If you
don't know, you don't know.

Si x years ago. About six years ago. 2012 maybe or sonething
l'i ke that.

That's when he becane tenured?

| mean, usually -- there are six years between becom ng a
full professor and getting tenure.

Ckay. So let's take a step back. Do you know when he cane
to MsU?

No.

Do you --

| mean, | can work it out. It nust have been 2008 or so.
2008. Wuld it surprise you that his testinony yesterday
said that he cane here a |lot later than that?

It wouldn't surprise nme. | wouldn't know why -- why would I
remenber his CV?

Okay. Well . . . And so you're not sure when he becane a
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tenured professor?

No.

Ckay. But certainly your testinony is that the nost --
senior nost professor in geonetry and topol ogy woul d be
Prof essor Akbul ut; correct?

Yes.

Has Prof essor Akbul ut invited speakers before?

| guess so. | don't know for sure.

But he has in the past invited speakers?

Yes. |'msure. Yeah

And he's participated in sem nars?

Yes.

Wthin the math departnent?

Yes.

Do you know when the last tinme Selman was placed in the
position that Matt Hedden was placed in with being able to be
over top of the funds to invite speakers?

I think this is only the second or third year that we are
doing this.

Par don?

This is the second or the third year we have had a need |ike
this | think.

Sure. So has Sel man ever?

| don't know. | nean

Ckay.
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Can | make a correction? | think | made a m stake because |
see that Ekaterina Rapinchuk was one of the organizers.
She's an assistant professor. So clearly it's not restricted
to professors. | nmean, it is -- everybody gets a chance with
the peers. | think just -- | don't know how Keith decides
this. But this is not restricted to professors or even
tenured professors.
So it's solely at the discretion of Professor Prom sl ow?
| guess so.
Ckay.

M5. DOUKOURE: This would be an appropriate
pl ace to stop

MR REI FENBERG Then let's stop now for ten
m nutes. That neans 11: 20.

(Recess taken at 11:10 a.m)

(Back on the record at 11:23 a.m)

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

M. Kul karni, when you testified on direct exam nation do you
recall testifying that you had -- that you and your Advisory
Commttee had tried everything to solve this problenf

| didn't say that. | said that at this point we have no
recourse. So the Advisory Conmittee recommended that this
should be -- after Selman's email, not as a consequence of it
but just to get the timng right, the Advisory Commttee

reconmmended to the chair, then he recommended to the dean
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that she -- Cheryl Sisk was the dean then, that she shoul d
appoint a commttee within the college to ook into serious
di sci pline.
But you testified that you had tried everything -- your exact
words is we tried everything. Are you saying now that you
didn't try anything?
No. We did. | mean, so what I'msaying is that by we --
when | say we tried everything, | meant the -- the math
departnent had run its course for what can be done because
Advi sory Committee reconmended that we should -- to ask the
dean to forma conmttee outside of it, at which point -- at
whi ch point it went outside of the purview of that commttee.
That wasn't the context of your testinony. Let nme refrane ny
questi on.
Yeah.
Wien you were testifying about why you thought termnation
was necessary, you testified that if there's nothing left to
be done because we tried everything to resolve this problem
and |1'm asking you do you recall stating that?
Yes. But let me ask you do you nean legally? | don't
under stand t he questi on.

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to ask that this
wi t ness not be allowed to question ne.

THE WTNESS: | understand I"'mnot allowed to
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MR REI FENBERG  You can ask for clarification.
Yes. Okay. |'mgoing to ask for clarification because
don't understand -- | don't understand whether you are asking
whet her we had exhausted our |egal possibilities or all

possibilities that we as mathemati ci ans can under st and?

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

> O » O >

' masking you what you said, so ny frane of mnd is not

relevant. 1'masking you did you say that you exhausted all
remedi es?
Yes. | said that, yes.

Wth regards to solving the problenf
Yes.

What did you try?

So this -- thisis -- this pertains only to the emails, so
we -- at sone point we thought that maybe we can curtail his
access to the email, but that's not possible and that's not

right. Then because the docunents were on the departnent web
servers, the access to the departnment web server could be
curtailed. The enmails had stopped and so we -- at that --
that is the point at which -- and | think there were other
avenues that were pursued, like this Tom-- Professor Tom |
can't remenber his nane.

Tom Tom i nson?

Tom i nson.

Were you in neetings with Professor Tom Toml i nson?
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No.

So you can't testify about Tom Tom inson, then; correct?

No. | can. Because |I'mnot tal king about his testinony.

I''m saying that the suggestion or the di scussions about

whet her that avenue should be pursued happened in the

Advi sory Conmmittee, and then even when that failed, it canme
up again in the Advisory Commttee, at which point we said we
shoul d go and nmeet with the |lawers if any serious discipline
is to be contenplat ed.

So everything was focused on shutting Sel man down; correct?
No.

What did you do to try to reach out to Selman in an effort to
mtigate his feelings in this situation, if anything?

Because what --

People -- people did try to conmmunicate with him --

' m aski ng you what you did.

What | personally did?

Yes.

Not hi ng.

Not hing. So you didn't try everything. Wat you tried is
shutting his access to email because that was your testinony;
correct?

See, you're using | in tw different ways. | object to that.
Because when you're saying that whether | did sonething

personally to reach out to him you want to use it as |, but
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when you're saying you tried to shut his access to his
website down, then -- then it's not ne because it was the
col l ective decision of -- whether -- actually it was
authorized | think by somebody even higher up than Keith.
I[t's not -- | wasn't picking out the side.

So you're testifying -- | asked you a question about your
participation in solving this problem --

Yes.

-- and you gave ne several exanples of your participation

Ckay. So --

I"mnot asking you -- just for clarification, |I'mnot asking
you what Professor Promslow did. |[|'mnot asking you what
Tom Tominson did. |I'mnot -- when |I speak about what you've

done, that could be you personally in your individua

capacity or what you're aware of in your capacity on a
commttee that took action. |'mnot asking you about
anything el se other than that because that's all really you
entails. So if you'd like me to start again.

No. | can -- | can answer this. So if you're asking ne
about ne, let nme go back. At some point | did ask Sel man why
is it that he sinply not let the course go, because this has
happened to all of us. Qur courses have been cancel ed. None
of have control of that. | nean, |'ve taught readi ng courses
and an additional course with seven students. So this is --

So your testinony now is that your attenpt to reach out to

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

68




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

o > O >

Sel man was to tell him--

Not to tell him To ask him

To ask himto let it go --

To which -- to which his answer was there was no grievance.
The answer and question were unrel at ed.

I's there a process for filing a -- if you have a problemwth
sonet hing that happened to you at the university, is there a
process for that?

I woul d not know.

So you don't know anything about a grievance process?

No. Because --

So you don't know whether that's a valid answer or not?
Because if there was a process where he coul d have conpl ai ned
about what happened to himand that process didn't take

pl ace --

No. Actually his answer was invalid. [If I'm asking himwhy
didn't you just accept that the course was cancel ed, the
answer that there wasn't a grievance is not a rel evant answer
in nmy opinion.

Your prior testinony wasn't that you had asked hi mwhy he
didn't teach the class. Your prior testinony was that you
asked hi mwhy don't you just let this go and that he
responded that he didn't have a grievance. Those are not the
same t hings.

Ckay. | asked himprecisely why -- why did you not just
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teach the course that was canceled on the side while also
fulfilling your duties of the course that were assigned.

So your attenpt at solving the problemwas to reach out to
Sel man to be able to make your own judgnment about what he did
was correct?

No. Because first of all --

| believe that's your testinmony. | asked you what did you do
and you said you personally reached out to himand asked him
why didn't you just go ahead and teach this course.

No. But, | mean, | was also in communication wth other
faculty nenbers who did try to reach out to him

" mnot asking you what they did. [|'m asking what you did.
But nmy talking to themand giving them advice is al so doing
sonething; right? So how can you not -- how can | say that
did nothing? | nmean, there were people who tried to reach
out to him and before they did reach out to him | had
extensi ve conversations with themand | nade suggestions
about what is likely to work, what is not likely to work, and
so this was ny contribution

So you advi sed ot her peopl e how t hey shoul d approach Sel man?
No. | did not advise how they should approach Sel man, but
when the issue came up whet her sone peopl e woul d approach
him | -- this was -- this was a conversation anong

coll eagues. This is not a court of law that we were talking

about, so it is not |like we are giving advice this is what
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you should do. That's just not how we operate.

So you guys had a | ot of conversations about Sel man; correct?
W were what ?

You and your col | eagues had a | ot of conversations about

Sel man?

| don't know if a lot, but surely several conversations.

And in those conversations you indicated to them what you
beli eved Sel man's behavi or may or nmay not be; correct?

This was actually -- this was | think early on. | don't
know -- | don't think there was so nmany enmils at that point.
Is that a yes?

I don't know how to answer that question yes or no.

Because you testified that you and your coll eagues got

t oget her and you gave them advice about what you think may or
may not have worked with Sel man. That was your testinony;
correct?

| can't answer that for sure because now I'm confused about
what the neaning of what advi se neans. Advise is not a

di rective.

That was your word.

| understand. | mean, actually did | use the word "advise"?
W can read it back, but yes, you did use the word "advise."
You said | advised themwhat may or may not work with Sel man.
| take it back. | can't -- | don't think -- | nean, it's --

as | said, I"'mun -- in conversations wth coll eagues nobody
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I's giving anybody advice. |It's a conversation and we are
trying to cone up with sone reasonabl e sol ution

And you gave your opinion?

| gave ny opi nion.

About what you think may or may not work with nmy client?
What may -- actually what -- what is it that we should try to
do to make it work.

Was any of those things that you tried to do to make it work
anything other than shutting down his email or shutting down
his access to his website?

Yes.

What were they?

So at some point ny good friend M. Shapiro approached Sel man

to talk to him about what the situation was. | had extensive
conversations with Mchael about this. | also --
[''mrem nding you of the question. [|'m asking you what other

things did you suggest or discuss as a way to solve the

probl ems ot her than shutting down ny client's email and
shutting down his access to his web page.

What specific suggestions did | make?

Yes. O that were discussed by you.

| need some time because this was four years ago now. | have
to think fromfour years precise conversations we had four
years ago.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: If you don't know, say you

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

72



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

A

don't know.

| don't renenber.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

o >» O > O

>

I's there a policy in the Advisory Comm ttee for when sonebody
applies for sabbatical? Does that go in front of the

Advi sory Committee?

It didn't used to be the case.

Wien did it start being the case?

| think either this year or last year. Last year | think we
di scussed it very briefly, but this year we discussed it

mor e.

D scussed what ?

Each indivi dual case.

Each individual case of what?

Sabbati cal application

The record has to be clear. |I'mnot trying to be difficult.
| prom se.

| under st and.

Ckay. Does the Advisory Conmittee have a duty to nmake a
deci sion on applications of professors for sabbatical ?

| don't know if we have a duty. | don't know.

So when you guys discuss the case of somebody who applied for
sabbatical, then what happens? You just discuss it and

then --

No. So this year actually this is the first tine that we
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actually sat down and tried to come up with the policy
guideline for deciding howto -- it used to be that the
college -- it's tied up with the college in the end, but this
year we deci ded that before we nmake reconmendations to the
college we will come up with our internal departnent
guideline, so a |ot of the discussion this year was centered
around this point.

So if I'"mparsing out your testinmony correctly, the Advisory
Comm ttee woul d | ook at sonebody's request for sabbatical and
make a recommendation?

To the chair, yes.

To the chair.

Yes.

How | ong has that happened?

How many years?

Yes.

| don't know. Because before this two-year period | was not
on the Advisory Conmttee for a long tine.

Did you ever take sabbatical ?

Yes.

How di d you get a sabbatical ?

| just applied to the college. | don't know. You -- no. To
the departnment. You submt papers. You request a sabbatica
by submtting sonme papers to the HR secretary within the --

wthin the departnment | think.
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Wthin the departnment?

A Yeah. And then they -- | don't know what happens after that.

Q But at least for the last two years you guys nade a
reconmendat i on?

A Yeah. | think -- | would say last year. | don't really

remenber what happened the year before. Even though I was on

the commttee, | just don't renenber it.
Q Did Sel man ever apply for sabbatical while you were on the
conmmittee?
| think this year he definitely did.
What about | ast year?
Probably the year before, yeah, | think he did.

Did you guys nake a recommendation as to his sabbatical ?

> O » O >

W did not nmake a recommendati on
MS. DOUKOURE: Ckay. | have no further
questi ons.
DR PROM SLON | have a coupl e questions.
REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q Raj esh, coupl e quick questions. |If sonmeone is -- do you know

during the nom nation process for departnment committees if a
nom nation has to be accepted -- to be nom nated, does it
have to be accepted by the person bei ng nom nated?

A Yes.

Q So it could be that sonebody asked soneone to be nom nated
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and they said no and then no one would ever know?

A That's right. That is true, yeah.

Q So in this case it could be possible that people had
approached Professor Akbulut to be nom nated, he did not
accept, and no know edge woul d have been dissem nated; is

that correct? No one would have ever heard of that?

A It's possible. | have no way of know ng.

DR, PROM SLON (Ckay. That's my only question.

Thank you.
THE WTNESS: Can | --
DR. PROM SLON  No.
THE W TNESS: No? |'m done.
MR, REI FENBERG. Questions? You're finished.
JUDGE WHI TBECK: Thank you.
THE W TNESS: Thank you.
(Of the record at 11:40 a.m)
(Back on the record at 11:41 a.m)
BETH GAGNI ER
(At 11:41 a.m, called by Dr. Prom slow and
sworn by the reporter, testified as foll ows)
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY DR PROM SLOW

Q Can you pl ease state your nane for the record?

A Bet h Gagni er.

Q Have you used ot her nanes?
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A

Formerly Koi vi sto.
JUDGE WHI TBECK:  Woul d you spell your |ast name?

THE WTNESS: It's GA-GNI-ER

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

o >» O >» O

Thank you. Can you introduce yourself and explain your role
in the mitter before us today?
Sure. | amthe staff unit adm nistrator, so |I supervise --
the entire support staff rolls up to ne, and |I've been in the
Depart ment of Mathematics for about eight years.
If you could just pull the mcrophone a little bit closer
The acoustics in here are very difficult.
I's that better?
Did you receive an award recently fromthe coll ege?
| did. | received the Jack Breslin Distinguished Staff Award
in 2018 and the College of Natural Science Staff Award in
2018.
Do you have a supervisory role over Carolyn Wenple?
| do. She reports directly to mne.
How many years have you known Carol yn?
I*ve known Carolyn el even or 12 years.
Ckay. 1'd like to hand you a docunent that's already been
admtted. |It's Tab 13.1.D. It's CP-17.

(Di scussion off the record at 11:42 a.m)

(Back on the record at 11:43 a.m)

BY DR. PROM SLOW
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So can you identify briefly this docunent for us?

| can. It's an email from Professor Akbulut directed to
Carol yn Wenple, copied to nyself and ny supervisor at the
time, Rick Hensh, and a few people at the NSF

So just for clarification, how nmany parts are there to the

emai | ?
There's -- well, the original one was to Carolyn and it --
So you're discussing the -- your conments are pertaining to

the part at the bottom correct?

Correct. \Were it starts with "Dear Carolyn."

Let's focus on the part at the bottom Can you identify the
recipients for us on the bottomhalf of this email?

Yes. Not only nyself and Rick Hensh but there are three --

| ooks like three programofficers wth the NSF.

So can you identify the information that's being requested?
Yes. So when | read this enmail, Professor Akbulut is

basi cal |y asking Carolyn to correct her mstake. He's

i nplying that she is msmanagi ng his NSF accounts and
accusi ng her of m smanaging his funds.

Can you read the date of that as part of the email for us?
The date is May 16, 2016.

So at this point in time have sinmlar requests been nmade that
were di ssem nated to a broad audi ence?

Yes.

More than two?
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Yes. Many.
More than ten?
Yes.
More than 207?
' m not sure about that.
Ckay. So you have a direct supervisory role of Carolyn
Wenple; is that correct?
| do.
Do you neet with her frequently in a professional capacity?
Yes, we do.
So you're aware of --
M5. DOUKOURE: |'m going to object because now
he's putting words in the witness's nouth again
MR RElI FENBERG  Ask your question.

DR PROM SLOWN Sorry. Sustai ned.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

Ckay. Can you characterize the inpact that these emails were
havi ng on Carol yn Wenpl e?

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object to this
witness testifying to an inpact on a third person. That
person coul d have been brought before us to testify about the
impact. That would be at a m ninum hearsay. At a m ni mum
this person has not been qualified as a witness -- or as an
expert witness in other people's state of mnds. She can

testify to what she's observed Carol yn doing or not doing but
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not the inpacts.
MR. RElI FENBERG Can you ask a nore direct
questi on about observation, please?

DR PROM SLOW  Yes.

BY DR PROM SLOW

Q

Did you discuss with Carolyn specifically the inpact that
t hese email s were having on her?
Yes, | have.
Did you feel as her supervisor it was affecting her job
per f or mance?
Absol utely.
Was Carolyn Wenple at this tinme having health issues?
She was. Carolyn was going through a second round of
nmet ast asi zed breast cancer at the tine and chenot her apy.
So --
She did state to ne --
M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object to this
wi tness testifying about sonething that sonebody told her as
i nadm ssi bl e hearsay, especially when that person coul d have
been called as a witness to testify.
MR. REI FENBERG Back to the policy that ful
evi dence rul es are not governi ng.
M5. DOUKOURE: | understand that. But there's
best evidence. They have not nmade an argunent that Carol yn

Wenple is unavailable to testify. [If Carolyn Wenple is
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avail able to testify, this witness should not be allowed out
of fairness and equity in this proceeding to testify to
hearsay that | can then not cross-exam ne.

MR. REI FENBERG  Can you restructure your

question so that you' re not asking for hearsay or at |east --

DR PROMSLON | think I'Il nove on to ny next
questi on.

MR REI FENBERG -- things that she's actually
observed, the witness has actually observed?

DR. PROM SLON |'Ill nove on.

THE WTNESS: Can | add sonething? M. Wnple
broke her foot this norning and is not able to testify.

DR. PROM SLON |'msorry?

THE WTNESS: M. Wenple broke her foot this
nmorning and is not able to testify.

M5. DOUKOURE: She may not be avail abl e today
but she was available the |ast three days and she may be
avail abl e the next comi ng four days that we have schedul ed.
She's not legally --

MR REI FENBERG Well, that's beside the point
with respect to this. So ask questions about what she can
observe.

DR. PROM SLOWN Al right. | understand.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q Did you ask nme to take steps to shield Carolyn Wenple from
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these enmil s?

| did.

Do you recall what the steps were?

W had decided to notify the dean and ask for advice. W had
al so rerouted her enmails so that they would go to Richard
Hensh, and Rick or | would be the one responding to any
requests from Dr. Akbul ut.

Do you recall when the enmail rerouting began?

2015, early 2015.

Per haps January 2015?

M5. DOUKOURE: |'m going to object because he is
clearly at this point testifying and trying to color the
testinmony of this witness by providing her and feeding her
I nformation.
| had already said early 2015.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Can we go off the record for a
nonment, please?

DR. PROM SLOWN  Yes.

(Discussion off the record at 11:50 a.m)

(Back on the record at 11:50 a. m)

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

A
Q

So | can't renenber if | asked you this question or not.
Were these efforts successful ?
No.

I'mgoing to hand you an item from binder Tab 11b. 11b, as
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in bravo.
M5. DOUKOURE: This one's not admtted yet?
DR PROMSLON It's not admtted. It's a new

one.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

Can | ask that you identify this -- can you identify this
docunent ?

| can.

Can you put it in context for us? Can you describe it?

| can. It begins in April of 2017. It is addressed to the
entire Departnment of Mathematics and copied to Terry Curry.
It is addressed to Carolyn Wenple and nyself. It is --
sounds denmandi ng, yes or no to two questions. And he
reiterates -- from Professor Akbulut and he reiterates that
he's asked these questions several tinmes, and then at the
bottom he refers to fraud and enbezzlement. Feels
threatening in the fact that, you know, if you don't do
these, this is -- this is what this |ooks |like. Carolyn and
| had tal ked about this email along with many ot hers.

She's -- it's caused her a great amount of stress and
enbarrassment, frustration, job satisfaction plunmeting.

If I can clarify, the coments you just nade are specifically
addressing the part of the email at the very bottom the
initiating one -- sorry. Can you identify the part of the

emai | you're addressing?
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Yes. \Were it starts "Last tinme | |ooked Fraud and

Enbezzl enent is defined as 'the act of w thhol ding assets for
t he purpose of conversion of such assets, by one or nore
persons to whomthe assets were entrusted, either to be held
or to be used for specific purposes.”

Can you indicate to me where -- which part you're reading
fron? |'ve lost contact with you

The very | ast paragraph on Page 2.

On Page 2. kay. So just remind us. This email, what's the
date of this part of the email you're |ooking at?

April 23rd, 2017.

And can you identify the recipients of this part of the
emai | ?

It was sent to the entire Departnment of Mthematics, copied
to Terry Curry and addressed to nyself and Carol yn Wenpl e.
So the information that's being requested here from Carol yn
and fromyourself, is this a new request for information
that's been provided al ready?

No.

So can you tell us when was the information provi ded?

It had been provided several times over the |ast few years.
Even in the email he -- Professor Akbulut says, "I know you
al ready answered themto ne several tinmes in words, in

witings of emails and in official nmenos . He's trying

to persuade faculty that he says are resisting to believe the

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029 84



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

answer s.
So do you feel the email's really addressed to you?

It's addressed to nyself and Carol yn.

Ckay. There were multiple requests for information. Ws the
information provided to Professor Akbulut the sane every
time? Did you provide himwth the same information?

This gets a little nmore tricky. So the information had been
provi ded several times. | did not see every docunent that
was given to Professor Akbulut. These grants in 2014, the
financial systemthat MSU uses did not -- if you got just a
financial report out of business negligence, they weren't
reflective of what was in the grant. Encunbrances weren't.
For exanple, if you had $100,000 in your grant, really to
spend if that report said that, there were things |like
indirect costs that were still in 100,000, so you really
didn't have $100,000 to spend. You had $48,000 to spend.
That's just one exanple. Carolyn Wenple's the research
administrator in the departnment, so her role is to provide
support to faculty who have research accounts with the
university. Professor Akbulut asked her for the same
information in different formats in different ways many, nany
times, it felt like until he got the answer that he wanted,
until he could see sonething that he could use. Faculty
often have conversations and emails with the research

adm ni strator tal king about expenses, trying to run different
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scenari os on how nmuch they would have if they did this or if
they did that. So there's not a real clear-cut answer to
that question | guess is what |I'm saying.

Did you have an opportunity to observe the inpact that this
emai | has had upon Carol yn, upon the whole staff that you
supervi se?

| have. 1've had many conversations. Carolyn and | do
one-on-one neetings. The level of stress and frustration and
humi i ation --

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object. This
witness is not qualified as an expert in psychol ogy and
cannot testify to sonmebody else's |evel of frustration,
hum | i ati on, any other psychol ogi cal condition because that's
not what she's trained to do and they have not qualified her
as an expert for such.

DR. PROM SLON This is her role in the unit is
to nonitor the staff and to observe their functioning. This
Is exactly what she's supposed to be doing. This is her
experti se.

M5. DOUKOURE: She's supposed to be determ ning
their functioning with regards to how they performtheir
duties, whether they performtheir duties. She is not
supposed to be -- there is no job in the world where you're
required as a nmanager to determ ne whet her sonebody's |evel

of humliation or sonebody's |evel of anxiety or stress.
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Those are psychol ogical conditions. She can testify to
whet her or not Carolyn was able to conplete her duties,
whet her or not she had a downturn in the ability to conplete
her duties, but she cannot testify to sonmebody's state of
m nd.
MR REI FENBERG Can you ask a question that
woul dn't be tal king about her state of mnd, would be talking

about observable criteria of stress?

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

Were specific -- at any tine did you have -- did Carolyn
bring up specific indicators for stress?
Carolyn specifically told ne --

M5. DOUKOURE: |'m going to object because this
W tness cannot -- first of all, we haven't determ ned what an
i ndi cator of stress is. This witness is not capabl e of
determ ning what an indicator of stress is, and |'mgoing to
continue to reobject to this witness testifying about what
sonebody who's capable of testifying and available to do so
could testify to out of fairness and equity.

MR REI FENBERG  Coul d you question her about
observabl e behavi or, something that didn't require expert
knowl edge on the part of somnething?

DR PROM SLOWN  Sure.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

Beth, were there any specific observations that you nade

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

87




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

about Carolyn and her behavior?

Yes. Her physical appearance when we woul d have
conversations regarding this matter, her face would get
flushed and red. She would get choked up. She would get --

| wouldn't -- she didn't actually cry but water would fill in
her eyes. She was visibly upset.

Thank you.

DR PROMSLON |'mgoing to nove to submt
this. | believe it's CP-63.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Are you sure this is not
al ready admtted?

DR. PROM SLON Yes. There are -- clarification
on this docunent. It has 11D is related -- originated out of
a simlar docunent from Matt Hedden's subm ssion, but the
second hal f has not been submtted.

M5. DOUKOURE: And | would ask that the top
portion that has al ready been submtted be stricken as
duplicative

JUDGE WHI TBECK: It's already admtted.

M5. DOUKOURE: Right. But it's only part of it
and she can't testify or authenticate the rest of it. And we
only need the | ast page.

MR. REIFENBERG So basically strike the top
part.

M5. DOUKOURE: That's correct.
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DR. PROM SLOWN |'m happy to submt only the
| ast page. That's ny intent. CP-63.

MR REI FENBERG So are you submitting just the
| ast page or the -- | just want to clarify. Wich part?

DR PROM SLON | submitted only the |ast page,
the second page.

MR REI FENBERG Not anything on the first page?

DR PROM SLON Nothing on the first page. And
if the Court wi shes that the top above the black |ine be
struck, but that's relevant information, so .

MR RElI FENBERG  Ckay.

M5. YERVAK: |I'msorry. Can | be clear? So the
| ast page should, this be stricken, the top part?

MS. DOUKOURE: |'m not asking for that.

MS. YERMAK:  Ckay. Thank you.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON

CHARG NG PARTY EXHIBI T 63

12: 04 p. m
BY DR. PROM SLOW
Q Ckay. 1'd like to hand you an item This is binder Tab 11H
It has not been admitted. Beth, can you tell me if you
recogni ze this document ?
A | do.
Q Coul d you just give us a quick scan perhaps and just tell us

what your main points are that you're making?
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Yes. This is nmy statenent of inpact on fromny perception
what has been going on with Professor Akbulut's behavior and
how t he comuni cation, the constant bonbardi ng of the sane
question over and over, by copying the entire departnent,

other university officials, outside officials, with the NSF

and the inpact that it's had. It was hard to describe in
words honestly. It took me a while to wite this. It's been
very disruptive. It was very disruptive to the staff in the

departnent. Folks were in fear. They didn't want to --
their jobs are to support faculty, students, and other units.
They were fearful of making a m stake or saying sonething
wrong, that that woul d get construed and then sent out to
many ot her fol ks, not only the full departnent, but outside
the departnment, so nuch so | was telling themjust to either
send themto ne or delete them any emails that they received
from Professor Akbulut. [If he's asking for sonething that
they were to send it to ne.

DR PROMSLON |'mgoing to nove to admt.

M5. DOUKOURE: | have no objections.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON

CHARG NG PARTY EXHI BI T 64

12: 06 p. m

BY DR. PROM SLOW

When you were awarded the Distinguished Staff Award, was this

recogni zed by a tweet that originated fromthe College of
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BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q
A

Nat ural Sci ence?
Actually when | received the Breslin, the D stinguished Staff
Award, at the university level, it was tweeted by the College
of Natural Science.
I'd like to hand you a docunment. It is the content of binder
Tab 11.S12. S for Sam or sunmer.

MR REIFENBERG Did you say S |ike Sanf

DR. PROM SLON S |ike Sam

Can you identify this document for us, Beth?

| can. It is aretweet. It's like a retweet of a retweet |
think. At the bottomEylems. It starts with "Koivisto's
acconpl i shnents #MsU." She had originally retweeted the
original tweet that was sent out by CNS congratul ating ny
award, and she talked -- she has three actual points.

There's two showi ng here. But highlighted what she thinks ny
acconpl i shnents are. That was then retweeted by Professor
Akbulut with the statenent that's here that he didn't know it
was ny job to slander faculty.

So is there a link inside of this?

There is and that link is to ny statenent of inpact.

So what was your reaction when you were first informed of
this?

| was surprised. | didn't know it had happened. | was

contacted by OE, Ofice of Institutional Equity, because it
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had been reported to them by sonebody el se and that was the
first | was nade aware of it.

MR REIFENBERG Can | get a clarification here?
Did your |ast name change?

THE WTNESS: It did. It did. It was Koivisto

when | won the award and it is now Gagnier

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

At the tinme of nost of this docunments preparation it's
correct that you were Koivisto?
Correct.

DR PROM SLON So | think that was noved to
admt. |Is that okay? Mwve to admt.

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object. It's not
relevant. This is activity that Professor Akbulut engaged in
not fromthis time, not in his official capacity as MU
person. This is, in fact, protected free speech that he
engaged in on Twitter. This witness has already testified
that she did not know about it until sonebody el se notified
her about it. So it's not relevant to his duties within the
mat h departnent or whether or not he violated math policies
wi t h behavi or pursuant to his actual position at MSU. This
happened on his free time exercising his legal free speech
rights and therefore it's not relevant to this proceeding.

MR REIFENBERG W will admt it for what it's

wort h.
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MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON
CHARG NG PARTY EXHI BI T 65
12: 11 p.m

DR PROM SLOW  CP-65.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

|'ve just got one |ast document for you here. This is the
contents of binder Tab 11.N6.

DR. PROM SLON And | believe it's been
previously admtted just recently, so it should be -- | don't
know t he CP number.

M5. YERVAK: Repeat it back to ne.

PROM SLON 11.N6. Binder Tab 11.N6.

YERMAK:  It's CP-60

3 5 2

PROM SLOW  CP-60.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

A
Q
A

Do you recogni ze this docunent, Beth?

| do.

Can you give us just a brief overview of what it is?

This is when | won the College of Natural Science Staff
Award. An announcenent went out to the NatSci faculty, and
t hen Professor Akbulut sent it on Novenmber 9 of '18. Sorry.
Trying to read. To the Dean's O fice of Natural Science,
sent it to all NatSci academ cs, which was roughly 900
people, and | also actually received this, so -- and so did

ny staff, so even though it mght not |look Iike that on here,
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but the Departnent of Mathematics received this as well.
Where he states that this year's winners include hate letter
witers, and then he put links to -- the one links to ny
statenent of inmpact. It was from Professor Akbul ut.
Q Coul d you summarize for us what inpact this had on you or
per haps the whol e event ?
A It was hum |iating and enbarrassing. Most of the Nat Sci
academ c |ist people | don't know. They do not know me. The
i mpact is unknown quite honestly. In terms of what it does
to nmy reputation professionally. | did feel like if I
applied for a job somewhere that they m ght see that nanme and
go, hmm bring pause to whether they would actually consi der
me as a candidate. For soneone who doesn't |like to be in the
spotlight to begin with, you know, these awards were hunbling
and honoring and they becane a focus of enbarrassnent.
Q Ckay. Thank you.
DR PROM SLON | have no further questions.
JUDGE WHI TBECK: So the CP nunber was what?
DR. PROM SLOWN That was 60, CP-60. But it's
not a new one.
MR. REI FENBERG  Cross?
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. DOUKOURE:
Q Good afternoon, Ms. Gagnier?

A It's Gagnier.
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Gagnier. Oay. M. Gagnier. M nane is Any Doukoure. | am
an attorney representing Professor Akbulut in these
proceedings. Do you mind if | sit?

Not at all

I'mgoing to hand you a docunent you' ve al ready seen today
that you previously testified about. I1t's CP-17. And that
is 13.1.D. You recall testifying previously about this
emai | ; correct?

Yes.

And in this email you indicated that there are three or four
grant offices of the NSF attached to this email; correct?
Correct.

When a professor is acting as Pl on an NSF | oan, do they owe
the NSF fiduciary duty?

The award is given to the faculty nenmber through the
university, so the university has a fiduciary responsibility.
And then who is able to withdraw funds or allocate funds
under a grant under those circunstances?

The faculty nenber is.

The faculty menber is?

The faculty nmenber is under the rules and regul ations of the
NSF.

Are you famliar with the termPI?

[ am

What does that nean?
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Principal investigator.

Principal investigator. Wat duties are entailed with the
princi pal investigator function under an NSF grant?

They run the research and approve spendi ng.

And they're ultimtely accountable for how that noney is
spent; correct?

There are several people that can be held accountable for how
that noney is spent.

And the Pl is one of those people; correct?

Correct.

So they have a duty to ensure that their grant noney is spent
under the guidelines with which the grant was given?

Correct.

And the grants that this email tal ks about are Professor
Akbul ut's grants where he is PlI; correct?

Correct.

And he's asking for information because he believes, and I'm
not asking you whether you agree, but he believes that there
has been sone m sunderstandi ng about the allocation of the
funds in his grant; correct?

Can you ask nme that question again? | want to nmake sure |I'm
t here.

Sure. So he's sending this email to try to clear up what he
bel i eves are errors or discrepancies in the way his funds

were either all ocated?
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Q

> O > O

| don't know if | can speak to the why.

| mean, | believe that you've already spoken to the why.
You' ve attributed a lot of intent to ny client. You said he
was trying to do this, his intent was to do this. Wat is
this email asking?

He's asking Carolyn to explain herself and correct her

m st ake.

What are his exact words?

Should |I read the whole email or just that portion?

Not the whole enmail. Just that portion

Ckay. "So could you please explain this discrepancy, and
correct your m stakes nmanaging ny grants."

So he's saying that there's a discrepancy; correct?

He's saying there is a discrepancy.

And he's asking her to correct what he thinks is a

di screpancy; correct?

He says and correct your own m stake.

Right. Because who is the person who will account -- who
does the accounting for these grants?

Wll, this is -- he was addressing Carol yn Wenpl e.

Right. And if there was a di screpancy about whether his
grant was encunbered or whether funds were used one way or
anot her way, she would be the person to address that;
correct?

Correct.
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o > O >

>

>

o >» O > O

o > O >

So he's saying there's a di screpancy; correct?

Correct.

And he's asking her to fix it; correct?

He says correct your m stake.

I's that a yes? |s he asking her to fix sonething

resulting -- that resulted in a discrepancy, whether it's her
m st ake, anybody's m stake? 1|s he asking her to fix what he
thinks led to a discrepancy in his accounts?

Yes. Ckay.

Wul d that be part of her duties?

[t would be.

Did you oversee the drafting of a meno in 2016 regarding the
funds available in Professor Akbulut's grants?

| don't recall.

Do you know whet her or not Carolyn Wenple submtted a

menor andum or created such a nmenorandumthat detailed -- or
that provided any bal ances for at |east two of Professor
Akbul ut's grants?

In --

In 2016, yes. |'msorry.

| don't recall. No. | don't think so, no.

So you did not participate in the drafting of such a neno is
your testinony?

| woul d have to see the neno.

Do you do any day-to-day work with the grant funding or Pls

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

98




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

>

o >» O > O F

t henmsel ves?
On a day-to-day basis?
Yes.
No.
Have you ever?
Yes.
So you're famliar what the process for how grants becone
encunbered; correct?
Correct.
And is there circunmstances in which grants can be encunbered
by a non-binding prom se of a professor?
| guess in what -- | guess | need a little nore clarity.
Sure. So if sonmebody is comng to visit here and Professor
Akbulut is like, hey, 1I'lIl give you $10,000 when you get here
and then changes his mnd, is that sonething that coul d take
pl ace?
It is.
And he could reallocate that sane $10,000 to sonebody else if
he chose?
It is.
I'd like to nove now to what's been admtted as CP-63, which
is the | ast page of 11b.

DR. PROM SLOWN Can you clarify this docunent?
117

DR SMTH 11 D or B?
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M5. DOUKOURE: Boy. I'msorry. I1t's CP-63.
I'mdoing ny best | promse to keep up with the tabul ation of

t hese docunents.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

O

o > O >

o > O >

>

Do you recall testifying a few m nutes ago about this
docunent ?

| do.

In this email you said it was threatening and harassing;
correct?

| said | felt like it was, yes.

Can you read the first line of the email for nme after "Dear
Carol yn and Beth"?

"Forgive me for taking your available tine."

That's not threatening so nuch, is it?

It's interpretation, in ny opinion.

But there's nothing inherently nefarious about those words;
correct?

Wth that specific sentence, no.

And then the next sentence, please.

"Woul d you pl ease answer the foll owi ng questions YES or NO?"
There's nothing inherently nefarious about woul d you pl ease
either; correct?

Correct.

And then he's asking you to provide specific answers to two

questions; correct?
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o > O >

Correct.

Wul d those two questions be within either the purview of you
or Carolyn Wenple to be able to answer?

There was -- can you ask nme again? |'msorry.

| know. It's not easy to be up there I'msure. Those two
questions, which just for clarification are actually | abel ed
as 1 and 2; correct?

Correct.

Ckay. Would you be able to answer those questions?

Not with a yes or a no just how he asked. This is the
foll owi ng questions, yes or no.

Okay. So if | ask you right now did Professor or Chair
Prom sl ow use $5,000 of departnent funds to pay for Mhammad
Asadi's health insurance, that's not a question that you' d be

able to answer?

I would -- well, I would have to | ook at --

Right. I1'mnot asking you to answer it. | promse. You do
not have to answer that question today. [|'m asking whether
in your -- within the scope of your job you woul d have the

information at sonme point to be able to answer that question.
Correct.

So yes, you woul d?

Correct.

Okay. | just want to nake sure. And then the second

question, is that sonething that you woul d have been able to
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o > O >

answer ?

That woul d have been sonething that -- it would have taken ne
probably a long tine. Carolyn Wenple would be the best
person to answer that question.

So it's fair to say, then, that both of those questions could
have been answered by either you or Carolyn Wenpl e?

Yes.

And that this email, while sent to a wi der audi ence, was
addressed to two people who had the ability to answer those
two questions?

Yes.

Does this docunent explicitly say that you are being accused
of enbezzl enent or fraud?

Tone it felt like there was an inplication of that by the

| ast paragraph.

Are you famliar wth all of the circunstances regarding --
or a large portion of circunstances regardi ng Professor

Akbul ut's allegations of the encunbrances of his grants?

Can you -- I'msorry. | need you to repeat that question

Do you know t he general sense of what he's conpl ai ni ng about ?
Yes.

And isn't it true that a |lot of times he conplained that

Prof essor Prom sl ow actually prevented himfromusing his
grant?

He conpl ai ned of that.
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And not necessarily that Carolyn Wenple or yourself had done
any stealing of his funds; correct?

It felt that way.

But he never said that, did he?

This was addressed to nyself and Carolyn and it tal ks about

fraud and enbezzl enent, so | think fraud, that was a

reasonable -- for us that was a reasonable --

["mnot -- I'"mnot judging your reasonabl eness.

Ckay.

I"mreally not nmaking a judgrment on that. |'m asking you

whether it's possible or whether this docunent states that he
was accusing you or Carolyn Wenple of enbezzl enent?

The docunment is addressed to Carolyn and nyself and it tal ks
about fraud and enbezzl enent, so does he come out and say |'m
going to charge you wth fraud and enbezzlenment? No. But it
is addressed to Carolyn and | and he tal ks about fraud and
enbezzl emrent and we're financial officers for the departnent,
SO .

But woul d you al so be the ones that sonmebody woul d conme to if
t hey wanted say an accounting of whether or not sonmebody took
$5,000 fromthemfraudulently to pay for a different -- |ike
Prof essor Asadi, for instance? You'd have that infornation?
We woul d have that information, but we are al so the purse of
t hese funds, so that would be our responsibility, and if

there was any question on fraud and enbezzl enment within the
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departnent, the natural people who would be | ooked at woul d
be nyself and Carol yn Wenpl e.

Right. And also the person who nmade the fraudul ent request
for $5,000 to pay for M. Asadi's health insurance; correct?

| don't know that | can speak to that honestly.

That's fair. 1'magoing to ask you about the letter that you
wote without giving it back to you. |Is that okay? |[|'m not
going to ask you -- | promse you |l won't ask you to recal

the contents of it. | just don't think it's necessary to go

t hrough t he whol e t hi ng.

Ckay.

You wote a letter about -- they're calling it an inpact
statenent, so was it your intent to wite a |letter about
Prof essor Akbul ut's behavior that was intended to show how it
has affected, you know, maybe yourself and people under your
di rection?

That woul d be correct.

Ckay. And you wote that letter as a request of Professor
Prom sl ow; correct?

Prof essor Prom sl ow asked if | would be willing to wite a
statenent of inpact.

So he solicited this letter fromyou?

He asked if | would wite it.

And you drafted it?

| drafted it.
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And you submitted it to hin®

| did.

And it's fair to say that it's an honest and accurate
representati on of how you felt?

Correct.

So it doesn't inpugn any -- if sonebody read this letter, it
woul dn't necessarily inpugn any portion of your character as
di shonest; correct?

Correct.

So if other people were looking at it, it really just talks
about Professor Akbulut? It doesn't really say anything
about you, does it?

Vell, | believe it tal ks about how -- the inpact that it was
havi ng.

Right. And it talks about the inpact it had on you, but it
doesn't say anything about your character?

No.

Your ability to function in the workpl ace?

No.

M5. DOUKOURE: | have nothing further. On,
wait. That's not true. | lied. | have one nore question.
It can be done in like two mnutes | proni se.

MR RElI FENBERG  Ckay.

M5. DOUKOURE: And then | don't know if you guys

have any questi ons.

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

105




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MR, REIFENBERG Well, let nme get to that.

BY M5. DOUKOURE

Q

O

> O >» O >

You testified about a tweet that was brought to your
attention?

Um hnm

About that Professor Akbulut had retweeted sonmebody el se's
retweet with comment about the award you won; correct?
Correct.

And just for the record, we're tal king about CP-65, which is
admtted. And you testified that you were not aware of that
tweet until the OE brought it to your attention; correct?
Correct.

And that tweet does not tag or -- are you famliar with that
tern? It doesn't tag your Twitter?

| amfamliar with that term

OCkay. Does it at you?

No.

So it doesn't nention your Twitter handle at all?

Right. But the hashtag MsSU puts it out to the entire --
anyone who follows MSU is ny understandi ng.

| mean, the hashtag MsSU does not call you out, correct,
personal | y?

No. It doesn't cone to like nmy Twitter

It doesn't post it on your Twitter account; correct?

Correct.
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And your nane is not hashtagged in it; correct?

Correct. Correct.

And you were made aware of this by the OE report, provided

by the O E?
Correct.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Excuse ne, counsel. Are you
saying G or AQFE?

MS5. DOUKOURE: OE. Ofice of Institutiona
Equi ty.

JUDGE WH TBECK: O E.

M5. DOUKOURE: That is correct.

BY MS. DOUKOURE:

o >» O » O » O > O

So they brought it your attention?

Correct.

Do you know if there was an investigation?

There was.

Do you know what the results of that investigation are?
| do.

What are they?

Wthout |ooking at the report, | would |like to --

Isn'"t it true that that O E investigator determ ned that
Prof essor Akbul ut was not targeting you?

Again, | don't -- there were no sanctions issued if that
makes any - -

That's the only thing you renenber? No sanctions?
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vell --
| nean, it's a long report.
It is a very long report.
And 1'm not asking you to recall any of the --
And | didn't read it.
And if you don't recall the general crux of the report, you
can say that.
Yeah. | nean, there were no findings, | guess.
There was no finding agai nst Professor Akbulut; correct?
Correct.

M5. DOUKOURE: Thank you. Now | really, really
have not hing further.

MR, REI FENBERG Then | suggest that we stop
her e.

MS. KELLEY: Can we let the witness go or do you
have questions?

MR REI FENBERG Well, are you going to --

DR. PROM SLOW  No.

MS. KELLEY: No, we do not. W have no
redirect.

DR SMTH: No questions.

MR REI FENBERG Then we'll let the w tness go.

(Recess taken at 12:36 p.m)

(Back on the record at 1:31 p.m)

RI CHARD J. HENSH
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(At 1:31 p.m, called by Dr. Prom sl ow and sworn

by the reporter, testified as follows)
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY DR. PROM SLOW
Q Wul d you pl ease state your full name for the record?

A. Ri chard J. Hensh.

Q Can you give us your background at MSU and why it relates to
this process we're here for today?

A I''ma senior teaching specialist and assistant to the chair.
Obviously | have teaching duties. M duties as assistant to
the chair, | provide the departnent with data. | query data
whenever asked, whenever |'masked. And |I'malso the
supervi sor of the staff.

M5. DOUKOURE: I'msorry. | could not hear the
last |ike half of that sentence.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q Coul d you pull the m crophone close to you?

A ["msorry.

Q The acoustics in here are super deadening. You al nost have
to eat the m crophone.

M5. DOUKOURE: | couldn't hear who you were
super Vi si ng.

A The staff. Specifically Beth Koivisto reports directly to
me, the finance officer.

BY DR. PROM SLOW
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How | ong have you been at MsU?

A As an instructor, since 1994.

Q ['mgoing to hand you a docunent that has al ready been
admtted as CP-18. |It's Tab 13.1F. Everyone with ne? Rick,
do you recogni ze this docunent?

A Yes.

Q Can you remind us of the date it was sent and if you could
verify briefly just the contents? W've all seen it before.

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object to the form
of the question. That's a conmpound questi on.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q Can you give us the date?

A It's dated May 5th -- excuse ne. May 17th, 2016.

Q And the content particularly of the third -- the email at the
bottom and the second emails?

A The one that begins "Dear Carolyn"?

Q The one that begins, yes, "Dear Carolyn.” At the bottom of
the first page.

A Ckay. This is an ermail from Sel man Akbul ut to our person
that's in charge of NSF funds, anmong other things, Carolyn
Wenpl e, asking for balances in one or nore of Professor
Akbul ut's NSF grants.

Did | ask you to take action about these enails?

A Yes.

Q Can you tell us what the action was?
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You asked nme to figure out sone way that Carolyn would not

see these emails. So what we did with Carolyn's perm ssion,

and | made sure that | informed you and Beth, we set up an
email filter so that emails that had certain key words, |ike
abrogation, would not -- Carolyn would not see them They

woul d be forwarded to me and then | woul d convey the question
to Carolyn.

So was the filter successful ?

Initially I thought it would be, but Carolyn needed to
receive certain correspondence from Sel man that were not
related to this particular question and so setting it up was
difficult. 1t was somewhat successful but not conpletely
successful .

Wien did you start?

Shortly after. Sonmetine during -- during this tinme period.
Roughly in the nonth of May 2016.

Ckay. Can you explain to us why -- was it comunicated to
you why the filter should be put in place?

Yes. | was aware of the situation that was -- that was

ongoi ng, the situation being that Selman had continued to ask
Carolyn effectively the same question over and over, phrasing
it a sonewhat different way. |In addition to that, he also
indirectly -- he also sent out correspondences related to
this issue, Abrogation of Duty, for exanple, that was sent to

the entire departnment, which she receives email from and

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

111




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

also fromtine to tine the staff was copied and she received
emails. She's a staff person, so she received those emails
as wel | .

| guess | don't have to nove to admt. That's already
admtted. So |I'mgoing to hand you another binder tab here.
It's Tab 11.11G 1'Il take that one. Do you recognize this
docunent, Rick?

| do.

Can you describe it for us?

This is ny letter dated April 21st, 2018, to nenbers of the
University Commttee on Faculty Affairs detailing two

i nstances concerning Professor Akbulut's interactions with
the math departnent staff.

Can you | oosely describe it for us?

The first incident involves Professor Akbulut discovering
that the departnent would no | onger provide postage stanps
for anybody, and then he followed that up with an email to
the entire departnment upset about the new policy, and it was
just -- it was sonething that he had done before, but this

was the instance that | could recall specifically, so |

included it in my letter. It was -- the summary of that
particular issue was -- it was, in my opinion, his effort to
bully the staff. That's all | need to say about that one.

The second one?

I f you want to add sonet hi ng.
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Not to the first one. GCkay. The second incident is alittle
bit -- it focuses on the issue that you asked about earlier.

The emails that were sent to Carolyn directly or indirectly

had been ongoi ng since sonetine in 2014. | was asked --
excuse ne. | was under the inpression or | understood
specifically, I think I saw the email, that Sel man was

directed to stop sending Carolyn enails about the Abrogation
of Duty issue and then emails in general, and when he
refused, then | set up this email filter that | described
earlier.

So is there anything about the interaction between Carolyn
and Sel man that you observed directly or perceived that was
nost troubling to you?

Once the enmil filter was in place, the email nessages al ong
this line, this Abrogation of Duty email, would cone into ny
inbox and it was very disheartening. | sawthe letters as
basically an attack, and the thing that made it all the nore
toxic, in my opinion, was that everybody seened to be copied
on these emails. It wasn't always the case, but it happened
sufficiently often enough where the staff, the chair
sonetines the dean of the college, on occasion the president
of the university. Carolyn had been undergoi ng a second
round of chenotherapy during this period, and just speaking
fromnmy own personal experience | know the effect it had on

me. | can't imagine howit would be to sonebody who's going
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t hrough chenotherapy. So | tried to do the best | could to
make sure this filter worked because | didn't see any other
way around the situation.
DR PROMSLON |'d like to nove to admt.
M5. DOUKOURE: | have no objection.
MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON
CHARG NG PARTY EXHI BI T 66
1:42 p. m
BY DR. PROM SLOW
Q What would it mean to you personally if Selman remains in the
depart nent ?
A Let me answer that question two ways. |If he remained in the
departnment and continued to send the enmails as he had
t hroughout the years, it's very disruptive. It's -- it's --
It's a toxic atnosphere. On the other hand, if the emails do
not continue, | don't have a -- | don't have a problem The
emai|l issue and the badgering of the staff is my primary
concern, and there is no indication that that will stop based
on since 2014.
DR. PROM SLOWN Thanks. | have no further
questi ons.
MR. REI FENBERG  Cross.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. DOUKOURE
Q Good afternoon, M. Hensh. M nane is Any Doukoure. |'man
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attorney. |'mrepresenting Professor Akbulut in this matter.
Is it okay if I sit?
Yes.
Ckay. | have very few questions for you.

Wth regards to the filter that you put on
Carolyn Wenple's emails, was Professor Akbulut nade aware of
that filter before you had done it, if you know?
| don't know.
You didn't tell him though?
| did not.
Okay. Once that -- those emails were filtered to your enai
address, did you forward themon to Carolyn Wenpl e?
Not directly. Sonetinmes | would rephrase the question and
send it on to her so that there was less -- just so it stated
some facts. In particular | didn't forward it on to Carolyn
if the email contained information that was essentially sent
to her at sone earlier tine.
Ckay. Did anybody -- | want to be very specific. Once those
emails were filtered to your enail address, did anybody
provide a response to Professor Akbulut's emails that you

determ ned that you would not forward on to Carolyn Wenpl e?

No. Unless -- unless the informati on was new.

["msorry?

Unl ess the information -- unless the request was new and --
so there's -- there's two possibilities. That's one
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possibility. The other possibility --

Q Let me clarify. |I'mnot asking you whether or not she
refused to do --
No, no. Ckay. Carify.

Q Yeah. |'mnot asking you that. |'mjust asking you the
emai | s that ask her questions that you failed to forward on

to Carolyn Wenple, whether those emails were ever responded

to.

A Sonetinmes | responded to them

Q Wth regards to questions about his grant in 2014, did
anybody respond to those enuil s?

A Fromtine to tine, yes.

Q The bul k of them were they responded to?

A | don't know the answer to that.

Q Wth regards to -- strike that.

Are you aware of a situation where Carolyn

Wenpl e was asked about $5,000 that was paid for M. Asadi's
heal t h i nsurance?

A | don't recall that specific instance.

Q kay. I'mgoing to give you an exhibit. |[If you can give ne

one second to get that exhibit.

M5. DOUKOURE: |1'mgoing to hand this witness
what's marked as CP-63. It is the |ast page of what was in
t he binder Tab 11b, as in boy.

BY M5. DOUKOURE:
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Have you had a chance to review the docunent ?

Yes.

Do you recall whether or not you've ever seen this enai
bef or e?

| can't be a hundred percent sure, but | don't recall this
docunent .

The date of this document is April 23rd, 2017, at 7:14 p.m
|s that before or after the filter was put on Carolyn

Wenmpl e's emai | ?

After.

Have you read the docunent now that |'ve given it to you?
Yes.

Do you believe this docunent may have been filtered from
Carol yn Wenple's email ?

| don't know. Since |l didn't see it, it's possible that it
was not filtered.

So you don't know if he was ever provided a response to this
emai | ?

| cannot verify one way or the other.

That's fair. |In your letter you reference an incident
regardi ng Professor Akbul ut requesting postage stanps?
Correct.

And then finding out that the departnent no | onger provided
postage stanps for mail. That's the incident we're speaking

of ?
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Correct.

Was that a new policy?

It was not an official policy one way or the other.

Had the departnment provided postage stanps to professors when
they had asked for it before?

The departnment did not. The staff -- | understand that the
stanps cane by way of courtesy fromone or nore of the staff
menber s.

Qut of their pocket or out of stanps they had pursuant to

their job functions?

No. They -- | should be clear. The -- at |east when | used
that facility, | -- | gave noney for the stanps, so it was

a -- we just bought themthere fromthem

From t hen?

They weren't -- they weren't given gratis. At least to ne,
SO .

So if Professor Akbulut had gotten stanps before and there's
not an official policy and now there's a new policy, that

m ght have been a surprise to hinf

Yes.

It mght have led to a conplaint or two about the fact that
he could no | onger, you know, stanp things in the office?

I nyself was subject to the sane policy. | was surprised.
And when | discovered the policy, | went out and bought ny

own stanps and just kept themin ny office.
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Q

A

But there could have been sonebody conpl ai ning or grunbling
about it?

Correct.

DOUKOURE: | have no further questions.

REI FENBERG No further questions?

DOUKOURE:  No.

2 5 3 &

REI FENBERG.  Redirect?

REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

So, Rick, once the filter was in place, did you and Beth
Gagni er effectively assune joint responsibility for Professor

Akbul ut's post award services on his grants?

Not for all of them Just for the ones that were -- well,
let me -- let ne rephrase that. W effectively worked on his
post grants -- we assuned that responsibility, but | never

really asked for clarification fromCarolyn. There were sone
correspondences that she needed to continue with Sel man.
That's why we didn't -- at |east she had no objection,
because we didn't filter out everything. It would have been
so much easier to set up the filter if we had filtered out

all these emails but she didn't want that.

Can you just give us an estimate how many emails the filter
capt ured?

In the time span starting in May of 2016 through | think

Novenber with -- nost of Novenber, there were at | east 16
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emai |l s that had the words "abrogation” or "abrogation of
duty" that Carolyn received directly or indirectly. That's
what she was copied on. | didn't search -- | didn't count
any ot her sources of enuils.

DR. PROM SLON Thank you.

MR REI FENBERG. So these are the ones that were
captured by the filter in 20167

THE WTNESS: That's correct.

DR. PROM SLOWN  Yes.

MR. REI FENBERG. Any ot her questions?

DR. PROM SLON |' m done.

MR, REI FENBERG | guess you're excused.

DR. PROM SLOWN Ckay. W have no ot her
W tnesses at this tine.

MR. REIFENBERG Are you ready to present yours?

M5. DOUKOURE: Sure. Can | have |ike two
seconds to switch gears? Actually | knowit's alittle bit
early, seven mnutes early. Should we break now and cone
back and start?

MR REIFENBERG |'msorry?

MS. DOUKOURE: | said it's seven minutes before
we' re supposed to take a break, so | was going to say if we
can break seven mnutes early and then cone back, that nay be
nore | ogi cal

MR. RElI FENBERG That nmkes sense.
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M5. DOUKOURE: Ckay. Thank you.

DR. PROM SLOWN Can | just ask a procedural
question? In between the end of their witness testinony and
the rebuttal case is there a break or is this -- or is -- |
just don't know how the process works. Do we just follow
i medi ately? |'mjust wondering about binder -- files for
bi nders, do those need to be prepared now or conpl eted now or
if there's new --

MR REI FENBERG  You nean final --

DR. PROM SLOW Finalization of the rebuttal
bi nder. Wen does that need to be conpleted? | sinply don't
know.

DR. SMTH  Yeah. Because | have a binder that
was delivered to ne, just last week | got it, and is that

bi nder conplete or are there some other things that will cone

for that?

M5. YERVAK: That's conpl ete.

DR. SMTH.  That is conplete, so nothing el se
wi |l be added?

DR. PROM SLOW That's the chargi ng binder.

DR. SMTH. No, no. The respondent.

MS. DOUKOURE: So that's our binder. And it's
al nost conplete. W have at |east one rebuttal docunent that
we W ll be submtting that | spoke about earlier.

DR. SMTH  Maybe you can just provide that as
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an additional item

MS. DOUKOURE: | will.

DR. SMTH  Yeah. Not a problem Yeah. |It's
not a problemat all.

(Di scussion off the record at 1:54 p.m)

(Back on the record at 1:55 p.m)

M5. KELLEY: | think the question was do you
need to have the rebuttal exhibits in advance, and no. You
will get themat the start of our rebuttal case. That nmakes
sense; right?

M5. DOUKOURE: | nean, you can't have a rebuttal
before a --

MS. KELLEY: Right.

DR. PROM SLOWN It doesn't happen before that.

M5. KELLEY: No.

M5. DOUKOURE: | think, yeah, that would put an
undue burden on you. W' d have to guess.

MR REIFENBERG All right. So then we're going
to take a break.

M5. DOUKOQURE: Ckay. Thank you.

(Recess taken at 1:55 p.m)

(Back on the record at 2:10 p.m)

M5. DOUKOURE: Adm nistratively, it's ny
understanding that | get to make oral argunents now, correct?

MR. REI FENBERG  You can make an openi ng.
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M5. DOUKOURE: Would you prefer if I stand to
make openi ng argunents?

DR. SMTH  You're fine there as |ong as we can
hear you.

M5. DOUKOURE: | find this mcrophone to be a
| ot easier to use than that one, but if the panel feels it's
nore respectful to stand, I will do that.

So this proceedi ng has convened and has taken
pl ace over several days now in an attenpt to show that
Prof essor Akbul ut's conduct has brought a |evel of, the
al | egations are di sharnony and di srepute to the math
departnent. The problemthat was faced by Professor Akbul ut
has been characterized by the charging party as m ni mal,
sonet hi ng he shoul d have gotten over relatively quickly, and
that he had had enough process. Due to testinony of the
def ense witnesses, it will becone evident to this panel that
there was already an environnment of a level of toxicity in
the math departnent that was present prior to Professor
Akbul ut's Abrogation of Duty Penalty that resulted from
several discrepancies and several abnormalities that had
happened in the departnent, including what appears to be
appoi ntnents that were not in conjunction with the byl aws as
required. It wll also becone evident that there is sone
credi bl e evidence that many of the all egations agai nst

Prof essor Akbul ut for the Abrogation of Duty Penalty were
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either msinterpreted or m srepresented to the panels that
wer e deci ding those issues, that credence was not given to
Prof essor Akbul ut regardi ng the anount of noney that he --
that was available within his funds for the NSF with which to
pay the tuition for certain students that would put him over
the cap. There will also be evidence that there, in fact,
was anot her student who had wi shed to apply who was deni ed
because she applied several mnutes too |late. There will be
evi dence put forth that he, in fact, did teach the exact
class that was canceled. There will be evidence put forth
that he had a 1-2 teaching load for the year that he was
supposed to -- for the year that this took place, neaning he
was teaching one in the fall and two in the spring, and he
did, in fact, teach two courses in the spring.

There will be evidence of other corruption that
took place by persons within the departnent who had the
ability to affect raises, that had the ability to affect
cl ass assignnents, and that had the ability to affect the
overal | atnosphere in the departnent as well as the ability
to influence negatively inferences and understandi ngs about
nmy client's behavior and personality and that that person
did, in fact, do other things to try to bring disrepute to
Prof essor Akbul ut, including changing registration nunbers on
cl asses, not the actual nunber of people who registered but

the registration nunbers, and al so tanpering w th student
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evaluation forns to provide | ower student evaluations for
Prof essor Akbul ut than was actually ascribed by students
t hensel ves.

Al'l of these things we will argue and we w ||
present evidence led to a certain anount of m strust on
behal f of Professor Akbulut towards the departnent and
towards the process that he received. Evidence will indicate
t hat Professor Akbulut was not trying to harass or intimdate
peopl e but rather just to clear his nane, renove bl em shes
fromhis academ c record that were put there, and try to
bring a | evel of transparency to the goings-on in the
departnent that had not been there before and to expose sone
of the corruption that had taken place that was | eading to
other -- hinself and other departnment nenbers to feel that
there was a level of corruption in the math departnent and a
| evel of hostility towards certain nenbers of the math
departnent in favor of other nenbers.

W're really here today because Professor
Promi sl ow was criticized for his actions because he nade a
m st ake, and instead of clearing up that m stake, he doubl ed
down on it by continuing to bring processes, continuing to
i nflame people in the departnment against my client, to
continue to speak wth nenbers and get them-- of the
departnent and get themon his side. You' ve heard testinony

to that already. W are really here because Professor
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Prom sl ow, as expressed in his own testinony here today --
not today but during this proceeding, sees in pictures, so
sonetimes he says things that are not necessarily accurate
and then he cannot admt his inaccuracies and instead tries
to clear themup by putting other inaccuracies and pointing
the fingers at other people about why they don't just get
over things.

This is not sonething that Professor Akbul ut
took lightly. He has a long history at MSU, as you've
al ready heard and you will continue to hear, where he is a
renowned nat hemati ci an whom students appreciate taking his
class. He is well-published. He has brought noney into the
university. Before this Abrogation of Duty Penalty there has
been no testinony that anybody has had any negative
interactions with Professor Akbulut. |In fact, many of the
peopl e who have testified so far have stated they canme to
M chigan State University in the math departnent because of
Prof essor Akbulut. And we will put further testinony on over
the next course of the next couple of days that continues to
tal k about the positive inpact that Professor Akbul ut has had
on the nmath departnent, on the reputation of MSU, on his
col | eagues, and on graduate students who ultimately got their
Ph. D. doi ng research under Professor Akbul ut.

And with that, I'd like to call ny first

witness. I'mcalling Ustun Yildirim
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M5. KELLEY: And | don't believe this w tness
was on our Wtness List. It was on the Anmended Wtness List
whi ch was provided | ate.

M5. DOUKOURE: |'m assuming that's an objection
despite the fact that | didn't hear one.

M5. KELLEY: It's an objection.

MR. REIFENBERG Did you hear the objection?

MS. DOUKOURE: | did not, but | heard an
objection now. This witness is -- was provided to the pane
on tinme. There was an issue possibly with service of the
charging party, but the regulations say it nust be provided
by the panel -- all things nust be submtted to the panel by
August 2nd. This was in ny binder which was received by the
panel on August 2nd.

M5. KELLEY: Your guidelines state that five
sets of all exhibits and five sets of Wtness Lists shall be
filed with Kara Yermak with a copy to the opposing party by
five p.m on Friday, August 2nd.

M5. DOUKOURE: And | believe you're the only
person who nay not have gotten that because of a clerica
error, and there's no prejudice here and there's no prejudice
to providing a witness |ate.

M5. KELLEY: There's no such prejudice in the
gui del i nes.

MR. RElI FENBERG When was the final Wtness List
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provided to her?

M5. DOUKOURE: | provided it to her yesterday I
t hi nk.

M5. KELLEY: | take it -- | don't know.

M5. DOUKOURE: Yesterday or the day before.
provided it by email yesterday or the day before.

MR. REI FENBERG. \When were you made aware of the
fact that she hadn't gotten it?

M5. DOUKOQURE: The day before that.

MR. REIFENBERG |s there any other information
we need? Now, can you tell nme in terns of the fact that
you' re chal l enging these witness |ists what harm exists
because of the delay for qualification purposes?

M5. KELLEY: Well, we don't know that they were
going to testify, so, you know, all of that that goes wth
it.

MR. REIFENBERG |I'mjust trying to see what the
effect of the |ate presentati on was.

DR. PROM SLON It's an inpact to our
preparation.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: |'m sorry?

DR. PROM SLOW CQur ability to prepare.

M5. DOUKOURE: MWy Wtness List is not required
to provide any content regardi ng the substance of the

testinony. Only theirs is. Therefore, they have a nane.
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They don't know what ny witness is going to testify. [|'m not
sure how much their preparation has been affected by late
notice. Not a single docunent is going to be entered under
this witness. Not a single docunent that we provided to this
panel or to Ms. Kelley or the charging party bears this

W t ness' s nane.

MR. REIFENBERG. So the only information that
was given to themlate was the Wtness List?

MS. DOUKOURE: That's correct.

MR, REI FENBERG  Not the docunents?

M5. DOUKOURE: All those docunents are docunents
they' ve had for nonths because they were provided at the
initial hearing, pre hearing | think it was actually called.

MR. REI FENBERG  What renedi es are you
proposi ng?

M5. KELLEY: That they not be allowed to
testify. There are two wi tnesses who were originally |isted.
That's who we expected would be testifying here at this
heari ng.

MR. REIFENBERG |'mjust trying to clarify
where you're going with this. So you want us to strike the
| ast two witnesses?

M5. KELLEY: Unless of course, you know, they
are rebuttal witnesses -- or surrebuttal w tnesses. Then she

woul d be allowed to bring new witnesses. So | woul d expect
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that the two witnesses that we tinely received notice of
woul d testify. Anybody beyond that would have to be a
surrebuttal wtness to be a new witness. Does that nake
sense?

M5. DOUKOURE: No. But there's been a ot of
di scussi on here --

M5. KELLEY: | was addressing the hearing
commttee. I'mtrying to be polite. | think I've been

accused of being very inpolite. So .

MR. REIFENBERG Al | was asking you --
M5. DOUKOURE: |'msorry. M answer was not to
you. | wasn't telling you no. That was not ny intent. M

intent was not to say no, it's no clear. M intent was to
say no, that's not accurate. But for clarity, there's been a
| ot of discussion here about what grad students know or
didn't know and di scussed and how it inpacted grad students.
This student was a grad student during this tine. He will be
testifying in rebuttal to conments made specifically by
Kal fagi anni. Specifically he can rebut statenments that she
made about grad students as well as other conments nade about
what ot her grad students knew.

MR. REIFENBERG It's the decision of the
hearing commttee to deny the objection and to allow the
W t nesses.

M5. DOUKOURE: Thank you.
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MR. REIFENBERG Can | just ask you anot her
question? This isn't the -- you asked us about a person who
was flying in on Friday. |Is that still --

M5. DOUKOURE: He was |eaving on Friday. W do
have sonebody who is flying in fromRussia who will not be
avai lable to testify until four p.m Friday because he is --

MR. REIFENBERG | was just confused about.

M5. DOUKOURE: No. He was supposed to be
| eaving -- he's the one that | asked if we could have first
in case we didn't start before Friday.

MR. REI FENBERG  Ckay.

M5S. KELLEY: | apol ogize. Just a clarification.
So all of the wtnesses on the Arended Wtness List will be
allowed to testify in the faculty nenber's case?

MR. REI FENBERG  Yes.

MS. KELLEY: Okay.

MR REIFENBERG Is this a student or forner
st udent ?

MS. DOUKOURE: Forner student.

MR. REI FENBERG Then, Kara, can you close the
doors? Because the courtroom has to be cl osed.

USTUN YI LDI R M

(At 2:27 p.m, called by Ms. Doukoure and sworn

by the reporter, testified as foll ows)

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
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BY M5. DOUKCURE

> O > O

> O >» O > O

Can you pl ease state your nanme and spell it for the record?
My name is Ustun Yildirim It's spelled U S T-UN,
Y-1-L-D-I-R- 1 -M

And how are you associated with Mchigan State University?
| was a Ph.D. student here.

Wien were you a Ph.D. student here?

Sorry?

Wien? What years?

| start ny Ph.D. study here in the fall of 2012 and |
graduated 2018, |ike fall 2018.

Are you famliar with Professor Akbul ut?

Yes, | am

How are you famliar wth Professor Akbul ut?

| was his student. He was ny advisor. W also did research
together. He's ny collaborator as well.

And how do you find -- did you know anyt hi ng about Professor
Akbul ut prior to comng to Mchigan State?

| mean, | heard of his research, yeah. But not a |ot of
details. Like he's -- like he's a very fanous forenost
researcher in the world.

And when you cane to Mchigan State, how did you find

Prof essor Akbul ut's teachi ngs?

| find that he was |ike real dedicated to mathematics, and

i ke because | wanted to be a really good mat hemati ci an, |
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t hought he was -- he has to be ny advisor. Basically that's
i ke how | decided to be his student.

And while he was advising you, did you develop a relationship
wi th Professor Akbul ut?

Sure. | nmean, like yeah. Like we were -- | nean, of course
we -- like we becane friends. | nean, we would go to |ike --
you know, have dinners or | would go to his house. Yeah
Overall if you had to describe Professor Akbulut's character,
how woul d you describe it?

| mean, as | said, he's a very dedi cated mat hemati ci an and
he's -- he's always like truthful. He -- he -- he has a --
like he I'ike pursues truth at any cost.

He pursues truth at any cost?

Yeah.

Did you have any interactions with anybody else in the math
departnent besides Professor Akbul ut?

Yes. Gaduate director, Jon Wl fson, for exanple. | nean,
of course | took many classes. You know, | -- | took ny
conpr ehensive exam and in ny conmmittee there were |ike four
professors. | took -- | nean, | defended ny thesis and there
were |ike four professors there, so yeah, there were other
people as well.

Can you characterize your interactions with Professor
Wl f son?

Yeah. So like, | mean, | took his -- first of all, |ike he
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was a graduate director, so |ike whenever we had sone sort
of, | nean, question about |ike nmy studies, | would, you
know, go ask hi mabout that, and | also took a course from
him It was a geonetry class. And in that class | noticed
that he was like not really treating students equally. In
fact -- | mean, there were only a few students. | renenber
four students right now, but |I don't remenber if there were
maybe sonme -- |ike maybe one or two nore possibly. Mybe
not. And like basically there was only one student that he
was |like clearly favoring and all the others were, | mean

basi cal | y di scri m nat ed.

If you can recall, how many students took that class with
you?
| mean, | renenber four students.

I's that a typical nunber of students to be in a graduate
studi es cl ass?

Yeah. | nean, yeah. Four is typical

Do you recall any time that there was |ess than four students
in a graduate studies class?

Yes. But, | nean, usually -- | mean, so like normally
courses are only -- like other than the year -- |ike 2000 --

| nean, before 2015 like the courses would run with like |ess
than five people. Four people would be okay for the course
to start, like as far as | can renenber. And even then

peopl e woul d drop the courses and, you know, over tine |ike
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people would -- | mean, the courses would run with | ess than
four peopl e.

Wien was the | ast school year that you took an actual class

at MsU?
| nean, | believe in ny last year | was only taking
di ssertation credits. | mean, | really don't renenber, but

it's probably |ike 2016. Like, |I mean, excluding the

di ssertation credits.

You took classes in Turkey? |Is that what you're saying?
No. No.

| didn't hear what you said, so l'mtrying to clarify.

In 2016, |ike 2016 was probably the | ast year | took actual
cl asses.

And you started -- so before 2015, if you can recall, how
long did you have to register for spring classes?

Sorry?

How | ong? How | ate on the cal endar year did you register for
spring classes prior to 2015?

Li ke how I ong? Sorry. |'mnot --

So the cal endar year runs from Septenber -- | nmean, |I'm
sorry. The academ c year runs from Septenber to May of the
next year.

Ri ght.

The spring senester would be starting in January.

Ri ght.
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Q How | ong did you have before -- or when was the -- do you
remenber what the cutoff was to register for classes?
A That | don't really renmenber. Yeah.
Q Do you remenber if it was sumertinme, if it was wintertine?
A For -- for fall classes?
Q For spring cl asses.
A For spring classes? | mean, it was not sumertinme. But |
can't remenber when in the fall
MR REI FENBERG ~ Just for sone information, are
you tal ki ng about the course taught by Wl fson?
M5. DOUKOURE: |I'msorry. Right now we're
tal king just generally.
DR SMTH:  But you were?
MS. DOUKOURE: W were, yes.
DR SMTH: And can we have the course nane,
nunber, and senester, please?
BY M5. DOUKOURE
Q If you remenber, the course nane, nunber, and senester of the
class you took with Professor Wl fson
A Ckay. | mean, so | took the geonetric anal ysis course.
nmean, like unfortunately | don't renenber those details, but
of course they're in ny, you know, transcript. | can easily
| ook it up.
DR SMTH |'mjust curious about what senester
that was.
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A | believe it was in |like 2014, but I"'mnot entirely sure.

BY M5. DOUKOURE
Q Do you recall if it was a winter or spring senester class?
A Sorry. | can't --
Q Do you recall if it was a winter or spring senester class?
A | don't recall.
Q Ckay. That's fine. Have you had any interactions with
Pr of essor Promi sl ow?
A | mean, just like mainly just small talks and -- yeah. Yeah.
Mainly just small tal ks basically.
Do you know what his role is in the university?
A What is that?

Q Do you know what Professor Promslows role is in the math
depart nent ?

A Yeah. | nean, he -- he served as the chair, departnment chair
in recent years.
Did he ever inquire about your research?

A No.

Q Wil e you were studying at MSU, did you becone famliar with
the overall environnent in the math departnment?

A | mean, yes, | did.

Q Can you describe for this panel what the overall atnosphere
was like in the math departnent?

A So, | nmean, initially, I mean, like in ny first |like maybe
one or two years | thought |ike everything was, you know,
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good. There were no problens. | didn't, you know, notice
anything specifically. And over time | was hearing |ike many
stories fromstudents who said that they were |ike being

di scrimnated and so on, and | still didn't experience

anyt hing personal until basically ny |ast year, which at that
point | -- 1 mean, | applied for -- for a dissertation
continuation fellowship. This is |ike sumer 2017. And

was denied that fellowship, and | asked |ike what was the
reason for that, and they told me that only dissertation
conpl etion fell owships were granted, and -- but | know for a
fact that the chair's student at the tinme applied for

di ssertation continuation fellowship, and | asked her about
this again whether I'm-- |ike naybe |I'm m srenenbering, so |
asked her, and she said that she can testify about that, that
she applied for the continuation fellowship, but,
neverthel ess, she got dissertation conpletion fellowship. So
that's when | realized for sure, you know, fromfirsthand
that there's sonething wong in the departnent.

And whose student was that?

The student who got the fell owship?

That's correct.

That's departnent chair's, Keith Prom sl ow s student.

And Keith Prom slow s student got a fell owship?

Yes. There were a couple of other students as well who got

the dissertation conpletion fellowships, but I don't know
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about their detail. | didn't ask them whether they applied
for actually for conpletion or continuation.

Was her situation simlar to yours wth regards to where she
was at in the process for her dissertation?

She actually graduated |ike one year -- | think she just
graduated like this year. So |like she graduated after | did.
So she was -- | nmean, when | applied, | was in ny fifth year
and | believe she was in her fourth year, so like | was at --
like I was closer to witing a dissertation.

And it's your testinony that they told you you' re not
qualified?

No. They just -- what they said was only -- well, what they
said was only dissertation conpletion fellowships were
granted. However, | doubl e-checked with her to make sure

|'i ke -- because beforehand she told ne that she was al so
applying for the dissertation continuation fellowship, so |
just doubl e-checked with her and she told ne again that she
actually applied for a continuation fellowship, but,
neverthel ess, she actually got conmpletion fellowship. Like
sonething that she did not apply for initially. Yeah

Qther than that situation, is there anything about your tine
at MsU in the math departnment that stands out?

Vell, | nean, |ike of course -- so after |ike Sel man got
penal i zed for like -- had this |like salary, you know,

deduction penalty, he was asking like for |ike proper |ike
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assessnment of the whole process and basically people were
ignoring him That was also the case. Like in the whole --
l'i ke al nost everybody in the departnent was ignoring him

Did that event -- if at all, how did those events shape your
time here at MSU?

Ch. | nean, it was like really, really bad. Like it had
really, really bad effects on ne actually. | nean, | was --
like all nmy life |l wanted to be like a really good

mat hemati cian, and like just in ny last year like with all
the events that were happening | started thinking about |ike
quitting mathematics basically, and it's like a |ife-changing
event for me. It inpacted ne deeply.

Did you feel that Professor Akbulut was treated fairly with
regards to that penalty?

| don't think so. Because like -- | nean, basically they
just ignored him Like there's no way that can be like fair
treat ment.

In spring of 2015 do you recall which courses that you took?
Spring 2015?

Yes.

| renenber taking Selman's special topics and topol ogy course
whi ch whose subtitle was |ike 4-Manifolds and Sei berg-Wtten
equations, which -- and Sei berg-Wtten equations is part of
ny thesis, by the way. That's the title actually. So I

definitely renenber that course. | nean, right now | don't
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remenber any specific course like, | nean, specific for that
semester.
Did you suffer any -- 1'"'mgoing to strike the word "suffer."
Can you describe for us the registration process
for registering for Professor Akbulut's Math 996 course that
you just tal ked about, please?
Right. So there was a link on the departnment’'s website.
It's -- |1 guess it was called Ilike -- like override request.
Li ke you would click on that |ink and you woul d enter the
details, like course code and |ike the professor you want to
work with and |Iike the section nunber, |ike your preferred

section nunber. O course there was only one section.

And -- oh, | guess maybe there were two sections. But,
anyway, so like you fill out that formand you submt that
and -- but | don't know how that works afterwards |ike. |

don't know where that request goes to.

Did you follow that process to register for that class?

Yes.

I's there anything that stands out in your mnd about anything

t hat happened after you registered for that class?

| mean, personally |I didn't have any -- like | was able to
enroll in that class, like I didn't -- like personally | was
able to enroll in that class.

Did you receive any |ater correspondence regardi ng that class

fromthe enroll nment office?
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Enrol I ment office? 1 -- | mean, | -- |ike does that include
l'i ke graduate office or, | mean, graduate --

It includes any correspondences that you may have received --
Yeah. Yes, | did. Yeah.

And what was the substance of those correspondences?

So basically they were saying that |ike the -- there were not
enough like enrolled students at the time of the deadline and

because of that |ike the course was going to be cancel ed, but

when | -- | nean, like -- but when | talked with nmy friends,
there were like -- like five people who were interested in
taking this class, and, | nean, in fact, we -- we did, you
know -- like we -- this course neets regularly actually with

like five registered students, and at the tinme actually we
wote affidavits for stating that |like five of us actually
took this course and this course ran

Wuld it have affected your research if this course was not
able to run?

Yes. Definitely. | nean, as | said, the subtitle of this
course is actually part of ny thesis.

Did you do research -- did the research that you did in this
course affect your thesis directly?

Yes. Yes.

Can you describe that for us?

So these -- | nean --

| mean, not when you talk with mathematicians, but |ike what
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was the inpact of this class on your overall research?
| see. So like basically this was a course that gave us like
the big pictures and big tools that hel ped us deal with |ike
four-di mensi onal spaces, and -- and in ny thesis what | did
was basically |I took those tools and tried to apply themin
seven-di mensi onal spaces, but basically we were applying the
sanme tools.
If you could characterize the inpact of the research by
giving it a value, would you say that it had -- what |evel of
value did this class have on your research?
Ch. Like ten out of ten. | nean .
And how many students took this class with you?
So there were like five registered students and there were
two like visiting faculty who would attend the cl asses
regularly, and | believe there were one or two other students
who sonetimes |ike attended class and sonetines not.
Wul d you say -- how woul d you describe the attendance of
this class, conparing the nunber of students in this class
with other graduate courses that you had taken previously?
| mean, it's actually -- because this is a very |like special
topics and topology class, this is -- that |evel of
attendance is actually al nost incredible.

JUDGE WHI TBECK:  Counsel, can you -- |I'msorry.
Could you just clarify for us? M understandi ng was that

this course was canceled. Are we now tal king about the
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readi ng course?
MS. DOUKOURE: Yes.
JUDGE WHI TBECK: Ckay. That Dr. Akbul ut taught
and then he took?
MS. DOUKOURE: That's correct.
BY M5. DOUKOURE
Q Have you taken any readi ng courses before?
A No. Not at all.
Q Wul d you have -- are you famliar with the substance of what
a reading course would be? Like in conparisonto a --
A I"mnot actually -- like I didn't -- | always tried to take
nanmed courses. Oh. Well, actually | think one sunmer | was
a TA, and if you're a TA, you're supposed to -- you have to
take a class. | think one of those m ght have been like a
readi ng course. Yeah. And -- but, | nmean, | basically
conti nued doing ny research. Like there was nothing specific
on -- you know.
Were there other students in that reading course with you?
A No. | nmean, that's like a personal thing. Like your reading
courses are usually just done with you and the professor
Q Do you know if any other students did research that led to a
Ph.D. out of Professor Akbulut's 996 cl ass?
A Yeah. So like ny friends that were taking that course, |ike
two of them were solving actually problenms from Sel man's

t ext book, which he conpleted during that senester as far as |
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can renenber, and basically their Ph.D. theses were |ike just
l'i ke solving those problens. Like but they were Iike,
neverthel ess, original problens.

Are you aware of the nunber of students -- are you aware of
t he nunber of students that got their Ph.D. out of the
research in that class?

| mean, like all five of the students have graduated, yeah
i ke have got Ph.D. fromthat class, yeah

Di d anybody ot her than Professor Akbulut contact you wth
regards to that -- whether or not you took that class?

No.

Did Professor Prom sl ow ever ask you about that class?

No.

Do you know if Luke WIIlians took that class?

Sorry?

Do you know if Luke WIllians took that class?

Ch, yeah, | do.

Do you know if Luke WIllians got his Ph.D. out of research he
did in that class?

Yes.

How many credits did you get for that class?

| nean, as far as | can renenber, it was three. Three
credits.

How many credits would you have gotten if it would have been

the 996 class? 1Is there a difference in the credits that you
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were given for the class?

| believe for -- | nean, I'mreally not sure about that, but
like | believe in the reading course you get to choose how
much credit you will get, and I'm-- | nmean, | believe | got
like three credits and like -- so it's Iike independent of
whether it was 996 or a readi ng course.

What are you currently doi ng?

Ch, I'"'ma visiting assistant professor at the University of
Rochester. |'m-- University of Rochester. | do

mat hemat i cal research and teaching there.

Are there any -- is there anything that you'd Iike to tell us
about any differences in the atnosphere at Rochester versus
t he at nosphere at NMSU?

Well, actually yeah, there is. So --

DR PROM SLON (njection. What's going to --
address the rel evance.

MS. DOUKOURE: There's been a | ot of accusations
about ny client that he's nmade the overall atnosphere here
poor, and we've tal ked about atnmobsphere at this university,
so I'mtrying to elicit information regarding the continued
information about the atnosphere. |It's all information that
was originally addressed by charging party.

DR PROM SLON How is this relevant to the
charges that Sel man has harassed --

M5. DOUKOURE: | nean, if ny client's behavior
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did not create an environment that was not suitable, we would
not be here.

MR REI FENBERG Can you focus your questions
nore on the atnosphere, then? Because it seens like we're
getting a lot of extra information. But fine. Go ahead and

tal k about the atnosphere.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

I's there anybody or anything that you felt at MSU nade you
feel like you were going to | eave mat hematics?

Well, yes. Minly like, | mean, he's not a graduate director
anynore, but Jon Wl fson and like | see it as an extension of
Keith Prom sl ow.

And is there any reason why or what -- if there is a reason
what's the reason why you see Professor Prom slow as an

ext ensi on of Jon Wl fson?

OCh. Well, because there were |ike chair elections at sone
point, and if nmy like menory serves ne right, |ike Jon

Wl fson ran for, you know, president all by hinself, and then
l'i ke Akbulut l|ike objected to that because |ike, |I nmean, he
said like it was |ike against the departnment's byl aws, and
then like later, | don't know what happened, but imediately
l'i ke Keith Prom sl ow was el ected and afterwards |ike two sort
of key positions |ike Jon Wl fson was chosen.

Wul d you characterize -- if you characterized the events

regardi ng who got the postdoctoral fellowship with regards to
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your desire to | eave mat hematics, how has that inpacted you?
Can you repeat the question?

Sure. | don't want to put words in your nmouth so I'mtrying
to structure nmy question very carefully.

Sure.

Wth regards to the postdoctoral fellowship that you did not
receive -- or that --

Yeah. That's the dissertation fellowship.

That's what | mean. Thank you. The post dissertation
fellowship that you did not receive but was given to

Pr of essor Prom sl ow s student, --

Ri ght.

-- if you could characterize -- well, if you can characterize
how t hat made you -- how that nade you feel about the math
departnent at MSU if it had any affect at all. How would you

characterize that?

Ch, | nean, that nade it very clear to ne that |ike that
process was not fair at all, and that made -- that al so nade
me think that, well, if that -- even -- like even if that is

not fair, then there nust be many other things that is not
like fairly, you know, treated. And that was -- | nean, |
applied for that fellowship in the fall senester of the year
that | was going to graduate, and which is a key senester for
any Ph.D. student because that's the senester that you have

to finish all your |like research and apply to many |ike
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nunbers of universities, so that's the senmester where you

need the tine the nost, so when | -- when | was denied that,
like it was clear to me -- | nean, so it nade nme feel |ike

there were -- like that would prevent ne fromlike preparing
a proper application for -- for my postdoctoral position and,

you know, therefore possibly not get a like fair position in
the future.

And when you saw Professor Prom slow s student obtain a

fell owship that she had not even applied for, can you
describe the inpact, if any, that that had on you?

| nmean, yeah. Like | was basically |Iike devastated because,
| nmean, like I was not only thinking about that fellowship
but | was also thinking about all the years that's going to
be ahead of ne, because | saw that even at this level if |I'm
you know, being treated not fairly, then | felt like I"]l

have to deal with these kind of problens for the rest of ny
life if I was going to continue doing mathematics. | mean,
of course I"'mcontinuing to do mathematics. So that nmade ne
fear for ny life -- for the rest of ny life basically, for --
for -- fromevents |ike this.

Did Professor Akbul ut have any hand, to your know edge, in
giving that fellowship to Professor Prom slow s student?
Hand?

Yeah. Did he assist her in getting that?

No.
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Do you know how she obtained that fell owship?

| mean, they said |ike everybody who applied for a conpletion
fellowship got it. Like you just fill out a form | nean,
she just filled out a formlike I did, and we both signed --

| nean, we checked the box that said continuation fellowship.
At least that's what she told ne. And -- and like the
process is just that sinple basically. You just fill out the
form | believe also -- | mean, you also -- you're also
supposed to wite like a sunmary or |ike a docunent that
descri bes your research and |ike at what |evel you are and
things of that nature. But this continuation fellowship in

t he past have been given to students who are just in their
second or third year actually as far as | know, so |ike the

| evel of progress is not -- is clearly not that inportant.

Al t hough, by the way, | have to add | sincerely believe that

I was a nuch better student than she was, and | have good
reasons to claimthat too. Because when we were -- we took
an CDPD qualifying exam | was teaching everybody how to
solve these problens. | -- | taught like my office mates --
so have never taken geonetry and topol ogy courses, qualifying
courses, but they have passed the qualifying exanms. That's a
very, very rare thing in MSU s math departnment's history, and
| hel ped them study for that exam Basically | was their
instructor for that class.

So when you saw Professor Prom slow s student get a
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di ssertation fellowship that she did not apply for and that
you felt that she told you she did not apply for and that you
felt she was not qualified -- nore qualified for it than you,
did that have any effect on how you felt -- how you perceived
the math departnent at MSU?

| mean, like if | have to summarize it in a single word, |
woul d say like it's corrupt.

Did it have any effect on whether you felt things happening
in MSU mat h departnent were fair?

Can you repeat that? Sorry.

| said did it have any effect on whether or not you believed
things that took place in the math departnent at MSU took

pl ace --

Yes. So like as | told -- as | said earlier, | was hearing
about these like various different students being

di scrim nated against, but | never had |like firsthand chance
to like witness their positions, and this was |ike ny
firsthand experience, so now | was |like pretty nuch convinced
that all of those earlier accusations were |ike nost likely
true.

After you graduated from MSU could you apply to stay here and
do any work here?

Not at all

Wiy is that?

| mean, this is not a good environment at all. Like -- so
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whenever | conme here actually, | just want to quit
mat hematics. Like so it's not a productive environment. |
only -- it just remnds nme |like how-- no matter how -- how
i ke honest you are in your -- in your pursuit of let's say,
| mean, in this case mathematics, there can -- |ike people
can try other ways, like they may try to beat you not in
mat hemati cs but using sone other illegitinmte ways.
And who, if anybody, do you think has contributed to that
overall feeling that you have about MSU?
Jon Wl fson and Keith Prom sl ow.

M5. DOUKOQURE: | have nothing further.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

o > O > O F

Hello. Do you mind if | remain seated? It is much nore
confortabl e.

Sur e.

Thank you. And do you mind if | call you Ustun?
Sure. Yeah.

My nane's Keith Prom sl ow

Yeah.

| just want to ask you a couple of very | ow pressure
guestions. So you nentioned that you're currently at
Uni versity of Rochester?

That's true.

So what's your status there?
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| ama visiting assistant professor, which is |ike postdoc
posi tion.

Sois it typical for soneone who's a postdoc or someone who's
going to be applying for a tenure track position after the
postdoc to request letters of recommendation fromtheir major
professor? 1Is that a typical thing to do?

Maj or professor?

Yeah? |'msorry. Your thesis advisor.

Yeabh.

Can you just tell us so we have a record how nmany graduate
students are there in the mat hematics departnent?

In Rochester or here?

No. Here at MSU. Oder of magnitude.

Sorry.

Order of magnitude. Mre than ten?

Yeah. More than ten. | nmean, | -- as far as | renenber,
like when | -- when | first got admtted, there were |ike
maybe |i ke 20 nore students who were admitted that year, so
mul tiplying that by five or something, |ike about hundred I
woul d guess, but |I'mnot sure.

So when you were discussing the dissertation conpletion
fell owship and the dissertation continuation fellowship, --
Ri ght.

-- they sound very simlar, you were discussing nmy student?

Uh- huh.
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Are you confortable saying her nane or can | -- | want to
make sure we're tal king about the sane person.

Yeah. |'mconfortable. Haria Krutsche (ph).

Haria (ph), yes. Thank you. | just want to nake sure we're
tal ki ng about the same person. Wen you asked her if she had
applied for a dissertation conpletion fellowship or a

di ssertation continuation fell owship, was she certain or did
she seemcertain that she knew the difference?

Well, yeah. | doubl e-checked with her.

Yeah. You asked her was she certain?

Yes. Yes. She said she can even testify if necessary.

mean, this -- this -- like | asked her just like after sumer
2017. Like what is it? Two years ago. She said that she
can even testify if we -- if she needs to.

Wuld it surprise you if | told you she asked nme which one
she had applied for after she received it and she said |I'm
not certain which one | got? Wuld that surprise you?

Can you repeat the question?

Wul d you be surprised if |I told you that she asked me after
receiving the fellowship which one she had gotten?

| mean, | asked her after she had gotten the fell owship which
one she applied for again and she answered continuation, so,
yeah, that would surprise ne.

Okay. So do you recall the process of applying for the

di ssertation continuation fell owship?
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M5. DOUKOURE: |'mgoing to object to asked and
answered. This witness went over the process which he used
to apply extensively.

DR PROM SLON But can | point out that he
m ssed a step?

MS. DOUKOURE: | mean, you can testify again in
rebuttal .

DR PROM SLON Ckay. Wy don't | make ny

question nore specific.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

Does a dissertation continuation fellowship require a letter
of support and statenment of progress by the major professor?
And here today major professor neans thesis advisor.
I think statenent of progress is sonmething that | wote.
Like it's not made by the professor. | think that was one of
the itenms. But yeah, there's a -- there's a letter
requi renent also fromthe advisor, yeah.
So you would be surprised if I showed you a docunent that
outlined the steps in the package and |isted as Step Number 4
a letter of support and statenent of progress by the mgjor
prof essor? That would be surprising?

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object. Don't
answer yet. |l'mgoing to object to this line of questioning
because the process by which she woul d have applied whet her

or not she needed a letter is not at issue in this case
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because this wtness testified that he was told by the person
at issue that there was two boxes to check, dissertation
conpl etion fellowship and dissertation continuation
fellowship, and that this witness did not -- this wtness was
told by the person in question that she did not check the

di ssertation conpletion fellowship, that she only checked the
di ssertation continuation fellowship box. So the process is
not at issue. The issue is whether or not she applied for a
specific fellowship.

DR PROMSLON Can | clarify? | can nove on to
anot her point, so .

MR. REI FENBERG. Seens to nme that you opened the
door about the process and | think nore information about the
process woul d be useful.

DR PROM SLON Am| allowed to --

MR REI FENBERG Yeah. Be very specific

DR. PROM SLOW  Ckay.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

I'mjust specifying the process you went through. 1'm not

tal ki ng about ny former student anynore. Can you say -- are
you aware of the docunment that the thesis advisor must supply
as part of this application?

Yeah. There was a letter |ike of recommendations or
sonething like that that the professor -- | nean, advisor was

to provide, yes. That's true.
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And are you aware that the nom nation package -- woul d you be
surprised if | would submt a docunent saying the nom nation
package requests a letter of support and statenent of
progress by the major professor?

| mean, | don't renenber the exact thing. So sure. | nean,
it's a very simlar statenent, yeah.

And are you aware -- so your advisor, Professor Akbul ut,
shoul d support -- should submt a letter of support that
contains a statenment of progress by the major professor. Are
you aware of the contents of that letter? It's not nornmnal
Isit?

No. No, | was not.

So you don't know if the letter he submtted satisfied al

the requirements of the letter? You don't know that because
you didn't see it; right?

Well, the reason given to ne was not that -- it doesn't have
anything to do with the letter he wote. They told ne only
the conpletion fellowships were granted. So why is this

rel evant ?

Vell, that's my right to ask the question. I'msorry. | get
to establish relevance. Thank you. So | have a follow up
question. Did you ultimately receive a dissertation

conpl etion fellowship or continuation fellowship before you

| eft MSU?

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object. That's a
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conpound questi on.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

> O > O

Ckay. Didyou ultinmately receive either a dissertation
conti nuation or conpletion fellowship?

| received conpletion fall 2018 after | already got a
position. So it didn't really help nme with nmy applications
at that point.

Just to clarify, that was the next senester; is that correct?
No. Next year.

The next year. Ckay.

Wll -- sorry. Sunmmer. Summer 2018, which is not the next
senester, but it's the second to next senester

Do all --

JUDGE WHI TBECK: |'m sorry, but I'munclear
What was the answer to the question? Did you receive that
fell owship or not?

THE WTNESS: Two senester later, yes, | did,
whi ch was not helping me while -- which didn't help me while
I was applying for positions.

JUDGE WHI TBECK:  You answered the question as
yes; correct?

THE WTNESS: Yes. That's true.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

Is it typical that nost graduate students at MSU received one

of these senmesters -- sorry. Excuse ne. Let ne rephrase
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M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object. This
wtness -- I'mnot sure if this witness is qualified. He
hasn't laid a foundation for this witness to qualify to know
what's typical of all graduate student processes here.

DR PROM SLON \Well, | nean, he's conpl aining
about being discrimnated against. |It's the norm |1'mjust
asking himto verify the norm

MR REI FENBERG Well, you're asking hima
question about the norm Does he know about the norn? O
shoul d he know about the norn?

DR. PROM SLOWN | assune it's common know edge
anmong grad students.

A " mnot sure how often people get them

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q That's fair. You nmentioned sonething -- | thought you
described it as the events -- the events, and |I'm
par aphrasi ng, the events around the, sort of -- it's called
difficulties with Sel man Akbulut, and |I'mjust curious can
you give us an indication of your source of information for

t hose events? How did you hear about then? Were?

A | mean, |ike there were so many events, which ones -- | nean,

of course | received enmails. | was one of the students, so
like, for exanple, when | went to |like student information
website of MSU, |'ve seen that ny |ike course nane was

changed. | nean, basically through emails and this website.
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| mean, mainly. There isn't anything else that | renmenber

ri ght now.
Wul d you say you did -- made a considerable effort to dive
in and do your own research or just fromwhat you -- did you

gat her your information fromwhat you heard incidentally?
M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object to conmpound

questi on.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

Ckay. Let me see if | can phrase the construction of ny
question nmore. Did you gather your information through an
explicit attenpt to delve into the subject?

| mean, so we -- we -- |like the five students who were taking
this course got together and we wote this |like affidavit and
like the statenments there are clear, so that's basically them
telling ne that they wanted to take this course and this
course ran.

Did you do any other -- take any actions beyond that to try

and get to the underlying issues?

| nean, we -- | believe we sent an enmail, like -- like a
group of five of us, like requesting that this course code
woul d not be changed. | mean, | don't renmenber anything

other on that that specifically.
So you testified about the content of the reading class that
you took that replaced Professor Akbulut's topics class. Are

you famliar with the words sort of topics class, reading
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class? Do you understand the difference between these two
groups of classes or courses?

I mean, like in nmy experience, even though I'mnot |ike
hundred percent sure about this, |ike reading courses are
usually run only with Iike one or at nost two students, |ike
in my experience as far as | can tell. But a topics course
is -- like reaches a w der audience, but of course it's a
very specialized topic anyway, so it's usually like four is a
| arge nunber already. So that's .

So is it usual that a topics class have a fixed content to
it? It doesn't change through the year?

No. Topics classes change content.

And readi ng cl asses al so can change content?

Yeah. They al so change content.

So when you took this class as a reading class, do you feel
it disadvantaged you in any way that it was a reading class?
Did you get the sane benefit if it was a reading class or a

topi cs cl ass?

| mean, | did, but | took a normal class, and |ike reading
classes are like fromthe outside -- for -- from-- if
sonebody's just reading ny transcript, | want themto be

informed nore properly of the nature of what the course that
| have taken.
So if Professor Akbulut ultimately received credit for

teaching the reading class, in your mnd, is there any harm
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to you or Professor Akbulut for the class that ran
specifically?

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object to conmpound
questi on.

MR. REIFENBERG Try to break it down.

BY DR PROM SLOW

Q

| f Professor Akbulut received full credit for running the
readi ng class, can you identify any harmthat was then done
to himinside of the class?

' mnot sure what -- what it means to say that.

Let nme try again. That wasn't a well articul ated questi on.
You testified that replacing the topics class with a reading
cl ass caused sone, | can't renenber the exact word, but
frustration and di smay anong students?

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object to his
questi on because he said you testified to and then he
admtted that he doesn't know what he's actually testified
to. I'mgoing to ask himto retract the question and
fornmul ate a new question that doesn't m scharacterize

t esti nmony.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

WAs the primary harmto Professor Akbulut in replacing the
topics class with a reading class the fact that he did not
receive credit for teaching the reading class?

M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object to his
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guestion because this w tness does not have a basis to know
the entirety of the harmthat was submtted to Professor
Akbulut and it was al so not addressed on direct which nakes
it an inproper question. This door was not open. Harmto
Prof essor Akbul ut was not addressed on direct. It is not

therefore a proper topic for cross.

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

You testified that no one was |istening to Professor

Akbul ut's or Sel man's conplaints after he received the
Abrogation of Duty Penalty?

Ri ght.

Do you know the basis for the Abrogation of Duty Penalty?

| mean, | believe it's the claimthat he doesn't |ike --

SO -- so there was a course that was assigned instead of his
topi cs course and then basically because |ike he taught this
class and not the other one, he got the penalty.

Do you know if he filed a grievance or requested any

adm ni strative review?

| believe he did.

Do you know t he outconme of those proceedings?

So -- like the outcone -- | nean, so -- so he -- | nean, like
the outcone is basically again, like | said, like -- | nean,
like -- | think his requests are ignored.

So you said that Professor Wl fson discrimnated between

students in the class you took with him Was there a
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general -- can you clarify whom he discrimnated agai nst?

Was there a particular group he discrimnated against, a

class? | nean --

There was only one student. He was -- |ike he would al ways
like talk with and Iike -- |like laugh with, and anyone

else -- to anyone else he -- he didn't have the sanme attitude

or behavi or.
So is that different than playing favorites or discrimnate
i f you understand the distinction. | can el aborate.
| mean, if you're playing favorites towards a person, you're
playing -- | nmean, that's -- that's -- you're putting a
discrimnation. | don't see the difference. |'msorry.
Let me ask you did the person that he played favorites to,
did they belong to an obviously different class, people of
different country of origin or any other visible distinction
or was there --
M5. DOUKOURE: 1'mgoing to object to rel evance.
DR. PROM SLON Well, the claimis that
Prof essor Wl fson discrimnates agai nst people of Mddle
Eastern origin.
MS. DOUKOURE: | nean, that's not this --
| didn't use that word. | didn't say Mddle Eastern origin.
M5. DOUKOURE: Don't say anything yet. Wit
till they rule, please. | don't know whether you have to

answer or not. Okay?
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MR. REI FENBERG  The poi nt was nmade --

M5. DOUKOURE: The point was not nmade by this
W t ness.

MR. REI FENBERG -- that Wl fson discrimnated
agai nst.

M5. DOUKOURE: The point was not nade by this
witness. This witness did not --

MR. REI FENBERG Yes, it was.

M5. DOUKOURE: |I'msorry. |If I could finish
The point was not nmade by this wi tness that he discrimnated
against Mddle Eastern students. This wtness testified that
he picked one student and didn't -- and that he -- and
di scri m nated against the one in favor of the other. There
was no -- nothing in this testinony -- in this witness's
testi nony about cl ass.

MR. REI FENBERG. No one sai d anythi ng about
di scrim nati ng agai nst a particular group of people. But he
did say that Wl fson was discrimnating against; right?

THE W TNESS: Yeah.

M5. DOUKOURE: Yes.

MR. REI FENBERG. So he's aski ng what was the
basis of the discrimnation, and | think that's perfectly
reasonabl e.

M5. DOUKOURE: That's fine.

DR. PROM SLOW Yeah. That's fine with ne.
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A

| nmean, | don't know what -- |ike what would be a basis for

di scrimnation. Like --

BY DR. PROM SLOW

Q

Vell, was the person that Professor Wlfson was talking with
all the tine of say Caucasian or North Anerican origin and

t he people he was not talking to were of Mddle Eastern
origin? Ws that the case?

| mean, if -- like as far as | renenber, | was the only

M ddl e Eastern student in that class. The other two students
who were not -- |ike who were -- who he wouldn't, you know,
like treated as well were actually Chinese American students
and like his favorite was a European student.

So you conpared the outconme of the dissertation conpletion
fell owship awarded in which you received -- you did not
receive the fellowship and ny student did. Can you identify
the country of origin of nmy graduate student, Haria

Krut sche (ph)?

Tur key.
Tur ki sh.

DR PROM SLON |'ve got no further questions.
Thank you.

MR REI FENBERG  Any questions?

DR SMTH: No.

MR, REI FENBERG. Just to follow up on the
discrimnation issue. At one point in tinme, |I'mnot talking
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about Wl fson's class, when you were bei ng asked about the
at nosphere, and if | get this correctly, you said that you

were hearing that various students were being discrimnated

agai nst.

THE WTNESS: Right.

MR. REI FENBERG What do you nean by that in
terms of -- in |light of what was being said? Wre you
thinking that those -- were you hearing that the students

were treated differently because of ethnic origin, religion,
bei ng shorter? | don't know. But you said there was
di scrimnation, so obviously you had sone feeling in mnd
about the basis for that discrimnation.

THE W TNESS: For the basis?

MR, REI FENBERG Wl I, | nean, when you said
you' d heard from many students that they were being
di scrim nated against. Ws there a group of students who

were certain characteristics that said they were being

di scrimnated against? |I'mjust trying to get what --
THE WTNESS: | nean, one -- so, | nean, |
clearly like remenber -- | nean, nore or less, there were two

cases, and in both cases those students were fromthe M ddle
East, but |I'mnot necessarily claimng that that's -- that's
i ke the main reason

MR, REI FENBERG  When you said discrimnated

agai nst, what do you nean? Do you nean they were treated
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differently for a particular reason?

THE WTNESS: GCh. Well, | nean --

MR. REI FENBERG Can you identify what was the
reason? Because there's a distinction between treating
people differently and treating people differently for the
W ong reasons. |I'mtrying to get at --

M5. DOUKOURE: | nean, | disagree with that. |
woul d object to that characterization of treatnent. Any tine
you treat people differently, whether it's for any reason or
no reason at all, it's --

MR. REI FENBERG  What about prohibited
categori es?

M5. DOUKOURE: Pardon?

MR. REI FENBERG  Prohi bited categories of
treating people wth respect to discrimnation. W won't get
into that. But the bottomline is typically with respect to
di scrimnation there's usually a feeling that soneone is

treated differently for, you know, a wongful reason.

THE WTNESS: | nean, in that case -- but what
I"msaying is that they're treated -- |'m being treated
differently.

MR. REI FENBERG. And |'m not argui ng whet her
they're treated differently. [|I'mjust trying to get at you

were hearing this froma group of people that there was

di scrimnation going on. Did what you were hearing say
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specifically anything about what the basis for the conclusion
was?

THE WTNESS: Right. So | also heard that |ike
they were |ike being discrimnated agai nst because of |ike
their origin, but -- but, |I nmean, | just heard about that. I
don't know if that's the reason or not.

MR REIFENBERG That's what |I'mtrying to get
at. Because it wasn't clear. You just said that you had
heard that people were being discrimnated against.

THE WTNESS: Yeah. But | don't know if that's
really the basis or not.

MR. REIFENBERG | don't have any nore
guesti ons.

MS. DOUKOURE: Can | redirect, then?

MR REI FENBERG (Go ahead.

REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

| have just a couple questions on redirect. Did you conplete
your application for the dissertation fellowship?

Yeabh.

Do you know whet her applications for dissertation fellowships
and letters of recomendati on associated with them are
confidential ?

As far as | know, yeah. They are confidential

Wul d you have any reason to know what the contents of

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

169



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Prof essor Akbulut's letters are?

No.

Did anybody tell you that was the basis for the denial of
your application?

No.

Wul d that have any bearing on whether or not Professor
Prom sl ow s student got a fellowship that she didn't apply
for?

I'msorry. Can you like rephrase the question? [|'m not
sure.

Sure. Wuld Professor Akbulut's letter of recomendation for
you have any bearing on whether or not Professor Prom slow s
student got a fellowship that she had not applied for?

No. Like the reason given to nme has nothing to do with |ike
the letters.

Were you ever offered a fellowship that you had not applied
for?

No.

You stated later that you did eventually receive a

di ssertation fellowship?

Ri ght. Conpl etion.

Conpl etion fellowship. Ws that under the sane process?
Maybe i ke one itemwas slightly different, but nore or |ess,
yeah.

Did you have to submt a new application?
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Yes.

So he didn't just bunp you up to a different --

No.

You testified about your reading courses, the one reading
course you said you took.

Uh- huh.

Did it have a set schedul e?

Yes.

Did it meet with the same students every week?

Yes.

WAs it structured or independent?

[t was structured.

Did it cover as much -- was it structured simlar to

Prof essor Akbulut's 996 course that he taught?

Yeah. Sorry. Maybe |I msunderstood you. Like which reading
course are you --

The one that you took when you were a TA

Ch. No. That was not structured. That was |ike a persona
class. | nean, that was a personal reading course. Sorry.
Can you repeat the question?

Yeah. |'msorry. Let ne start over. The reading course
that you took when you were a TA, |'massunming you clarified
the record, did it have a set schedul e?

No.

Where did it neet?

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

171




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Just over email actually.

So you never actually nmet in the classroon?

No. In fact, we were both in Turkey at the tinme when | was
taki ng that readi ng course.

Did Professor Akbulut's reading course neet over enmail, the

one he taught in the spring of 2015?

| mean, it's -- it's basically part of ny -- it was part of
our like research that we were doing already, so, | nean, in
a sense we're still doing the same thing. It's -- like that

readi ng course is --
Wul d you characterize Professor Akbulut's course that you
took in the spring of 2015 to be the same as the reading
course you took when you were a TA?
Not at all
What, if any, were the differences?
| mean, |ike that special topics in topology class was a --
course was very, very simlar to any other |ike typica
course that you would, you know, take in college, but the
readi ng course was -- like, as | said, we never -- like there
were no set schedules. There was no -- basically no
requi renents. We were just discussing and advanci ng our
research.

M5. DOUKOURE: | have nothing further.

DR STRASBURG | just want to make sure

under stand the process for applying for these fellowships.
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Are these admnistered at the departnent |evel or the college
| evel ?

THE WTNESS: | believe it's like at the college
| evel .

DR. STRASBURG So who nakes the decisions on
the dissertation continuation fell owships?

THE WTNESS: So what | was told was basically
first there's like an initial decision within the departnment.
Li ke people within the departnent would send their
applications to the graduate director and then he woul d
sel ect sone of those applications and then he woul d pass them
on to the college |evel.

DR STRASBURG Were they make the first cut.

THE W TNESS: Yeah. There's like two |evels.

M5. DOUKOURE: Ckay. You're all set. Can | ask
for five mnutes to, I think Professor Promslow called it a
bio break l|ast tine.

(Recess taken at 3:37 p.m)

(Back on the record at 3:46 p.m)

EU LEM YI LDl Z
(At 3:46 p.m, called by Ms. Doukoure and sworn
by the reporter, testified as foll ows)
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. DOUKOURE

Q Good afternoon. Can you please state and spell your name for
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the record?
My nane is EuilemYildiz, E-U-I1-L-EEM Y-1-L-D-1-2.
Thank you. And how are you associ ated with MU?
I['ma new Ph.D. | spent ny last six years in MU
mat hematics. | just graduated.
MR REI FENBERG So you were a student. You
j ust graduat ed?
THE WTNESS: Yes. | just got my degree
certification today.
MR REI FENBERG (kay. Because of the fact that
she's a student --
THE WTNESS: |'mnot a student anynore.
JUDGE WHI TBECK:  For mer student.
MR REI FENBERG  Forner student.
M5. DOUKOURE: Even if you're a fornmer student,
we have to close the hearing.
MR REI FENBERG Just to nake -- just
doubl e- check.

MS. DOUKOURE: Got it.

BY MS. DOUKOURE:

o > O >

Wien did you start at MSU if you can recall?
Si x years ago. 2013.

And who was your advisor at MSU?

My advi sor is Matthew Hedden.

How much research did you do under Matthew Hedden?
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Some. | nmean, he -- | did one reading class with him He
gave nme one of ny research problemand | had sone
di scussi ons.

How woul d you characterize his influence over your research?

| nean, I'm-- sonmehow it turns out that | didn't really
wote nmy thesis. It got flowtheory that he does research
but we have sone connections of course |like -- |ike he has

great connections.

I's Professor Hedden's specialty, | don't knowif that's the
correct word because I'mnot a math person, but specialty --
how i s Professor Hedden's specialty in math associated, if at
all, with Professor Akbulut's specialty in math?

Very close. | nean, both working in geonetric topol ogy.
Matthew i s nore working on Iike he got flow theory. | can
say maybe Akbulut's research is nore general |ike, you know.
How are you famliar, if at all, with Professor Akbulut?
Very famliar. | knew himbefore | cone here from Turkey.
So he's ny collaborator. He's ny friend. Yeah

How | ong have you known Professor Akbul ut?

Ei ght years approximately. [|'mnot sure.

How woul d you characterize Professor Akbulut's character?

Strong, honest. He's areally, really good mathematician. |

respect a lot. | respect his math and his personality a |ot.
He's -- he's -- he's one of the greatest person |'ve ever
et .
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Have you had a chance to interact with Professor Prom sl ow at
all?

Have | heard what ?

Had a chance to interact with Professor Prom slow at all?
Yes.

And how woul d you characterize those interactions?

My first interaction was -- let ne tell you about the facts.
Then you can tell what was this interaction exactly. It was
just the Ofice of Institutional Equity concluded that -- no.
The first one actually -- I'mnot sure about the order, but I
think the first one -- | emailed two tinmes to Keith. One was
about the class cancellation. The other was about the Ofice
of Institutional Equity conclusion which is saying that
there's a discrimnation against the Mddl e Eastern grad
students in the math departnent. So on one of the cases we
just -- 1 nean, after that conclusion we enailed Keith and
ask about so what they are going to do about that case
because there were |ike many issues and many struggles, and
after the report of the office we ask himas a chair of the
departnent and he said that it's confidential, he cannot talk
to us, and the decision is made by human resource. |f we
want, we can talk to Terry Curry about the issue. Then we
emai led to Terry Curry about that, and he literally said that
decision is left to the departnment, so it's not due to Terry

Curry. So by that time we thought that he is lying or Terry
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Curry is lying, so they were not both, you know, answering
us. And we left that issue. W had to |eft because we
didn't have any chance like in other things to do at the
university by that tinme.

And ny second interaction about his course
cancel lation. W as students, Luke wote a email to Keith
because we cone together, so we wote something to show our
desire for the course, and he literally like emailed us back

sayi ng that, oh, he understood that we are very concerned

about our course. | nean, | may not be really wording
exactly the sane. It was sonething like that. They can find
out in that email. He say that but Professor Akbulut if he

wants he can run a reading course instead of that course and
he forced our course nunbers changed w thout our consent and
he didn't -- he didn't say anything else to us. He just
forced us by changi ng our course nunber.

If we take those two events one at a tinme, when you enuiled
Prof essor Prom sl ow regardi ng your concerns about the OE
report agai nst Professor Wl fson, why, if anything, would
make that concerning to you?

Wiy did -- why we did email?

Wiy woul d that be concerning to you, if at all?

Because there were |ike many i ssues going on at the math
departnment and there were |ike obvious discrimnations

agai nst a group of people and we didn't want themto keep

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

177



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

this guy in the office because, | nean, this really he was
i ke extrene at every students and like to all of us
actually. W even think about that you're in the departnent,
you are a grad student. You can't even go to your grad
office. So we want themto renove this person fromthe
office. That's why we like emailed him So the concern was
i ke we want themto do something to act on it. And so that
was a concern. But it turns out that they al ready decide
about it and the university higher office is like HR  They
just -- they come together. They talk about that. They
deci de about that and they just played with us.

How, if at all, did that influence your tinme in the math
departnment at MSU?

How -- how -- how?

How at all did Professor Prom slow s response regarding the
O E investigation influence your feelings about your time in
the math departnent at MSU?

I mean, like literally I can tell easily like they would
probably say that's the case, so |'ve never visited |ike
graduate chair's office again. | never talk to them again

| mean, I"'mkind of -- | felt that | have to protect nyself.
| tried to stay away from-- fromthis adm nistrative
offices, so |I've never visited them |'ve never ask anything
to themagain. So | was just -- you know, | was just

protecting nyself.
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Did you feel that you were treated with honesty in Professor
Prom sl ow s response to your email? Do you feel that

Prof essor Prom sl ow responded honestly to the email you sent
asking himto take action --

Actually it wasn't me. It was |like a group of people. | was
on the cc. Kaveh was the person who enumil ed himexactly, but
| was on the cc and he like kind of enmiled back to Kaveh.

So what we told all together, it was honest. By that tinme we
thought he is just literally like |lying when he say that the
deci sion made by Terry Curry because when we asked Terry
Curry, he said that the decision nmade like left to the
departnment, it's not about HR.  So we thought that, you know,
so they are not -- it's not gonna -- it's not -- it's not --
it's gonna change anything. The OE report is not going to
change anything, so .

Did you see any differences in Wl fson after the OE report
came out? Can you characterize --

['ve never nmet -- |'ve never nmet him

Are you anongst the group of people ethnically that he was
found to have discrim nated agai nst?

Yes, | was. And indeed that's why | was part spreading that
report, but if you read that report, there are many issues,
but the issues about ne is not in that report actually
because how | was participating in that report, one night |

saw the primary --
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JUDGE WHI TBECK: Counsel, could you have her
sl ow down?

MS. DOUKOURE: Oh, yeah. Sure.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

> O » O >

You and | have a very simlar speaking pattern where we speak
very rapidly, but it nmakes it a little bit hard to follow

So if you could just slow down your speech a little bit, that
woul d probably be hel pful to everybody.

Sure.

So you were saying that your OE -- your --

Oh, howl'menrolled with the OE report.

That's correct.

So one night | saw this primary claimant Am na (ph), she was
crying in the departnent restroom so -- and which | just ask
her what is going on, and we started to chat about the
things. But kind of |ike couple weeks ago sonmething | had a
very, very bad experience. | went to -- | nean, | was

assi gned some course assignment which was inpossible to do
that. It was sonething |ike, you know, | was assigned three
classes. The one is in Wlls Hall. The other is like in
sone ot her corner of the university. And like there are only
20 m nutes between those two and, you know, it was inpossible
to make it for ne. So | went to the office. | ask the
graduate secretary, and she yelled to nme, she shout to ne

that I'ma liar, this is not that big, | can do it. But, you
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know, then when | conplain about it nore, she say to ne you
have to |l earn how to speak in this country. Like kind of
like it was like really humliating, and he -- she literally
kicked ne out fromthe office. But then they didn't put this
issue into the report because that's literally about not
Wl fson, the secretaries of Wlfson, so but they basically
what ever the manner of this office exactly the same, you
know. If -- if -- for instance, if Keith is just making the
secretaries, secretaries acting in that way. So | think that
was that kind of experience. | shared that experience with
that one. Then we start to talk about. Then we |earn about
the Iranian students. You know, if you are fromlran, neans
you cannot go home during the sunmer, which is very
traditional in ternms of sunmer sports. You have to have
sumer sport. You have a priority. And it turns out that
Wl fson didn't give any single Iranian student summer sport
by that tinme. Then people start to conplain. W are com ng
together and talking, so it started that process, and other
I rani an people cone out and they started to conpl ai n about
that fact. Eventually they were assigned but at the very,
very last mnute |ike, you know, after they had too nuch
problenms. And, for instance --

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Can you just slow down, please?
Just speak a little nore slowy.

THE WTNESS: GCkay. |I'msorry. You can stop ne
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agai n.

JUDGE WHI TBECK:  Well, 1'Il try not to.
Ckay. And other issues |ike they have funding in the
departnent, |ike they have noney to give the graduate
students, and in terns of that, Jon Wl fson, the graduate
chair, like emailed group of students and calling them you
know, to apply to this scholarship privately, and he gave
this scholarship to those people, and there were like three
peopl e, and we were conpletely out, and he knows that
actual |y because he also give testinony to the Ofice of
Institutional Equity, Keith, by saying that there is sone
tie-breaking conditions. They have to pick Iike students.
Li ke there were sone silly things | even don't renenber. But

the point is they were giving fundings to the group of

people. | nean, they are literally -- what they are doing,
they were like that's -- |like they give every kind of
flexibility and they used everything, all the funds, |ike all
the opportunities to -- to their own people, for the people

who are in their group, in their circle, and when it cones to
us, they used the rules to harass us, to keep us away from
everything, and they were extrenely rude to us. | mean, |
was yelled and many other grad students yelled in their face.
This is witten in the report openly. There are w tnesses.
The graduate chair yelled on students, not only

di scrimnating using their opportunities, but also they
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are -- they were extrenely harassing. So anyway not hi ng
happened of course. They kept Jon Wl fson in the office and
they put Jeffrey Schenker between the students and the chair,
graduate chair. But he was still the decision-maker. There
remai n other instances that | don't remenber, but literally
there were |like many other things. Like there was -- there
were students that |'ve never net | read on the report, in
the same report, about things that -- |like stories they cane
from Saudi Arabia, they just had to | eave just because of
this hassle regularly. There were |like many other things. |

nmean, but yeah. Mybe | should stop at that point.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

Wth regards to the conplaints that were nade regarding the
di scrimnation by Jon Wil fson, did you feel that adequate
protections were taken to ensure that you felt safe going to
t he graduate departnent?

Did | feel what?

Safe. Did you feel confortable being able to go to the
graduat e departnment?

No. |'ve never been in Wlfson's office. That's what |'m
saying to you. Actually after that report we were kind of

| abeled. | mean, like let me tell you one thing. Like on
the first date of these hearings | saw the graduate chair
Jeff Schenker in the elevator. W didn't say each other hi.

I'ma graduate student. He's the graduate chair. You can

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029 183



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

easily tell what kind of relationships we have. 1've

never -- |'ve never been to the grad office. | didn't go.
So | didn't feel confortable to talk to themand | didn't
talk to themactually. | tried to talk to secretaries.
Unfortunately some of them| also had very bad experiences,
but, | nean, at |east there were sone good people that | can
communi cate still.

Did this happen while Keith Prom sl ow was director of the
mat h depart nent ?

Actually you know what? That's very funny because when |
cone to the math departnent at first, it was so peacefu
place for ne. There were like a graduate chair. H's nane is
Casi m Abbas and he was extrenely kind and nice person. Has a
really nice personality. And |like everything was so cool

Li ke still people really like him Like everybody. Like
there is no single person that can, you know -- but they
just -- after Keith becane a chair and Jon Wl fson becane a
graduate chair, things changed |ike so sharply. Like so
sharply.

If you could characterize the people that you thought were
responsi bl e for creating your apprehension with the math
departnent, who woul d those peopl e be?

Jon Wl fson, Keith Promslow. | can count other people, but
| think those are the two who has the power during all those

times and power unfortunately, you know, it's enough to
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mani pul ate everyone, so that's why I will just blame those
two people. If there were |ike some |ike decent people
around or sone decent people who were given sone positions
around |ike Casim Abbas, then things will be really
different. Those people picked the people in the departnent
they can easily manipulate and use in their favor and | think
that's what happens.

Now, tal ki ng about the second instance that you brought up
regardi ng your interactions with Professor Prom slow, you
said it was in conjunction with an email that you sent, that
you and sone other students sent. Can you pl ease descri be
for us the circunstances around sending that -- why you sent
that email? Like tell us what brought that about.

Ckay. That's the class cancellation issue. So we were
supposed to take that class. Actually we did. It said like
topics class in ny field and geonetry and topol ogy, so | was
one of the person who helped himto wote the notes actually.
And -- okay. It turns out howit starts for me, | saw Luke
WIliams, one of the students, they claimthat he didn't
enroll or he didn't want to enroll or Selnman's noney was not
enough for himto pay or like the fifth student, Luke
Wlliams, | saw himin the learning center, so we were |iKke,
you know, we all enrolled for the class and he told ne that
he just was upstairs in the graduate office. Gaduate office

told himhe cannot enroll to that cl ass because he has sone
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fell owship, he has to pay his own tuition. So that's how it
starts. Then like there are many issues |ike, you know,
going on there. This was, by the way, before the deadline

for sure, like before this 20 -- Cctober 21st. So then there

was sonet hing goi ng on between -- there were exchanges
bet ween Sel man and the secretaries and the -- you know, maybe
Keith and, | don't know, other people, so they decided to

cancel our class. Like Jon Wlfson emailed us that so
there's not enough student in the class so he is canceling
the class. But let nme nention here that is a total lie.
There's five students rule, because as a student | know from
firsthand before and after there were always classes in the
sane | evel opened with |ess than five students. Even with
three students. After they changed the rule. | nean, they
pl ayed many cards to cancel that class. The point was to
harass Sel man and, you know, cancel our research class. They
pl ayed this NSF noney card. They played that five students
rule card. They played that deadline card. But they were
all fake. Wiy |I'msaying that, in math departnment everything
is so flexible. | mean, you know, the faculty do what they
want. Rules are to make things suit. Rules are there to
make the things like run snmoothly, so people normally help
each other. They are flexible to each other. But when it
cones to Selman, they try to create every kind of stupid

rules to cancel that class. So eventually the senester start
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and there are still emails going around between those peopl e.
You know, they still claimthat they want to cancel cl ass.

By the way, let ne tell you normally they put these deadlines
but that's their, you know, explanation to the issue to nake
sure that there is no conflict between the teaching of the
graduate students and the classes. There were no conflict at
all. Everything is accommbdated. Students were there. The
prof essor was there. Like we were all up to take that class
and those people just, you know, eagerly for no reason didn't
want to accept class because they want to fight. They want
to just, you know, do sonething to him That was the only, I
nmean, the only thing. So we cone together and |ike we
emai |l ed him and he just, you know, enuiled back sayi ng that,
oh -- | nean, it's just, you know, very | would call very

di shonest and, you know, why does it matter. Okay. |
understand you are really concerned about it, but this

Prof essor Akbul ut decided to open -- if Professor Akbul ut
wants, he can run reading course. He just, you know, emai

in that manner. And Akbul ut email him back saying that you
are confusing here. There is a reading class we are doi ng
every Friday, so this is our research class. It wll take

place this date, this date, that tinme, that tinme, students

are here, |I'mhere, then yeah. Then they go farther steps to
penalize him So they did different -- | nean, they just
used -- they just used every kind of rule to harass him
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> O > O

Maybe al so to harass us. | don't know.

Do you know how many students were on that email ?

Several . Several

So do you know when that email took place?

It was January maybe 9, because | was just checking.
Probably sonething January. Just after the senester starts.
And prior to that had you had the ability to check enrol | nent
nunbers online for classes?

Well, of course. | was continuously. Because | knowit's
fake. I'mtelling you there were always classes with | ess
than five students. Before this |ike deadline or, you know,
five students rule whatever. They are changing rules |ike

every senmester. But there were always |like five students,

for instance, in conplex and this is still given by Vol berg.
It's a-- it's a senior class. So they didn't cancel it at
that tinme. It has four students, and the fifth students

enrolled to that class in January sonething and the fifth
student was Ami na (ph) actually. She was the primary
claimant for this -- for this OE investigation. She
unfortunately had to | eave to the department because she was
not given any hearing. She was -- she was dealt in a really,
real |y harsh way.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Counsel, before you go on with
this.

MS. DOUKOURE: Sure.
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JUDGE WHI TBECK: The email fromthe students
including this witness, is that going to be introduced? |Is
t here a docunment avail abl e?

M5. DOUKOURE: It's in our binder.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: | beg your pardon?

M5. DOUKOURE: It is in our binders.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Could you identify it for ne?

M5. DOUKOURE: Hang on.

DR. PROM SLOW Can we instruct the w tness not
to type on her |aptop while she's on the wtness stand?

THE WTNESS: [I'mtrying to find the email.

MR. REI FENBERG  No.

M5. DOUKOURE: It's okay. | can find it.

MR. REIFENBERG We'Il find it from her.

M5. DOUKOURE: And pl ease direct Professor
Prom sl ow not to direct any single coment other than
cross-exam nation to nmy wtness. Shaking his head, saying
no, no, no to ny witness is wholly inappropriate. It is
under Tab F. Wuld you like ne to -- it is under Tab F.
It's Nunber 9, but it's actually Page 8 under Tab D.

MR. REI FENBERG Tab D?

MS5. DOUKOURE: Yes. |It's Tab Dand it's the
actual eighth docunent but there's a big circled 9 on the
t op.

JUDGE VWH TBECK: B as in bravo?
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M5. DOUKOURE: |I'msorry. D as in David.
DR. PROM SLOWN \What's the nunber?
M5. DOUKOURE: The nunber on top is 9, but |

think it's actually the eighth docunent.

DR. PROM SLOW | don't have 9.
V5. DOUKOURE: I 1ied. It's at Tab F. |

ski pped two tabs. M bad.

MR. REI FENBERG Tab F t hen?
MS. DOUKOURE: Yes.
MR. RElI FENBERG And t he nunber?

M5. DOUKOURE: The nunber at the top is 9. The

nunber at the bottomis 13.

DR SM TH: Is there a date on it?

M5. DOUKOURE: It says to whomit nmay concern

and there's all the signatures under that.

has a date.

DR SM TH: Is there a date on this?
DOUKOURE: Par don?

REI FENBERG. A date. Does it have a date?

5 3 O

DOUKOURE: It doesn't appear that this copy

JUDGE WHI TBECK: And is there a response from

Dr. Prom sl ow?

M5. DOUKOURE: |'mgoing to enter this one
because there is -- I"'msorry. |l'mgoing to give her this
one and we'll talk about this docunent because there is a

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

190




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

second docunent .

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Well, but is there a response
fromDr. Prom sl ow?

MR. REIFENBERG To this email.

M5. DOUKOURE: We don't have that response, but
this witness is qualified to testify to that response.

THE WTNESS: | do have this email

DR. PROMSLON |'d like to object that we're
going to discuss a docunent that | can't inspect? M
response to this docunment may be di scussed w thout ne being
able to see the docunent?

M5. DOUKOURE: You have the docunent in your
bi nder.

DR. PROM SLON Ch, you're not going to hand it
to her. GOkay. Point of clarification. So the docunent’'s in
the binder, but it's not going to be admtted at this point?

M5. DOUKOURE: You have a binder.

DR. PROM SLOW  Yes.

M5. DOUKOURE: The docunent's in your binder.

MR. REIFENBERG. He's asking if the docunent's
been adm tted yet.

MS. DOUKOURE: The docunent can't be admitted.
She hasn't identified it yet.

DR. PROM SLON And ny response to this enail

is that in the binder?
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M5. DOUKOURE

Wiy is he asking about this now?

This is not appropriate. He's --

JUDGE WHI TBECK

Actually it is appropriate.

She testified about both. Al I'masking is do you have the

docunent? You have one. Do you have the other?

M5. DOUKOURE

We don't have his response to

that, but we have anot her docunent that we will enter that

has a response fromhis offi

ce. And | reiterate that

Prof essor Promi slow s objection to this docunent based on the

| ack of response of himis
sust ai ned.
JUDGE WHI TBECK
Dr. Prom slow s response or
V5. DOUKOURE
JUDGE WHI TBECK

nappropriate and it should not be

Look, either we have
we do not. Wiich is it?
| don't.

We do not have it.

M5. DOUKOURE: It's not in our exhibits, no.
JUDGE WHI TBECK: All right. That's all | wanted
to know.
MS. DOUKOURE: | know. Just for clarification,
I was not addressing your concerns at all. | was addressing

Prof essor Promislow s objection to this docunent based on

| ack of response.

JUDGE WH TBECK

He can't object to it yet. W

have not yet offered it as an exhibit.

M5. DOUKOURE

I know. But he did object.
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BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

Do you recogni ze this docunent? The docunment that | handed
you. Do you recognize it?
Yes.
Can you describe for us what the docunent is?
That is the docunent that we wote -- we had to wite and we
had to sign to convince the chair, Keith Prom slow, that we
are here to take that class and please |let us take the class.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: All right. [I'msorry. One
ot her question. There seens to be handwitten notations on
t hi s docunent.

MS. DOUKOURE: We can strike those. The sane we
did for plaintiff's.

JUDGE WHI TBECK:  Per haps say that again

M5. DOUKOURE: I'msorry. The way that we --
the same way that we -- okay. This docunent has two sets of
handwitten notes on it.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: One at the top and one at the
bott om

M5. DOUKOURE: Well, the nunber at the top was
for notation in the booklet. There's also the signatures.
Those are actual original signatures, but the notation at the
bottomtotal of seven students can be scratched off the sane
way we scratched it off.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Do you have that?
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DR. PROM SLOWN | haven't | ooked yet.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Do you have the docunent?

M5. YERMAK: | do not have it yet.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: But you know what to do when
you do get it? Wiich is to strike that --

M5. YERMAK: |'m supposed to strike it off,
extraneous material, handwitten notes.

MS. DOUKOURE: That's correct. | believe she
identified this docunent.

JUDGE WHI TBECK:  Yes.

M5. DOUKOURE: Ckay. Then I'Il nove on from
t here.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Do you wish to admt it?

MS. DOUKOURE: Not yet. But | wll.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

o > O >

Can you tell ne do you recogni ze the signatures? You need to
sit. l'msorry.
Do | have to sit?
| think so.
So people don't like see me, so | want themto see ne.
Does anybody mind if she stands?
THE WTNESS: That's for them not for ne. Do
you want me to stand up? Do you mind if | stand up?
DR SMTH  Either way.

THE WTNESS: Al right. Mybe that's easier
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for you.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

A
Q
A

Do you recogni ze the signatures that are on this docunent?
Yes.
How many signatures appear on this docunment?
Six witten signatures and the seventh student was not in --
in-- it's not seen by that tinme, and he sent his wllingness
for the class in an email, so we put his nane.

MR. REI FENBERG  Wich student is that?

THE W TNESS: Wi Fan.

MS. DOUKOURE: It's the first nane.

MR. REI FENBERG And do you have any idea when
this was dated?

M5. DOUKOURE: That's what | was going to ask

her .

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

> O » O >

Do you recall when this email was sent to -- first of all
let's address. Do you know who this docunment was sent to?
Who this docunment is sent?

Yes. Who did this group of people send this docunment to?
Luke email this docunent to Keith.

Were you cc'd on the email ?

W were cc'd. | nmean, | don't have this on the cc but on the
reply | have

And what was Professor Prom sl ow s response?
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A

| just told you the plan was if Selman wants he can go with
readi ng class and they cancel ed the class. The response
sonething was |ike that and he forcefully -- after that,
after that point he forcefully changed our course nunber.

MS. DOUKOURE: 1'd like to nove to admt this as
| believe we're labeling it FM faculty nenmber's first
exhi bit.

DR PROM SLON | just have a request that the
date be indicated, that the date of the email be indicated
when it's admtted for the record.

MR. REI FENBERG Yeah. Can you do that?

M5. YERMAK:  Yes.

DR PROM SLON And just rem nd us what the date

THE WTNESS: Do you want ne to say the date of
the email? I1t's probably January sonething |ike maybe 9 or
around that point. You can find out. 2015.

DR PROM SLON Thank you. Then | have no
obj ecti on.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON

FACULTY MEMBER EXHI BIT 1

4:24 p. m

M5. DOUKOURE: |'mgoing to give the wtness
what is the contents of the same tab, so Tab F, and it is the

page that's demarcated with nunber 11 at the top.
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MR REIFENBERG Circled 11?

MS. DOUKOURE: Yes.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

A
Q
A

> O » O >

Do you recogni ze this docunent?

Yes.

Can you identify this docunment, please?

| mean, that is a docunent that just before the senester
starts we don't want any -- any conflict between our
scheduling the class. In case of conflict | wote on behal f
of all these five students to the secretary, Britta, who is

t he one who al so kicked me fromthe office and yelled at ne,
so | wote to |ike graduate secretary and ask her to consider
our class, please, and be careful about our teaching

assi gnnents.

Who assi gned your teaching assignments?

The graduate chair and the graduate secretaries. | guess the
graduate chair is the kind of --

Sois it inportant for themto understand your course |oad as
well? Wuld they have to know what your course load is in
order to be able to assign teaching assignnents?

Qur -- yeah. O course. O course.

Can you tell ne what the date of this email is?

It'"s Novenber 5.

VWi ch year?

2015.
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o > O >

2015 or 20147
Ch. It's 2014. I'mvery sorry. Yeah. Just starting
January 2015. That's 2014.
Can you remind nme again when did you receive an email stating
that the class was cancel ed?
Ch. That was on sonething Cctober. | don't know. Like
Cctober -- late Cctober.
So if you had to characterize the time between receiving this
emai |l and these one -- these students expressing their
concerns about the class, how many days is that about?
Li ke al nost ten to 15 days sonet hing.
And how many students are you witing on behal f of?
Fi ve.
And are any of these five students the same students that
were on the letter that was admtted previously?
They were all in that letter.

MR, REI FENBERG Do we have a copy of that emai
canceling the class?

DR SMTH W do. It's in here soneplace.
read it.

MS. DOUKOURE: We do have it. It's in there.

But we don't have it

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q
A

Utimately --

There are external students besides those five students and
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let me tell you about those two students also. The one is
Wi Fan. He was a graduate student of Selman Akbulut. He
was not allowed to enroll the classes because he was not
assigned teaching by that tine. Actually, to be honest, the

graduate office supposed to be flexible and consider himas a

possi bl e student but they will not. And the sixth -- seventh
student was Shu-man. Shu-man al so was -- shows interest and
we ask her, okay, | think the student -- she was a new

students office main also and they were working on sonething
together by that tine and Shu-man tried to register but she
was the one they let in |ate and her request was returned,
i ke, you know, declined fromthe graduate office. They said
that they cannot -- they cannot approve her override because
she was one day | ate.

MR REI FENBERG Can you focus her testinony
W th questions, please?

M5. DOUKOURE: | can. But | wanted to object.
Alittle of it's being directed to that. Professor Prom sl ow
had a witness Matthew Hedden who testified, and |I'm not
exaggerating, we can look at the record, he testified
45 m nutes straight w thout being asked a question yesterday.
There were at |east three witnesses who testified for over
ten mnutes wthout being asked a question. | wll do ny
best to keep us on track with that being said.

BY MS. DOUKOURE
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So you sent this enmail ten days -- or 15 days after the
course cancellation email with five students on it. |Is the
response to that email shown on here?

| don't renenber.

Can you read it off -- is it on the docunent that you were
provi ded, the response? I'msorry. M question is wong.
What was your enmil in response to?

Actually the email that's saying that they are going to start
t hese assignnents soon, so they want us to make -- yeah. You
have to do -- oh, yeah. They are saying that literally they
are going to make this class assignnment, so we have to make
our final choices about the classes because they don't want
any, you know, conflict.

Can you read the last line of that email that's dated
Novenber 3rd, 20147

"If you haven't signed up for your classes yet, you will have
to do so today or tonorrow. "

I n your understanding, does that indicate people were still

switching in and out of classes?

Yes.
Was it still possible to change your course at this tine?
For sure.

M5. DOUKOURE: |'d like to nove to have this
adm tted as FM 2.

DR SMTH: This is the one that has 11 at the
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top?
MS. DOUKOURE: It is. Hearing no objection
DR PROM SLON | have no objection.
MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON
FACULTY MEMBER EXHI BI T 2

4:31 p.m

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

Overall with regards to the concerns we've addressed and the
two emails you just testified to regarding the course that
you and ot her students were trying to take that was
ultimately kept canceled, what, if any, feelings did you have
about the departnment as a result of your interactions with
regards to this class?

| nean, it was clear to us they are -- they are doing
everything on purposely and they are attacking kind of to
Sel man and they sacrifice our research and it was -- | nean,
we tried, but they were -- they were not really hearing us.
Did you feel like they took the concerns of the students
regardi ng your courses -- I'msorry. Did you feel that they
were taking the concerns of the graduate students seriously?
Not at all

Did you feel I|ike Professor Prom sl ow when you sent that
emai | to him addressed your concerns truthfully?

No.

Wien you sent that email to Professor Promslow, did you fee
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that your concerns and the concerns of the other six students
on that email were addressed at all?

Not at all

Utimtely do you know how many students took this -- the
readi ng course that Professor Akbul ut taught?

It's not a reading course. It's -- they changed the
nunbering, but it was -- it was a reading course. It was
Math 996, topics in topology. W did what we were prom sed.
And how many students --

Five students. It started with five students and it ended up
with exactly these five students and those five students are
fromthe group, those seven people who wote, and plus two
visiting faculty all during the time visiting to M chigan

State University, they were participating actively.

JUDGE WHI TBECK:  |I'msorry. | have to admt
it's confusing again. | understood there was a reading
cour se.

MS. DOUKOURE: Well, | think, and | don't want

to speak for anybody, but | think that her testinony was not
that it wasn't classified as a reading course but that it
wasn't a readi ng course.

THE W TNESS: The readi ng course sonet hi ng
different. They changed our nunberi ng.

MS. DOUKOURE: One second. One second.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Let's try to be consistent with
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what we're tal king about here. There was a readi ng course;
right?

M5. DOUKOURE: | nean, their contention is that
it was a reading course. Qur statenent this whole tine has
been and people have testified, including their wtness
Mat t hew Hedden, that it was actually taught as a real course.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Ckay. |I'mreally much narrower
t han that.

M5. DOUKOURE: Sure.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: She's assignhing a course nunber
toit. Ws there a course nunber assigned?

M5. DOUKOURE: The course nunber 996 is the
course nunber that was associated with the class that was
cancel ed.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: Does the reading course have a
cour se nunber?

M5. DOUKOURE: |'msure it does. | don't know.

DR SMTH My | speak?

M5. DOUKOURE: Sure.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: OF cour se.

DR SMTH  Math 990 was taught that senester
with three students. WMath 890 was taught that senester --

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

DR SMTH  So there were five students total in

the reading course. But for sonme reason two of them |[|'m not
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sure exactly why, it appears that two students --

THE WTNESS: He's secretive. You should ask
him Prom slow. Yeah.

M5. DOUKOURE: You can't do that. ['msorry.

THE WTNESS: |'msorry. Yeah. Ckay.

M5. DOUKOURE: Yes. That's why there's sone
confusi on how we characterize this because Professor
Prom sl ow deci ded how he was going to assign the credits and
the course | oads for people after the class al ready began.

MR. REI FENBERG. So this course that was taught
I n substitution --

DR SMTH. It was a reading course.

M5. DOUKOURE: Yeah. This course --

MR. REI FENBERG You said one was two and one
was three.

M5. DOUKOURE: So what happened -- and | don't
really want to get into this because people will testify and
people in the defense will testify about what happened
because Professor Prom slow has the ability to testify. Wat
actual |y happened was -- and this is what we've been saying
all along. This was on direct. Is that Math 996 was
cancel ed. Professor Akbul ut taught the class anyways and
Prof essor Prom slow characterized it to give the students
credit as a reading course. And what this gentlenman just

said is that he gave sone of thema reading course credit in
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one mat h and course nunber and he gave three of themreading
courses -- or provided under a different course nunber.

MR. REI FENBERG But were they in the sane
course?

M5. DOUKOURE: They were. They all took the
same cl ass.

MR. REI FENBERG And heard the sane information
fromthe sanme person?

M5. DOUKOURE: That's correct. Yes. They're
al |

DR. PROM SLON Can | just give a one-word point
of clarification? W generate sonething called shadow
courses for a technical reason, so there was a readi ng cl ass
and then a shadow class, and | can explain why it was, but --

M5. DOUKOURE: But all five people, regardless
of how Professor Prom slow would Iike to characterize how he
created the course descriptions, all five people and plus two
visiting professors took the sane cl ass.

DR SMTH  But the five students that were
enrolled in what was the course content of 996 ended up in
890 and 990 that semester?

M5. DOUKOURE: That's correct.

SM TH.  Thank you

DOUKOURE: You're wel cone.

2 5 3

REI FENBERG.  Just trying to clarify.
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M5. DOUKOURE: | know. | know. We're just

trying to make sure we're all tal king about the sane thing.

| get it.

DR SMTH But it is confusing on our end.

M5. DOUKOURE: | nmean, | understand it's
confusing. |It's confusing to try to address it fromthis
side of the table too. I'mtrying to remenber where we were
at .

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

>

o > O >

| think we were tal king specifically about the course itself,
so let's go there. How many people took the course? How
many people took this course?

Fi ve.

How many people -- were all of them graduate students?

Yes.

Did anybody el se take the course that wasn't a graduate
student ?

Two visiting faculty, one from Japan, one fromlran

And if you could characterize the content of this course in
relation to the inportance to your work, how would you
characterize that?

Qur -- all these five graduate students and one of the
visiting faculty fromJapan, his research was closely tied to
that course, and all our research projects and our thesis

cl osely depends on Akbulut and this course. In fact, | wll
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> O > O

be giving lecture in Harvard this senmester and |'I| be using
notes fromthis course.

If you could characterize the inportance or the influence of
Prof essor Akbulut's contribution to your tine at MSU, how
woul d you characterize it?

[t's priceless.

If you compared -- if you could conpare Professor Akbulut's

i nfluence on your time at MSU versus what we've already

tal ked about happening at MSU with regards to your
experiences in the grad department itself, how would you --
coul d you conpare those two things?

Do you want me -- I'msorry. I'mclarifying. Do you want ne
to conpare the -- Selman's contribution to ny tinme at MSU and
the other things?

Yes.

That's going on around; right?

Yes.

| nean, if Selman was not around, if | was one of the other

graduate students |ike Am na (ph) or, you know, other people

who had to | eave, like from Saudi Arabia or fromlran, if |
was one of them | couldn't -- | don't think I could --
could -- | could have finished ny Ph.D. That was not

possi ble. He was so supportive. | nean, like

I f Sel man was not here and you're saying that you coul dn't

finish -- you woul dn't have been able to finish your Ph.D.
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what factors woul d have contributed to that?

Ph.D. is already really hard. | nean, it's -- it's really
hard. So you are comng fromforeign country, you have no
connections here, you're kind of alone and weak and you have
to -- you know, you have many chall enges. Your first year
you are taking qualifying classes and then you have to
produce research. Then you have to apply to jobs. | nean
there are many, many chal |l engi ng things going on and you have
to work really hard and it's really stressful, and if Sel man
was not around, | don't think | could have done because

knew fromthe firsthand that other people had to |eave. |
mean, not because they were not able to finish. They were
not able to get Ph.D. mathematics. For instance, Am na (ph),
| mean, she was treated really, really badly by these people
and she had to | eave, but she's a Ph.D. from University of

M ssouri right now and she's graduated |ike at the sane year

with ne. So she was able to do that. She had the capacity.

But, you know, when people are so hostile to you -- for
instance, can | elaborate a little bit? For instance, |ike
if you're not welcome to the seminars -- for instance, like

Effie Kal fagianni. She was given the noney by Keith to
organi ze the geonetry and topol ogy semnars in the
departnent, and she was the organizer. So the sem nars are
i nportant for us because speakers conmes to that sem nar, so,

| mean, it's the only chance for us to come together to neet
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with these speakers and they go -- people go to dinner to
interact and talk math, whatever, so there's a funding in the
departnent which was given in the last two years to Effie in
the departnment. Effie doesn't talk to ne at all. | nean,
when she sees ne, she | ooks other side. So nowl'ma
graduate student and |I'm expected to participate and |
participated and | did it, but somehow, you know, when people
l'i ke, you know, when people around, you're sharing the sanme
things, that kind of makes you stronger, so | felt nuch nore
stronger and sonme of that. So even though | knew that | was
not wel cone but | went, and because Sel man was al so goi ng,
you know, that talks, and it was kind of encouragenent for

me. It gives ne strength to be. It was not easy.

You nentioned Professor Kalfagianni in the statenent you nade
and how she didn't nake you feel welcone. How closely
related is her specialty, for lack of a better word, because
that's sort of a layman's term how closely related is her
research or specialty to what you were studyi ng?

In the basic level, so we speak a simlar |anguage.

That's -- that's | guess all. | nean, | took many cl asses
fromEffie, by the way, and, | mean, | was al ways respecting
her but sonehow suddenly she changed her manner. | mean, we
are in the sane field. | took classes fromher. | took |like
topics classes fromher. | sit in her class.

So woul d you characterize your treatnment by Effie
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Kal f agi anni, Professor Kal fagi anni, as being one of the
reasons you were not confortable at MSU?
| can say that. Yes.

DR PROM SLON You said what was -- can you
repeat the answer? |'msorry.

THE WTNESS: | think she asked nme if this is
one of the reason that | don't feel confortable at MSU. |

sai d yes.

BY MS. DOUKOURE

Q

Can you characterize or can you conpare Professor Akbulut's
contribution to your research in contrast with Professor
Hedden, who you testified was your advisor's contribution to
your research?

| can easily say that | was easily talking to Matthew with
Selman, so his -- his contribution -- | nean, ny advisor
contributed, too, but Selman's contribution was | guess

hi gher .

Wien you enmil ed Professor Prom slow regarding the course
that he was attenpting to -- that he had cancel ed or that had
been cancel ed for the spring of 20 -- I'msorry, spring of
2015, did you feel confortable to go to your advisor and ask
him for assistance?

About this issue?

Yes.

That was -- probably | assigned himas ny advisor after that.
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Okay. | only -- once | comunicate with ny advi sor about
those issues. | knowthat | was in trouble and this trouble
Is gonna go like long, so | just went to ny advisor and ask
hi m coul d you please -- | nmean, can we please -- okay. Those
are the things that I'mnot sure -- I'min right now and
they' re not pleasant things. Can we please keep our

rel ati onship professional and not tal k about that kind of
things, and he was respectful. So we never tal ked about that
things. So | wasn't confortable, but my only concern was,
you know, if they really kind of damaged ny relationship with
ny advisor, it was -- it was a really big concern, but then
it didn't happen, so

Were you recently the subject of an O E report regarding
tweets that you nade on Twitter?

Say agai n.

| said were you recently subjected to an OE investigation

i nvol ving --

Ch, yes.

Let ne finish the whole question just so the record' s there.
Resulting fromtweets that you nmade on Twitter? | was just
trying to finish the question. Wre you subjected to an O E
investigation resulting fromtweets that you nade on Twitter?
Yes.

And can you tell nme if you know what's the subject -- can you

ki nd of explain?
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My tweet was about the corruption at Mchigan State
University. M thought was -- okay. M -- ny -- | was
trying to nmention -- | literally said that the person, the
secretary, it's Beth, she was also testifying today here,
Beth was kind of doing sone dirty things for adm nistrators
and sonehow they -- she got -- she got pronoted. Like when
saw that, | knew that her contributions to the previous OE

i nvestigation, and she was al so in one occasion very rude to
me. She cancel ed ny own research fellowship that she -- she
restored, and | had sone bad interaction with her, and she
made real ly disgusting conments about another graduate
student, and she wote a letter to Professor Sel man Akbul ut,
so | thought this was a coincidence, and she get rewarded.
She got award from Col | ege of Natural Science as

di stingui shed staff award while she was extrenely hostile to
me, to another Iranian graduate students and to Sel man

Akbul ut, and | thought that, you know, that's kind of --
that's kind of corruption.

I''m going to show you a docunent. The docunent |'m show ng
her has already been admtted. 1'mgoing to show you a
document. It is labeled as CP-65. It is in charging party's
bi nder 11.S12. For the record, can you descri be the docunent
that's in front of you?

| tweeted about Beth's acconplishnent at MSU. | nean, she --

she --
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That's okay. That's fine.

Ckay. She -- sorry.

| just wanted you to identify it.

Ckay. That's ny tweet and Sel man's retweet.

Ckay. That's Selnman's retweet of your tweet. So just for
the record, the Twitter handl e Eylem Zeliha, that's your

Twi tter handle; correct?

Correct.
Ckay. Just so that we're -- | just wanted to identify the
document properly. |Is this the tweet that subjected you to

an O E investigation at MU?

Yes.

In your tweet did you -- are you famliar with the terns |ike
tag and at or hashtag?

["'mfamliar with tag, hashtag, at.

Did you tag any -- sorry.

JUDGE WHI TBECK:  |'msorry. Her tweet is what
in this?

M5. DOUKOURE: It's the bottom portion where it
says Eylem Zeliha and then there's |like the at synmbol and it
says Eylem Zeliha. 1t's like the docunent itself is an
i nel oquent representation of what Twitter |ooks |ike. But
it's the bottom portion.

JUDGE WHI TBECK:  |I'msorry. Could you just

identify again the tweet?
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M5. DOUKOURE: Sure. |It's everything that cones
l'i ke next to and bel ow the words Eyl em Zel i ha.

JUDGE WHI TBECK: So this is her tweet?
"Koi visto's acconplishments nunmber sign MSU."

M5. DOUKOURE: Hashtag, yes, MsU.

JUDGE WHI TBECK:  Ckay.

MS. DOUKOURE: Back then we called that the

pound sign, but they' ve got new words for things now.

BY MS. DOUKOURE:

Q

>

o > O > O F

Wien you sent this tweet, did you tag Ms. Koivisto in this
t weet ?

Not at all, no.

Did you tag MsU in this tweet?

There is no tag in this tweet.

[''msorry?

No.

Did you intend -- was it your purpose for sending this tweet
to -- for professor -- for Ms. Koivisto to see it?

No.

Utimtely what was the outconme of the investigation, the OE
i nvestigation?

It doesn't violate the Mchigan State University's
anti-discrimnation rules and whatever, sonething |ike that.
Were you assessed any penalties?

No.
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Were you found to have commtted any infractions?
No.

M5. DOUKOURE: | have no further questions for
this wtness.

DR. PROM SLON So we have five mnutes; is that
correct?

MR. REIFENBERG | don't know. Yes. W have
five m nutes.

DR PROM SLON Shall | go for five minutes or
should we do it tonorrow?

MR REIFENBERG It strikes ne that you're
probably not going to ask questions that will take five
m nutes to answer.

DR PROM SLON | imagine it wll take nore than
five mnutes to --

MR REI FENBERG  Then we shoul d conme back
tonorrow at noon and start with your cross.

DR. PROM SLON And we should all eat [unch
bef ore.

MR REIFENBERG Al right. Let's stop.

(At 4:55 p.m, hearing adjourned)
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University Committee on Faculty Affairs

Dear Committee Members,

I am writing this letter with much sadness and unease. The events that have unfolded
since Selman Akbulut refused to teach a class assigned to him in Spring 2015 have
left me and the department bruised and drained.

Ido not sec it necessary to comment upon the facts of the case here. These have been
reviewed in a public forum for what feels like an eternity. It is the public nature of
this commentary that bothers me the most. The slanderous comments and implicit
threats in this largely one-sided commentary do not bolster the arguments in favor
of veracity of facts. This has affected individual faculty and staff enormously. This in
turn has created an additional burden completely orthogonal to the role of a faculty
member. It has necessitated an unwarranted modification in behavioral patterns.
For example, the public accusations in the emails have left me with many a sleepless
nights, thereby making it necessary to not read emails after a certain (fixed) hour.
Even this has not been sufficient on occasion. I do not believe the faculty should
need to resort to such measures with or without any administrative role. I believe the
various people involved in the evaluation of the merits of the case and the resulting
administrative review acted in good faith. On the other hand, various attempts to
mediate a more agreeable outcome were rebuffed rather indignantly.

There is yet another unintended consequence. As the faculty have watched this email
drama over the years, there is a visible loss of morale. This has resulted in faculty
shying away from committee work in fear of retaliation. While public expression
of frustration is understandable, targeting individuals for their role in perceived
injustice with slander and vague threats has no place in a legitimate discourse.
It is not reasonable to politicize the department for this purpose. In a similar
vein, it is not reasonable to disrupt attempts to regularize routine functions of the
department. I very much hope the department will return to its mathematically
exciting, but otherwise mundane existence at the earliest, unencumbered by this
additional burden.

Sincerely,

RS Kul ke o

Rajesh S. Kulkarni
Professor of Mathematics

email: kulkarni@math.msu.edu







(‘ ltem S11
Re: Seminar funds 2018-19

Akbulut, Selman

Sat 9/29/2018 3:56 AM

To:Promislow, Keith <PROMISLO@msu.edu>;

CcMath.Faculty <faculty@math.msu.edu>; Math.Staff <staff@math.msu.edu>;

Dear Keith,

Please replace your appointment of Matt Hedden and Rajesh Kulkarni (they are the only people on your list who are in my field). | can not
expect to get their support for my visitors, since they both wrote incriminating hate letters about me to the administration supporting my
dismissal, and one of them signed a faulty report about my NSF records. Given these facts, how can | expect them to support my visitors? Keith
the money you are offering is not your money, it is money from the university funds, you have an obligation to disperse it fairly.

http://selmanakbulut.com/Matthew%20Hedden.pdf
http://selmanakbulut.com/Rajesh%20S.%20Kulkarni.pdf
http://www.selmanakbulut.com/papers/comitteel.pdf

Selman

On Sep 18, 2018, at 4:12 PM, Promislow, Keith <promislo@msu.edu> wrote:

‘ Dear Faculty,

As a reminder, and to make our new faculty aware, we
provide limited seminar speaker support by allocating funds
to managers of each of four areas. If a faculty member wishes to
have a seminar speaker funded, they should approach the manager of the
most appropriate group area as reflected in the faculty member's and/or
the speaker's research and secure approval for the funding in advance of
extending the invitation to the speaker. Arranging accommodations and
additional funding required remains the obligation of the inviting faculty member.
The decision to fund/not fund rests with the manager. Managers will rotate every
couple of years to provide balance over the groups.

Group area // Annual Budget // Manager

1) Algebra-Combinatorics // $3000 // Rajesh Kulkarni

2) Geometry-Topology // $3000 // Matt Hedden

3) Analysis-PDE-Dynamical Systems // $3000// Russell Schwab
4) Applied-Math/Math-Physics // $3000 // Ekaterina Rapinchuk

The funds are governed by the following 4 conditions/restrictions

1) The money can be used for travel, local expenses, meals (alcohol is included
under the standard colloquium/job candidate limits). No more than $750/visitor,
however the manager can allot smaller sums if they wish.

2) The visitor must give a generally announced talk, cancelled talks
don't count. Talks must be during the regular academic year, no summer/spring break/etc.





3) Each faculty member can request up to $750/semester total, over all groups.

4) *ALL** RECEIPTS FOR A VISITOR, INCLUDING MEALS TO BE REIMBURSED
MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE STAFF IN ONE BUNCH, WITHIN TWO WEEKS

OF THE SPEAKER'S DEPARTURE. MEALS MUST INCLUDE A LIST OF ALL
PARTICIPANTS,

WITH ALCOHOL ON SEPARATE CHECK. [ we want to minimize burden on the staff]
Thanks, Keith







‘ 2/12/2018 Gmail - Open Letter to Carolyn Wemple and Beth Koivisto (Math Financial office)

> could impact your salary increment.

>

> | would be happy to meet with you to discuss the issue of appropriate email use, or your grants,
> in person.

>

> Sincerely, Keith
>

>

> Keith Promislow

> Professor and Chair

> Dept. of Mathematics

> D205 Wells Hall

> 619 Red Cedar Road

> East Lansing, M|, 48824

> 517-432-7135

>

> From: Akbulut, Selman

> Sent: Sunday, April 23, 2017 7:14 AM

> To: dept

> Cc: terry Curry

> Subject: Open Letter to Carolyn Wemple and Beth Koivisto (Math Financial office)

>

> Dear Carolyn and Beth,

2

> Forgive me for taking your valuable time. Would you please answer the following questions YES or NO? | know you
already answered them to me several times in words, in writings of emails and in official memo’s, but there are still some
faculty resisting to believe the answers (e.g see my exchanges with Matt Hedden last week). My questions to you are:

>
> 1- Did Chair Promislow used $5000 dept funds to pay for the visitor Mohammad Asadi’s health insurance?
>
. > 2~ During October/2014 (registration period for Spring 2015 courses) were all of my NSF grants encumbered? (question
raised if there was enough to pay for my grad student'’s extra credit for the topics course).
>
> So, please answer these questions one last time for everyone to see.
>

> (Last time | looked Fraud and Embezzlement is defined as “the act of withholding assets for the purpose of conversion of
such assets, by one or more persons to whom the assets were entrusted, either to be held or to be used for specific
purposes”, as a charge it is exempt from the statute of limitations).

>

> Selman Akbulut

>

hitps://mail google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=c1ccf60021 &jsver=5L3RpK OutOl.en.&view=pt&msg=1 5b9c29bd6637bc2&search=inbox &dsqt=1&siml=15b9c29bd663

22






( Impact Statement: Beth Koivisto, Dept. administrative associate

Department of
Mathematics

Michigan State University
Wells Hall

619 Red Cedar Road

East Lansing, MI 48824-1027

517-353-0844
Fax: 517-432-1562

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal
opportunity employer.

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

April 18,2018

To Whom It May Concern,

Since I began working in the Department of Mathematics in 2011, Professor Selman
AXkbulut has harassed and bullied a number of faculty and staff members in the
department. There have been emails and interactions that have been unprofessional,
harassing in nature, and inappropriate.

When communicating with the staff Professor Akbulut uses phrases to intimidate
bully and manipulate staff. For example, “so you won’t be liable”, “I wish you
spend more time to help me distribute these funds, rather than thinking ways to
obstruct it.” and “I will never ever forgive you leaving me cold in my difficult time
like this, I am sure it will bother your conscious long time.” When I have a new staff
member start in the department it is inevitable they come to me asking what is going
on with Professor Akbulut and is he always so abusive. The words alone don’t
convey the tone and bullying nature of how he uses them.

Professor Akbulut has bombarded the department and other university offices with
emails for the last four years over what he perceives as an injustice to him. He
continues to email staff members asking for the same information over and over and
has done so for four years. It is clear his intent is to pester and harass.

The full impact of his behavior is hard to quantify but I can say with certainty it has
been very disruptive to the work environment, productivity and overall job
satisfaction of the staff. This behavior has caused the staff to be fearful of providing
support for Professor Akbulut, so much so, I have staff members who have been
directed to not respond to emails from him. Professor Akulut’s behavior continues
to create a hostile work environment for anyone he includes in his tirades.

Sincerely,

Unable to sign by deadline due to technical issues with home computer

Beth Koivisto
Administrative Associate I
gagnier@msu.edu
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MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

April 21, 2018

University Committee on Faculty Affairs
Dear Committee Members,

Professor Selman Akbulut’s effect on the Department of Mathematics has been
toxic for many years. Receiving an email from him has never been pleasant
and I am often reluctant to even read them. And there have been hundreds
over the past 10 years. The refrain was almost always the same: Prof. Akbulut
notifies the entire department claiming that he has been wronged and proceeds
to publicly humiliate the person, usually a subordinate, who did not do his
bidding. In 2011 I became the Assistant to the Chair and quickly discovered
the extent to which Prof. Akbulut bullied the staff. I found this repulsive.
Much of it was subtle or passive, but the behavior was unmistakable.

I refer to two specific incidents that directly involve the staff. On 11/15/2013,
I received a phone call from the undergraduate office. The staff member on
the other end said that Prof. Akbulut was complaining that the staff no longer
provided postage stamps for personal use, something they had done as a courtesy
for years. I didn’t know what to make of the phone call, but the situation became
very clear after Prof. Akbulut emailed the entire department explaining that he
was put out and even though he didn’t identify the staff member, everyone in
the department knew who the target was. The content of the email displayed his
usual lack of awareness and his sense of self importance. I knew from experience
that he would continue to pester the staff so I sent him an email offering stamps
that I happened to have on hand in order to diffuse the situation. This behavior
was typical when Prof. Akbulut did not get his way.

The second incident has been ongoing since 2014. One of the issues regarded
funding levels in Prof. Akbulut’s NSF grant, which he disputed. He sent nu-
merous emails to the entire department accusing the staff member in charge of
these records of misconduct. This was incredibly stressful for her, and was all
the more reprehensible given that everyone knew the staff member was recover-
ing from a second round of chemotherapy at the time. Despite several attempts
to intercede and warnings from the chair, the situation got so bad that Prof.
Akbulut was instructed to no longer contact the staff member directly and to
work through me instead. Unfortunately, he effectively ignored these instruc-
tions. As a result I had no choice but to set up an email filter for the staff
member’s account (with permission) so that emails from Prof. Akbulut would
be redirected to me.

These two examples give a lot of insight into Prof. Akbulut’s world view. No
offense is too small, he refuses to recognize authority, and he has no empathy
for those he attacks.

EXHIBIT
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Sincerely,

Richard Hensh

Senior Teaching Specialist
Email: hensh@math.msu.edu
Phone: 517-432-3591
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To Whom it May Concern:

We, the undersigned graduate students, would like to attend MTE 996G - Topics
in Topology - in the Spring semester of 2015. We feel that this course will cover
materials which are bencficinl to each of our respective research goals. We would
# like to inquire as to why this course is not listed in the schedule of courses.

Sincerely.

Wei Fan

Kaveh Kasebian K .
L-—lz! S|L—

Metin Ozsarfati
Luke Willlams

Ustun Yildirim

C | %\

Eyiem Yildiz

S’hu-mcm LIY‘

@
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-

from: eylem zeliha yildiz <ezyildiz@msu.edu>
Subjest: Re: Teaching Assignments Spring Semester 2015
Date: November 5, 2014 4:23:20 PM EST
To: "Britta M. Altinsel" <britta@math.msu.edu>
Cz: "Akbulut, Selman” <akbulut@math.msu.edus, "Wolfson, Jon G."” <wolison @math.msu.edw>, eviem zeliha yildiz

<gzyildiz@math.msu.edu>, <kasebian@msu.edu>, Ustun Yildirim <yildiri3@msu.edu>, Luke Williams <will2086@msu.edu>,
<pzsartat@msu.edu>

Dear Britta,

As Prof. Akbulut had ensured that the class MTH-296-2 will take place in Spring Semester 2015 on Tuesdays and

Thursdays 2:30-4:00 pm. We want to fit this class in our schedule, we would like you to consider this class time when

you are setting up our teaching assignments. We are worried since we are still not allowed to register to this class
officially.

Best

Eylem Zeliha YILDIZ
Kaveh KASEBIAN

Metin OZSARFATI
Ustun YILDIRIM

Luke Morgan WILLIAMS

On Nov.3, 2014, at 1:08 PM, Britta M. Altinsa! <britta@math.msu.edu> wrote:

Grad Studaents,

t will start with the assignments for S515 the next faw days. | will match your schedule with the teaching schedule. If you
haven't signed up for your classas yat, you have to do so today or tomorrow.

Thanks,

Britta Altinsel

Groduate Student Coordinator
Department of Mathematics
Michigan State University

619 Red Cedar Road

€213 Wells Hall

Phone: 517-353-6338

Email: britta@math.msu.edu
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           1                    East Lansing, Michigan



           2                    Wednesday, August 21, 2019 - 9:32 a.m.



           3                        EFSTRATIA KALFAGIANNI



           4                    (At 9:32 a.m., called by Dr. Promislow and



           5                    previously sworn by the reporter, testified as



           6                    follows)



           7                          CROSS-EXAMINATION



           8  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           9  Q.   Good morning.



          10  A.   Good morning.



          11  Q.   My name is Amy Doukoure.  I'm an attorney.  I'm defending



          12       Professor Akbulut in these proceedings.



          13                    Can you say your last name for me just so I know



          14       I'm saying it correctly, please?



          15  A.   Kalfagianni.  Kalfagianni.



          16  Q.   Kalfagianni?



          17  A.   Yes.



          18  Q.   Okay.  So you testified yesterday that you did not sit on any



          19       of the committees that occurred in the original penalty



          20       against Professor Akbulut; correct?



          21  A.   Yes.  I was not on the advisory or the review part of it.



          22  Q.   And you testified yesterday that Professor Akbulut was a



          23       well-established mathematician when he came to MSU; correct?



          24  A.   Yes.  He was established mathematician, yes.



          25  Q.   And you testified yesterday that he was well-respected in the
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           1       field such that you knew his name prior to coming to MSU;



           2       correct?



           3  A.   He had written a textbook -- a expository text of some -- and



           4       I may need this in my field, expository text, so I have seen



           5       his graduate students.  That's correct.  Yes.



           6  Q.   Is he still well-respected in his field?



           7  A.   Which field?



           8  Q.   Math.



           9  A.   I don't know how to answer this question.  The mathematics is



          10       one thing.  I don't think the latest behavior is helping



          11       himself.



          12  Q.   I'm asking you if he is still currently renowned as a



          13       mathematician outside of MSU.



          14  A.   He's established, well-known, but then again it's load.  When



          15       you run the department, you have to be doing something.  Yes.



          16  Q.   Is he still doing research, if you know?



          17  A.   I don't follow his research, but I suppose he does.  He post



          18       paper, yes.



          19  Q.   He's still publishing papers; correct?



          20  A.   Yes.



          21  Q.   He's still lecturing at national and international



          22       universities; correct?



          23  A.   I haven't been following history, but yes, it's part of the



          24       job, yes.



          25  Q.   Okay.  And if he's been invited to speak nationally and
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           1       internationally pursuant to research he's doing to MSU, that



           2       would necessarily provide at least some reputational benefit



           3       to MSU; correct?



           4  A.   Oh.  I am not doubting that his mathematics has contributed



           5       to MSU.  I'm not doubting that.  Nobody is.



           6  Q.   Okay.  Thank you.  You said that -- yesterday when you



           7       testified you said that you began serving on the Advisory



           8       Committee around the time that Professor Akbulut was being



           9       considered for serious discipline; is that correct?



          10  A.   I was elected to the Advisory Committee starting 4, 2017,



          11       yes.



          12  Q.   Okay.  And that the Advisory Committee determined they didn't



          13       want to serve on Professor Akbulut's matter because they



          14       thought that it would be better handled by people who had not



          15       already -- like who are external to the department; correct?



          16  A.   I'm sorry?  Can you repeat?



          17  Q.   Sure.  Because the question was really sloppy.  I'm sorry.



          18       So you testified that the Advisory Committee has stated that



          19       they didn't want to serve on Professor Akbulut's panel



          20       anymore regarding the serious discipline because you



          21       thought -- they thought it would be better if there was an



          22       independent group of people who looked at it; correct?



          23  A.   I testified that the Advisory Committee's -- the majority of



          24       the Advisory Committee had that thought right after we



          25       received the message from Selman that was presented here
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           1       which we took and is a threat.  This is what I testified.



           2       After that people said that they -- they don't -- they no



           3       longer wish to participate in this, not because they were



           4       afraid they were going to jail, but because they did not want



           5       to be in the middle of the -- of the situation that the



           6       previous five committee find themselves.



           7  Q.   But didn't you also testify it would be helpful if it didn't



           8       appear that there were conflicts because people had -- people



           9       were already involved with this matter?  Wasn't that your



          10       testimony yesterday as well?



          11  A.   I'm sorry?  Would you repeat?



          12  Q.   Wasn't it your testimony yesterday that the committee thought



          13       that it would be -- there would be less conflicts of interest



          14       if people who were not already involved decided the matter?



          15  A.   The committee wanted -- the committee as the whole department



          16       wanted this to stop.  Right.  At that point we decided that



          17       we cannot handle it ourselves.  It is better that it be



          18       handled by the university.



          19  Q.   And yesterday you testified that you were offended by the



          20       email regarding salaries; correct?



          21  A.   Correct.



          22  Q.   And you testified that students asked you about the email



          23       about salaries; correct?



          24  A.   Postdocs.  My postdocs, yes.



          25  Q.   You said postdocs and students I believe was your actual
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           1       testimony.  Did any student ask you about that email?



           2  A.   Not that email, no.  It was my postdoc.



           3  Q.   Because there was no students on that email; correct?



           4  A.   I am -- I don't remember.  I don't remember.  This particular



           5       email postdocs asked me.  It was sent to math faculty.  I am



           6       certain that it was sent to math faculty and postdocs asked



           7       me.



           8  Q.   So if you testified yesterday that students asked you about



           9       this email, that was a mistake; correct?



          10  A.   I didn't testify that.



          11  Q.   The information that Professor Akbulut put in that email, is



          12       it public information?



          13  A.   Which information?



          14  Q.   The information about salaries.  Is that information that's



          15       public to people inside of MSU?



          16  A.   The salaries we get or the email?



          17  Q.   The salaries.



          18  A.   The salaries we get, I believe it is public.  One can find



          19       it.



          20  Q.   So if you wanted to go look at everybody's salary in the math



          21       department, that would be something that you would be



          22       relatively capable of doing; correct?



          23  A.   I never done it, but it is my understanding that you can do



          24       that for public universities.  However, however, what is not



          25       public information is comparisons between people and --







                                          9

�











           1  Q.   But if I find your salary and I find Professor Akbulut's



           2       salary, I could compare those relatively simply --



           3  A.   You can compare those.  Definitely you can compare those.



           4       And I never looked at Professor Akbulut's salary, but I feel



           5       confident that it would be higher because he has worked much



           6       longer than me here.  One thing that is not correct -- that



           7       is not correct, Professor Akbulut also put the number of



           8       publications that -- of the ten faculty members that were on



           9       the list.  The number of publications as they show on the



          10       server maintained by the American Mathematical Society.



          11       Professor Akbulut has served many times on the Personnel



          12       Committee, the committee that evaluates people, and this is



          13       not how we evaluate people.  We don't look at what the salary



          14       is.  There are several components and there is a very



          15       rigorous way that is given to us by the college I believe.



          16  Q.   Was he providing an employment evaluation in that email?



          17  A.   No.



          18  Q.   So how the department and the Advisory Committee for



          19       personnel matters evaluates publications and salary increases



          20       is -- wasn't the aim of that email; correct?



          21  A.   What are you asking me?  What is our process for evaluating



          22       faculty?



          23  Q.   I'm not.  Because you gave me the process.  What I'm asking



          24       you, that process really isn't relevant to the information



          25       that Professor Akbulut submitted, is it?
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           1  A.   No.  I don't know.  The message, as I said yesterday, was to



           2       say that a number of people are promoted by the



           3       administration and are receiving bonuses for doing the



           4       administrative review.  However, my name was there and the



           5       other female topologist name was there.  None of us had



           6       served on these administrative reviews.  In fact, I always



           7       wanted to ask why was my name there.



           8  Q.   Did you ever ask Professor Akbulut?



           9  A.   No.



          10  Q.   Okay.  But all the information, that was factual?



          11  A.   Excuse me?



          12  Q.   The information that was presented about you in that email,



          13       was it factual?



          14  A.   Was it what?



          15  Q.   True.



          16  A.   I have -- the information was that I received a percentage of



          17       salary and I had a number of publications.  I have not



          18       calculated the percentage of my salary.  If it was correct or



          19       not.  That is irrelevant to me.



          20  Q.   Okay.



          21  A.   What is important is that this message implied that I have



          22       received some kind of bonuses to do some type of business.



          23       It was sent to the faculty and to my understanding it was



          24       sent to chairs of other departments.



          25  Q.   Did it actually say anything about you?  Did it mention you
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           1       serving on any committees?



           2  A.   No.



           3  Q.   Have you served on any committees?



           4  A.   Ever?  Now?  Then?



           5  Q.   At that time.



           6  A.   At that time I might have -- I don't remember.  I was not on



           7       the Advisory Committee.  I might have -- I serve on



           8       committees every year.  I don't remember if I -- I'm sure I



           9       was, but I don't remember.



          10  Q.   But you didn't serve on any of the committees --



          11  A.   Related to this case?  No.



          12  Q.   Thank you.  And it didn't mention that you had, did it?  The



          13       email didn't mention that you had served on any committees;



          14       correct?



          15  A.   No.



          16  Q.   And, in fact, there were many people whose salaries were



          17       listed that were not part of any of the committees involved



          18       with Professor Akbulut; isn't that correct?



          19  A.   Many people?



          20  Q.   There were other people besides you that had not served on



          21       any of those committees; correct?  If you can recall.



          22  A.   I don't recall.  There may have been one or two, but I --



          23       mostly it was the people on the committees.



          24  Q.   Except for you and maybe one or two other people?  That's



          25       your testimony?







                                          12

�











           1  A.   Except for me for sure.  I don't remember about the others.



           2  Q.   Sure.  And when you testified about -- I'm going to show you



           3       the email.  The email is not really my main focus, but I'm



           4       going to show it to you to refresh your memory since it's



           5       been like a half a day.  I'm talking about CP-60.



           6  A.   Which email?



           7  Q.   CP-60 is for everybody else's benefit.  I just want to review



           8       the document.  CP-60 was under Tab N6.  That's 11.N6; right?



           9  A.   Yes.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I'm sorry?



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's okay.



          12                    MR. REIFENBERG:  11 which?



          13                    MS. DOUKOURE:  N, as in Nancy, 6.



          14  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          15  Q.   I'm sorry.  We're just waiting for everybody.



          16  A.   Oh.



          17  Q.   This is the email that you testified yesterday was the



          18       original email, just to be specific, was about an award you



          19       received; correct?



          20  A.   (Nodding.)



          21  Q.   And people who received this email surely would have known



          22       that you received an award; correct?



          23  A.   I'm sorry?  Could you -- I can't hear you.



          24  Q.   They would have certainly seen that you had received an



          25       email?  People that were part -- that were party to the
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           1       original email knew that you were receiving the award;



           2       correct?



           3  A.   They know that I received the award?  Is that the question?



           4  Q.   Yes.  The original email.  I'm talking about the email where



           5       it says --



           6  A.   I don't think this is the official announcement of the awards



           7       to the college.  I think people in the mathematics department



           8       knew because it was announced, but basically it stays



           9       confidential until it's announced officially.  No.  People



          10       don't know.



          11  Q.   It's not on here.  It's clearly not on here.  It's missing



          12       from this email.  But do you know who the original email was



          13       sent to?



          14  A.   It is the entire -- the entire faculty of the College of



          15       Natural Sciences.



          16  Q.   Is the email addressed to that listserv, NatSci.economics?



          17  A.   It's addressed NatSci -- yes.



          18  Q.   So the original email was sent to NatSci.economics at MSU?



          19  A.   That was the message -- Professor Akbulut replied to the



          20       message of Dean Duxbury.



          21  Q.   Okay.  So that's the original -- I'm sorry.  That's the



          22       original email.  So it went to that listserv; correct?



          23  A.   That is the list, the tenure.  Not tenure.  Because I had



          24       postdocs asking.  A friend of mine who's a postdoc in



          25       chemistry, she received this message.  I believe it is the
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           1       faculty list for that.



           2  Q.   For NatSci.economics?



           3  A.   Yes.



           4  Q.   And then so Professor Akbulut's email is sent to the same



           5       email address, NatSci.economics; correct?



           6  A.   It is sent to that, yes.



           7  Q.   And then it's sent to the NatSci dean; correct?



           8  A.   Yes.



           9  Q.   And then it's sent to Fordsara@msu.  Do you know who Sara



          10       Ford is?



          11  A.   I don't know who Sara Ford is.  I know Osowski, Valerie is a



          12       communications person.  She writes news of the college.



          13  Q.   Okay.  And you don't know who Sara Ford is, though; correct?



          14  A.   No.



          15  Q.   And this is not sent to students; correct?



          16  A.   I'm sorry?



          17  Q.   This email of Professor Akbulut was not sent to any students;



          18       right?



          19  A.   As far as I know.



          20  Q.   You testified that after this award letter went out you



          21       received several hundred hits on your web page?



          22  A.   Yes.



          23  Q.   But this email is sent to the same group of persons that the



          24       original email was sent to; correct?



          25  A.   Correct.
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           1  Q.   So anybody who saw that you were getting an award might be



           2       interested in seeing your work on their website; correct?



           3  A.   In principle, yes.  But when I received the second award, the



           4       university award, this did not happen.



           5  Q.   Right.  But the original award could have sent people to your



           6       web page; correct?



           7  A.   In principle, yes.



           8  Q.   And the email that went out by Professor Akbulut did not go



           9       to a larger body of audience of people including students you



          10       stated; correct?



          11  A.   I'm sorry?  What was that?



          12  Q.   Professor Akbulut's response email did not go to students;



          13       correct?  You testified to that.



          14  A.   This email, yes.  Yes.



          15  Q.   Right.  And this email did not go to anybody outside of MSU;



          16       correct?



          17  A.   Well, I don't have a way to know that.  Right?  It is not --



          18       it may very well be.  For instance, in our department faculty



          19       may leave but still maintain their email address for a few



          20       years.  I have no way to know that.  So a person may well be



          21       working at the University of Missouri say and had left MSU



          22       but still maintain an address.



          23  Q.   Okay.  But the -- this --



          24  A.   So I cannot answer this question.



          25  Q.   I understand that.  But Professor Akbulut certainly did not
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           1       address this email to people outside of MSU?



           2  A.   These are the addresses.  Dean Duxbury, NatSci academics,



           3       Ford, Sara, and Osowski, Valerie.  Yes.  Those are the



           4       addresses.



           5  Q.   And none of those are people -- he didn't address this email



           6       to anybody outside of MSU?  That's correct?



           7  A.   I'm sorry?



           8  Q.   This email is not addressed to anybody outside of --



           9  A.   This does not contain any addresses outside MSU, yes.  The



          10       ones I see here.



          11  Q.   So it's equally likely that people who received the original



          12       email and a second email could have been driven to your



          13       website to check out your research and the reason why you



          14       were receiving the award; correct?



          15  A.   I said in principle, yes.  It is not -- however, however,



          16       Dean Duxbury imposed a filter on this address after that, so



          17       no one is able to send email to this address unless they ask



          18       permission from the college.



          19  Q.   I think you testified to that yesterday; correct?



          20  A.   Yes.  And I also said when I received the second award, I did



          21       not see any of this activity on my web page.



          22  Q.   But you still can't tell the difference between whether it



          23       was the original announcement of the award or the other



          24       email?  You have no idea because they came out to the same



          25       people?
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           1  A.   Technically, no.  But knowing that several people came to me



           2       at the awards ceremony and told me that they read the letter,



           3       they were led to go to Professor Akbulut's page to look at



           4       the documents, I cannot say that people went on my web page



           5       to check my research on it.



           6  Q.   But you don't know; correct?



           7  A.   Mathematically speaking, no.  But it is a fact that several



           8       people talked to me about this.



           9  Q.   About the email; correct?



          10  A.   About the email.  We addressed the situation in the



          11       department, and I said that yesterday --



          12  Q.   Did those people tell you they went to your website to check



          13       you out afterwards?



          14  A.   Excuse me?



          15  Q.   Did those people say that his letter drove them to your



          16       website?



          17  A.   No, they did not.



          18                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I have nothing



          19       further.



          20                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Redirect?



          21                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Yes.



          22                         REDIRECT EXAMINATION



          23  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          24  Q.   Hi, Effie.  Can you just -- you have served on the Personnel



          25       Committee in the Department of Mathematics?
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           1  A.   Several times, yes.



           2  Q.   Which is the committee which does raises?



           3  A.   Yes.



           4  Q.   And can you tell us a little bit about the three main



           5       categories that --



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object.  Her direct



           7       testimony did not cover this.  It is not relevant.  I did not



           8       ask her on cross-examination.  I specifically said that there



           9       are no interest.  She testified on cross-examination that the



          10       email that Professor Akbulut was not relevant to the process



          11       in which raises are given.  Therefore, I'm going to object to



          12       this because form is inappropriate.  She didn't testify to it



          13       on direct and she did not testify to it on cross and it is



          14       inappropriate.



          15  A.   I said there's a very rigorous process.



          16                    MS. DOUKOURE:  You have to wait till the judges



          17       answer.



          18                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I sustain the objection.



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Thank you.



          20                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Then I've got no questions.



          21       Thank you.



          22                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Thank you.  You are done.



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  After this witness leaves I'd



          24       like to address something with the Court before we bring the



          25       next witness in, please.
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           1                    MR. REIFENBERG:  But we're not finished.



           2                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Oh, I'm sorry.



           3                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Any questions?  No questions.



           4       All right.  Now.



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Do we want to wait for Ms. Kelley



           6       to return?



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Yes.



           8                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I just would like to address



           9       something.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Would you like to take a break?



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'd like to address something



          12       that happened yesterday which I felt was very inappropriate,



          13       and I'd like to preface this by saying I did not come here to



          14       argue with people or to fight with people or to scream at



          15       people or to have people scream at me.  I came up here in a



          16       professional capacity to defend my client and to make a



          17       record.  There are certain things that need to be made on the



          18       record so that there's a clear record.  We have went through



          19       seven witnesses so far.  Four of those witnesses have



          20       outright refused to answer questions in a responsive manner.



          21       I have asked this panel to direct witnesses to answer



          22       questions that I have asked because they flat out refused to



          23       do so.  If I ask somebody like I asked Ms. Floyd yesterday a



          24       question about whether or not she and her committee reviewed



          25       certain documents and she says that's not our mandate, that
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           1       is not a responsive answer to that question.  I might be able



           2       to understand what she means.  Ms. Yermak might be able to



           3       understand what she means.  You guys might understand what



           4       she means, and the charging party might understand what she



           5       means at this time.  We are going through at least 12 other



           6       witnesses, five are our witnesses, and seven days of



           7       testimony, and the record will not reflect an actual answer



           8       to my question, so I have to repeatedly ask people to



           9       actually answer questions, and then this panel is shouting at



          10       me.  Ms. Kelley is screaming that I'm not being nice to the



          11       witnesses, and I have asked for them to answer a question.



          12       In addition to that, Ms. Floyd was allowed to scream at me



          13       yesterday on the record and that's not appropriate.  She



          14       demanded that I explain my questions to her, why she should



          15       answer them.  She told me -- she said flat out she wasn't



          16       going to answer them.  She did indicate it wasn't relevant in



          17       a very belligerent and violent manner.  And when I tried --



          18       and when this panel did not step in and I tried to remind her



          19       that she's not allowed to ask me questions and she doesn't



          20       get to decide what's relevant, I was reminded that that's not



          21       appropriate.  And all I was trying to do is get her to answer



          22       a question about something the document said.  I asked her a



          23       question does this document say such and such and her



          24       response was "I'M not answering that.  It's not relevant.



          25       You tell me why this is relevant.  Your client has had enough
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           1       process.  This is enough.  I don't understand why we're



           2       here."  And we can read the record back because she said all



           3       of that.  And I feel I'm up here to make a record and have



           4       some process, even if it's not a formal process, and I



           5       don't -- I've done cases that are like way more emotional



           6       than this case ever should be.  I've done abuse and neglect



           7       cases.  I have done child custody cases.  And I have never,



           8       never been screamed at like that.  Because somebody refuses



           9       and has stated that they're refusing to answer a question and



          10       not had the tribunal in charge direct the witness to not



          11       address people like that or to have to answer questions on



          12       the record.  That's not appropriate.  And it was very -- the



          13       lack of professionalism and the belligerence that was allowed



          14       in this room yesterday was humiliating to me personally.  And



          15       normally when a witness would act like that and not answer



          16       questions, and the judge can tell you this, you can object to



          17       their answer as being non-responsive.  You can ask for their



          18       testimony to be stricken and non-responsive testimony to be



          19       stricken and you can ask a witness to be redirected to answer



          20       questions, and I have tried all of those things, and instead



          21       the witness was allowed to belittle me, to call me



          22       ridiculous, and to scream at me.  And going forward I would



          23       like that not to happen again.  I'm here to ask -- none of



          24       these witnesses I'm assuming were subpoenaed to be here



          25       because I didn't see a single subpoena, so they volunteer --
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           1       it's not a pleasant experience for anybody, but everybody who



           2       has testified here has volunteered to testify or at least at



           3       a minimum agreed to testify, and they should be told that



           4       they have to answer questions honestly and truthfully and to



           5       the best of their ability from both sides whether they like



           6       it or whether they assume that it's relevant or not.  And the



           7       other thing I did not appreciate is when the witness was



           8       screaming at me, you have Professor Promislow laughing,



           9       nodding his head in agreement, and she -- the witness was



          10       looking at him for affirmation.  She kept repeatedly looking



          11       at him and he was nodding and he was smiling, and at that



          12       moment that's when my client is told he's not allowed to



          13       respond to something that he heard that he disagrees with.



          14       And we have Professor Promislow signaling the witness his



          15       agreement with what she says while she's in



          16       cross-examination, and I understand he's not a witness -- or



          17       that he's not an attorney and he probably wasn't doing it



          18       intentionally, but she was clearly looking back and forth at



          19       him for his approval while she was acting in such an



          20       egregious and belligerent manner.  And while this is not a



          21       formal proceeding, this is a process.  This is part of the



          22       required process.  And it has to be fair and equitable and



          23       people have to be professional and there has to be a record



          24       made.  People have to respond to questions.  I'm asking going



          25       forward that if I ask a question and somebody gives a
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           1       non-responsive answer and I have to re-ask the question three



           2       times I don't get belittled for asking that question again



           3       until I get an actual answer to my question, because



           4       yesterday three witnesses refused, said, well, I don't think



           5       that's relevant and here's why I don't think that's relevant



           6       and didn't give an actual answer.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  If you remember yesterday when



           8       we were talking about actions on the part of the people at



           9       the tables, I didn't single out the professor.  It's



          10       unacceptable to have anyone at the tables affect the



          11       testimony of the witnesses, and I agree with you in terms of



          12       that.  But that applies to everybody.  Now -- and if you



          13       remember, I ruled that.  Now, I agree that you've had



          14       difficulty with respect to non-responsive people.  If that's



          15       the case, then the proper approach to take is to challenge



          16       that and ask me, not have us step in.  But you're right.  I



          17       mean, if somebody's being non-responsive, they shouldn't be



          18       non-responsive.  And certainly you can ask us.  And if, in



          19       fact, it occurs again, then please complain about them being



          20       non-responsive.  We can't just step in straightaway.  Now --



          21                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I understand that.



          22                    MR. REIFENBERG:  In the same situation, if, in



          23       fact, there's difficulty with, in fact, how she's



          24       cross-examining people, it should also be your job to step in



          25       and talk about that instead of getting into a battle here.
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           1       But I agree with you.  Non-responsive actions on the part of



           2       the witness is not acceptable and, in fact, that should be



           3       dealt with, but the proper way to deal with it is to ask me



           4       to order them.  I can't step in without you asking me.



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Right.  But I believe that I've



           6       done that.  I believe that I've looked several times to the



           7       panel and said can you instruct the witness to answer the



           8       question.  I do believe I've done that and if you look



           9       through the record, I think that it will show that.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  And if you look at the record,



          11       too, you'll remember that when you did ask me I asked her to



          12       respond.  But obviously you felt that it hasn't occurred



          13       enough times.  And non-responsive actions on the part of the



          14       witness, you're absolutely right.  So from now on, please, if



          15       that's happening, stop and ask me to work it out.  What tends



          16       to happen is that -- and the unfortunate thing and what we



          17       got into was I think it's because of the non-responsive



          18       aspect then you start questioning rapid fire and so the



          19       best --



          20                    MS. DOUKOURE:  After repeating the same question



          21       that she refused to answer.



          22                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I know.  The best thing to do



          23       there is just say please, they're being non-responsive and



          24       order them to answer and we'll try to deal with that.



          25                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Sure.  And I also do not want the
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           1       witnesses to demand that I explain to them why any of this is



           2       relevant, why my questions are relevant.  That was so



           3       inappropriate yesterday.



           4                    MR. REIFENBERG:  The same response.  If, in



           5       fact, they're doing that and you have -- and you have



           6       difficulty with that, then ask me to order that.  We really



           7       shouldn't -- we shouldn't be stepping in.  Unless you order



           8       us.  Now, as I was saying before, I mean, part of this --



           9       some of our difficulty has to do with, too, you have the



          10       ability if, in fact, she's asking questions that you don't



          11       agree with the ability to step in too.  Maybe that would make



          12       things a little bit easier in that sense if you think that



          13       she's going too far.



          14                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I just was trying to avoid



          15       stepping over the questions.  There wasn't much room for me



          16       to speak.  I just felt it was on top of.  But it's my



          17       responsibility to stop the process if it's going on.



          18                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Hopefully we can make it less



          19       conflict really in that sense.



          20                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That would be great.



          21                    DR. PROMISLOW:  That would be appreciated all



          22       the way.



          23                    MR. REIFENBERG:  And, you know, this -- although



          24       at first this might seem to be not as bad as a child custody



          25       thing, obviously there are -- people's feelings have been
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           1       badly hurt in this situation.



           2                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Sure.



           3                    MR. REIFENBERG:  And so it's probably as bad as



           4       two parents fighting over who gets the custody of the child



           5       or the dog or something like that.  All right.  Thank you.



           6       So we are --



           7                    DR. SMITH:  We're all good.



           8                    MR. REIFENBERG:  So is there another witness?



           9                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Yes.



          10                           RAJESH KULKARNI



          11                    (At 10:12 a.m., called by Dr. Promislow and



          12                    sworn by the reporter, testified as follows)



          13                          DIRECT EXAMINATION



          14  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          15  Q.   Thank you.  Can you please state your full name?



          16  A.   Rajesh Kulkarni.



          17  Q.   Can you give us your background as it relates to this process



          18       and administrative issue?



          19  A.   I have been a professor at MSU since 2013.  I came here to



          20       MSU in 2002, so I've been with the department for 17 years.



          21  Q.   If you can speak into the microphone.  The sound is -- the



          22       quality here is very --



          23  A.   So I was -- I became a full professor in June of 2013.  I've



          24       been in the university since 17 years.  And I was on the



          25       Advisory Committee for the past two years starting with 2017
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           1       and ending in 2019.  May of 2019.



           2  Q.   You were an elected member of the Advisory Committee?



           3  A.   Yes.  I was an elected member of the Advisory Committee.



           4  Q.   I'm going to hand you --



           5  A.   Actually I was also -- it may pertain to this, but I was also



           6       a member of the Personnel Committee I think 2015 to 2017.  I



           7       was also an elected member of the committee.



           8  Q.   I'm going to hand you the exhibit from binder Tab 11.23,



           9       which has already been admitted as CP-31 I believe.



          10                    (Discussion off the record at 10:16 a.m.)



          11                    (Back on the record at 10:16 a.m.)



          12  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          13  Q.   So, Rajesh, do you recognize this document?



          14  A.   Yes, I do.



          15  Q.   Can you describe it for us and place it in context?



          16  A.   So this was during the time when I was on the Advisory



          17       Committee.  There was repeated emails from Selman that people



          18       were starting -- people were already quite bothered by it,



          19       and at some point the Advisory Committee got a few



          20       complaints, maybe several complaints from various people in



          21       the department, and the Advisory Committee was considering



          22       what should be done about it.  One of the options that we



          23       were considering was some sort of serious discipline.  And at



          24       this point there were so many emails that some of the



          25       Advisory Committee members were actually afraid of getting in
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           1       the situation.  So we requested a meeting with the university



           2       counsel.  I don't remember her name.  Kristen Zako (ph)



           3       maybe.  Kristen Zako (ph), Terry Curry, the Advisory



           4       Committee, and Keith.  We had a meeting, I think this was



           5       probably following this email, about serious discipline, but



           6       shortly before this email there was a meeting between the



           7       university legal counsel and the Advisory Committee, and so



           8       this email came about that time, and it's basically only



           9       added to the threat that everybody felt about how should we



          10       proceed about it, and the suggestion in the email that if you



          11       sign anything that Selman perceives as faulty might result in



          12       us going to jail is not something that sat well with the



          13       Advisory Committee or for that matter anyone who agreed with



          14       the document of this nature.  We in the end decided for two



          15       reasons.  One, because we were afraid and, second, because we



          16       thought that it best to have it outside the department to



          17       avoid any appearance of conflict of interest, that outside



          18       committee should look into it and which is what happened in



          19       the end.



          20  Q.   So, in your mind, was the primary reason to go -- to request



          21       the outside committee to avoid the appearance of conflict of



          22       interest or because of a sense of apprehension about perhaps



          23       being targeted?



          24                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to that



          25       question because he said afraid.  He did not qualify it.
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           1       Therefore, Professor Promislow is now qualifying and adding



           2       onto testimony received by this witness inappropriately.



           3  A.   Well, I did say that we were afraid --



           4                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Hold on.



           5                    MR. REIFENBERG:  You really are leading the



           6       witness.  Can you just --



           7                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Rephrase, yes.



           8                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Focus on asking direct



           9       questions instead of testifying for him.



          10                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Sure.



          11  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          12  Q.   So you could you summarize for us the points that -- the goal



          13       of the AdCom in requesting the --



          14                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I object.  Asked and answered.



          15                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I don't think that's been



          16       answered.



          17                    MS. DOUKOURE:  He asked what the goals were.



          18       Professor Kulkarni stated that it was, number one, because



          19       they were afraid.  That was the only word used.  Number two,



          20       because it was best to avoid the appearance of a conflict of



          21       interest.



          22                    MR. REIFENBERG:  You may ask the question.  It



          23       hasn't been asked and answered.



          24                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Okay.  Could I rephrase it?



          25  BY DR. PROMISLOW:







                                          30

�











           1  Q.   During this time were you personally afraid and what were you



           2       afraid of?  Could you specify what the fear was?



           3  A.   So let me clarify.  The two points are not unrelated.  That



           4       the two points that I made, namely the first that the



           5       Advisory Committee must feel afraid.  I might even go ahead



           6       and say that we felt somewhat threatened.  And second one was



           7       that we wanted to avoid an appearance of conflict of



           8       interest.  They're not unrelated because the department



           9       already had gone through this process -- not this process,



          10       but having an internal committee look into this situation



          11       once before, and we were getting emails a year and a half



          12       after this event, that it clearly meant that -- clearly



          13       indicating that in view of Selman the committee had not been



          14       fair to him, implying a -- implying that there was some sort



          15       of corruption behind all of this.  So we wanted to avoid this



          16       possibility.  Some members felt threatened because they don't



          17       want to be in this situation where two years down the line



          18       they're still getting emails about this.  And so this is what



          19       I mean by also appearance of conflict of interest.  It's



          20       not -- it was to avoid any confrontation at all costs because



          21       we just -- we couldn't deal with it.  I mean, we were --



          22       basically we felt we should not get involved in it at that



          23       point.



          24  Q.   I'm going to hand you a new document.  It's the content of



          25       binder Tab 11F, F as in fawn I guess.  It's not been admitted
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           1       previously.



           2                    (Discussion off the record at 10:22 a.m.)



           3                    (Back on the record at 10:23 a.m.)



           4  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           5  Q.   Rajesh, can you summarize this for us?  I'm sorry.  Can you



           6       describe this document for us?



           7  A.   This is a letter that I wrote as an impact letter of the



           8       University Committee on Faculty Affairs when a serious



           9       discipline was being considered, which eventually I think --



          10       well, that's not what I would say.  But this was a document



          11       which was basically an impact for this committee to say how



          12       these events have impacted various members of the faculty,



          13       especially those of us who were on various committees during



          14       this process.



          15                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Off the record.



          16                    (Discussion off the record at 10:24 a.m.)



          17                    (Back on the record at 10:24 a.m.)



          18  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          19  Q.   Can you summarize for us what you think the main points



          20       you're trying to make?



          21  A.   I would say that I'm not -- I was not happy to write this



          22       letter.  It really tore me apart to write this letter.  It



          23       was unpleasant to write it.  I debated for a long time what I



          24       wanted to put in it.  I think it mostly says in my view what



          25       I had been observing with communications between Selman and
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           1       other faculty members of the department and including a small



           2       part that I played in it, and I just -- I just listed what I



           3       thought were consequences of all of this communication.  It



           4       affected me personally very, very much.  I -- I lost sleep



           5       over it.  Selman has mocked me about it, but it is true that



           6       I've lost a lot of sleep over it.  I've lost a lot of time



           7       over it.  And people have been unwilling to serve on



           8       committees.  His suggestion has been that the ten people who



           9       are on the committees are the same ten people, but I will



          10       have him know, have everyone know that I've always, except



          11       for the hiring committee, which is not an elected committee,



          12       I've never been appointed to a committee.  I've always gone



          13       on committees by winning elections.  So far I've not lost a



          14       single election in the department and I'm proud to say that.



          15       And so to suggest that there is some kind of -- something



          16       nefarious going on all the time, this is what I addressed in



          17       the second paragraph to say that people are unwilling because



          18       they're afraid, and that's really what the document says.  In



          19       fact, I really wish none of this would ever have happened,



          20       but here we are.



          21  Q.   Do you recall Selman's response when he ultimately received



          22       your statement of impact?



          23  A.   Say that again.



          24  Q.   Do you recall Selman's response when he ultimately received



          25       your statement of impact?
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           1  A.   So I was -- I think this was in fall of 2018.  The department



           2       had certain amount of funds that are at the discretion of the



           3       chair.  There are various research groups in the department



           4       and they want a certain amount of money so you can invite



           5       some people for seminars and visits.  The money is not a



           6       problem, but somebody has to manage that money.  Each group



           7       has a representative that is given the responsibility of



           8       handling that money.  But the academic year in 2018, 2019 I



           9       was that member because Keith asked me to be in charge of it.



          10       I mean, there are four or five of us or six of us.  Usually



          11       the responsibility is given to most senior members of the



          12       department or at least you have to be tenured presumably just



          13       because you don't want to burden other people with more



          14       things to do than necessary.  So it was my turn last year.



          15       It is not a big deal.  It is not the first time I've done it.



          16       Nobody has ever complained about anything.  Selman sent an



          17       email asking me to either step down or not -- accusing Keith



          18       or -- essentially asking me to not have this duty.  And the



          19       reason was because he said that this letter that I wrote was



          20       prejudicial hate mail.  To which one of my other colleagues,



          21       George Pappas, he responded saying that he doesn't see



          22       anything either prejudicial or hate mail about it and so --



          23       so, I mean, that was Selman's reaction.  But that's the



          24       reaction that I know.



          25  Q.   Thank you.  I'd like to just hand you a document that's --
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Are you going to admit this



           2       document?



           3                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I'm going to



           4       move to admit.  Thank you.  I'm going to move to admit the



           5       document you currently have in your hand, which is --



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  61.



           7                    DR. PROMISLOW:  -- going to be I think CP-61.



           8                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I have no objections.



           9                    MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION:



          10                    CHARGING PARTY EXHIBIT 61



          11                    10:29 a.m.



          12  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          13  Q.   Now, I would like to hand you the contents of binder



          14       Tab 11.S11.



          15                    DR. SMITH:  S as in Sam?



          16                    DR. PROMISLOW:  11 Sam 11.  Yes.



          17  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          18  Q.   Rajesh, can you identify this document?



          19  A.   Yes.  This is the email that I referred to earlier that was



          20       sent by Selman to Keith asking to replace Matt Hedden and I



          21       from the responsibility of the university's small seminar



          22       fund that we were given for seminars.



          23  Q.   And there are links on it?  Can you describe the links?



          24  A.   Oh, there are links on it, and the second link is in



          25       reference to the letter that I just talked about, the impact
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           1       letter that I just talked about.  And the first letter is



           2       Matt's letter I assume.  And the last link is -- I don't know



           3       what that is.  In this email Selman says that because I wrote



           4       this incriminating hate letter, how -- how can I be expected



           5       to support his visitors.  As a matter of fact, he has never



           6       asked me -- asked any monies from me when I had this



           7       responsibility in the past or within the last year, so there



           8       is no basis for saying such a thing.  In fact, I would not do



           9       such a thing.  I mean, in reality actually there are other



          10       reasons why -- I mean, I'm -- my area is very different from



          11       Selman's, so it's also strange to suggest it, that we have



          12       some common area and we -- that I might object to giving him



          13       money.



          14  Q.   Would it be logical for Professor Akbulut to request a



          15       visitor funded from the algebra common torts fund?



          16  A.   No.  It's not really logical I would say.  I mean, this is --



          17       if even -- if anything happened, then usually he would



          18       request Matt Hedden and then Matt Hedden would come and talk



          19       to me and say, well, if you -- here is a visitor that lies



          20       between our two areas so could we split the money.  That's



          21       really how it would happen.  I mean, usually it would be



          22       expected for Selman to ask Matt Hedden for the money.



          23  Q.   What's your response to -- what was your response to having



          24       your statement of impact characterized as a hate letter?



          25  A.   First of all, in the -- in the current climate I was very
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           1       concerned because I don't know what it means, hate letter, so



           2       I actually checked the definition of what hate letter means.



           3       It's -- one of the definitions that I saw, it is a very angry



           4       letter.  When I read that letter, and I've read that letter



           5       at least 50 times by now, I don't see anything angry about



           6       it.  In fact, I was not angry.  I was hurt.  But I was



           7       definitely not angry.  I was upset and somewhat unhappy that



           8       I had to write a letter in the first place, but I was



           9       definitely not very angry.  I don't have any hate for Selman



          10       and I don't have hate for anything.  I mean, this is not --



          11       it was not meant as a letter that will -- that should or



          12       could be used against him in a hateful manner.  This was not



          13       about the letter.  If you read the letter, there is just



          14       no -- I don't see any way of concluding that it's a hate



          15       letter, and it's -- it was not a letter written in a court of



          16       law.  It was a letter written for my colleagues.  It was not



          17       meant to go on Twitter.  It was not meant to go to the entire



          18       university, to the maybe lieutenant governor.  Who knows.



          19       President of the American Math Society and whatever.  I don't



          20       know.  But there's just no end to it.  I mean, this letter



          21       was written for a few colleagues to say what is happening in



          22       the department.  In fact, I don't suggest anything in it



          23       anywhere what I hope are the consequences of writing the



          24       letter.  I'm just writing out what I think is happening and



          25       how it is hurting the department and him.  I just don't -- I







                                          37

�











           1       just don't understand this.  I mean, this is -- there are --



           2       there are multiple times when I've had pressure with this



           3       whole situation.  My goal is very minimal.  I mean, I don't



           4       claim to be an important person in the department or in this



           5       matter.  However, I will say that every time I've had



           6       pressure, this comes back and this comes back in a very



           7       negative way.  I was on the Personnel Committee.  This came



           8       back again that there is something nefarious in his



           9       evaluation.  No.  In fact, when I was on the Personnel



          10       Committee, the Personnel Committee considers three separate



          11       characteristics, research, teaching, and service, and each



          12       individual has a certain weight attached to it.  Most people



          13       have 40 percent research, 40 percent teaching, and 20 percent



          14       service duty associated with them.  And this is -- the



          15       committee looks at each aspect separately and makes an



          16       opinion and we write our opinion and send it to Keith.



          17       Unless there is a considerable majority opinion on anything,



          18       it doesn't go in the document.  And, in fact, every time I --



          19       so for the two years that I was there, both years we spent



          20       more time on Selman's case than anyone else.  Not because we



          21       wanted to write something negative, but because we wanted to



          22       make sure that there is no way of even appearance of conflict



          23       of interest or there is nothing prejudicial that we write



          24       about it.  And so I don't see it.  And then we get these



          25       emails saying that, oh, he's got his -- suggesting that I got
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           1       the salary raise which is in the top ten percent for top ten



           2       people within the department because I must be on this



           3       committee and because I'm a part of this.  The fact of the



           4       matter is that research productivity only counts for



           5       40 percent of your salary raise.  The remaining is 40 percent



           6       teaching and 20 percent service.  I mean, I just don't



           7       understand how all of this is lost in this process.  The same



           8       thing when I was on the Advisory Committee.  When I was on



           9       the Advisory Committee we are spending enormous amount of



          10       time trying to be fair.  And so there you go.



          11  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          12  Q.   You kind of wandered off the question.



          13                    DR. PROMISLOW:  So I'd like to move to admit



          14       this document.



          15                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I have no objection.



          16                    DR. PROMISLOW:  This is CP-62.



          17                    MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION:



          18                    CHARTING PARTY EXHIBIT 62



          19                    10:37 a.m.



          20  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          21  Q.   Could you just give us a brief summary of --



          22  A.   You didn't give me the document.



          23  Q.   I'm sorry?



          24  A.   You didn't give me the document.



          25  Q.   No.  I don't have a document for you.
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           1  A.   Oh, sorry.  Okay.



           2  Q.   Could you just give us a brief summary of why you decided to



           3       testify?



           4                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to relevance.



           5       Why did he decide to testify is not relevant.  We're here to



           6       discuss facts of the case.



           7                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Do you have a response?



           8                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I believe it



           9       suggests a motivation for the impact of what he's been



          10       exposed to.  Gives his side of it.



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I mean, he can ask about the



          12       impact and he has asked and this witness talked at length



          13       about impact, but motivation for testifying is not relevant



          14       in this matter.



          15                    MR. REIFENBERG:  You're right.  That's true.



          16       Why are you asking the question about his motivation about



          17       testifying?



          18                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'm just asking him to



          19       characterize the cost and balance between the difficulty in



          20       testifying and he -- the sense of trying to push towards a



          21       solution.  I'm trying to extract his inner thought process.



          22                    MS. DOUKOURE:  He's already testified to that.



          23       And that's not relevant.



          24                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Okay.  Can I rephrase the



          25       question?  I'd like to rephrase the question.
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           1                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Please rephrase the question.



           2                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Okay.  Thank you.



           3  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           4  Q.   Do you feel that it's appropriate to move towards dismissal



           5       for cause in this case?



           6  A.   So here is your answer.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you speak more loudly?



           8  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           9  Q.   Do you feel it's appropriate to move towards dismissal for



          10       cause in this case?



          11  A.   As an absolute last recourse, I don't see any other option



          12       because we have exhausted every other option.  Every time we



          13       have tried to come up with a solution, Selman has rebuffed



          14       it.  I mean, the existence in the department is sometimes



          15       unbearable these days because like these emails that we



          16       continuously get are -- maybe this is false, but it certainly



          17       makes me feel that they're impugning my reputation as well as



          18       well as the reputation of my very distinguished colleagues.



          19       Asking -- for example, asking me to recuse was really a minor



          20       thing in the whole scheme of things, but the same thing has



          21       happened to other people.  George Pappas, who is a very, very



          22       distinguished colleague, he was asked to recuse himself from



          23       the Personnel Committee.  Jeff Schenker was asked to recuse



          24       himself from being the graduate director.  At this point if



          25       you take all the people who are willing to do these very







                                          41

�











           1       time-consuming jobs that are actually -- actually take away



           2       from the thing that we love, which is to do some research,



           3       then the department will not function.  At this point people



           4       who are willing to put their time into running the



           5       department, they're obstructed in doing so because we've



           6       spent so much time and energy in dealing with Selman's



           7       complaints and Selman's what are in my view accusations



           8       than -- for instance, what I consider are slanderous comments



           9       are really --



          10                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object.  He is so



          11       far down the lane against what was questioned.  He is at this



          12       point non-responsive.



          13                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I think he's well beyond.



          14  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          15  Q.   Yeah.  Can you come to the conclusion, please?



          16  A.   Well, so my point is that when -- as a member of the Advisory



          17       Committee, we tried every possible recourse in my view and



          18       this is the last possible avenue left.  I'm not happy about



          19       it, but I don't see what else we can do.



          20                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Thank you.  I have no further



          21       questions.



          22                          CROSS-EXAMINATION



          23  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          24  Q.   Good morning, Mr. Kulkarni.



          25  A.   Good morning.
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           1  Q.   Is that how you say your name?



           2  A.   Kulkarni.



           3  Q.   Kulkarni.  My name is Amy Doukoure.  I am an attorney.  I'm



           4       representing Professor Akbulut in this matter.  Do you mind



           5       if I question you from a sitting position?



           6  A.   It's up to you.



           7  Q.   Thank you.  I'd like to start actually with the end of your



           8       testimony and move backwards if that's okay.  You testified



           9       that several very distinguished colleagues, and I think you



          10       named by name, yourself, Jeff Schenker, and Professor



          11       Pappas --



          12  A.   I was careful not to call myself distinguished because I'm



          13       not.



          14  Q.   Fair enough.  All three of you, distinguished or not, were



          15       asked to step down from the committees; correct?



          16  A.   Yes.



          17  Q.   And you said that at least at a minimum Jeff Schenker and



          18       Pappas are distinguished colleagues; correct?



          19  A.   Among others.  I mean, I just picked those two examples, but



          20       there are others who are distinguished who were also asked to



          21       step down.



          22  Q.   But you called them distinguished colleagues; correct?



          23  A.   Yes.



          24  Q.   And Selman is also a distinguished colleague; correct?



          25  A.   I have no doubt.
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           1  Q.   I'm sorry.  I didn't catch that.



           2  A.   Yes.  I said yes.



           3  Q.   And he's distinguished in the area of mathematical topology;



           4       correct?



           5  A.   Yes.  Just topology.  Yes.



           6  Q.   Just topology.  And isn't he also distinguished in algebraic



           7       geometry?



           8  A.   Not in the sense that algebraic geometry is used in general.



           9  Q.   But he has distinguished research on the concepts of



          10       algebraic geometry; correct?



          11  A.   No.  It is -- he is -- he did some work in a subject called



          12       real algebraic geometry, which is a very different subject



          13       from what is traditionally understood to be algebraic



          14       geometry.



          15  Q.   So he is distinguished in your saying of the area what would



          16       be considered real algebraic geometry?



          17  A.   Yes.



          18  Q.   Which is a subset of algebraic geometry?



          19  A.   No.



          20  Q.   It's completely different?



          21  A.   Yes.



          22  Q.   It's closely related to algebraic geometry?



          23  A.   No.  It's not closely related.  It is related but not closely



          24       related.



          25  Q.   And you stated that people who are willing or put time and
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           1       effort into running the department outside of things such as



           2       research, like Jeff Schenker and George Pappas, who were



           3       asked to step down from committees, that the department



           4       couldn't run if there was nobody left; correct?



           5  A.   Well, not only because of the two, but, like I said, those



           6       are two examples I chose.  If people who are within Selman's



           7       orbit of what I might construe as anger, then that would be a



           8       larger number.



           9  Q.   During the time that distinguished colleagues were serving on



          10       committees, did Selman serve on any committees?



          11  A.   Yes.



          12  Q.   Which one?



          13  A.   Advisory Committee.



          14  Q.   Pardon?



          15  A.   Advisory Committee.



          16  Q.   Advisory Committee.  Do you remember which years?



          17  A.   2015, 2016.



          18  Q.   Was he ever appointed or recommended for another committee



          19       after that?



          20  A.   That's not under my purview.  He has never run for election.



          21       In the 17 years not once has he run for election.  That's up



          22       to him.  He could have filed election and people who ran make



          23       a choice.  But he has chosen not to run for the election.



          24  Q.   Before you run for election isn't it true that you actually



          25       get nominated to run?
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           1  A.   You can self-nominate yourself.



           2  Q.   You can self-nominate?



           3  A.   Yes.  I have self-nominated myself at least once I think.



           4  Q.   So it's maybe not that he hasn't chosen to run but maybe he



           5       chose not to self-nominate?



           6  A.   I don't see the difference.  That's -- that's spreading



           7       rumors.  I don't see the difference.  When you self-nominate,



           8       you run for the election.



           9  Q.   Right.  But there's a nomination process.  It's generally



          10       understood that somebody says, hey, I think you'd be good at



          11       this and I think this person should hold that position;



          12       correct?



          13  A.   By and large.  But I wouldn't say necessarily.  Because --



          14  Q.   But by and large --



          15  A.   Because people do -- I mean, I think the self-nomination



          16       happens at a fairly reasonably high rate.  I don't know.



          17       This is actually up to Keith because all the nominations are



          18       sent to him.



          19  Q.   So all the nominations go through Keith?



          20  A.   Well, I mean, somebody -- somebody -- actually it's not



          21       Keith.  Sorry.  It used to be someone named Jerry Gardner,



          22       who just passed away, and since he's passed away I don't know



          23       who we send the nominations to.  But there is a gatekeeper



          24       and you send either self-nomination or nomination for other



          25       people to that person and then that person usually contacts
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           1       the relevant faculty member, unless it's a self-nomination,



           2       to ask whether they're willing to run for the election and



           3       then there is an election.



           4  Q.   Sure.  But the nomination -- the term "nomination" indicates



           5       that somebody is presenting you -- or not you but I'll use



           6       the term colloquially here, you or somebody else as saying,



           7       hey, I think that this person would be a good fit for this



           8       position; correct?  I mean, that's what nomination means.



           9  A.   Possibly.  I mean, it's -- I guess what I'm trying to get is



          10       it's not like we have -- we have six or seven, I can't



          11       remember members, on the Advisory Committee, for example.



          12       Each year we elect two members.  Right?  So you usually want



          13       full professors to serve on the committee or maybe if there



          14       is an associate professor who's doing very well, then you



          15       nominate him or you consider nominating him.  So if there --



          16       for example, if they're never in the department, that would



          17       not be a good person to serve on the Advisory Committee



          18       because they're never in the department.  They don't know



          19       what's really happening.  So these kind of considerations



          20       come into play.



          21  Q.   Those would be considerations say if you wanted to elect



          22       somebody, you would look at their record whether they'd be



          23       the right person; correct?



          24  A.   I didn't -- I can't understand.  What did you say?



          25  Q.   I said what you're talking about now is the election process,
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           1       isn't it?  If somebody self-nominates and they don't -- and



           2       you don't think that they're in the department enough,



           3       clearly you're not going to vote for them.  That's not what



           4       I'm talking about.  I'm talking specifically about nominating



           5       people.



           6  A.   Yeah.  I'm talking about nomination too.



           7  Q.   You can nominate somebody and you can nominate yourself, but



           8       the word "nomination" means that somebody thinks that



           9       somebody else or themselves is a good fit for a position;



          10       correct?



          11  A.   Yes.  So different from what you said now and the first time



          12       is that you can also consider yourself to be fair.



          13  Q.   Right.  But the nomination process -- like not everybody gets



          14       a nomination or like going to elect a president soon and each



          15       party has to nominate and while there is a self-nomination



          16       process, somebody has to accept that nomination; correct?



          17  A.   No.  Actually I think the -- once somebody is nominated, that



          18       person automatically runs whether they're willing to run for



          19       the election.  There is no vetting after that point.



          20  Q.   So anybody who nominates, that person can run as long as



          21       they're willing?



          22  A.   Yes.



          23  Q.   Sure.  But isn't it also true that if Selman didn't



          24       self-nominate, some people might not be comfortable



          25       self-nominating them for positions?
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           1  A.   No.  When you vote, you don't know whether the person was



           2       self-nominated or someone else nominated them.



           3  Q.   Right.  But that doesn't negate the fact that somebody might



           4       not feel comfortable self-nominating themselves.  They might



           5       want their peers to nominate them; isn't that true?



           6  A.   I don't think so.



           7  Q.   You don't think so?



           8  A.   No.



           9  Q.   Okay.



          10  A.   I mean, because just because -- just because it's not -- I



          11       think -- I mean, in a sense we are just trying to get people



          12       to serve on committees.  It's not really -- it's not like --



          13       there is no prestige associated with it.  Maybe you can say,



          14       okay, you know more about the inner workings on the



          15       department if you're on the Advisory Committee for a period



          16       of two years.  But it's not -- I mean, in fact, it's a lot of



          17       work.  It's a lot of extra time that you spend on these



          18       committees.



          19  Q.   Sure.



          20  A.   So I wouldn't agree that --



          21  Q.   That's not what I'm asking.  I'm not asking --



          22  A.   No.  I'm getting to it.  I'm answering your question.  So



          23       what you are saying is that there has to be a certain -- like



          24       you are thinking that nomination is a level of respect.



          25  Q.   I mean, I don't want you to guess what I'm thinking.  I
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           1       don't.  In fact, I don't want you at all to assume what I'm



           2       thinking or assume what I'm asking you.



           3  A.   I have to interpret your question in one way or the other,



           4       so . . .



           5  Q.   My question is very straightforward, is whether or not people



           6       might not feel comfortable self-nominating themselves.



           7  A.   They will -- they'll feel comfortable self-nominating.



           8  Q.   Everybody in the world will feel comfortable --



           9  A.   I will not agree with that.  I can't speak for everybody.



          10       But there are people who have self-nominated themselves and



          11       have gone to win elections.



          12  Q.   Are there other people who have not self-nominated?



          13  A.   Yes.



          14  Q.   And isn't it possible that those people have not



          15       self-nominated because they don't feel comfortable



          16       self-nominating?



          17  A.   It's possible I suppose.



          18  Q.   That's all I'm asking you.



          19  A.   Okay.



          20  Q.   And isn't it true that some people who serve on that



          21       committee are also appointed?



          22  A.   Each committee has a different structure, so there are -- I



          23       think probably on all committees there is somebody who's



          24       pointed.



          25  Q.   So just about if not all committees have somebody who's
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           1       appointed to that committee; correct?



           2  A.   I think so.  I don't know for sure, though.



           3  Q.   Who appoints those individuals?



           4  A.   I think Keith.



           5  Q.   You think Keith.  And on the Advisory Committee how many



           6       positions are there?



           7  A.   Seven I think.  Or six.  Maybe six.  Six or seven.  I'm not



           8       sure.



           9  Q.   Six or seven.



          10  A.   Yeah.



          11  Q.   If you know, how many of those six or seven people are



          12       elected?



          13  A.   I think four.  Because each year we elect two I think.  It's



          14       a two-year committee, so there are four people that are



          15       elected.



          16  Q.   So you will elect two this year and then two different ones



          17       will be next year and there will be another election next



          18       year?  Is that the system?



          19  A.   Yes.



          20  Q.   And then two are appointed by the chair?



          21  A.   No.  If you're appointed by the chair, then I think you are



          22       not there for two years.  You are there for one year I think.



          23  Q.   But there are two each year -- the committee runs from year



          24       to year; correct?



          25  A.   I can't -- say that again.
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           1  Q.   Like it runs -- like it has its own cycle, like its own



           2       yearly cycle; right?  So is it for the 2019-2020 school --



           3  A.   Academic year.



           4  Q.   Okay.  So it runs from academic year; right?



           5  A.   Almost.  But there are issues that come up in the summer



           6       sometimes.  So usually it's really for one year but the



           7       in-person meetings are during the academic year.



           8  Q.   Okay.  And then so somebody who has served for an academic



           9       year technically?



          10  A.   Yes.



          11  Q.   Okay.  And there's six, maybe seven, but at least six people



          12       who serve on the committee for an academic year?



          13  A.   Yes.



          14  Q.   So if there are six people, that means two people, whether



          15       they're appointed every year or every two years, you said



          16       probably every year there are two people on that -- on the



          17       committee each year out of six that are appointed by the



          18       chair?



          19  A.   I would say so, yeah.



          20  Q.   Okay.



          21  A.   I mean, these numbers are -- I'm not hundred percent sure,



          22       but they're within the ballpark.  I mean, they're not --



          23  Q.   I mean, six or seven basically is the same anyways.



          24  A.   Yeah.



          25  Q.   So it could be either two or three people appointed by the
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           1       chair, which is --



           2  A.   Yeah.



           3  Q.   -- not a large discrepancy.  We can agree; correct?



           4  A.   (Nodding.)



           5  Q.   I'm going to hand you what's labeled as CP-31.  The numbers



           6       don't mean anything to you I promise.  They're just for us.



           7  A.   Yeah.



           8  Q.   And I believe that is 11.23.  Professor Kulkarni, do you



           9       recall testifying about this email a few minutes ago?



          10  A.   Regarding Kulkarni?



          11  Q.   Do you recall testifying about this?



          12  A.   Yes.



          13  Q.   And in this email, this is the email where you said that



          14       people will go to jail if they put signed information that



          15       Selman perceives as faulty?  That was your testimony;



          16       correct?



          17  A.   Yes.



          18  Q.   Can you show me on here where it says that Selman is going to



          19       judge what's faulty and what's not faulty?



          20  A.   Well, the first sentence says, "My suggestion to AdCom



          21       members is not to sign any documents along the way of



          22       penalizing your colleagues."  That doesn't say that there is



          23       directly or indirectly, so, I mean --



          24  Q.   Does that say do not sign any documents penalizing because



          25       Selman Akbulut?  Is that statement -- is that what that says?
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           1  A.   No, it doesn't, but it does --



           2  Q.   Okay.  And then the next sentence says that he -- "I think,"



           3       the I is Selman Akbulut, "think Promislow put 5 previous



           4       members in trouble by making them sign faulty document about



           5       federal funds."



           6  A.   Yeah.



           7  Q.   And that they can go to jail for that.



           8  A.   Yes.



           9  Q.   Does it say that he's going to judge what's faulty or do you



          10       think that people will just go to jail because Selman tells



          11       people they have to go to jail?



          12  A.   No.  Selman is saying that they can go to jail because they



          13       signed faulty documents.



          14  Q.   Because if they signed a faulty document.  But does it say



          15       Selman will decide what's faulty and then you go to jail?



          16  A.   Yes.



          17  Q.   That's what this says?



          18  A.   That's what it says.



          19  Q.   It says -- show me.  I'd like you to point that out where it



          20       says Selman is going to decide what's faulty and you're going



          21       to go to jail.



          22  A.   He's saying that I think Promislow put five members in



          23       trouble by making them sign faulty documents about federal



          24       funds which they know is not correct.  There are multiple



          25       statements here that I think are false or at least he has no
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           1       way of knowing that they are false.  Right?  He is saying



           2       that they know he's not --



           3  Q.   I would like you just --



           4  A.   I'm getting to it.  I'm getting to it.



           5  Q.   No.  Let me --



           6                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Please don't talk over each



           7       other.



           8                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I don't think that that's a



           9       proper objection and I don't think that's appropriate from



          10       that side of the table.



          11                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  I didn't hear it.  Did you



          12       hear?



          13                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I didn't.



          14                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'm trying to instruct the



          15       witness not to speak over.



          16                    MS. DOUKOURE:  And I don't think that Professor



          17       Promislow has the right to instruct THE witness from the



          18       charging party's table.  That's wholly inappropriate.



          19                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  He should ask you.



          20                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Yes.  Please, if you have



          21       difficulty with what's going on, ask us.



          22                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Okay.  Thank you.



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I would ask this committee to



          24       please instruct the witness to answer the specific question



          25       that I'm asking.
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           1                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you please answer the



           2       question?



           3  A.   I think I am.  Because --



           4  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           5  Q.   Let me repeat the question so we can all be clear about what



           6       the actual question is.  I would like you to show me on this



           7       document where it says that Selman will decide that



           8       something's faulty resulting in going to jail.



           9  A.   I think the question is not fair.  I can't answer that



          10       question.



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to ask --



          12  A.   Because --



          13                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to ask --



          14  A.   Can I finish my sentence?  Because --



          15                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Please instruct the witness to



          16       answer the question.



          17                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you please answer the



          18       question?



          19  A.   So here's my problem.  She's asking me to prove something to



          20       her.  I can't prove something in one sentence.  I'm waiting



          21       to prove.



          22                    MR. REIFENBERG:  She's asking you to point out



          23       where something is said.



          24                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's correct.



          25  A.   Yes.  But --
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm not asking for his inference



           2       because he's given his inference.  I'm asking him to show



           3       me --



           4  A.   Okay.  The second sentence is my -- "I think Promislow (along



           5       with Kirkpatrick) put 5 previous AdCom members in trouble by



           6       making them sign faulty documents about federal funds, which



           7       they know is not correct (because the PI has been telling



           8       them so, and official memos showing them so).  They could go



           9       to jail for this."  So Selman is saying in my view this is



          10       where I point out that Selman is saying that they will go to



          11       jail.



          12  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          13  Q.   Do you think that Selman has the power to take somebody to



          14       jail?



          15  A.   He could threaten.



          16  Q.   He could threaten, but do you think that he has the power to



          17       put somebody in jail?



          18  A.   I believe no.



          19  Q.   Do you think that if somebody signs a faulty document and a



          20       police report is filed there would be a completely different



          21       process?



          22  A.   I believe so, yes.



          23  Q.   Do you think that if somebody files -- signs a faulty



          24       document there should be a consequence to their action?



          25  A.   I can't answer that question yes or no.
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           1  Q.   You don't -- so you can't answer -- if somebody does



           2       something wrong --



           3  A.   I can't answer that question because it's -- it's too broad.



           4  Q.   If somebody does something that is illegal, should there be a



           5       penalty?



           6  A.   Yes.



           7  Q.   If signing a faulty document regarding the funds of somebody



           8       else with the realm of a federal grant is illegal, should



           9       there be a consequence for signing that faulty document?



          10  A.   I need to hear the question again.



          11  Q.   Sure.  If it is illegal for somebody to sign documents about



          12       federal funding, like an NSF grant, should that person



          13       receive a penalty?



          14  A.   Yes.



          15  Q.   But Selman would not be giving that penalty, would he?



          16  A.   Yes.



          17  Q.   Yes, he would?



          18  A.   No, he wouldn't.



          19  Q.   He would not; correct?



          20  A.   Yes.  Yes.



          21  Q.   That would be somebody else?



          22  A.   Yes.



          23  Q.   So Selman is not threatening to put any specific person in



          24       jail in this email, is he?



          25  A.   I can't answer that question.
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           1  Q.   Does he name anybody and say you're going to jail?



           2  A.   Say that again.



           3  Q.   Does he name anybody and say you're going to jail?  The



           4       document's in front of you if you'd like to refresh your



           5       memory.



           6  A.   No.  I mean --



           7  Q.   That's a no; correct?



           8  A.   No.  I didn't say that.



           9  Q.   Whose name is mentioned in this document as going to jail?



          10  A.   The previous Advisory Committee.



          11  Q.   It says they could go to jail.



          12  A.   Yes.



          13  Q.   If they signed a faulty document?



          14  A.   No.  They did sign a faulty document.



          15  Q.   Right.  And they could go to jail?



          16  A.   Yes.



          17  Q.   Would anything have to happen or is Selman going to cart them



          18       off to jail?



          19  A.   Say that again.



          20  Q.   Is anything else going to happen in between or is Selman just



          21       going to cart them off to jail?



          22  A.   So you're asking me whether they will go to jail.  The answer



          23       is no.



          24  Q.   That's not what I'm asking you.



          25  A.   Then I don't understand your question.  I mean --
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           1  Q.   I'm asking you in between Selman making an accusation of



           2       something being faulty and being a crime and that individual



           3       or those five individuals, as you said, going to jail,



           4       something else would need to take place; correct?



           5  A.   Yes.



           6  Q.   So he's not actually threatening to take people to jail?



           7                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Objection.  Asked and answered.



           8                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I don't believe that there's been



           9       an answer.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you just answer the



          11       question whether or not he would go to jail?  She's asking



          12       whether or not Selman --



          13  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          14  Q.   I'm asking whether or not Selman is telling somebody that



          15       he's coming to take them to jail.



          16                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Regardless of what you think of



          17       the question, just answer it.



          18  A.   So whether Selman will take them to jail?



          19  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          20  Q.   Yes.



          21  A.   No.



          22  Q.   I'd like to move on to CP-62.  It's under Tab 11.S11.  It's



          23       the last exhibit entered.  I'm just waiting for everybody to



          24       catch up to us.  I know.  It's a little bit down time.



          25       Right?
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Are we ready?



           2  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           3  Q.   Okay.  Professor Kulkarni, do you recall testifying about



           4       this document a few moments ago?



           5  A.   Yes, I do.



           6  Q.   Prior to testifying -- or during your testimony about this



           7       document, you testified that there are some funds that are



           8       given each year to invite speakers; is that correct?



           9  A.   Yes.



          10  Q.   And this document is a document that actually allocates --



          11       like notifies, I guess, it appears to everybody because it's



          12       addressed to faculty; correct?



          13  A.   Yes.



          14  Q.   How much funds each department is getting and who's going to



          15       be in control of those funds; correct?



          16  A.   Yes.



          17  Q.   You also testified that generally senior faculty is given the



          18       responsibility of dealing with inviting speakers and funds.



          19       Wasn't that your testimony?



          20  A.   Yes.  But it's --



          21  Q.   Are you the senior faculty in algebraic --



          22  A.   I'm one of the senior faculty I would say.



          23  Q.   Are you the -- and who would be considered senior faculty,



          24       the senior most faculty in geometry and topology, if you



          25       know?
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           1  A.   Probably Selman.



           2  Q.   Probably Selman.  Do you know when Matt Hedden became a full



           3       professor, a tenured professor?



           4  A.   I think it was either this year or last year.  I'm not sure.



           5  Q.   So maybe 2019, maybe 2018?



           6  A.   This year.  Actually I made a mistake.  Because he got



           7       written as an assistant professor.  So clearly my statement



           8       was wrong.



           9  Q.   When did he become a tenured professor, if you know?  If you



          10       don't know, you don't know.



          11  A.   Six years ago.  About six years ago.  2012 maybe or something



          12       like that.



          13  Q.   That's when he became tenured?



          14  A.   I mean, usually -- there are six years between becoming a



          15       full professor and getting tenure.



          16  Q.   Okay.  So let's take a step back.  Do you know when he came



          17       to MSU?



          18  A.   No.



          19  Q.   Do you --



          20  A.   I mean, I can work it out.  It must have been 2008 or so.



          21  Q.   2008.  Would it surprise you that his testimony yesterday



          22       said that he came here a lot later than that?



          23  A.   It wouldn't surprise me.  I wouldn't know why -- why would I



          24       remember his CV?



          25  Q.   Okay.  Well . . .  And so you're not sure when he became a







                                          62

�











           1       tenured professor?



           2  A.   No.



           3  Q.   Okay.  But certainly your testimony is that the most --



           4       senior most professor in geometry and topology would be



           5       Professor Akbulut; correct?



           6  A.   Yes.



           7  Q.   Has Professor Akbulut invited speakers before?



           8  A.   I guess so.  I don't know for sure.



           9  Q.   But he has in the past invited speakers?



          10  A.   Yes.  I'm sure.  Yeah.



          11  Q.   And he's participated in seminars?



          12  A.   Yes.



          13  Q.   Within the math department?



          14  A.   Yes.



          15  Q.   Do you know when the last time Selman was placed in the



          16       position that Matt Hedden was placed in with being able to be



          17       over top of the funds to invite speakers?



          18  A.   I think this is only the second or third year that we are



          19       doing this.



          20  Q.   Pardon?



          21  A.   This is the second or the third year we have had a need like



          22       this I think.



          23  Q.   Sure.  So has Selman ever?



          24  A.   I don't know.  I mean . . .



          25  Q.   Okay.







                                          63

�











           1  A.   Can I make a correction?  I think I made a mistake because I



           2       see that Ekaterina Rapinchuk was one of the organizers.



           3       She's an assistant professor.  So clearly it's not restricted



           4       to professors.  I mean, it is -- everybody gets a chance with



           5       the peers.  I think just -- I don't know how Keith decides



           6       this.  But this is not restricted to professors or even



           7       tenured professors.



           8  Q.   So it's solely at the discretion of Professor Promislow?



           9  A.   I guess so.



          10  Q.   Okay.



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  This would be an appropriate



          12       place to stop.



          13                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Then let's stop now for ten



          14       minutes.  That means 11:20.



          15                    (Recess taken at 11:10 a.m.)



          16                    (Back on the record at 11:23 a.m.)



          17  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          18  Q.   Mr. Kulkarni, when you testified on direct examination do you



          19       recall testifying that you had -- that you and your Advisory



          20       Committee had tried everything to solve this problem?



          21  A.   I didn't say that.  I said that at this point we have no



          22       recourse.  So the Advisory Committee recommended that this



          23       should be -- after Selman's email, not as a consequence of it



          24       but just to get the timing right, the Advisory Committee



          25       recommended to the chair, then he recommended to the dean
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           1       that she -- Cheryl Sisk was the dean then, that she should



           2       appoint a committee within the college to look into serious



           3       discipline.



           4  Q.   But you testified that you had tried everything -- your exact



           5       words is we tried everything.  Are you saying now that you



           6       didn't try anything?



           7  A.   No.  We did.  I mean, so what I'm saying is that by we --



           8       when I say we tried everything, I meant the -- the math



           9       department had run its course for what can be done because



          10       Advisory Committee recommended that we should -- to ask the



          11       dean to form a committee outside of it, at which point -- at



          12       which point it went outside of the purview of that committee.



          13  Q.   That wasn't the context of your testimony.  Let me reframe my



          14       question.



          15  A.   Yeah.



          16  Q.   When you were testifying about why you thought termination



          17       was necessary, you testified that if there's nothing left to



          18       be done because we tried everything to resolve this problem,



          19       and I'm asking you do you recall stating that?



          20  A.   Yes.  But let me ask you do you mean legally?  I don't



          21       understand the question.



          22                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to ask that this



          23       witness not be allowed to question me.



          24                    THE WITNESS:  I understand I'm not allowed to



          25       ask --
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           1                    MR. REIFENBERG:  You can ask for clarification.



           2  A.   Yes.  Okay.  I'm going to ask for clarification because I



           3       don't understand -- I don't understand whether you are asking



           4       whether we had exhausted our legal possibilities or all



           5       possibilities that we as mathematicians can understand?



           6  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           7  Q.   I'm asking you what you said, so my frame of mind is not



           8       relevant.  I'm asking you did you say that you exhausted all



           9       remedies?



          10  A.   Yes.  I said that, yes.



          11  Q.   With regards to solving the problem?



          12  A.   Yes.



          13  Q.   What did you try?



          14  A.   So this -- this is -- this pertains only to the emails, so



          15       we -- at some point we thought that maybe we can curtail his



          16       access to the email, but that's not possible and that's not



          17       right.  Then because the documents were on the department web



          18       servers, the access to the department web server could be



          19       curtailed.  The emails had stopped and so we -- at that --



          20       that is the point at which -- and I think there were other



          21       avenues that were pursued, like this Tom -- Professor Tom.  I



          22       can't remember his name.



          23  Q.   Tom Tomlinson?



          24  A.   Tomlinson.



          25  Q.   Were you in meetings with Professor Tom Tomlinson?
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           1  A.   No.



           2  Q.   So you can't testify about Tom Tomlinson, then; correct?



           3  A.   No.  I can.  Because I'm not talking about his testimony.



           4       I'm saying that the suggestion or the discussions about



           5       whether that avenue should be pursued happened in the



           6       Advisory Committee, and then even when that failed, it came



           7       up again in the Advisory Committee, at which point we said we



           8       should go and meet with the lawyers if any serious discipline



           9       is to be contemplated.



          10  Q.   So everything was focused on shutting Selman down; correct?



          11  A.   No.



          12  Q.   What did you do to try to reach out to Selman in an effort to



          13       mitigate his feelings in this situation, if anything?



          14       Because what --



          15  A.   People -- people did try to communicate with him --



          16  Q.   I'm asking you what you did.



          17  A.   What I personally did?



          18  Q.   Yes.



          19  A.   Nothing.



          20  Q.   Nothing.  So you didn't try everything.  What you tried is



          21       shutting his access to email because that was your testimony;



          22       correct?



          23  A.   See, you're using I in two different ways.  I object to that.



          24       Because when you're saying that whether I did something



          25       personally to reach out to him, you want to use it as I, but
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           1       when you're saying you tried to shut his access to his



           2       website down, then -- then it's not me because it was the



           3       collective decision of -- whether -- actually it was



           4       authorized I think by somebody even higher up than Keith.



           5       It's not -- I wasn't picking out the side.



           6  Q.   So you're testifying -- I asked you a question about your



           7       participation in solving this problem --



           8  A.   Yes.



           9  Q.   -- and you gave me several examples of your participation.



          10  A.   Okay.  So --



          11  Q.   I'm not asking you -- just for clarification, I'm not asking



          12       you what Professor Promislow did.  I'm not asking you what



          13       Tom Tomlinson did.  I'm not -- when I speak about what you've



          14       done, that could be you personally in your individual



          15       capacity or what you're aware of in your capacity on a



          16       committee that took action.  I'm not asking you about



          17       anything else other than that because that's all really you



          18       entails.  So if you'd like me to start again.



          19  A.   No.  I can -- I can answer this.  So if you're asking me



          20       about me, let me go back.  At some point I did ask Selman why



          21       is it that he simply not let the course go, because this has



          22       happened to all of us.  Our courses have been canceled.  None



          23       of have control of that.  I mean, I've taught reading courses



          24       and an additional course with seven students.  So this is --



          25  Q.   So your testimony now is that your attempt to reach out to
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           1       Selman was to tell him --



           2  A.   Not to tell him.  To ask him.



           3  Q.   To ask him to let it go --



           4  A.   To which -- to which his answer was there was no grievance.



           5       The answer and question were unrelated.



           6  Q.   Is there a process for filing a -- if you have a problem with



           7       something that happened to you at the university, is there a



           8       process for that?



           9  A.   I would not know.



          10  Q.   So you don't know anything about a grievance process?



          11  A.   No.  Because --



          12  Q.   So you don't know whether that's a valid answer or not?



          13       Because if there was a process where he could have complained



          14       about what happened to him and that process didn't take



          15       place --



          16  A.   No.  Actually his answer was invalid.  If I'm asking him why



          17       didn't you just accept that the course was canceled, the



          18       answer that there wasn't a grievance is not a relevant answer



          19       in my opinion.



          20  Q.   Your prior testimony wasn't that you had asked him why he



          21       didn't teach the class.  Your prior testimony was that you



          22       asked him why don't you just let this go and that he



          23       responded that he didn't have a grievance.  Those are not the



          24       same things.



          25  A.   Okay.  I asked him precisely why -- why did you not just
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           1       teach the course that was canceled on the side while also



           2       fulfilling your duties of the course that were assigned.



           3  Q.   So your attempt at solving the problem was to reach out to



           4       Selman to be able to make your own judgment about what he did



           5       was correct?



           6  A.   No.  Because first of all --



           7  Q.   I believe that's your testimony.  I asked you what did you do



           8       and you said you personally reached out to him and asked him



           9       why didn't you just go ahead and teach this course.



          10  A.   No.  But, I mean, I was also in communication with other



          11       faculty members who did try to reach out to him.



          12  Q.   I'm not asking you what they did.  I'm asking what you did.



          13  A.   But my talking to them and giving them advice is also doing



          14       something; right?  So how can you not -- how can I say that I



          15       did nothing?  I mean, there were people who tried to reach



          16       out to him, and before they did reach out to him, I had



          17       extensive conversations with them and I made suggestions



          18       about what is likely to work, what is not likely to work, and



          19       so this was my contribution.



          20  Q.   So you advised other people how they should approach Selman?



          21  A.   No.  I did not advise how they should approach Selman, but



          22       when the issue came up whether some people would approach



          23       him, I -- this was -- this was a conversation among



          24       colleagues.  This is not a court of law that we were talking



          25       about, so it is not like we are giving advice this is what
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           1       you should do.  That's just not how we operate.



           2  Q.   So you guys had a lot of conversations about Selman; correct?



           3  A.   We were what?



           4  Q.   You and your colleagues had a lot of conversations about



           5       Selman?



           6  A.   I don't know if a lot, but surely several conversations.



           7  Q.   And in those conversations you indicated to them what you



           8       believed Selman's behavior may or may not be; correct?



           9  A.   This was actually -- this was I think early on.  I don't



          10       know -- I don't think there was so many emails at that point.



          11  Q.   Is that a yes?



          12  A.   I don't know how to answer that question yes or no.



          13  Q.   Because you testified that you and your colleagues got



          14       together and you gave them advice about what you think may or



          15       may not have worked with Selman.  That was your testimony;



          16       correct?



          17  A.   I can't answer that for sure because now I'm confused about



          18       what the meaning of what advise means.  Advise is not a



          19       directive.



          20  Q.   That was your word.



          21  A.   I understand.  I mean, actually did I use the word "advise"?



          22  Q.   We can read it back, but yes, you did use the word "advise."



          23       You said I advised them what may or may not work with Selman.



          24  A.   I take it back.  I can't -- I don't think -- I mean, it's --



          25       as I said, I'm un -- in conversations with colleagues nobody
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           1       is giving anybody advice.  It's a conversation and we are



           2       trying to come up with some reasonable solution.



           3  Q.   And you gave your opinion?



           4  A.   I gave my opinion.



           5  Q.   About what you think may or may not work with my client?



           6  A.   What may -- actually what -- what is it that we should try to



           7       do to make it work.



           8  Q.   Was any of those things that you tried to do to make it work



           9       anything other than shutting down his email or shutting down



          10       his access to his website?



          11  A.   Yes.



          12  Q.   What were they?



          13  A.   So at some point my good friend Mr. Shapiro approached Selman



          14       to talk to him about what the situation was.  I had extensive



          15       conversations with Michael about this.  I also --



          16  Q.   I'm reminding you of the question.  I'm asking you what other



          17       things did you suggest or discuss as a way to solve the



          18       problems other than shutting down my client's email and



          19       shutting down his access to his web page.



          20  A.   What specific suggestions did I make?



          21  Q.   Yes.  Or that were discussed by you.



          22  A.   I need some time because this was four years ago now.  I have



          23       to think from four years precise conversations we had four



          24       years ago.



          25                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  If you don't know, say you
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           1       don't know.



           2  A.   I don't remember.



           3  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           4  Q.   Is there a policy in the Advisory Committee for when somebody



           5       applies for sabbatical?  Does that go in front of the



           6       Advisory Committee?



           7  A.   It didn't used to be the case.



           8  Q.   When did it start being the case?



           9  A.   I think either this year or last year.  Last year I think we



          10       discussed it very briefly, but this year we discussed it



          11       more.



          12  Q.   Discussed what?



          13  A.   Each individual case.



          14  Q.   Each individual case of what?



          15  A.   Sabbatical application.



          16  Q.   The record has to be clear.  I'm not trying to be difficult.



          17       I promise.



          18  A.   I understand.



          19  Q.   Okay.  Does the Advisory Committee have a duty to make a



          20       decision on applications of professors for sabbatical?



          21  A.   I don't know if we have a duty.  I don't know.



          22  Q.   So when you guys discuss the case of somebody who applied for



          23       sabbatical, then what happens?  You just discuss it and



          24       then --



          25  A.   No.  So this year actually this is the first time that we
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           1       actually sat down and tried to come up with the policy



           2       guideline for deciding how to -- it used to be that the



           3       college -- it's tied up with the college in the end, but this



           4       year we decided that before we make recommendations to the



           5       college we will come up with our internal department



           6       guideline, so a lot of the discussion this year was centered



           7       around this point.



           8  Q.   So if I'm parsing out your testimony correctly, the Advisory



           9       Committee would look at somebody's request for sabbatical and



          10       make a recommendation?



          11  A.   To the chair, yes.



          12  Q.   To the chair.



          13  A.   Yes.



          14  Q.   How long has that happened?



          15  A.   How many years?



          16  Q.   Yes.



          17  A.   I don't know.  Because before this two-year period I was not



          18       on the Advisory Committee for a long time.



          19  Q.   Did you ever take sabbatical?



          20  A.   Yes.



          21  Q.   How did you get a sabbatical?



          22  A.   I just applied to the college.  I don't know.  You -- no.  To



          23       the department.  You submit papers.  You request a sabbatical



          24       by submitting some papers to the HR secretary within the --



          25       within the department I think.
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           1  Q.   Within the department?



           2  A.   Yeah.  And then they -- I don't know what happens after that.



           3  Q.   But at least for the last two years you guys made a



           4       recommendation?



           5  A.   Yeah.  I think -- I would say last year.  I don't really



           6       remember what happened the year before.  Even though I was on



           7       the committee, I just don't remember it.



           8  Q.   Did Selman ever apply for sabbatical while you were on the



           9       committee?



          10  A.   I think this year he definitely did.



          11  Q.   What about last year?



          12  A.   Probably the year before, yeah, I think he did.



          13  Q.   Did you guys make a recommendation as to his sabbatical?



          14  A.   We did not make a recommendation.



          15                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Okay.  I have no further



          16       questions.



          17                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I have a couple questions.



          18                         REDIRECT EXAMINATION



          19  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          20  Q.   Rajesh, couple quick questions.  If someone is -- do you know



          21       during the nomination process for department committees if a



          22       nomination has to be accepted -- to be nominated, does it



          23       have to be accepted by the person being nominated?



          24  A.   Yes.



          25  Q.   So it could be that somebody asked someone to be nominated
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           1       and they said no and then no one would ever know?



           2  A.   That's right.  That is true, yeah.



           3  Q.   So in this case it could be possible that people had



           4       approached Professor Akbulut to be nominated, he did not



           5       accept, and no knowledge would have been disseminated; is



           6       that correct?  No one would have ever heard of that?



           7  A.   It's possible.  I have no way of knowing.



           8                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Okay.  That's my only question.



           9       Thank you.



          10                    THE WITNESS:  Can I --



          11                    DR. PROMISLOW:  No.



          12                    THE WITNESS:  No?  I'm done.



          13                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Questions?  You're finished.



          14                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Thank you.



          15                    THE WITNESS:  Thank you.



          16                    (Off the record at 11:40 a.m.)



          17                    (Back on the record at 11:41 a.m.)



          18                             BETH GAGNIER



          19                    (At 11:41 a.m., called by Dr. Promislow and



          20                    sworn by the reporter, testified as follows)



          21                          DIRECT EXAMINATION



          22  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          23  Q.   Can you please state your name for the record?



          24  A.   Beth Gagnier.



          25  Q.   Have you used other names?
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           1  A.   Formerly Koivisto.



           2                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Would you spell your last name?



           3                    THE WITNESS:  It's G-A-G-N-I-E-R.



           4  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           5  Q.   Thank you.  Can you introduce yourself and explain your role



           6       in the matter before us today?



           7  A.   Sure.  I am the staff unit administrator, so I supervise --



           8       the entire support staff rolls up to me, and I've been in the



           9       Department of Mathematics for about eight years.



          10  Q.   If you could just pull the microphone a little bit closer.



          11       The acoustics in here are very difficult.



          12  A.   Is that better?



          13  Q.   Did you receive an award recently from the college?



          14  A.   I did.  I received the Jack Breslin Distinguished Staff Award



          15       in 2018 and the College of Natural Science Staff Award in



          16       2018.



          17  Q.   Do you have a supervisory role over Carolyn Wemple?



          18  A.   I do.  She reports directly to me.



          19  Q.   How many years have you known Carolyn?



          20  A.   I've known Carolyn eleven or 12 years.



          21  Q.   Okay.  I'd like to hand you a document that's already been



          22       admitted.  It's Tab 13.1.D.  It's CP-17.



          23                    (Discussion off the record at 11:42 a.m.)



          24                    (Back on the record at 11:43 a.m.)



          25  BY DR. PROMISLOW:
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           1  Q.   So can you identify briefly this document for us?



           2  A.   I can.  It's an email from Professor Akbulut directed to



           3       Carolyn Wemple, copied to myself and my supervisor at the



           4       time, Rick Hensh, and a few people at the NSF.



           5  Q.   So just for clarification, how many parts are there to the



           6       email?



           7  A.   There's -- well, the original one was to Carolyn and it --



           8  Q.   So you're discussing the -- your comments are pertaining to



           9       the part at the bottom; correct?



          10  A.   Correct.  Where it starts with "Dear Carolyn."



          11  Q.   Let's focus on the part at the bottom.  Can you identify the



          12       recipients for us on the bottom half of this email?



          13  A.   Yes.  Not only myself and Rick Hensh but there are three --



          14       looks like three program officers with the NSF.



          15  Q.   So can you identify the information that's being requested?



          16  A.   Yes.  So when I read this email, Professor Akbulut is



          17       basically asking Carolyn to correct her mistake.  He's



          18       implying that she is mismanaging his NSF accounts and



          19       accusing her of mismanaging his funds.



          20  Q.   Can you read the date of that as part of the email for us?



          21  A.   The date is May 16, 2016.



          22  Q.   So at this point in time have similar requests been made that



          23       were disseminated to a broad audience?



          24  A.   Yes.



          25  Q.   More than two?
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           1  A.   Yes.  Many.



           2  Q.   More than ten?



           3  A.   Yes.



           4  Q.   More than 20?



           5  A.   I'm not sure about that.



           6  Q.   Okay.  So you have a direct supervisory role of Carolyn



           7       Wemple; is that correct?



           8  A.   I do.



           9  Q.   Do you meet with her frequently in a professional capacity?



          10  A.   Yes, we do.



          11  Q.   So you're aware of --



          12                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object because now



          13       he's putting words in the witness's mouth again.



          14                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Ask your question.



          15                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Sorry.  Sustained.



          16  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          17  Q.   Okay.  Can you characterize the impact that these emails were



          18       having on Carolyn Wemple?



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to this



          20       witness testifying to an impact on a third person.  That



          21       person could have been brought before us to testify about the



          22       impact.  That would be at a minimum hearsay.  At a minimum



          23       this person has not been qualified as a witness -- or as an



          24       expert witness in other people's state of minds.  She can



          25       testify to what she's observed Carolyn doing or not doing but
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           1       not the impacts.



           2                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you ask a more direct



           3       question about observation, please?



           4                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Yes.



           5  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           6  Q.   Did you discuss with Carolyn specifically the impact that



           7       these emails were having on her?



           8  A.   Yes, I have.



           9  Q.   Did you feel as her supervisor it was affecting her job



          10       performance?



          11  A.   Absolutely.



          12  Q.   Was Carolyn Wemple at this time having health issues?



          13  A.   She was.  Carolyn was going through a second round of



          14       metastasized breast cancer at the time and chemotherapy.



          15  Q.   So --



          16  A.   She did state to me --



          17                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to this



          18       witness testifying about something that somebody told her as



          19       inadmissible hearsay, especially when that person could have



          20       been called as a witness to testify.



          21                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Back to the policy that full



          22       evidence rules are not governing.



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I understand that.  But there's



          24       best evidence.  They have not made an argument that Carolyn



          25       Wemple is unavailable to testify.  If Carolyn Wemple is
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           1       available to testify, this witness should not be allowed out



           2       of fairness and equity in this proceeding to testify to



           3       hearsay that I can then not cross-examine.



           4                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you restructure your



           5       question so that you're not asking for hearsay or at least --



           6                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I think I'll move on to my next



           7       question.



           8                    MR. REIFENBERG:  -- things that she's actually



           9       observed, the witness has actually observed?



          10                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'll move on.



          11                    THE WITNESS:  Can I add something?  Ms. Wemple



          12       broke her foot this morning and is not able to testify.



          13                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'm sorry?



          14                    THE WITNESS:  Ms. Wemple broke her foot this



          15       morning and is not able to testify.



          16                    MS. DOUKOURE:  She may not be available today



          17       but she was available the last three days and she may be



          18       available the next coming four days that we have scheduled.



          19       She's not legally --



          20                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Well, that's beside the point



          21       with respect to this.  So ask questions about what she can



          22       observe.



          23                    DR. PROMISLOW:  All right.  I understand.



          24  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          25  Q.   Did you ask me to take steps to shield Carolyn Wemple from
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           1       these emails?



           2  A.   I did.



           3  Q.   Do you recall what the steps were?



           4  A.   We had decided to notify the dean and ask for advice.  We had



           5       also rerouted her emails so that they would go to Richard



           6       Hensh, and Rick or I would be the one responding to any



           7       requests from Dr. Akbulut.



           8  Q.   Do you recall when the email rerouting began?



           9  A.   2015, early 2015.



          10  Q.   Perhaps January 2015?



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object because he is



          12       clearly at this point testifying and trying to color the



          13       testimony of this witness by providing her and feeding her



          14       information.



          15  A.   I had already said early 2015.



          16                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Can we go off the record for a



          17       moment, please?



          18                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Yes.



          19                    (Discussion off the record at 11:50 a.m.)



          20                    (Back on the record at 11:50 a.m.)



          21  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          22  Q.   So I can't remember if I asked you this question or not.



          23       Were these efforts successful?



          24  A.   No.



          25  Q.   I'm going to hand you an item from binder Tab 11b.  11b, as
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           1       in bravo.



           2                    MS. DOUKOURE:  This one's not admitted yet?



           3                    DR. PROMISLOW:  It's not admitted.  It's a new



           4       one.



           5  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           6  Q.   Can I ask that you identify this -- can you identify this



           7       document?



           8  A.   I can.



           9  Q.   Can you put it in context for us?  Can you describe it?



          10  A.   I can.  It begins in April of 2017.  It is addressed to the



          11       entire Department of Mathematics and copied to Terry Curry.



          12       It is addressed to Carolyn Wemple and myself.  It is --



          13       sounds demanding, yes or no to two questions.  And he



          14       reiterates -- from Professor Akbulut and he reiterates that



          15       he's asked these questions several times, and then at the



          16       bottom he refers to fraud and embezzlement.  Feels



          17       threatening in the fact that, you know, if you don't do



          18       these, this is -- this is what this looks like.  Carolyn and



          19       I had talked about this email along with many others.



          20       She's -- it's caused her a great amount of stress and



          21       embarrassment, frustration, job satisfaction plummeting.



          22  Q.   If I can clarify, the comments you just made are specifically



          23       addressing the part of the email at the very bottom, the



          24       initiating one -- sorry.  Can you identify the part of the



          25       email you're addressing?
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           1  A.   Yes.  Where it starts "Last time I looked Fraud and



           2       Embezzlement is defined as 'the act of withholding assets for



           3       the purpose of conversion of such assets, by one or more



           4       persons to whom the assets were entrusted, either to be held



           5       or to be used for specific purposes."



           6  Q.   Can you indicate to me where -- which part you're reading



           7       from?  I've lost contact with you.



           8  A.   The very last paragraph on Page 2.



           9  Q.   On Page 2.  Okay.  So just remind us.  This email, what's the



          10       date of this part of the email you're looking at?



          11  A.   April 23rd, 2017.



          12  Q.   And can you identify the recipients of this part of the



          13       email?



          14  A.   It was sent to the entire Department of Mathematics, copied



          15       to Terry Curry and addressed to myself and Carolyn Wemple.



          16  Q.   So the information that's being requested here from Carolyn



          17       and from yourself, is this a new request for information



          18       that's been provided already?



          19  A.   No.



          20  Q.   So can you tell us when was the information provided?



          21  A.   It had been provided several times over the last few years.



          22       Even in the email he -- Professor Akbulut says, "I know you



          23       already answered them to me several times in words, in



          24       writings of emails and in official memos . . ."  He's trying



          25       to persuade faculty that he says are resisting to believe the
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           1       answers.



           2  Q.   So do you feel the email's really addressed to you?



           3  A.   It's addressed to myself and Carolyn.



           4  Q.   Okay.  There were multiple requests for information.  Was the



           5       information provided to Professor Akbulut the same every



           6       time?  Did you provide him with the same information?



           7  A.   This gets a little more tricky.  So the information had been



           8       provided several times.  I did not see every document that



           9       was given to Professor Akbulut.  These grants in 2014, the



          10       financial system that MSU uses did not -- if you got just a



          11       financial report out of business negligence, they weren't



          12       reflective of what was in the grant.  Encumbrances weren't.



          13       For example, if you had $100,000 in your grant, really to



          14       spend if that report said that, there were things like



          15       indirect costs that were still in 100,000, so you really



          16       didn't have $100,000 to spend.  You had $48,000 to spend.



          17       That's just one example.  Carolyn Wemple's the research



          18       administrator in the department, so her role is to provide



          19       support to faculty who have research accounts with the



          20       university.  Professor Akbulut asked her for the same



          21       information in different formats in different ways many, many



          22       times, it felt like until he got the answer that he wanted,



          23       until he could see something that he could use.  Faculty



          24       often have conversations and emails with the research



          25       administrator talking about expenses, trying to run different
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           1       scenarios on how much they would have if they did this or if



           2       they did that.  So there's not a real clear-cut answer to



           3       that question I guess is what I'm saying.



           4  Q.   Did you have an opportunity to observe the impact that this



           5       email has had upon Carolyn, upon the whole staff that you



           6       supervise?



           7  A.   I have.  I've had many conversations.  Carolyn and I do



           8       one-on-one meetings.  The level of stress and frustration and



           9       humiliation --



          10                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object.  This



          11       witness is not qualified as an expert in psychology and



          12       cannot testify to somebody else's level of frustration,



          13       humiliation, any other psychological condition because that's



          14       not what she's trained to do and they have not qualified her



          15       as an expert for such.



          16                    DR. PROMISLOW:  This is her role in the unit is



          17       to monitor the staff and to observe their functioning.  This



          18       is exactly what she's supposed to be doing.  This is her



          19       expertise.



          20                    MS. DOUKOURE:  She's supposed to be determining



          21       their functioning with regards to how they perform their



          22       duties, whether they perform their duties.  She is not



          23       supposed to be -- there is no job in the world where you're



          24       required as a manager to determine whether somebody's level



          25       of humiliation or somebody's level of anxiety or stress.
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           1       Those are psychological conditions.  She can testify to



           2       whether or not Carolyn was able to complete her duties,



           3       whether or not she had a downturn in the ability to complete



           4       her duties, but she cannot testify to somebody's state of



           5       mind.



           6                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you ask a question that



           7       wouldn't be talking about her state of mind, would be talking



           8       about observable criteria of stress?



           9  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          10  Q.   Were specific -- at any time did you have -- did Carolyn



          11       bring up specific indicators for stress?



          12  A.   Carolyn specifically told me --



          13                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object because this



          14       witness cannot -- first of all, we haven't determined what an



          15       indicator of stress is.  This witness is not capable of



          16       determining what an indicator of stress is, and I'm going to



          17       continue to reobject to this witness testifying about what



          18       somebody who's capable of testifying and available to do so



          19       could testify to out of fairness and equity.



          20                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Could you question her about



          21       observable behavior, something that didn't require expert



          22       knowledge on the part of something?



          23                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Sure.



          24  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          25  Q.   Beth, were there any specific observations that you made
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           1       about Carolyn and her behavior?



           2  A.   Yes.  Her physical appearance when we would have



           3       conversations regarding this matter, her face would get



           4       flushed and red.  She would get choked up.  She would get --



           5       I wouldn't -- she didn't actually cry but water would fill in



           6       her eyes.  She was visibly upset.



           7  Q.   Thank you.



           8                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'm going to move to submit



           9       this.  I believe it's CP-63.



          10                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Are you sure this is not



          11       already admitted?



          12                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Yes.  There are -- clarification



          13       on this document.  It has 11D is related -- originated out of



          14       a similar document from Matt Hedden's submission, but the



          15       second half has not been submitted.



          16                    MS. DOUKOURE:  And I would ask that the top



          17       portion that has already been submitted be stricken as



          18       duplicative.



          19                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  It's already admitted.



          20                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Right.  But it's only part of it



          21       and she can't testify or authenticate the rest of it.  And we



          22       only need the last page.



          23                    MR. REIFENBERG:  So basically strike the top



          24       part.



          25                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's correct.
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           1                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'm happy to submit only the



           2       last page.  That's my intent.  CP-63.



           3                    MR. REIFENBERG:  So are you submitting just the



           4       last page or the -- I just want to clarify.  Which part?



           5                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I submitted only the last page,



           6       the second page.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Not anything on the first page?



           8                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Nothing on the first page.  And



           9       if the Court wishes that the top above the black line be



          10       struck, but that's relevant information, so . . .



          11                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Okay.



          12                    MS. YERMAK:  I'm sorry.  Can I be clear?  So the



          13       last page should, this be stricken, the top part?



          14                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm not asking for that.



          15                    MS. YERMAK:  Okay.  Thank you.



          16                    MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION:



          17                    CHARGING PARTY EXHIBIT 63



          18                    12:04 p.m.



          19  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          20  Q.   Okay.  I'd like to hand you an item.  This is binder Tab 11H.



          21       It has not been admitted.  Beth, can you tell me if you



          22       recognize this document?



          23  A.   I do.



          24  Q.   Could you just give us a quick scan perhaps and just tell us



          25       what your main points are that you're making?
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           1  A.   Yes.  This is my statement of impact on from my perception



           2       what has been going on with Professor Akbulut's behavior and



           3       how the communication, the constant bombarding of the same



           4       question over and over, by copying the entire department,



           5       other university officials, outside officials, with the NSF,



           6       and the impact that it's had.  It was hard to describe in



           7       words honestly.  It took me a while to write this.  It's been



           8       very disruptive.  It was very disruptive to the staff in the



           9       department.  Folks were in fear.  They didn't want to --



          10       their jobs are to support faculty, students, and other units.



          11       They were fearful of making a mistake or saying something



          12       wrong, that that would get construed and then sent out to



          13       many other folks, not only the full department, but outside



          14       the department, so much so I was telling them just to either



          15       send them to me or delete them, any emails that they received



          16       from Professor Akbulut.  If he's asking for something that



          17       they were to send it to me.



          18                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'm going to move to admit.



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I have no objections.



          20                    MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION:



          21                    CHARGING PARTY EXHIBIT 64



          22                    12:06 p.m.



          23  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          24  Q.   When you were awarded the Distinguished Staff Award, was this



          25       recognized by a tweet that originated from the College of
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           1       Natural Science?



           2  A.   Actually when I received the Breslin, the Distinguished Staff



           3       Award, at the university level, it was tweeted by the College



           4       of Natural Science.



           5  Q.   I'd like to hand you a document.  It is the content of binder



           6       Tab 11.S12.  S for Sam or summer.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Did you say S like Sam?



           8                    DR. PROMISLOW:  S like Sam.



           9  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          10  Q.   Can you identify this document for us, Beth?



          11  A.   I can.  It is a retweet.  It's like a retweet of a retweet I



          12       think.  At the bottom Eylem's.  It starts with "Koivisto's



          13       accomplishments #MSU."  She had originally retweeted the



          14       original tweet that was sent out by CNS congratulating my



          15       award, and she talked -- she has three actual points.



          16       There's two showing here.  But highlighted what she thinks my



          17       accomplishments are.  That was then retweeted by Professor



          18       Akbulut with the statement that's here that he didn't know it



          19       was my job to slander faculty.



          20  Q.   So is there a link inside of this?



          21  A.   There is and that link is to my statement of impact.



          22  Q.   So what was your reaction when you were first informed of



          23       this?



          24  A.   I was surprised.  I didn't know it had happened.  I was



          25       contacted by OIE, Office of Institutional Equity, because it
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           1       had been reported to them by somebody else and that was the



           2       first I was made aware of it.



           3                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can I get a clarification here?



           4       Did your last name change?



           5                    THE WITNESS:  It did.  It did.  It was Koivisto



           6       when I won the award and it is now Gagnier.



           7  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           8  Q.   At the time of most of this documents preparation it's



           9       correct that you were Koivisto?



          10  A.   Correct.



          11                    DR. PROMISLOW:  So I think that was moved to



          12       admit.  Is that okay?  Move to admit.



          13                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object.  It's not



          14       relevant.  This is activity that Professor Akbulut engaged in



          15       not from this time, not in his official capacity as MSU



          16       person.  This is, in fact, protected free speech that he



          17       engaged in on Twitter.  This witness has already testified



          18       that she did not know about it until somebody else notified



          19       her about it.  So it's not relevant to his duties within the



          20       math department or whether or not he violated math policies



          21       with behavior pursuant to his actual position at MSU.  This



          22       happened on his free time exercising his legal free speech



          23       rights and therefore it's not relevant to this proceeding.



          24                    MR. REIFENBERG:  We will admit it for what it's



          25       worth.
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           1                    MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION:



           2                    CHARGING PARTY EXHIBIT 65



           3                    12:11 p.m.



           4                    DR. PROMISLOW:  CP-65.



           5  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           6  Q.   I've just got one last document for you here.  This is the



           7       contents of binder Tab 11.N6.



           8                    DR. PROMISLOW:  And I believe it's been



           9       previously admitted just recently, so it should be -- I don't



          10       know the CP number.



          11                    MS. YERMAK:  Repeat it back to me.



          12                    DR. PROMISLOW:  11.N6.  Binder Tab 11.N6.



          13                    MS. YERMAK:  It's CP-60.



          14                    DR. PROMISLOW:  CP-60.



          15  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          16  Q.   Do you recognize this document, Beth?



          17  A.   I do.



          18  Q.   Can you give us just a brief overview of what it is?



          19  A.   This is when I won the College of Natural Science Staff



          20       Award.  An announcement went out to the NatSci faculty, and



          21       then Professor Akbulut sent it on November 9 of '18.  Sorry.



          22       Trying to read.  To the Dean's Office of Natural Science,



          23       sent it to all NatSci academics, which was roughly 900



          24       people, and I also actually received this, so -- and so did



          25       my staff, so even though it might not look like that on here,
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           1       but the Department of Mathematics received this as well.



           2       Where he states that this year's winners include hate letter



           3       writers, and then he put links to -- the one links to my



           4       statement of impact.  It was from Professor Akbulut.



           5  Q.   Could you summarize for us what impact this had on you or



           6       perhaps the whole event?



           7  A.   It was humiliating and embarrassing.  Most of the NatSci



           8       academic list people I don't know.  They do not know me.  The



           9       impact is unknown quite honestly.  In terms of what it does



          10       to my reputation professionally.  I did feel like if I



          11       applied for a job somewhere that they might see that name and



          12       go, hmm, bring pause to whether they would actually consider



          13       me as a candidate.  For someone who doesn't like to be in the



          14       spotlight to begin with, you know, these awards were humbling



          15       and honoring and they became a focus of embarrassment.



          16  Q.   Okay.  Thank you.



          17                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I have no further questions.



          18                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  So the CP number was what?



          19                    DR. PROMISLOW:  That was 60, CP-60.  But it's



          20       not a new one.



          21                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Cross?



          22                          CROSS-EXAMINATION



          23  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          24  Q.   Good afternoon, Ms. Gagnier?



          25  A.   It's Gagnier.







                                          94

�











           1  Q.   Gagnier.  Okay.  Ms. Gagnier.  My name is Amy Doukoure.  I am



           2       an attorney representing Professor Akbulut in these



           3       proceedings.  Do you mind if I sit?



           4  A.   Not at all.



           5  Q.   I'm going to hand you a document you've already seen today



           6       that you previously testified about.  It's CP-17.  And that



           7       is 13.1.D.  You recall testifying previously about this



           8       email; correct?



           9  A.   Yes.



          10  Q.   And in this email you indicated that there are three or four



          11       grant offices of the NSF attached to this email; correct?



          12  A.   Correct.



          13  Q.   When a professor is acting as PI on an NSF loan, do they owe



          14       the NSF fiduciary duty?



          15  A.   The award is given to the faculty member through the



          16       university, so the university has a fiduciary responsibility.



          17  Q.   And then who is able to withdraw funds or allocate funds



          18       under a grant under those circumstances?



          19  A.   The faculty member is.



          20  Q.   The faculty member is?



          21  A.   The faculty member is under the rules and regulations of the



          22       NSF.



          23  Q.   Are you familiar with the term PI?



          24  A.   I am.



          25  Q.   What does that mean?
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           1  A.   Principal investigator.



           2  Q.   Principal investigator.  What duties are entailed with the



           3       principal investigator function under an NSF grant?



           4  A.   They run the research and approve spending.



           5  Q.   And they're ultimately accountable for how that money is



           6       spent; correct?



           7  A.   There are several people that can be held accountable for how



           8       that money is spent.



           9  Q.   And the PI is one of those people; correct?



          10  A.   Correct.



          11  Q.   So they have a duty to ensure that their grant money is spent



          12       under the guidelines with which the grant was given?



          13  A.   Correct.



          14  Q.   And the grants that this email talks about are Professor



          15       Akbulut's grants where he is PI; correct?



          16  A.   Correct.



          17  Q.   And he's asking for information because he believes, and I'm



          18       not asking you whether you agree, but he believes that there



          19       has been some misunderstanding about the allocation of the



          20       funds in his grant; correct?



          21  A.   Can you ask me that question again?  I want to make sure I'm



          22       there.



          23  Q.   Sure.  So he's sending this email to try to clear up what he



          24       believes are errors or discrepancies in the way his funds



          25       were either allocated?
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           1  A.   I don't know if I can speak to the why.



           2  Q.   I mean, I believe that you've already spoken to the why.



           3       You've attributed a lot of intent to my client.  You said he



           4       was trying to do this, his intent was to do this.  What is



           5       this email asking?



           6  A.   He's asking Carolyn to explain herself and correct her



           7       mistake.



           8  Q.   What are his exact words?



           9  A.   Should I read the whole email or just that portion?



          10  Q.   Not the whole email.  Just that portion.



          11  A.   Okay.  "So could you please explain this discrepancy, and



          12       correct your mistakes managing my grants."



          13  Q.   So he's saying that there's a discrepancy; correct?



          14  A.   He's saying there is a discrepancy.



          15  Q.   And he's asking her to correct what he thinks is a



          16       discrepancy; correct?



          17  A.   He says and correct your own mistake.



          18  Q.   Right.  Because who is the person who will account -- who



          19       does the accounting for these grants?



          20  A.   Well, this is -- he was addressing Carolyn Wemple.



          21  Q.   Right.  And if there was a discrepancy about whether his



          22       grant was encumbered or whether funds were used one way or



          23       another way, she would be the person to address that;



          24       correct?



          25  A.   Correct.
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           1  Q.   So he's saying there's a discrepancy; correct?



           2  A.   Correct.



           3  Q.   And he's asking her to fix it; correct?



           4  A.   He says correct your mistake.



           5  Q.   Is that a yes?  Is he asking her to fix something



           6       resulting -- that resulted in a discrepancy, whether it's her



           7       mistake, anybody's mistake?  Is he asking her to fix what he



           8       thinks led to a discrepancy in his accounts?



           9  A.   Yes.  Okay.



          10  Q.   Would that be part of her duties?



          11  A.   It would be.



          12  Q.   Did you oversee the drafting of a memo in 2016 regarding the



          13       funds available in Professor Akbulut's grants?



          14  A.   I don't recall.



          15  Q.   Do you know whether or not Carolyn Wemple submitted a



          16       memorandum or created such a memorandum that detailed -- or



          17       that provided any balances for at least two of Professor



          18       Akbulut's grants?



          19  A.   In --



          20  Q.   In 2016, yes.  I'm sorry.



          21  A.   I don't recall.  No.  I don't think so, no.



          22  Q.   So you did not participate in the drafting of such a memo is



          23       your testimony?



          24  A.   I would have to see the memo.



          25  Q.   Do you do any day-to-day work with the grant funding or PIs
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           1       themselves?



           2  A.   On a day-to-day basis?



           3  Q.   Yes.



           4  A.   No.



           5  Q.   Have you ever?



           6  A.   Yes.



           7  Q.   So you're familiar what the process for how grants become



           8       encumbered; correct?



           9  A.   Correct.



          10  Q.   And is there circumstances in which grants can be encumbered



          11       by a non-binding promise of a professor?



          12  A.   I guess in what -- I guess I need a little more clarity.



          13  Q.   Sure.  So if somebody is coming to visit here and Professor



          14       Akbulut is like, hey, I'll give you $10,000 when you get here



          15       and then changes his mind, is that something that could take



          16       place?



          17  A.   It is.



          18  Q.   And he could reallocate that same $10,000 to somebody else if



          19       he chose?



          20  A.   It is.



          21  Q.   I'd like to move now to what's been admitted as CP-63, which



          22       is the last page of 11b.



          23                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Can you clarify this document?



          24       11?



          25                    DR. SMITH:  11 D or B?







                                          99

�











           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Boy.  I'm sorry.  It's CP-63.



           2       I'm doing my best I promise to keep up with the tabulation of



           3       these documents.



           4  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           5  Q.   Do you recall testifying a few minutes ago about this



           6       document?



           7  A.   I do.



           8  Q.   In this email you said it was threatening and harassing;



           9       correct?



          10  A.   I said I felt like it was, yes.



          11  Q.   Can you read the first line of the email for me after "Dear



          12       Carolyn and Beth"?



          13  A.   "Forgive me for taking your available time."



          14  Q.   That's not threatening so much, is it?



          15  A.   It's interpretation, in my opinion.



          16  Q.   But there's nothing inherently nefarious about those words;



          17       correct?



          18  A.   With that specific sentence, no.



          19  Q.   And then the next sentence, please.



          20  A.   "Would you please answer the following questions YES or NO?"



          21  Q.   There's nothing inherently nefarious about would you please



          22       either; correct?



          23  A.   Correct.



          24  Q.   And then he's asking you to provide specific answers to two



          25       questions; correct?
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           1  A.   Correct.



           2  Q.   Would those two questions be within either the purview of you



           3       or Carolyn Wemple to be able to answer?



           4  A.   There was -- can you ask me again?  I'm sorry.



           5  Q.   I know.  It's not easy to be up there I'm sure.  Those two



           6       questions, which just for clarification are actually labeled



           7       as 1 and 2; correct?



           8  A.   Correct.



           9  Q.   Okay.  Would you be able to answer those questions?



          10  A.   Not with a yes or a no just how he asked.  This is the



          11       following questions, yes or no.



          12  Q.   Okay.  So if I ask you right now did Professor or Chair



          13       Promislow use $5,000 of department funds to pay for Mohammad



          14       Asadi's health insurance, that's not a question that you'd be



          15       able to answer?



          16  A.   I would -- well, I would have to look at --



          17  Q.   Right.  I'm not asking you to answer it.  I promise.  You do



          18       not have to answer that question today.  I'm asking whether



          19       in your -- within the scope of your job you would have the



          20       information at some point to be able to answer that question.



          21  A.   Correct.



          22  Q.   So yes, you would?



          23  A.   Correct.



          24  Q.   Okay.  I just want to make sure.  And then the second



          25       question, is that something that you would have been able to
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           1       answer?



           2  A.   That would have been something that -- it would have taken me



           3       probably a long time.  Carolyn Wemple would be the best



           4       person to answer that question.



           5  Q.   So it's fair to say, then, that both of those questions could



           6       have been answered by either you or Carolyn Wemple?



           7  A.   Yes.



           8  Q.   And that this email, while sent to a wider audience, was



           9       addressed to two people who had the ability to answer those



          10       two questions?



          11  A.   Yes.



          12  Q.   Does this document explicitly say that you are being accused



          13       of embezzlement or fraud?



          14  A.   To me it felt like there was an implication of that by the



          15       last paragraph.



          16  Q.   Are you familiar with all of the circumstances regarding --



          17       or a large portion of circumstances regarding Professor



          18       Akbulut's allegations of the encumbrances of his grants?



          19  A.   Can you -- I'm sorry.  I need you to repeat that question.



          20  Q.   Do you know the general sense of what he's complaining about?



          21  A.   Yes.



          22  Q.   And isn't it true that a lot of times he complained that



          23       Professor Promislow actually prevented him from using his



          24       grant?



          25  A.   He complained of that.
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           1  Q.   And not necessarily that Carolyn Wemple or yourself had done



           2       any stealing of his funds; correct?



           3  A.   It felt that way.



           4  Q.   But he never said that, did he?



           5  A.   This was addressed to myself and Carolyn and it talks about



           6       fraud and embezzlement, so I think fraud, that was a



           7       reasonable -- for us that was a reasonable --



           8  Q.   I'm not -- I'm not judging your reasonableness.



           9  A.   Okay.



          10  Q.   I'm really not making a judgment on that.  I'm asking you



          11       whether it's possible or whether this document states that he



          12       was accusing you or Carolyn Wemple of embezzlement?



          13  A.   The document is addressed to Carolyn and myself and it talks



          14       about fraud and embezzlement, so does he come out and say I'm



          15       going to charge you with fraud and embezzlement?  No.  But it



          16       is addressed to Carolyn and I and he talks about fraud and



          17       embezzlement and we're financial officers for the department,



          18       so . . .



          19  Q.   But would you also be the ones that somebody would come to if



          20       they wanted say an accounting of whether or not somebody took



          21       $5,000 from them fraudulently to pay for a different -- like



          22       Professor Asadi, for instance?  You'd have that information?



          23  A.   We would have that information, but we are also the purse of



          24       these funds, so that would be our responsibility, and if



          25       there was any question on fraud and embezzlement within the
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           1       department, the natural people who would be looked at would



           2       be myself and Carolyn Wemple.



           3  Q.   Right.  And also the person who made the fraudulent request



           4       for $5,000 to pay for Mr. Asadi's health insurance; correct?



           5  A.   I don't know that I can speak to that honestly.



           6  Q.   That's fair.  I'm going to ask you about the letter that you



           7       wrote without giving it back to you.  Is that okay?  I'm not



           8       going to ask you -- I promise you I won't ask you to recall



           9       the contents of it.  I just don't think it's necessary to go



          10       through the whole thing.



          11  A.   Okay.



          12  Q.   You wrote a letter about -- they're calling it an impact



          13       statement, so was it your intent to write a letter about



          14       Professor Akbulut's behavior that was intended to show how it



          15       has affected, you know, maybe yourself and people under your



          16       direction?



          17  A.   That would be correct.



          18  Q.   Okay.  And you wrote that letter as a request of Professor



          19       Promislow; correct?



          20  A.   Professor Promislow asked if I would be willing to write a



          21       statement of impact.



          22  Q.   So he solicited this letter from you?



          23  A.   He asked if I would write it.



          24  Q.   And you drafted it?



          25  A.   I drafted it.
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           1  Q.   And you submitted it to him?



           2  A.   I did.



           3  Q.   And it's fair to say that it's an honest and accurate



           4       representation of how you felt?



           5  A.   Correct.



           6  Q.   So it doesn't impugn any -- if somebody read this letter, it



           7       wouldn't necessarily impugn any portion of your character as



           8       dishonest; correct?



           9  A.   Correct.



          10  Q.   So if other people were looking at it, it really just talks



          11       about Professor Akbulut?  It doesn't really say anything



          12       about you, does it?



          13  A.   Well, I believe it talks about how -- the impact that it was



          14       having.



          15  Q.   Right.  And it talks about the impact it had on you, but it



          16       doesn't say anything about your character?



          17  A.   No.



          18  Q.   Your ability to function in the workplace?



          19  A.   No.



          20                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I have nothing further.  Oh,



          21       wait.  That's not true.  I lied.  I have one more question.



          22       It can be done in like two minutes I promise.



          23                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Okay.



          24                    MS. DOUKOURE:  And then I don't know if you guys



          25       have any questions.
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           1                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Well, let me get to that.



           2  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           3  Q.   You testified about a tweet that was brought to your



           4       attention?



           5  A.   Um-hmm.



           6  Q.   About that Professor Akbulut had retweeted somebody else's



           7       retweet with comment about the award you won; correct?



           8  A.   Correct.



           9  Q.   And just for the record, we're talking about CP-65, which is



          10       admitted.  And you testified that you were not aware of that



          11       tweet until the OIE brought it to your attention; correct?



          12  A.   Correct.



          13  Q.   And that tweet does not tag or -- are you familiar with that



          14       term?  It doesn't tag your Twitter?



          15  A.   I am familiar with that term.



          16  Q.   Okay.  Does it at you?



          17  A.   No.



          18  Q.   So it doesn't mention your Twitter handle at all?



          19  A.   Right.  But the hashtag MSU puts it out to the entire --



          20       anyone who follows MSU is my understanding.



          21  Q.   I mean, the hashtag MSU does not call you out, correct,



          22       personally?



          23  A.   No.  It doesn't come to like my Twitter.



          24  Q.   It doesn't post it on your Twitter account; correct?



          25  A.   Correct.
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           1  Q.   And your name is not hashtagged in it; correct?



           2  A.   Correct.  Correct.



           3  Q.   And you were made aware of this by the OIE report, provided



           4       by the OIE?



           5  A.   Correct.



           6                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Excuse me, counsel.  Are you



           7       saying OIG or OIE?



           8                    MS. DOUKOURE:  OIE.  Office of Institutional



           9       Equity.



          10                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  OIE.



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That is correct.



          12  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          13  Q.   So they brought it your attention?



          14  A.   Correct.



          15  Q.   Do you know if there was an investigation?



          16  A.   There was.



          17  Q.   Do you know what the results of that investigation are?



          18  A.   I do.



          19  Q.   What are they?



          20  A.   Without looking at the report, I would like to --



          21  Q.   Isn't it true that that OIE investigator determined that



          22       Professor Akbulut was not targeting you?



          23  A.   Again, I don't -- there were no sanctions issued if that



          24       makes any --



          25  Q.   That's the only thing you remember?  No sanctions?
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           1  A.   Well --



           2  Q.   I mean, it's a long report.



           3  A.   It is a very long report.



           4  Q.   And I'm not asking you to recall any of the --



           5  A.   And I didn't read it.



           6  Q.   And if you don't recall the general crux of the report, you



           7       can say that.



           8  A.   Yeah.  I mean, there were no findings, I guess.



           9  Q.   There was no finding against Professor Akbulut; correct?



          10  A.   Correct.



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Thank you.  Now I really, really



          12       have nothing further.



          13                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Then I suggest that we stop



          14       here.



          15                    MS. KELLEY:  Can we let the witness go or do you



          16       have questions?



          17                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Well, are you going to --



          18                    DR. PROMISLOW:  No.



          19                    MS. KELLEY:  No, we do not.  We have no



          20       redirect.



          21                    DR. SMITH:  No questions.



          22                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Then we'll let the witness go.



          23                    (Recess taken at 12:36 p.m.)



          24                    (Back on the record at 1:31 p.m.)



          25                           RICHARD J. HENSH
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           1                    (At 1:31 p.m., called by Dr. Promislow and sworn



           2                    by the reporter, testified as follows)



           3                          DIRECT EXAMINATION



           4  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           5  Q.   Would you please state your full name for the record?



           6  A.   Richard J. Hensh.



           7  Q.   Can you give us your background at MSU and why it relates to



           8       this process we're here for today?



           9  A.   I'm a senior teaching specialist and assistant to the chair.



          10       Obviously I have teaching duties.  My duties as assistant to



          11       the chair, I provide the department with data.  I query data



          12       whenever asked, whenever I'm asked.  And I'm also the



          13       supervisor of the staff.



          14                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm sorry.  I could not hear the



          15       last like half of that sentence.



          16  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          17  Q.   Could you pull the microphone close to you?



          18  A.   I'm sorry.



          19  Q.   The acoustics in here are super deadening.  You almost have



          20       to eat the microphone.



          21                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I couldn't hear who you were



          22       supervising.



          23  A.   The staff.  Specifically Beth Koivisto reports directly to



          24       me, the finance officer.



          25  BY DR. PROMISLOW:
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           1  Q.   How long have you been at MSU?



           2  A.   As an instructor, since 1994.



           3  Q.   I'm going to hand you a document that has already been



           4       admitted as CP-18.  It's Tab 13.1F.  Everyone with me?  Rick,



           5       do you recognize this document?



           6  A.   Yes.



           7  Q.   Can you remind us of the date it was sent and if you could



           8       verify briefly just the contents?  We've all seen it before.



           9                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to the form



          10       of the question.  That's a compound question.



          11  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          12  Q.   Can you give us the date?



          13  A.   It's dated May 5th -- excuse me.  May 17th, 2016.



          14  Q.   And the content particularly of the third -- the email at the



          15       bottom and the second emails?



          16  A.   The one that begins "Dear Carolyn"?



          17  Q.   The one that begins, yes, "Dear Carolyn."  At the bottom of



          18       the first page.



          19  A.   Okay.  This is an email from Selman Akbulut to our person



          20       that's in charge of NSF funds, among other things, Carolyn



          21       Wemple, asking for balances in one or more of Professor



          22       Akbulut's NSF grants.



          23  Q.   Did I ask you to take action about these emails?



          24  A.   Yes.



          25  Q.   Can you tell us what the action was?
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           1  A.   You asked me to figure out some way that Carolyn would not



           2       see these emails.  So what we did with Carolyn's permission,



           3       and I made sure that I informed you and Beth, we set up an



           4       email filter so that emails that had certain key words, like



           5       abrogation, would not -- Carolyn would not see them.  They



           6       would be forwarded to me and then I would convey the question



           7       to Carolyn.



           8  Q.   So was the filter successful?



           9  A.   Initially I thought it would be, but Carolyn needed to



          10       receive certain correspondence from Selman that were not



          11       related to this particular question and so setting it up was



          12       difficult.  It was somewhat successful but not completely



          13       successful.



          14  Q.   When did you start?



          15  A.   Shortly after.  Sometime during -- during this time period.



          16       Roughly in the month of May 2016.



          17  Q.   Okay.  Can you explain to us why -- was it communicated to



          18       you why the filter should be put in place?



          19  A.   Yes.  I was aware of the situation that was -- that was



          20       ongoing, the situation being that Selman had continued to ask



          21       Carolyn effectively the same question over and over, phrasing



          22       it a somewhat different way.  In addition to that, he also



          23       indirectly -- he also sent out correspondences related to



          24       this issue, Abrogation of Duty, for example, that was sent to



          25       the entire department, which she receives email from, and
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           1       also from time to time the staff was copied and she received



           2       emails.  She's a staff person, so she received those emails



           3       as well.



           4  Q.   I guess I don't have to move to admit.  That's already



           5       admitted.  So I'm going to hand you another binder tab here.



           6       It's Tab 11.11G.  I'll take that one.  Do you recognize this



           7       document, Rick?



           8  A.   I do.



           9  Q.   Can you describe it for us?



          10  A.   This is my letter dated April 21st, 2018, to members of the



          11       University Committee on Faculty Affairs detailing two



          12       instances concerning Professor Akbulut's interactions with



          13       the math department staff.



          14  Q.   Can you loosely describe it for us?



          15  A.   The first incident involves Professor Akbulut discovering



          16       that the department would no longer provide postage stamps



          17       for anybody, and then he followed that up with an email to



          18       the entire department upset about the new policy, and it was



          19       just -- it was something that he had done before, but this



          20       was the instance that I could recall specifically, so I



          21       included it in my letter.  It was -- the summary of that



          22       particular issue was -- it was, in my opinion, his effort to



          23       bully the staff.  That's all I need to say about that one.



          24       The second one?



          25  Q.   If you want to add something.
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           1  A.   Not to the first one.  Okay.  The second incident is a little



           2       bit -- it focuses on the issue that you asked about earlier.



           3       The emails that were sent to Carolyn directly or indirectly



           4       had been ongoing since sometime in 2014.  I was asked --



           5       excuse me.  I was under the impression or I understood



           6       specifically, I think I saw the email, that Selman was



           7       directed to stop sending Carolyn emails about the Abrogation



           8       of Duty issue and then emails in general, and when he



           9       refused, then I set up this email filter that I described



          10       earlier.



          11  Q.   So is there anything about the interaction between Carolyn



          12       and Selman that you observed directly or perceived that was



          13       most troubling to you?



          14  A.   Once the email filter was in place, the email messages along



          15       this line, this Abrogation of Duty email, would come into my



          16       inbox and it was very disheartening.  I saw the letters as



          17       basically an attack, and the thing that made it all the more



          18       toxic, in my opinion, was that everybody seemed to be copied



          19       on these emails.  It wasn't always the case, but it happened



          20       sufficiently often enough where the staff, the chair,



          21       sometimes the dean of the college, on occasion the president



          22       of the university.  Carolyn had been undergoing a second



          23       round of chemotherapy during this period, and just speaking



          24       from my own personal experience I know the effect it had on



          25       me.  I can't imagine how it would be to somebody who's going
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           1       through chemotherapy.  So I tried to do the best I could to



           2       make sure this filter worked because I didn't see any other



           3       way around the situation.



           4                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'd like to move to admit.



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I have no objection.



           6                    MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION:



           7                    CHARGING PARTY EXHIBIT 66



           8                    1:42 p.m.



           9  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          10  Q.   What would it mean to you personally if Selman remains in the



          11       department?



          12  A.   Let me answer that question two ways.  If he remained in the



          13       department and continued to send the emails as he had



          14       throughout the years, it's very disruptive.  It's -- it's --



          15       it's a toxic atmosphere.  On the other hand, if the emails do



          16       not continue, I don't have a -- I don't have a problem.  The



          17       email issue and the badgering of the staff is my primary



          18       concern, and there is no indication that that will stop based



          19       on since 2014.



          20                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Thanks.  I have no further



          21       questions.



          22                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Cross.



          23                          CROSS-EXAMINATION



          24  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          25  Q.   Good afternoon, Mr. Hensh.  My name is Amy Doukoure.  I'm an
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           1       attorney.  I'm representing Professor Akbulut in this matter.



           2       Is it okay if I sit?



           3  A.   Yes.



           4  Q.   Okay.  I have very few questions for you.



           5                    With regards to the filter that you put on



           6       Carolyn Wemple's emails, was Professor Akbulut made aware of



           7       that filter before you had done it, if you know?



           8  A.   I don't know.



           9  Q.   You didn't tell him, though?



          10  A.   I did not.



          11  Q.   Okay.  Once that -- those emails were filtered to your email



          12       address, did you forward them on to Carolyn Wemple?



          13  A.   Not directly.  Sometimes I would rephrase the question and



          14       send it on to her so that there was less -- just so it stated



          15       some facts.  In particular I didn't forward it on to Carolyn



          16       if the email contained information that was essentially sent



          17       to her at some earlier time.



          18  Q.   Okay.  Did anybody -- I want to be very specific.  Once those



          19       emails were filtered to your email address, did anybody



          20       provide a response to Professor Akbulut's emails that you



          21       determined that you would not forward on to Carolyn Wemple?



          22  A.   No.  Unless -- unless the information was new.



          23  Q.   I'm sorry?



          24  A.   Unless the information -- unless the request was new and --



          25       so there's -- there's two possibilities.  That's one
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           1       possibility.  The other possibility --



           2  Q.   Let me clarify.  I'm not asking you whether or not she



           3       refused to do --



           4  A.   No, no.  Okay.  Clarify.



           5  Q.   Yeah.  I'm not asking you that.  I'm just asking you the



           6       emails that ask her questions that you failed to forward on



           7       to Carolyn Wemple, whether those emails were ever responded



           8       to.



           9  A.   Sometimes I responded to them.



          10  Q.   With regards to questions about his grant in 2014, did



          11       anybody respond to those emails?



          12  A.   From time to time, yes.



          13  Q.   The bulk of them, were they responded to?



          14  A.   I don't know the answer to that.



          15  Q.   With regards to -- strike that.



          16                    Are you aware of a situation where Carolyn



          17       Wemple was asked about $5,000 that was paid for Mr. Asadi's



          18       health insurance?



          19  A.   I don't recall that specific instance.



          20  Q.   Okay.  I'm going to give you an exhibit.  If you can give me



          21       one second to get that exhibit.



          22                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to hand this witness



          23       what's marked as CP-63.  It is the last page of what was in



          24       the binder Tab 11b, as in boy.



          25  BY MS. DOUKOURE:
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           1  Q.   Have you had a chance to review the document?



           2  A.   Yes.



           3  Q.   Do you recall whether or not you've ever seen this email



           4       before?



           5  A.   I can't be a hundred percent sure, but I don't recall this



           6       document.



           7  Q.   The date of this document is April 23rd, 2017, at 7:14 p.m.



           8       Is that before or after the filter was put on Carolyn



           9       Wemple's email?



          10  A.   After.



          11  Q.   Have you read the document now that I've given it to you?



          12  A.   Yes.



          13  Q.   Do you believe this document may have been filtered from



          14       Carolyn Wemple's email?



          15  A.   I don't know.  Since I didn't see it, it's possible that it



          16       was not filtered.



          17  Q.   So you don't know if he was ever provided a response to this



          18       email?



          19  A.   I cannot verify one way or the other.



          20  Q.   That's fair.  In your letter you reference an incident



          21       regarding Professor Akbulut requesting postage stamps?



          22  A.   Correct.



          23  Q.   And then finding out that the department no longer provided



          24       postage stamps for mail.  That's the incident we're speaking



          25       of?
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           1  A.   Correct.



           2  Q.   Was that a new policy?



           3  A.   It was not an official policy one way or the other.



           4  Q.   Had the department provided postage stamps to professors when



           5       they had asked for it before?



           6  A.   The department did not.  The staff -- I understand that the



           7       stamps came by way of courtesy from one or more of the staff



           8       members.



           9  Q.   Out of their pocket or out of stamps they had pursuant to



          10       their job functions?



          11  A.   No.  They -- I should be clear.  The -- at least when I used



          12       that facility, I -- I gave money for the stamps, so it was



          13       a -- we just bought them there from them.



          14  Q.   From them?



          15  A.   They weren't -- they weren't given gratis.  At least to me,



          16       so . . .



          17  Q.   So if Professor Akbulut had gotten stamps before and there's



          18       not an official policy and now there's a new policy, that



          19       might have been a surprise to him?



          20  A.   Yes.



          21  Q.   It might have led to a complaint or two about the fact that



          22       he could no longer, you know, stamp things in the office?



          23  A.   I myself was subject to the same policy.  I was surprised.



          24       And when I discovered the policy, I went out and bought my



          25       own stamps and just kept them in my office.
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           1  Q.   But there could have been somebody complaining or grumbling



           2       about it?



           3  A.   Correct.



           4                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I have no further questions.



           5                    MR. REIFENBERG:  No further questions?



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  No.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Redirect?



           8                         REDIRECT EXAMINATION



           9  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          10  Q.   So, Rick, once the filter was in place, did you and Beth



          11       Gagnier effectively assume joint responsibility for Professor



          12       Akbulut's post award services on his grants?



          13  A.   Not for all of them.  Just for the ones that were -- well,



          14       let me -- let me rephrase that.  We effectively worked on his



          15       post grants -- we assumed that responsibility, but I never



          16       really asked for clarification from Carolyn.  There were some



          17       correspondences that she needed to continue with Selman.



          18       That's why we didn't -- at least she had no objection,



          19       because we didn't filter out everything.  It would have been



          20       so much easier to set up the filter if we had filtered out



          21       all these emails but she didn't want that.



          22  Q.   Can you just give us an estimate how many emails the filter



          23       captured?



          24  A.   In the time span starting in May of 2016 through I think



          25       November with -- most of November, there were at least 16
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           1       emails that had the words "abrogation" or "abrogation of



           2       duty" that Carolyn received directly or indirectly.  That's



           3       what she was copied on.  I didn't search -- I didn't count



           4       any other sources of emails.



           5                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Thank you.



           6                    MR. REIFENBERG:  So these are the ones that were



           7       captured by the filter in 2016?



           8                    THE WITNESS:  That's correct.



           9                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Yes.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Any other questions?



          11                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'm done.



          12                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I guess you're excused.



          13                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Okay.  We have no other



          14       witnesses at this time.



          15                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Are you ready to present yours?



          16                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Sure.  Can I have like two



          17       seconds to switch gears?  Actually I know it's a little bit



          18       early, seven minutes early.  Should we break now and come



          19       back and start?



          20                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I'm sorry?



          21                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I said it's seven minutes before



          22       we're supposed to take a break, so I was going to say if we



          23       can break seven minutes early and then come back, that may be



          24       more logical.



          25                    MR. REIFENBERG:  That makes sense.
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Okay.  Thank you.



           2                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Can I just ask a procedural



           3       question?  In between the end of their witness testimony and



           4       the rebuttal case is there a break or is this -- or is -- I



           5       just don't know how the process works.  Do we just follow



           6       immediately?  I'm just wondering about binder -- files for



           7       binders, do those need to be prepared now or completed now or



           8       if there's new --



           9                    MR. REIFENBERG:  You mean final --



          10                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Finalization of the rebuttal



          11       binder.  When does that need to be completed?  I simply don't



          12       know.



          13                    DR. SMITH:  Yeah.  Because I have a binder that



          14       was delivered to me, just last week I got it, and is that



          15       binder complete or are there some other things that will come



          16       for that?



          17                    MS. YERMAK:  That's complete.



          18                    DR. SMITH:  That is complete, so nothing else



          19       will be added?



          20                    DR. PROMISLOW:  That's the charging binder.



          21                    DR. SMITH:  No, no.  The respondent.



          22                    MS. DOUKOURE:  So that's our binder.  And it's



          23       almost complete.  We have at least one rebuttal document that



          24       we will be submitting that I spoke about earlier.



          25                    DR. SMITH:  Maybe you can just provide that as
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           1       an additional item.



           2                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I will.



           3                    DR. SMITH:  Yeah.  Not a problem.  Yeah.  It's



           4       not a problem at all.



           5                    (Discussion off the record at 1:54 p.m.)



           6                    (Back on the record at 1:55 p.m.)



           7                    MS. KELLEY:  I think the question was do you



           8       need to have the rebuttal exhibits in advance, and no.  You



           9       will get them at the start of our rebuttal case.  That makes



          10       sense; right?



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I mean, you can't have a rebuttal



          12       before a --



          13                    MS. KELLEY:  Right.



          14                    DR. PROMISLOW:  It doesn't happen before that.



          15                    MS. KELLEY:  No.



          16                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I think, yeah, that would put an



          17       undue burden on you.  We'd have to guess.



          18                    MR. REIFENBERG:  All right.  So then we're going



          19       to take a break.



          20                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Okay.  Thank you.



          21                    (Recess taken at 1:55 p.m.)



          22                    (Back on the record at 2:10 p.m.)



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Administratively, it's my



          24       understanding that I get to make oral arguments now; correct?



          25                    MR. REIFENBERG:  You can make an opening.
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Would you prefer if I stand to



           2       make opening arguments?



           3                    DR. SMITH:  You're fine there as long as we can



           4       hear you.



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I find this microphone to be a



           6       lot easier to use than that one, but if the panel feels it's



           7       more respectful to stand, I will do that.



           8                    So this proceeding has convened and has taken



           9       place over several days now in an attempt to show that



          10       Professor Akbulut's conduct has brought a level of, the



          11       allegations are disharmony and disrepute to the math



          12       department.  The problem that was faced by Professor Akbulut



          13       has been characterized by the charging party as minimal,



          14       something he should have gotten over relatively quickly, and



          15       that he had had enough process.  Due to testimony of the



          16       defense witnesses, it will become evident to this panel that



          17       there was already an environment of a level of toxicity in



          18       the math department that was present prior to Professor



          19       Akbulut's Abrogation of Duty Penalty that resulted from



          20       several discrepancies and several abnormalities that had



          21       happened in the department, including what appears to be



          22       appointments that were not in conjunction with the bylaws as



          23       required.  It will also become evident that there is some



          24       credible evidence that many of the allegations against



          25       Professor Akbulut for the Abrogation of Duty Penalty were
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           1       either misinterpreted or misrepresented to the panels that



           2       were deciding those issues, that credence was not given to



           3       Professor Akbulut regarding the amount of money that he --



           4       that was available within his funds for the NSF with which to



           5       pay the tuition for certain students that would put him over



           6       the cap.  There will also be evidence that there, in fact,



           7       was another student who had wished to apply who was denied



           8       because she applied several minutes too late.  There will be



           9       evidence put forth that he, in fact, did teach the exact



          10       class that was canceled.  There will be evidence put forth



          11       that he had a 1-2 teaching load for the year that he was



          12       supposed to -- for the year that this took place, meaning he



          13       was teaching one in the fall and two in the spring, and he



          14       did, in fact, teach two courses in the spring.



          15                    There will be evidence of other corruption that



          16       took place by persons within the department who had the



          17       ability to affect raises, that had the ability to affect



          18       class assignments, and that had the ability to affect the



          19       overall atmosphere in the department as well as the ability



          20       to influence negatively inferences and understandings about



          21       my client's behavior and personality and that that person



          22       did, in fact, do other things to try to bring disrepute to



          23       Professor Akbulut, including changing registration numbers on



          24       classes, not the actual number of people who registered but



          25       the registration numbers, and also tampering with student
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           1       evaluation forms to provide lower student evaluations for



           2       Professor Akbulut than was actually ascribed by students



           3       themselves.



           4                    All of these things we will argue and we will



           5       present evidence led to a certain amount of mistrust on



           6       behalf of Professor Akbulut towards the department and



           7       towards the process that he received.  Evidence will indicate



           8       that Professor Akbulut was not trying to harass or intimidate



           9       people but rather just to clear his name, remove blemishes



          10       from his academic record that were put there, and try to



          11       bring a level of transparency to the goings-on in the



          12       department that had not been there before and to expose some



          13       of the corruption that had taken place that was leading to



          14       other -- himself and other department members to feel that



          15       there was a level of corruption in the math department and a



          16       level of hostility towards certain members of the math



          17       department in favor of other members.



          18                    We're really here today because Professor



          19       Promislow was criticized for his actions because he made a



          20       mistake, and instead of clearing up that mistake, he doubled



          21       down on it by continuing to bring processes, continuing to



          22       inflame people in the department against my client, to



          23       continue to speak with members and get them -- of the



          24       department and get them on his side.  You've heard testimony



          25       to that already.  We are really here because Professor
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           1       Promislow, as expressed in his own testimony here today --



           2       not today but during this proceeding, sees in pictures, so



           3       sometimes he says things that are not necessarily accurate



           4       and then he cannot admit his inaccuracies and instead tries



           5       to clear them up by putting other inaccuracies and pointing



           6       the fingers at other people about why they don't just get



           7       over things.



           8                    This is not something that Professor Akbulut



           9       took lightly.  He has a long history at MSU, as you've



          10       already heard and you will continue to hear, where he is a



          11       renowned mathematician whom students appreciate taking his



          12       class.  He is well-published.  He has brought money into the



          13       university.  Before this Abrogation of Duty Penalty there has



          14       been no testimony that anybody has had any negative



          15       interactions with Professor Akbulut.  In fact, many of the



          16       people who have testified so far have stated they came to



          17       Michigan State University in the math department because of



          18       Professor Akbulut.  And we will put further testimony on over



          19       the next course of the next couple of days that continues to



          20       talk about the positive impact that Professor Akbulut has had



          21       on the math department, on the reputation of MSU, on his



          22       colleagues, and on graduate students who ultimately got their



          23       Ph.D. doing research under Professor Akbulut.



          24                    And with that, I'd like to call my first



          25       witness.  I'm calling Ustun Yildirim.
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           1                    MS. KELLEY:  And I don't believe this witness



           2       was on our Witness List.  It was on the Amended Witness List



           3       which was provided late.



           4                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm assuming that's an objection



           5       despite the fact that I didn't hear one.



           6                    MS. KELLEY:  It's an objection.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Did you hear the objection?



           8                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I did not, but I heard an



           9       objection now.  This witness is -- was provided to the panel



          10       on time.  There was an issue possibly with service of the



          11       charging party, but the regulations say it must be provided



          12       by the panel -- all things must be submitted to the panel by



          13       August 2nd.  This was in my binder which was received by the



          14       panel on August 2nd.



          15                    MS. KELLEY:  Your guidelines state that five



          16       sets of all exhibits and five sets of Witness Lists shall be



          17       filed with Kara Yermak with a copy to the opposing party by



          18       five p.m. on Friday, August 2nd.



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  And I believe you're the only



          20       person who may not have gotten that because of a clerical



          21       error, and there's no prejudice here and there's no prejudice



          22       to providing a witness late.



          23                    MS. KELLEY:  There's no such prejudice in the



          24       guidelines.



          25                    MR. REIFENBERG:  When was the final Witness List
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           1       provided to her?



           2                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I provided it to her yesterday I



           3       think.



           4                    MS. KELLEY:  I take it -- I don't know.



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Yesterday or the day before.  I



           6       provided it by email yesterday or the day before.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  When were you made aware of the



           8       fact that she hadn't gotten it?



           9                    MS. DOUKOURE:  The day before that.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Is there any other information



          11       we need?  Now, can you tell me in terms of the fact that



          12       you're challenging these witness lists what harm exists



          13       because of the delay for qualification purposes?



          14                    MS. KELLEY:  Well, we don't know that they were



          15       going to testify, so, you know, all of that that goes with



          16       it.



          17                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I'm just trying to see what the



          18       effect of the late presentation was.



          19                    DR. PROMISLOW:  It's an impact to our



          20       preparation.



          21                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  I'm sorry?



          22                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Our ability to prepare.



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  My Witness List is not required



          24       to provide any content regarding the substance of the



          25       testimony.  Only theirs is.  Therefore, they have a name.
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           1       They don't know what my witness is going to testify.  I'm not



           2       sure how much their preparation has been affected by late



           3       notice.  Not a single document is going to be entered under



           4       this witness.  Not a single document that we provided to this



           5       panel or to Ms. Kelley or the charging party bears this



           6       witness's name.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  So the only information that



           8       was given to them late was the Witness List?



           9                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's correct.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Not the documents?



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  All those documents are documents



          12       they've had for months because they were provided at the



          13       initial hearing, pre hearing I think it was actually called.



          14                    MR. REIFENBERG:  What remedies are you



          15       proposing?



          16                    MS. KELLEY:  That they not be allowed to



          17       testify.  There are two witnesses who were originally listed.



          18       That's who we expected would be testifying here at this



          19       hearing.



          20                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I'm just trying to clarify



          21       where you're going with this.  So you want us to strike the



          22       last two witnesses?



          23                    MS. KELLEY:  Unless of course, you know, they



          24       are rebuttal witnesses -- or surrebuttal witnesses.  Then she



          25       would be allowed to bring new witnesses.  So I would expect
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           1       that the two witnesses that we timely received notice of



           2       would testify.  Anybody beyond that would have to be a



           3       surrebuttal witness to be a new witness.  Does that make



           4       sense?



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  No.  But there's been a lot of



           6       discussion here --



           7                    MS. KELLEY:  I was addressing the hearing



           8       committee.  I'm trying to be polite.  I think I've been



           9       accused of being very impolite.  So . . .



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  All I was asking you --



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm sorry.  My answer was not to



          12       you.  I wasn't telling you no.  That was not my intent.  My



          13       intent was not to say no, it's no clear.  My intent was to



          14       say no, that's not accurate.  But for clarity, there's been a



          15       lot of discussion here about what grad students know or



          16       didn't know and discussed and how it impacted grad students.



          17       This student was a grad student during this time.  He will be



          18       testifying in rebuttal to comments made specifically by



          19       Kalfagianni.  Specifically he can rebut statements that she



          20       made about grad students as well as other comments made about



          21       what other grad students knew.



          22                    MR. REIFENBERG:  It's the decision of the



          23       hearing committee to deny the objection and to allow the



          24       witnesses.



          25                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Thank you.
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           1                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can I just ask you another



           2       question?  This isn't the -- you asked us about a person who



           3       was flying in on Friday.  Is that still --



           4                    MS. DOUKOURE:  He was leaving on Friday.  We do



           5       have somebody who is flying in from Russia who will not be



           6       available to testify until four p.m. Friday because he is --



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I was just confused about.



           8                    MS. DOUKOURE:  No.  He was supposed to be



           9       leaving -- he's the one that I asked if we could have first



          10       in case we didn't start before Friday.



          11                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Okay.



          12                    MS. KELLEY:  I apologize.  Just a clarification.



          13       So all of the witnesses on the Amended Witness List will be



          14       allowed to testify in the faculty member's case?



          15                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Yes.



          16                    MS. KELLEY:  Okay.



          17                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Is this a student or former



          18       student?



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Former student.



          20                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Then, Kara, can you close the



          21       doors?  Because the courtroom has to be closed.



          22                            USTUN YILDIRIM



          23                    (At 2:27 p.m., called by Ms. Doukoure and sworn



          24                    by the reporter, testified as follows)



          25                          DIRECT EXAMINATION
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           1  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           2  Q.   Can you please state your name and spell it for the record?



           3  A.   My name is Ustun Yildirim.  It's spelled U-S-T-U-N,



           4       Y-I-L-D-I-R-I-M.



           5  Q.   And how are you associated with Michigan State University?



           6  A.   I was a Ph.D. student here.



           7  Q.   When were you a Ph.D. student here?



           8  A.   Sorry?



           9  Q.   When?  What years?



          10  A.   I start my Ph.D. study here in the fall of 2012 and I



          11       graduated 2018, like fall 2018.



          12  Q.   Are you familiar with Professor Akbulut?



          13  A.   Yes, I am.



          14  Q.   How are you familiar with Professor Akbulut?



          15  A.   I was his student.  He was my advisor.  We also did research



          16       together.  He's my collaborator as well.



          17  Q.   And how do you find -- did you know anything about Professor



          18       Akbulut prior to coming to Michigan State?



          19  A.   I mean, I heard of his research, yeah.  But not a lot of



          20       details.  Like he's -- like he's a very famous foremost



          21       researcher in the world.



          22  Q.   And when you came to Michigan State, how did you find



          23       Professor Akbulut's teachings?



          24  A.   I find that he was like real dedicated to mathematics, and



          25       like because I wanted to be a really good mathematician, I
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           1       thought he was -- he has to be my advisor.  Basically that's



           2       like how I decided to be his student.



           3  Q.   And while he was advising you, did you develop a relationship



           4       with Professor Akbulut?



           5  A.   Sure.  I mean, like yeah.  Like we were -- I mean, of course



           6       we -- like we became friends.  I mean, we would go to like --



           7       you know, have dinners or I would go to his house.  Yeah.



           8  Q.   Overall if you had to describe Professor Akbulut's character,



           9       how would you describe it?



          10  A.   I mean, as I said, he's a very dedicated mathematician and



          11       he's -- he's always like truthful.  He -- he -- he has a --



          12       like he like pursues truth at any cost.



          13  Q.   He pursues truth at any cost?



          14  A.   Yeah.



          15  Q.   Did you have any interactions with anybody else in the math



          16       department besides Professor Akbulut?



          17  A.   Yes.  Graduate director, Jon Wolfson, for example.  I mean,



          18       of course I took many classes.  You know, I -- I took my



          19       comprehensive exam, and in my committee there were like four



          20       professors.  I took -- I mean, I defended my thesis and there



          21       were like four professors there, so yeah, there were other



          22       people as well.



          23  Q.   Can you characterize your interactions with Professor



          24       Wolfson?



          25  A.   Yeah.  So like, I mean, I took his -- first of all, like he
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           1       was a graduate director, so like whenever we had some sort



           2       of, I mean, question about like my studies, I would, you



           3       know, go ask him about that, and I also took a course from



           4       him.  It was a geometry class.  And in that class I noticed



           5       that he was like not really treating students equally.  In



           6       fact -- I mean, there were only a few students.  I remember



           7       four students right now, but I don't remember if there were



           8       maybe some -- like maybe one or two more possibly.  Maybe



           9       not.  And like basically there was only one student that he



          10       was like clearly favoring and all the others were, I mean,



          11       basically discriminated.



          12  Q.   If you can recall, how many students took that class with



          13       you?



          14  A.   I mean, I remember four students.



          15  Q.   Is that a typical number of students to be in a graduate



          16       studies class?



          17  A.   Yeah.  I mean, yeah.  Four is typical.



          18  Q.   Do you recall any time that there was less than four students



          19       in a graduate studies class?



          20  A.   Yes.  But, I mean, usually -- I mean, so like normally



          21       courses are only -- like other than the year -- like 2000 --



          22       I mean, before 2015 like the courses would run with like less



          23       than five people.  Four people would be okay for the course



          24       to start, like as far as I can remember.  And even then



          25       people would drop the courses and, you know, over time like
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           1       people would -- I mean, the courses would run with less than



           2       four people.



           3  Q.   When was the last school year that you took an actual class



           4       at MSU?



           5  A.   I mean, I believe in my last year I was only taking



           6       dissertation credits.  I mean, I really don't remember, but



           7       it's probably like 2016.  Like, I mean, excluding the



           8       dissertation credits.



           9  Q.   You took classes in Turkey?  Is that what you're saying?



          10  A.   No.  No.



          11  Q.   I didn't hear what you said, so I'm trying to clarify.



          12  A.   In 2016, like 2016 was probably the last year I took actual



          13       classes.



          14  Q.   And you started -- so before 2015, if you can recall, how



          15       long did you have to register for spring classes?



          16  A.   Sorry?



          17  Q.   How long?  How late on the calendar year did you register for



          18       spring classes prior to 2015?



          19  A.   Like how long?  Sorry.  I'm not --



          20  Q.   So the calendar year runs from September -- I mean, I'm



          21       sorry.  The academic year runs from September to May of the



          22       next year.



          23  A.   Right.



          24  Q.   The spring semester would be starting in January.



          25  A.   Right.







                                         135

�











           1  Q.   How long did you have before -- or when was the -- do you



           2       remember what the cutoff was to register for classes?



           3  A.   That I don't really remember.  Yeah.



           4  Q.   Do you remember if it was summertime, if it was wintertime?



           5  A.   For -- for fall classes?



           6  Q.   For spring classes.



           7  A.   For spring classes?  I mean, it was not summertime.  But I



           8       can't remember when in the fall.



           9                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Just for some information, are



          10       you talking about the course taught by Wolfson?



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm sorry.  Right now we're



          12       talking just generally.



          13                    DR. SMITH:  But you were?



          14                    MS. DOUKOURE:  We were, yes.



          15                    DR. SMITH:  And can we have the course name,



          16       number, and semester, please?



          17  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          18  Q.   If you remember, the course name, number, and semester of the



          19       class you took with Professor Wolfson.



          20  A.   Okay.  I mean, so I took the geometric analysis course.  I



          21       mean, like unfortunately I don't remember those details, but



          22       of course they're in my, you know, transcript.  I can easily



          23       look it up.



          24                    DR. SMITH:  I'm just curious about what semester



          25       that was.
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           1  A.   I believe it was in like 2014, but I'm not entirely sure.



           2  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           3  Q.   Do you recall if it was a winter or spring semester class?



           4  A.   Sorry.  I can't --



           5  Q.   Do you recall if it was a winter or spring semester class?



           6  A.   I don't recall.



           7  Q.   Okay.  That's fine.  Have you had any interactions with



           8       Professor Promislow?



           9  A.   I mean, just like mainly just small talks and -- yeah.  Yeah.



          10       Mainly just small talks basically.



          11  Q.   Do you know what his role is in the university?



          12  A.   What is that?



          13  Q.   Do you know what Professor Promislow's role is in the math



          14       department?



          15  A.   Yeah.  I mean, he -- he served as the chair, department chair



          16       in recent years.



          17  Q.   Did he ever inquire about your research?



          18  A.   No.



          19  Q.   While you were studying at MSU, did you become familiar with



          20       the overall environment in the math department?



          21  A.   I mean, yes, I did.



          22  Q.   Can you describe for this panel what the overall atmosphere



          23       was like in the math department?



          24  A.   So, I mean, initially, I mean, like in my first like maybe



          25       one or two years I thought like everything was, you know,
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           1       good.  There were no problems.  I didn't, you know, notice



           2       anything specifically.  And over time I was hearing like many



           3       stories from students who said that they were like being



           4       discriminated and so on, and I still didn't experience



           5       anything personal until basically my last year, which at that



           6       point I -- I mean, I applied for -- for a dissertation



           7       continuation fellowship.  This is like summer 2017.  And I



           8       was denied that fellowship, and I asked like what was the



           9       reason for that, and they told me that only dissertation



          10       completion fellowships were granted, and -- but I know for a



          11       fact that the chair's student at the time applied for



          12       dissertation continuation fellowship, and I asked her about



          13       this again whether I'm -- like maybe I'm misremembering, so I



          14       asked her, and she said that she can testify about that, that



          15       she applied for the continuation fellowship, but,



          16       nevertheless, she got dissertation completion fellowship.  So



          17       that's when I realized for sure, you know, from firsthand



          18       that there's something wrong in the department.



          19  Q.   And whose student was that?



          20  A.   The student who got the fellowship?



          21  Q.   That's correct.



          22  A.   That's department chair's, Keith Promislow's student.



          23  Q.   And Keith Promislow's student got a fellowship?



          24  A.   Yes.  There were a couple of other students as well who got



          25       the dissertation completion fellowships, but I don't know
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           1       about their detail.  I didn't ask them whether they applied



           2       for actually for completion or continuation.



           3  Q.   Was her situation similar to yours with regards to where she



           4       was at in the process for her dissertation?



           5  A.   She actually graduated like one year -- I think she just



           6       graduated like this year.  So like she graduated after I did.



           7       So she was -- I mean, when I applied, I was in my fifth year



           8       and I believe she was in her fourth year, so like I was at --



           9       like I was closer to writing a dissertation.



          10  Q.   And it's your testimony that they told you you're not



          11       qualified?



          12  A.   No.  They just -- what they said was only -- well, what they



          13       said was only dissertation completion fellowships were



          14       granted.  However, I double-checked with her to make sure



          15       like -- because beforehand she told me that she was also



          16       applying for the dissertation continuation fellowship, so I



          17       just double-checked with her and she told me again that she



          18       actually applied for a continuation fellowship, but,



          19       nevertheless, she actually got completion fellowship.  Like



          20       something that she did not apply for initially.  Yeah.



          21  Q.   Other than that situation, is there anything about your time



          22       at MSU in the math department that stands out?



          23  A.   Well, I mean, like of course -- so after like Selman got



          24       penalized for like -- had this like salary, you know,



          25       deduction penalty, he was asking like for like proper like
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           1       assessment of the whole process and basically people were



           2       ignoring him.  That was also the case.  Like in the whole --



           3       like almost everybody in the department was ignoring him.



           4  Q.   Did that event -- if at all, how did those events shape your



           5       time here at MSU?



           6  A.   Oh.  I mean, it was like really, really bad.  Like it had



           7       really, really bad effects on me actually.  I mean, I was --



           8       like all my life I wanted to be like a really good



           9       mathematician, and like just in my last year like with all



          10       the events that were happening I started thinking about like



          11       quitting mathematics basically, and it's like a life-changing



          12       event for me.  It impacted me deeply.



          13  Q.   Did you feel that Professor Akbulut was treated fairly with



          14       regards to that penalty?



          15  A.   I don't think so.  Because like -- I mean, basically they



          16       just ignored him.  Like there's no way that can be like fair



          17       treatment.



          18  Q.   In spring of 2015 do you recall which courses that you took?



          19  A.   Spring 2015?



          20  Q.   Yes.



          21  A.   I remember taking Selman's special topics and topology course



          22       which whose subtitle was like 4-Manifolds and Seiberg-Witten



          23       equations, which -- and Seiberg-Witten equations is part of



          24       my thesis, by the way.  That's the title actually.  So I



          25       definitely remember that course.  I mean, right now I don't
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           1       remember any specific course like, I mean, specific for that



           2       semester.



           3  Q.   Did you suffer any -- I'm going to strike the word "suffer."



           4                    Can you describe for us the registration process



           5       for registering for Professor Akbulut's Math 996 course that



           6       you just talked about, please?



           7  A.   Right.  So there was a link on the department's website.



           8       It's -- I guess it was called like -- like override request.



           9       Like you would click on that link and you would enter the



          10       details, like course code and like the professor you want to



          11       work with and like the section number, like your preferred



          12       section number.  Of course there was only one section.



          13       And -- oh, I guess maybe there were two sections.  But,



          14       anyway, so like you fill out that form and you submit that



          15       and -- but I don't know how that works afterwards like.  I



          16       don't know where that request goes to.



          17  Q.   Did you follow that process to register for that class?



          18  A.   Yes.



          19  Q.   Is there anything that stands out in your mind about anything



          20       that happened after you registered for that class?



          21  A.   I mean, personally I didn't have any -- like I was able to



          22       enroll in that class, like I didn't -- like personally I was



          23       able to enroll in that class.



          24  Q.   Did you receive any later correspondence regarding that class



          25       from the enrollment office?
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           1  A.   Enrollment office?  I -- I mean, I -- like does that include



           2       like graduate office or, I mean, graduate --



           3  Q.   It includes any correspondences that you may have received --



           4  A.   Yeah.  Yes, I did.  Yeah.



           5  Q.   And what was the substance of those correspondences?



           6  A.   So basically they were saying that like the -- there were not



           7       enough like enrolled students at the time of the deadline and



           8       because of that like the course was going to be canceled, but



           9       when I -- I mean, like -- but when I talked with my friends,



          10       there were like -- like five people who were interested in



          11       taking this class, and, I mean, in fact, we -- we did, you



          12       know -- like we -- this course meets regularly actually with



          13       like five registered students, and at the time actually we



          14       wrote affidavits for stating that like five of us actually



          15       took this course and this course ran.



          16  Q.   Would it have affected your research if this course was not



          17       able to run?



          18  A.   Yes.  Definitely.  I mean, as I said, the subtitle of this



          19       course is actually part of my thesis.



          20  Q.   Did you do research -- did the research that you did in this



          21       course affect your thesis directly?



          22  A.   Yes.  Yes.



          23  Q.   Can you describe that for us?



          24  A.   So these -- I mean --



          25  Q.   I mean, not when you talk with mathematicians, but like what
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           1       was the impact of this class on your overall research?



           2  A.   I see.  So like basically this was a course that gave us like



           3       the big pictures and big tools that helped us deal with like



           4       four-dimensional spaces, and -- and in my thesis what I did



           5       was basically I took those tools and tried to apply them in



           6       seven-dimensional spaces, but basically we were applying the



           7       same tools.



           8  Q.   If you could characterize the impact of the research by



           9       giving it a value, would you say that it had -- what level of



          10       value did this class have on your research?



          11  A.   Oh.  Like ten out of ten.  I mean . . .



          12  Q.   And how many students took this class with you?



          13  A.   So there were like five registered students and there were



          14       two like visiting faculty who would attend the classes



          15       regularly, and I believe there were one or two other students



          16       who sometimes like attended class and sometimes not.



          17  Q.   Would you say -- how would you describe the attendance of



          18       this class, comparing the number of students in this class



          19       with other graduate courses that you had taken previously?



          20  A.   I mean, it's actually -- because this is a very like special



          21       topics and topology class, this is -- that level of



          22       attendance is actually almost incredible.



          23                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Counsel, can you -- I'm sorry.



          24       Could you just clarify for us?  My understanding was that



          25       this course was canceled.  Are we now talking about the
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           1       reading course?



           2                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Yes.



           3                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Okay.  That Dr. Akbulut taught



           4       and then he took?



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's correct.



           6  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           7  Q.   Have you taken any reading courses before?



           8  A.   No.  Not at all.



           9  Q.   Would you have -- are you familiar with the substance of what



          10       a reading course would be?  Like in comparison to a --



          11  A.   I'm not actually -- like I didn't -- I always tried to take



          12       named courses.  Oh.  Well, actually I think one summer I was



          13       a TA, and if you're a TA, you're supposed to -- you have to



          14       take a class.  I think one of those might have been like a



          15       reading course.  Yeah.  And -- but, I mean, I basically



          16       continued doing my research.  Like there was nothing specific



          17       on -- you know.



          18  Q.   Were there other students in that reading course with you?



          19  A.   No.  I mean, that's like a personal thing.  Like your reading



          20       courses are usually just done with you and the professor.



          21  Q.   Do you know if any other students did research that led to a



          22       Ph.D. out of Professor Akbulut's 996 class?



          23  A.   Yeah.  So like my friends that were taking that course, like



          24       two of them were solving actually problems from Selman's



          25       textbook, which he completed during that semester as far as I
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           1       can remember, and basically their Ph.D. theses were like just



           2       like solving those problems.  Like but they were like,



           3       nevertheless, original problems.



           4  Q.   Are you aware of the number of students -- are you aware of



           5       the number of students that got their Ph.D. out of the



           6       research in that class?



           7  A.   I mean, like all five of the students have graduated, yeah,



           8       like have got Ph.D. from that class, yeah.



           9  Q.   Did anybody other than Professor Akbulut contact you with



          10       regards to that -- whether or not you took that class?



          11  A.   No.



          12  Q.   Did Professor Promislow ever ask you about that class?



          13  A.   No.



          14  Q.   Do you know if Luke Williams took that class?



          15  A.   Sorry?



          16  Q.   Do you know if Luke Williams took that class?



          17  A.   Oh, yeah, I do.



          18  Q.   Do you know if Luke Williams got his Ph.D. out of research he



          19       did in that class?



          20  A.   Yes.



          21  Q.   How many credits did you get for that class?



          22  A.   I mean, as far as I can remember, it was three.  Three



          23       credits.



          24  Q.   How many credits would you have gotten if it would have been



          25       the 996 class?  Is there a difference in the credits that you
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           1       were given for the class?



           2  A.   I believe for -- I mean, I'm really not sure about that, but



           3       like I believe in the reading course you get to choose how



           4       much credit you will get, and I'm -- I mean, I believe I got



           5       like three credits and like -- so it's like independent of



           6       whether it was 996 or a reading course.



           7  Q.   What are you currently doing?



           8  A.   Oh, I'm a visiting assistant professor at the University of



           9       Rochester.  I'm -- University of Rochester.  I do



          10       mathematical research and teaching there.



          11  Q.   Are there any -- is there anything that you'd like to tell us



          12       about any differences in the atmosphere at Rochester versus



          13       the atmosphere at MSU?



          14  A.   Well, actually yeah, there is.  So --



          15                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Objection.  What's going to --



          16       address the relevance.



          17                    MS. DOUKOURE:  There's been a lot of accusations



          18       about my client that he's made the overall atmosphere here



          19       poor, and we've talked about atmosphere at this university,



          20       so I'm trying to elicit information regarding the continued



          21       information about the atmosphere.  It's all information that



          22       was originally addressed by charging party.



          23                    DR. PROMISLOW:  How is this relevant to the



          24       charges that Selman has harassed --



          25                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I mean, if my client's behavior
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           1       did not create an environment that was not suitable, we would



           2       not be here.



           3                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you focus your questions



           4       more on the atmosphere, then?  Because it seems like we're



           5       getting a lot of extra information.  But fine.  Go ahead and



           6       talk about the atmosphere.



           7  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           8  Q.   Is there anybody or anything that you felt at MSU made you



           9       feel like you were going to leave mathematics?



          10  A.   Well, yes.  Mainly like, I mean, he's not a graduate director



          11       anymore, but Jon Wolfson and like I see it as an extension of



          12       Keith Promislow.



          13  Q.   And is there any reason why or what -- if there is a reason,



          14       what's the reason why you see Professor Promislow as an



          15       extension of Jon Wolfson?



          16  A.   Oh.  Well, because there were like chair elections at some



          17       point, and if my like memory serves me right, like Jon



          18       Wolfson ran for, you know, president all by himself, and then



          19       like Akbulut like objected to that because like, I mean, he



          20       said like it was like against the department's bylaws, and



          21       then like later, I don't know what happened, but immediately



          22       like Keith Promislow was elected and afterwards like two sort



          23       of key positions like Jon Wolfson was chosen.



          24  Q.   Would you characterize -- if you characterized the events



          25       regarding who got the postdoctoral fellowship with regards to
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           1       your desire to leave mathematics, how has that impacted you?



           2  A.   Can you repeat the question?



           3  Q.   Sure.  I don't want to put words in your mouth so I'm trying



           4       to structure my question very carefully.



           5  A.   Sure.



           6  Q.   With regards to the postdoctoral fellowship that you did not



           7       receive -- or that --



           8  A.   Yeah.  That's the dissertation fellowship.



           9  Q.   That's what I mean.  Thank you.  The post dissertation



          10       fellowship that you did not receive but was given to



          11       Professor Promislow's student, --



          12  A.   Right.



          13  Q.   -- if you could characterize -- well, if you can characterize



          14       how that made you -- how that made you feel about the math



          15       department at MSU if it had any affect at all.  How would you



          16       characterize that?



          17  A.   Oh, I mean, that made it very clear to me that like that



          18       process was not fair at all, and that made -- that also made



          19       me think that, well, if that -- even -- like even if that is



          20       not fair, then there must be many other things that is not



          21       like fairly, you know, treated.  And that was -- I mean, I



          22       applied for that fellowship in the fall semester of the year



          23       that I was going to graduate, and which is a key semester for



          24       any Ph.D. student because that's the semester that you have



          25       to finish all your like research and apply to many like
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           1       numbers of universities, so that's the semester where you



           2       need the time the most, so when I -- when I was denied that,



           3       like it was clear to me -- I mean, so it made me feel like



           4       there were -- like that would prevent me from like preparing



           5       a proper application for -- for my postdoctoral position and,



           6       you know, therefore possibly not get a like fair position in



           7       the future.



           8  Q.   And when you saw Professor Promislow's student obtain a



           9       fellowship that she had not even applied for, can you



          10       describe the impact, if any, that that had on you?



          11  A.   I mean, yeah.  Like I was basically like devastated because,



          12       I mean, like I was not only thinking about that fellowship



          13       but I was also thinking about all the years that's going to



          14       be ahead of me, because I saw that even at this level if I'm,



          15       you know, being treated not fairly, then I felt like I'll



          16       have to deal with these kind of problems for the rest of my



          17       life if I was going to continue doing mathematics.  I mean,



          18       of course I'm continuing to do mathematics.  So that made me



          19       fear for my life -- for the rest of my life basically, for --



          20       for -- from events like this.



          21  Q.   Did Professor Akbulut have any hand, to your knowledge, in



          22       giving that fellowship to Professor Promislow's student?



          23  A.   Hand?



          24  Q.   Yeah.  Did he assist her in getting that?



          25  A.   No.
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           1  Q.   Do you know how she obtained that fellowship?



           2  A.   I mean, they said like everybody who applied for a completion



           3       fellowship got it.  Like you just fill out a form.  I mean,



           4       she just filled out a form like I did, and we both signed --



           5       I mean, we checked the box that said continuation fellowship.



           6       At least that's what she told me.  And -- and like the



           7       process is just that simple basically.  You just fill out the



           8       form.  I believe also -- I mean, you also -- you're also



           9       supposed to write like a summary or like a document that



          10       describes your research and like at what level you are and



          11       things of that nature.  But this continuation fellowship in



          12       the past have been given to students who are just in their



          13       second or third year actually as far as I know, so like the



          14       level of progress is not -- is clearly not that important.



          15       Although, by the way, I have to add I sincerely believe that



          16       I was a much better student than she was, and I have good



          17       reasons to claim that too.  Because when we were -- we took



          18       an ODPD qualifying exam, I was teaching everybody how to



          19       solve these problems.  I -- I taught like my office mates --



          20       so have never taken geometry and topology courses, qualifying



          21       courses, but they have passed the qualifying exams.  That's a



          22       very, very rare thing in MSU's math department's history, and



          23       I helped them study for that exam.  Basically I was their



          24       instructor for that class.



          25  Q.   So when you saw Professor Promislow's student get a
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           1       dissertation fellowship that she did not apply for and that



           2       you felt that she told you she did not apply for and that you



           3       felt she was not qualified -- more qualified for it than you,



           4       did that have any effect on how you felt -- how you perceived



           5       the math department at MSU?



           6  A.   I mean, like if I have to summarize it in a single word, I



           7       would say like it's corrupt.



           8  Q.   Did it have any effect on whether you felt things happening



           9       in MSU math department were fair?



          10  A.   Can you repeat that?  Sorry.



          11  Q.   I said did it have any effect on whether or not you believed



          12       things that took place in the math department at MSU took



          13       place --



          14  A.   Yes.  So like as I told -- as I said earlier, I was hearing



          15       about these like various different students being



          16       discriminated against, but I never had like firsthand chance



          17       to like witness their positions, and this was like my



          18       firsthand experience, so now I was like pretty much convinced



          19       that all of those earlier accusations were like most likely



          20       true.



          21  Q.   After you graduated from MSU could you apply to stay here and



          22       do any work here?



          23  A.   Not at all.



          24  Q.   Why is that?



          25  A.   I mean, this is not a good environment at all.  Like -- so
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           1       whenever I come here actually, I just want to quit



           2       mathematics.  Like so it's not a productive environment.  I



           3       only -- it just reminds me like how -- no matter how -- how



           4       like honest you are in your -- in your pursuit of let's say,



           5       I mean, in this case mathematics, there can -- like people



           6       can try other ways, like they may try to beat you not in



           7       mathematics but using some other illegitimate ways.



           8  Q.   And who, if anybody, do you think has contributed to that



           9       overall feeling that you have about MSU?



          10  A.   Jon Wolfson and Keith Promislow.



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I have nothing further.



          12                          CROSS-EXAMINATION



          13  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          14  Q.   Hello.  Do you mind if I remain seated?  It is much more



          15       comfortable.



          16  A.   Sure.



          17  Q.   Thank you.  And do you mind if I call you Ustun?



          18  A.   Sure.  Yeah.



          19  Q.   My name's Keith Promislow.



          20  A.   Yeah.



          21  Q.   I just want to ask you a couple of very low pressure



          22       questions.  So you mentioned that you're currently at



          23       University of Rochester?



          24  A.   That's true.



          25  Q.   So what's your status there?
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           1  A.   I am a visiting assistant professor, which is like postdoc



           2       position.



           3  Q.   So is it typical for someone who's a postdoc or someone who's



           4       going to be applying for a tenure track position after the



           5       postdoc to request letters of recommendation from their major



           6       professor?  Is that a typical thing to do?



           7  A.   Major professor?



           8  Q.   Yeah?  I'm sorry.  Your thesis advisor.



           9  A.   Yeah.



          10  Q.   Can you just tell us so we have a record how many graduate



          11       students are there in the mathematics department?



          12  A.   In Rochester or here?



          13  Q.   No.  Here at MSU.  Order of magnitude.



          14  A.   Sorry.



          15  Q.   Order of magnitude.  More than ten?



          16  A.   Yeah.  More than ten.  I mean, I -- as far as I remember,



          17       like when I -- when I first got admitted, there were like



          18       maybe like 20 more students who were admitted that year, so



          19       multiplying that by five or something, like about hundred I



          20       would guess, but I'm not sure.



          21  Q.   So when you were discussing the dissertation completion



          22       fellowship and the dissertation continuation fellowship, --



          23  A.   Right.



          24  Q.   -- they sound very similar, you were discussing my student?



          25  A.   Uh-huh.
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           1  Q.   Are you comfortable saying her name or can I -- I want to



           2       make sure we're talking about the same person.



           3  A.   Yeah.  I'm comfortable.  Haria Krutsche (ph).



           4  Q.   Haria (ph), yes.  Thank you.  I just want to make sure we're



           5       talking about the same person.  When you asked her if she had



           6       applied for a dissertation completion fellowship or a



           7       dissertation continuation fellowship, was she certain or did



           8       she seem certain that she knew the difference?



           9  A.   Well, yeah.  I double-checked with her.



          10  Q.   Yeah.  You asked her was she certain?



          11  A.   Yes.  Yes.  She said she can even testify if necessary.  I



          12       mean, this -- this -- like I asked her just like after summer



          13       2017.  Like what is it?  Two years ago.  She said that she



          14       can even testify if we -- if she needs to.



          15  Q.   Would it surprise you if I told you she asked me which one



          16       she had applied for after she received it and she said I'm



          17       not certain which one I got?  Would that surprise you?



          18  A.   Can you repeat the question?



          19  Q.   Would you be surprised if I told you that she asked me after



          20       receiving the fellowship which one she had gotten?



          21  A.   I mean, I asked her after she had gotten the fellowship which



          22       one she applied for again and she answered continuation, so,



          23       yeah, that would surprise me.



          24  Q.   Okay.  So do you recall the process of applying for the



          25       dissertation continuation fellowship?
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to asked and



           2       answered.  This witness went over the process which he used



           3       to apply extensively.



           4                    DR. PROMISLOW:  But can I point out that he



           5       missed a step?



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I mean, you can testify again in



           7       rebuttal.



           8                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Okay.  Why don't I make my



           9       question more specific.



          10  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          11  Q.   Does a dissertation continuation fellowship require a letter



          12       of support and statement of progress by the major professor?



          13       And here today major professor means thesis advisor.



          14  A.   I think statement of progress is something that I wrote.



          15       Like it's not made by the professor.  I think that was one of



          16       the items.  But yeah, there's a -- there's a letter



          17       requirement also from the advisor, yeah.



          18  Q.   So you would be surprised if I showed you a document that



          19       outlined the steps in the package and listed as Step Number 4



          20       a letter of support and statement of progress by the major



          21       professor?  That would be surprising?



          22                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object.  Don't



          23       answer yet.  I'm going to object to this line of questioning



          24       because the process by which she would have applied whether



          25       or not she needed a letter is not at issue in this case
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           1       because this witness testified that he was told by the person



           2       at issue that there was two boxes to check, dissertation



           3       completion fellowship and dissertation continuation



           4       fellowship, and that this witness did not -- this witness was



           5       told by the person in question that she did not check the



           6       dissertation completion fellowship, that she only checked the



           7       dissertation continuation fellowship box.  So the process is



           8       not at issue.  The issue is whether or not she applied for a



           9       specific fellowship.



          10                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Can I clarify?  I can move on to



          11       another point, so . . .



          12                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Seems to me that you opened the



          13       door about the process and I think more information about the



          14       process would be useful.



          15                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Am I allowed to --



          16                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Yeah.  Be very specific.



          17                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Okay.



          18  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          19  Q.   I'm just specifying the process you went through.  I'm not



          20       talking about my former student anymore.  Can you say -- are



          21       you aware of the document that the thesis advisor must supply



          22       as part of this application?



          23  A.   Yeah.  There was a letter like of recommendations or



          24       something like that that the professor -- I mean, advisor was



          25       to provide, yes.  That's true.
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           1  Q.   And are you aware that the nomination package -- would you be



           2       surprised if I would submit a document saying the nomination



           3       package requests a letter of support and statement of



           4       progress by the major professor?



           5  A.   I mean, I don't remember the exact thing.  So sure.  I mean,



           6       it's a very similar statement, yeah.



           7  Q.   And are you aware -- so your advisor, Professor Akbulut,



           8       should support -- should submit a letter of support that



           9       contains a statement of progress by the major professor.  Are



          10       you aware of the contents of that letter?  It's not normal,



          11       is it?



          12  A.   No.  No, I was not.



          13  Q.   So you don't know if the letter he submitted satisfied all



          14       the requirements of the letter?  You don't know that because



          15       you didn't see it; right?



          16  A.   Well, the reason given to me was not that -- it doesn't have



          17       anything to do with the letter he wrote.  They told me only



          18       the completion fellowships were granted.  So why is this



          19       relevant?



          20  Q.   Well, that's my right to ask the question.  I'm sorry.  I get



          21       to establish relevance.  Thank you.  So I have a follow-up



          22       question.  Did you ultimately receive a dissertation



          23       completion fellowship or continuation fellowship before you



          24       left MSU?



          25                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object.  That's a
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           1       compound question.



           2  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           3  Q.   Okay.  Did you ultimately receive either a dissertation



           4       continuation or completion fellowship?



           5  A.   I received completion fall 2018 after I already got a



           6       position.  So it didn't really help me with my applications



           7       at that point.



           8  Q.   Just to clarify, that was the next semester; is that correct?



           9  A.   No.  Next year.



          10  Q.   The next year.  Okay.



          11  A.   Well -- sorry.  Summer.  Summer 2018, which is not the next



          12       semester, but it's the second to next semester.



          13  Q.   Do all --



          14                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  I'm sorry, but I'm unclear.



          15       What was the answer to the question?  Did you receive that



          16       fellowship or not?



          17                    THE WITNESS:  Two semester later, yes, I did,



          18       which was not helping me while -- which didn't help me while



          19       I was applying for positions.



          20                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  You answered the question as



          21       yes; correct?



          22                    THE WITNESS:  Yes.  That's true.



          23  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          24  Q.   Is it typical that most graduate students at MSU received one



          25       of these semesters -- sorry.  Excuse me.  Let me rephrase.
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object.  This



           2       witness -- I'm not sure if this witness is qualified.  He



           3       hasn't laid a foundation for this witness to qualify to know



           4       what's typical of all graduate student processes here.



           5                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Well, I mean, he's complaining



           6       about being discriminated against.  It's the norm.  I'm just



           7       asking him to verify the norm.



           8                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Well, you're asking him a



           9       question about the norm.  Does he know about the norm?  Or



          10       should he know about the norm?



          11                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I assume it's common knowledge



          12       among grad students.



          13  A.   I'm not sure how often people get them.



          14  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          15  Q.   That's fair.  You mentioned something -- I thought you



          16       described it as the events -- the events, and I'm



          17       paraphrasing, the events around the, sort of -- it's called



          18       difficulties with Selman Akbulut, and I'm just curious can



          19       you give us an indication of your source of information for



          20       those events?  How did you hear about them?  Where?



          21  A.   I mean, like there were so many events, which ones -- I mean,



          22       of course I received emails.  I was one of the students, so



          23       like, for example, when I went to like student information



          24       website of MSU, I've seen that my like course name was



          25       changed.  I mean, basically through emails and this website.
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           1       I mean, mainly.  There isn't anything else that I remember



           2       right now.



           3  Q.   Would you say you did -- made a considerable effort to dive



           4       in and do your own research or just from what you -- did you



           5       gather your information from what you heard incidentally?



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to compound



           7       question.



           8  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           9  Q.   Okay.  Let me see if I can phrase the construction of my



          10       question more.  Did you gather your information through an



          11       explicit attempt to delve into the subject?



          12  A.   I mean, so we -- we -- like the five students who were taking



          13       this course got together and we wrote this like affidavit and



          14       like the statements there are clear, so that's basically them



          15       telling me that they wanted to take this course and this



          16       course ran.



          17  Q.   Did you do any other -- take any actions beyond that to try



          18       and get to the underlying issues?



          19  A.   I mean, we -- I believe we sent an email, like -- like a



          20       group of five of us, like requesting that this course code



          21       would not be changed.  I mean, I don't remember anything



          22       other on that that specifically.



          23  Q.   So you testified about the content of the reading class that



          24       you took that replaced Professor Akbulut's topics class.  Are



          25       you familiar with the words sort of topics class, reading
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           1       class?  Do you understand the difference between these two



           2       groups of classes or courses?



           3  A.   I mean, like in my experience, even though I'm not like



           4       hundred percent sure about this, like reading courses are



           5       usually run only with like one or at most two students, like



           6       in my experience as far as I can tell.  But a topics course



           7       is -- like reaches a wider audience, but of course it's a



           8       very specialized topic anyway, so it's usually like four is a



           9       large number already.  So that's . . .



          10  Q.   So is it usual that a topics class have a fixed content to



          11       it?  It doesn't change through the year?



          12  A.   No.  Topics classes change content.



          13  Q.   And reading classes also can change content?



          14  A.   Yeah.  They also change content.



          15  Q.   So when you took this class as a reading class, do you feel



          16       it disadvantaged you in any way that it was a reading class?



          17       Did you get the same benefit if it was a reading class or a



          18       topics class?



          19  A.   I mean, I did, but I took a normal class, and like reading



          20       classes are like from the outside -- for -- from -- if



          21       somebody's just reading my transcript, I want them to be



          22       informed more properly of the nature of what the course that



          23       I have taken.



          24  Q.   So if Professor Akbulut ultimately received credit for



          25       teaching the reading class, in your mind, is there any harm
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           1       to you or Professor Akbulut for the class that ran



           2       specifically?



           3                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to compound



           4       question.



           5                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Try to break it down.



           6  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           7  Q.   If Professor Akbulut received full credit for running the



           8       reading class, can you identify any harm that was then done



           9       to him inside of the class?



          10  A.   I'm not sure what -- what it means to say that.



          11  Q.   Let me try again.  That wasn't a well articulated question.



          12       You testified that replacing the topics class with a reading



          13       class caused some, I can't remember the exact word, but



          14       frustration and dismay among students?



          15                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to his



          16       question because he said you testified to and then he



          17       admitted that he doesn't know what he's actually testified



          18       to.  I'm going to ask him to retract the question and



          19       formulate a new question that doesn't mischaracterize



          20       testimony.



          21  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



          22  Q.   Was the primary harm to Professor Akbulut in replacing the



          23       topics class with a reading class the fact that he did not



          24       receive credit for teaching the reading class?



          25                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to his
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           1       question because this witness does not have a basis to know



           2       the entirety of the harm that was submitted to Professor



           3       Akbulut and it was also not addressed on direct which makes



           4       it an improper question.  This door was not open.  Harm to



           5       Professor Akbulut was not addressed on direct.  It is not



           6       therefore a proper topic for cross.



           7  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           8  Q.   You testified that no one was listening to Professor



           9       Akbulut's or Selman's complaints after he received the



          10       Abrogation of Duty Penalty?



          11  A.   Right.



          12  Q.   Do you know the basis for the Abrogation of Duty Penalty?



          13  A.   I mean, I believe it's the claim that he doesn't like --



          14       so -- so there was a course that was assigned instead of his



          15       topics course and then basically because like he taught this



          16       class and not the other one, he got the penalty.



          17  Q.   Do you know if he filed a grievance or requested any



          18       administrative review?



          19  A.   I believe he did.



          20  Q.   Do you know the outcome of those proceedings?



          21  A.   So -- like the outcome -- I mean, so -- so he -- I mean, like



          22       the outcome is basically again, like I said, like -- I mean,



          23       like -- I think his requests are ignored.



          24  Q.   So you said that Professor Wolfson discriminated between



          25       students in the class you took with him.  Was there a
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           1       general -- can you clarify whom he discriminated against?



           2       Was there a particular group he discriminated against, a



           3       class?  I mean --



           4  A.   There was only one student.  He was -- like he would always



           5       like talk with and like -- like laugh with, and anyone



           6       else -- to anyone else he -- he didn't have the same attitude



           7       or behavior.



           8  Q.   So is that different than playing favorites or discriminate



           9       if you understand the distinction.  I can elaborate.



          10  A.   I mean, if you're playing favorites towards a person, you're



          11       playing -- I mean, that's -- that's -- you're putting a



          12       discrimination.  I don't see the difference.  I'm sorry.



          13  Q.   Let me ask you did the person that he played favorites to,



          14       did they belong to an obviously different class, people of



          15       different country of origin or any other visible distinction



          16       or was there --



          17                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to object to relevance.



          18                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Well, the claim is that



          19       Professor Wolfson discriminates against people of Middle



          20       Eastern origin.



          21                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I mean, that's not this --



          22  A.   I didn't use that word.  I didn't say Middle Eastern origin.



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Don't say anything yet.  Wait



          24       till they rule, please.  I don't know whether you have to



          25       answer or not.  Okay?
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           1                    MR. REIFENBERG:  The point was made --



           2                    MS. DOUKOURE:  The point was not made by this



           3       witness.



           4                    MR. REIFENBERG:  -- that Wolfson discriminated



           5       against.



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  The point was not made by this



           7       witness.  This witness did not --



           8                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Yes, it was.



           9                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm sorry.  If I could finish.



          10       The point was not made by this witness that he discriminated



          11       against Middle Eastern students.  This witness testified that



          12       he picked one student and didn't -- and that he -- and



          13       discriminated against the one in favor of the other.  There



          14       was no -- nothing in this testimony -- in this witness's



          15       testimony about class.



          16                    MR. REIFENBERG:  No one said anything about



          17       discriminating against a particular group of people.  But he



          18       did say that Wolfson was discriminating against; right?



          19                    THE WITNESS:  Yeah.



          20                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Yes.



          21                    MR. REIFENBERG:  So he's asking what was the



          22       basis of the discrimination, and I think that's perfectly



          23       reasonable.



          24                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's fine.



          25                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Yeah.  That's fine with me.
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           1  A.   I mean, I don't know what -- like what would be a basis for



           2       discrimination.  Like --



           3  BY DR. PROMISLOW:



           4  Q.   Well, was the person that Professor Wolfson was talking with



           5       all the time of say Caucasian or North American origin and



           6       the people he was not talking to were of Middle Eastern



           7       origin?  Was that the case?



           8  A.   I mean, if -- like as far as I remember, I was the only



           9       Middle Eastern student in that class.  The other two students



          10       who were not -- like who were -- who he wouldn't, you know,



          11       like treated as well were actually Chinese American students



          12       and like his favorite was a European student.



          13  Q.   So you compared the outcome of the dissertation completion



          14       fellowship awarded in which you received -- you did not



          15       receive the fellowship and my student did.  Can you identify



          16       the country of origin of my graduate student, Haria



          17       Krutsche (ph)?



          18  A.   Turkey.



          19  Q.   Turkish.



          20                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I've got no further questions.



          21       Thank you.



          22                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Any questions?



          23                    DR. SMITH:  No.



          24                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Just to follow up on the



          25       discrimination issue.  At one point in time, I'm not talking
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           1       about Wolfson's class, when you were being asked about the



           2       atmosphere, and if I get this correctly, you said that you



           3       were hearing that various students were being discriminated



           4       against.



           5                    THE WITNESS:  Right.



           6                    MR. REIFENBERG:  What do you mean by that in



           7       terms of -- in light of what was being said?  Were you



           8       thinking that those -- were you hearing that the students



           9       were treated differently because of ethnic origin, religion,



          10       being shorter?  I don't know.  But you said there was



          11       discrimination, so obviously you had some feeling in mind



          12       about the basis for that discrimination.



          13                    THE WITNESS:  For the basis?



          14                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Well, I mean, when you said



          15       you'd heard from many students that they were being



          16       discriminated against.  Was there a group of students who



          17       were certain characteristics that said they were being



          18       discriminated against?  I'm just trying to get what --



          19                    THE WITNESS:  I mean, one -- so, I mean, I



          20       clearly like remember -- I mean, more or less, there were two



          21       cases, and in both cases those students were from the Middle



          22       East, but I'm not necessarily claiming that that's -- that's



          23       like the main reason.



          24                    MR. REIFENBERG:  When you said discriminated



          25       against, what do you mean?  Do you mean they were treated
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           1       differently for a particular reason?



           2                    THE WITNESS:  Oh.  Well, I mean --



           3                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you identify what was the



           4       reason?  Because there's a distinction between treating



           5       people differently and treating people differently for the



           6       wrong reasons.  I'm trying to get at --



           7                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I mean, I disagree with that.  I



           8       would object to that characterization of treatment.  Any time



           9       you treat people differently, whether it's for any reason or



          10       no reason at all, it's --



          11                    MR. REIFENBERG:  What about prohibited



          12       categories?



          13                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Pardon?



          14                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Prohibited categories of



          15       treating people with respect to discrimination.  We won't get



          16       into that.  But the bottom line is typically with respect to



          17       discrimination there's usually a feeling that someone is



          18       treated differently for, you know, a wrongful reason.



          19                    THE WITNESS:  I mean, in that case -- but what



          20       I'm saying is that they're treated -- I'm being treated



          21       differently.



          22                    MR. REIFENBERG:  And I'm not arguing whether



          23       they're treated differently.  I'm just trying to get at you



          24       were hearing this from a group of people that there was



          25       discrimination going on.  Did what you were hearing say
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           1       specifically anything about what the basis for the conclusion



           2       was?



           3                    THE WITNESS:  Right.  So I also heard that like



           4       they were like being discriminated against because of like



           5       their origin, but -- but, I mean, I just heard about that.  I



           6       don't know if that's the reason or not.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  That's what I'm trying to get



           8       at.  Because it wasn't clear.  You just said that you had



           9       heard that people were being discriminated against.



          10                    THE WITNESS:  Yeah.  But I don't know if that's



          11       really the basis or not.



          12                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I don't have any more



          13       questions.



          14                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Can I redirect, then?



          15                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Go ahead.



          16                         REDIRECT EXAMINATION



          17  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          18  Q.   I have just a couple questions on redirect.  Did you complete



          19       your application for the dissertation fellowship?



          20  A.   Yeah.



          21  Q.   Do you know whether applications for dissertation fellowships



          22       and letters of recommendation associated with them are



          23       confidential?



          24  A.   As far as I know, yeah.  They are confidential.



          25  Q.   Would you have any reason to know what the contents of
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           1       Professor Akbulut's letters are?



           2  A.   No.



           3  Q.   Did anybody tell you that was the basis for the denial of



           4       your application?



           5  A.   No.



           6  Q.   Would that have any bearing on whether or not Professor



           7       Promislow's student got a fellowship that she didn't apply



           8       for?



           9  A.   I'm sorry.  Can you like rephrase the question?  I'm not



          10       sure.



          11  Q.   Sure.  Would Professor Akbulut's letter of recommendation for



          12       you have any bearing on whether or not Professor Promislow's



          13       student got a fellowship that she had not applied for?



          14  A.   No.  Like the reason given to me has nothing to do with like



          15       the letters.



          16  Q.   Were you ever offered a fellowship that you had not applied



          17       for?



          18  A.   No.



          19  Q.   You stated later that you did eventually receive a



          20       dissertation fellowship?



          21  A.   Right.  Completion.



          22  Q.   Completion fellowship.  Was that under the same process?



          23  A.   Maybe like one item was slightly different, but more or less,



          24       yeah.



          25  Q.   Did you have to submit a new application?







                                         170

�











           1  A.   Yes.



           2  Q.   So he didn't just bump you up to a different --



           3  A.   No.



           4  Q.   You testified about your reading courses, the one reading



           5       course you said you took.



           6  A.   Uh-huh.



           7  Q.   Did it have a set schedule?



           8  A.   Yes.



           9  Q.   Did it meet with the same students every week?



          10  A.   Yes.



          11  Q.   Was it structured or independent?



          12  A.   It was structured.



          13  Q.   Did it cover as much -- was it structured similar to



          14       Professor Akbulut's 996 course that he taught?



          15  A.   Yeah.  Sorry.  Maybe I misunderstood you.  Like which reading



          16       course are you --



          17  Q.   The one that you took when you were a TA.



          18  A.   Oh.  No.  That was not structured.  That was like a personal



          19       class.  I mean, that was a personal reading course.  Sorry.



          20       Can you repeat the question?



          21  Q.   Yeah.  I'm sorry.  Let me start over.  The reading course



          22       that you took when you were a TA, I'm assuming you clarified



          23       the record, did it have a set schedule?



          24  A.   No.



          25  Q.   Where did it meet?
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           1  A.   Just over email actually.



           2  Q.   So you never actually met in the classroom?



           3  A.   No.  In fact, we were both in Turkey at the time when I was



           4       taking that reading course.



           5  Q.   Did Professor Akbulut's reading course meet over email, the



           6       one he taught in the spring of 2015?



           7  A.   I mean, it's -- it's basically part of my -- it was part of



           8       our like research that we were doing already, so, I mean, in



           9       a sense we're still doing the same thing.  It's -- like that



          10       reading course is --



          11  Q.   Would you characterize Professor Akbulut's course that you



          12       took in the spring of 2015 to be the same as the reading



          13       course you took when you were a TA?



          14  A.   Not at all.



          15  Q.   What, if any, were the differences?



          16  A.   I mean, like that special topics in topology class was a --



          17       course was very, very similar to any other like typical



          18       course that you would, you know, take in college, but the



          19       reading course was -- like, as I said, we never -- like there



          20       were no set schedules.  There was no -- basically no



          21       requirements.  We were just discussing and advancing our



          22       research.



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I have nothing further.



          24                    DR. STRASBURG:  I just want to make sure I



          25       understand the process for applying for these fellowships.
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           1       Are these administered at the department level or the college



           2       level?



           3                    THE WITNESS:  I believe it's like at the college



           4       level.



           5                    DR. STRASBURG:  So who makes the decisions on



           6       the dissertation continuation fellowships?



           7                    THE WITNESS:  So what I was told was basically



           8       first there's like an initial decision within the department.



           9       Like people within the department would send their



          10       applications to the graduate director and then he would



          11       select some of those applications and then he would pass them



          12       on to the college level.



          13                    DR. STRASBURG:  Where they make the first cut.



          14                    THE WITNESS:  Yeah.  There's like two levels.



          15                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Okay.  You're all set.  Can I ask



          16       for five minutes to, I think Professor Promislow called it a



          17       bio break last time.



          18                    (Recess taken at 3:37 p.m.)



          19                    (Back on the record at 3:46 p.m.)



          20                            EUILEM YILDIZ



          21                    (At 3:46 p.m., called by Ms. Doukoure and sworn



          22                    by the reporter, testified as follows)



          23                          DIRECT EXAMINATION



          24  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          25  Q.   Good afternoon.  Can you please state and spell your name for
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           1       the record?



           2  A.   My name is Euilem Yildiz, E-U-I-L-E-M, Y-I-L-D-I-Z.



           3  Q.   Thank you.  And how are you associated with MSU?



           4  A.   I'm a new Ph.D.  I spent my last six years in MSU



           5       mathematics.  I just graduated.



           6                    MR. REIFENBERG:  So you were a student.  You



           7       just graduated?



           8                    THE WITNESS:  Yes.  I just got my degree



           9       certification today.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Okay.  Because of the fact that



          11       she's a student --



          12                    THE WITNESS:  I'm not a student anymore.



          13                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Former student.



          14                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Former student.



          15                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Even if you're a former student,



          16       we have to close the hearing.



          17                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Just to make -- just



          18       double-check.



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Got it.



          20  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          21  Q.   When did you start at MSU if you can recall?



          22  A.   Six years ago.  2013.



          23  Q.   And who was your advisor at MSU?



          24  A.   My advisor is Matthew Hedden.



          25  Q.   How much research did you do under Matthew Hedden?
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           1  A.   Some.  I mean, he -- I did one reading class with him.  He



           2       gave me one of my research problem and I had some



           3       discussions.



           4  Q.   How would you characterize his influence over your research?



           5  A.   I mean, I'm -- somehow it turns out that I didn't really



           6       wrote my thesis.  It got flow theory that he does research,



           7       but we have some connections of course like -- like he has



           8       great connections.



           9  Q.   Is Professor Hedden's specialty, I don't know if that's the



          10       correct word because I'm not a math person, but specialty --



          11       how is Professor Hedden's specialty in math associated, if at



          12       all, with Professor Akbulut's specialty in math?



          13  A.   Very close.  I mean, both working in geometric topology.



          14       Matthew is more working on like he got flow theory.  I can



          15       say maybe Akbulut's research is more general like, you know.



          16  Q.   How are you familiar, if at all, with Professor Akbulut?



          17  A.   Very familiar.  I knew him before I come here from Turkey.



          18       So he's my collaborator.  He's my friend.  Yeah.



          19  Q.   How long have you known Professor Akbulut?



          20  A.   Eight years approximately.  I'm not sure.



          21  Q.   How would you characterize Professor Akbulut's character?



          22  A.   Strong, honest.  He's a really, really good mathematician.  I



          23       respect a lot.  I respect his math and his personality a lot.



          24       He's -- he's -- he's one of the greatest person I've ever



          25       met.
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           1  Q.   Have you had a chance to interact with Professor Promislow at



           2       all?



           3  A.   Have I heard what?



           4  Q.   Had a chance to interact with Professor Promislow at all?



           5  A.   Yes.



           6  Q.   And how would you characterize those interactions?



           7  A.   My first interaction was -- let me tell you about the facts.



           8       Then you can tell what was this interaction exactly.  It was



           9       just the Office of Institutional Equity concluded that -- no.



          10       The first one actually -- I'm not sure about the order, but I



          11       think the first one -- I emailed two times to Keith.  One was



          12       about the class cancellation.  The other was about the Office



          13       of Institutional Equity conclusion which is saying that



          14       there's a discrimination against the Middle Eastern grad



          15       students in the math department.  So on one of the cases we



          16       just -- I mean, after that conclusion we emailed Keith and



          17       ask about so what they are going to do about that case



          18       because there were like many issues and many struggles, and



          19       after the report of the office we ask him as a chair of the



          20       department and he said that it's confidential, he cannot talk



          21       to us, and the decision is made by human resource.  If we



          22       want, we can talk to Terry Curry about the issue.  Then we



          23       emailed to Terry Curry about that, and he literally said that



          24       decision is left to the department, so it's not due to Terry



          25       Curry.  So by that time we thought that he is lying or Terry
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           1       Curry is lying, so they were not both, you know, answering



           2       us.  And we left that issue.  We had to left because we



           3       didn't have any chance like in other things to do at the



           4       university by that time.



           5                    And my second interaction about his course



           6       cancellation.  We as students, Luke wrote a email to Keith



           7       because we come together, so we wrote something to show our



           8       desire for the course, and he literally like emailed us back



           9       saying that, oh, he understood that we are very concerned



          10       about our course.  I mean, I may not be really wording



          11       exactly the same.  It was something like that.  They can find



          12       out in that email.  He say that but Professor Akbulut if he



          13       wants he can run a reading course instead of that course and



          14       he forced our course numbers changed without our consent and



          15       he didn't -- he didn't say anything else to us.  He just



          16       forced us by changing our course number.



          17  Q.   If we take those two events one at a time, when you emailed



          18       Professor Promislow regarding your concerns about the OIE



          19       report against Professor Wolfson, why, if anything, would



          20       make that concerning to you?



          21  A.   Why did -- why we did email?



          22  Q.   Why would that be concerning to you, if at all?



          23  A.   Because there were like many issues going on at the math



          24       department and there were like obvious discriminations



          25       against a group of people and we didn't want them to keep
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           1       this guy in the office because, I mean, this really he was



           2       like extreme at every students and like to all of us



           3       actually.  We even think about that you're in the department,



           4       you are a grad student.  You can't even go to your grad



           5       office.  So we want them to remove this person from the



           6       office.  That's why we like emailed him.  So the concern was



           7       like we want them to do something to act on it.  And so that



           8       was a concern.  But it turns out that they already decide



           9       about it and the university higher office is like HR.  They



          10       just -- they come together.  They talk about that.  They



          11       decide about that and they just played with us.



          12  Q.   How, if at all, did that influence your time in the math



          13       department at MSU?



          14  A.   How -- how -- how?



          15  Q.   How at all did Professor Promislow's response regarding the



          16       OIE investigation influence your feelings about your time in



          17       the math department at MSU?



          18  A.   I mean, like literally I can tell easily like they would



          19       probably say that's the case, so I've never visited like



          20       graduate chair's office again.  I never talk to them again.



          21       I mean, I'm kind of -- I felt that I have to protect myself.



          22       I tried to stay away from -- from this administrative



          23       offices, so I've never visited them.  I've never ask anything



          24       to them again.  So I was just -- you know, I was just



          25       protecting myself.
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           1  Q.   Did you feel that you were treated with honesty in Professor



           2       Promislow's response to your email?  Do you feel that



           3       Professor Promislow responded honestly to the email you sent



           4       asking him to take action --



           5  A.   Actually it wasn't me.  It was like a group of people.  I was



           6       on the cc.  Kaveh was the person who emailed him exactly, but



           7       I was on the cc and he like kind of emailed back to Kaveh.



           8       So what we told all together, it was honest.  By that time we



           9       thought he is just literally like lying when he say that the



          10       decision made by Terry Curry because when we asked Terry



          11       Curry, he said that the decision made like left to the



          12       department, it's not about HR.  So we thought that, you know,



          13       so they are not -- it's not gonna -- it's not -- it's not --



          14       it's gonna change anything.  The OIE report is not going to



          15       change anything, so . . .



          16  Q.   Did you see any differences in Wolfson after the OIE report



          17       came out?  Can you characterize --



          18  A.   I've never met -- I've never met him.



          19  Q.   Are you amongst the group of people ethnically that he was



          20       found to have discriminated against?



          21  A.   Yes, I was.  And indeed that's why I was part spreading that



          22       report, but if you read that report, there are many issues,



          23       but the issues about me is not in that report actually



          24       because how I was participating in that report, one night I



          25       saw the primary --
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           1                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Counsel, could you have her



           2       slow down?



           3                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Oh, yeah.  Sure.



           4  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           5  Q.   You and I have a very similar speaking pattern where we speak



           6       very rapidly, but it makes it a little bit hard to follow.



           7       So if you could just slow down your speech a little bit, that



           8       would probably be helpful to everybody.



           9  A.   Sure.



          10  Q.   So you were saying that your OIE -- your --



          11  A.   Oh, how I'm enrolled with the OIE report.



          12  Q.   That's correct.



          13  A.   So one night I saw this primary claimant Amina (ph), she was



          14       crying in the department restroom, so -- and which I just ask



          15       her what is going on, and we started to chat about the



          16       things.  But kind of like couple weeks ago something I had a



          17       very, very bad experience.  I went to -- I mean, I was



          18       assigned some course assignment which was impossible to do



          19       that.  It was something like, you know, I was assigned three



          20       classes.  The one is in Wells Hall.  The other is like in



          21       some other corner of the university.  And like there are only



          22       20 minutes between those two and, you know, it was impossible



          23       to make it for me.  So I went to the office.  I ask the



          24       graduate secretary, and she yelled to me, she shout to me



          25       that I'm a liar, this is not that big, I can do it.  But, you







                                         180

�











           1       know, then when I complain about it more, she say to me you



           2       have to learn how to speak in this country.  Like kind of



           3       like it was like really humiliating, and he -- she literally



           4       kicked me out from the office.  But then they didn't put this



           5       issue into the report because that's literally about not



           6       Wolfson, the secretaries of Wolfson, so but they basically



           7       whatever the manner of this office exactly the same, you



           8       know.  If -- if -- for instance, if Keith is just making the



           9       secretaries, secretaries acting in that way.  So I think that



          10       was that kind of experience.  I shared that experience with



          11       that one.  Then we start to talk about.  Then we learn about



          12       the Iranian students.  You know, if you are from Iran, means



          13       you cannot go home during the summer, which is very



          14       traditional in terms of summer sports.  You have to have



          15       summer sport.  You have a priority.  And it turns out that



          16       Wolfson didn't give any single Iranian student summer sport



          17       by that time.  Then people start to complain.  We are coming



          18       together and talking, so it started that process, and other



          19       Iranian people come out and they started to complain about



          20       that fact.  Eventually they were assigned but at the very,



          21       very last minute like, you know, after they had too much



          22       problems.  And, for instance --



          23                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Can you just slow down, please?



          24       Just speak a little more slowly.



          25                    THE WITNESS:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  You can stop me
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           1       again.



           2                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Well, I'll try not to.



           3  A.   Okay.  And other issues like they have funding in the



           4       department, like they have money to give the graduate



           5       students, and in terms of that, Jon Wolfson, the graduate



           6       chair, like emailed group of students and calling them, you



           7       know, to apply to this scholarship privately, and he gave



           8       this scholarship to those people, and there were like three



           9       people, and we were completely out, and he knows that



          10       actually because he also give testimony to the Office of



          11       Institutional Equity, Keith, by saying that there is some



          12       tie-breaking conditions.  They have to pick like students.



          13       Like there were some silly things I even don't remember.  But



          14       the point is they were giving fundings to the group of



          15       people.  I mean, they are literally -- what they are doing,



          16       they were like that's -- like they give every kind of



          17       flexibility and they used everything, all the funds, like all



          18       the opportunities to -- to their own people, for the people



          19       who are in their group, in their circle, and when it comes to



          20       us, they used the rules to harass us, to keep us away from



          21       everything, and they were extremely rude to us.  I mean, I



          22       was yelled and many other grad students yelled in their face.



          23       This is written in the report openly.  There are witnesses.



          24       The graduate chair yelled on students, not only



          25       discriminating using their opportunities, but also they







                                         182

�











           1       are -- they were extremely harassing.  So anyway nothing



           2       happened of course.  They kept Jon Wolfson in the office and



           3       they put Jeffrey Schenker between the students and the chair,



           4       graduate chair.  But he was still the decision-maker.  There



           5       remain other instances that I don't remember, but literally



           6       there were like many other things.  Like there was -- there



           7       were students that I've never met I read on the report, in



           8       the same report, about things that -- like stories they came



           9       from Saudi Arabia, they just had to leave just because of



          10       this hassle regularly.  There were like many other things.  I



          11       mean, but yeah.  Maybe I should stop at that point.



          12  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          13  Q.   With regards to the complaints that were made regarding the



          14       discrimination by Jon Wolfson, did you feel that adequate



          15       protections were taken to ensure that you felt safe going to



          16       the graduate department?



          17  A.   Did I feel what?



          18  Q.   Safe.  Did you feel comfortable being able to go to the



          19       graduate department?



          20  A.   No.  I've never been in Wolfson's office.  That's what I'm



          21       saying to you.  Actually after that report we were kind of



          22       labeled.  I mean, like let me tell you one thing.  Like on



          23       the first date of these hearings I saw the graduate chair



          24       Jeff Schenker in the elevator.  We didn't say each other hi.



          25       I'm a graduate student.  He's the graduate chair.  You can
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           1       easily tell what kind of relationships we have.  I've



           2       never -- I've never been to the grad office.  I didn't go.



           3       So I didn't feel comfortable to talk to them and I didn't



           4       talk to them actually.  I tried to talk to secretaries.



           5       Unfortunately some of them I also had very bad experiences,



           6       but, I mean, at least there were some good people that I can



           7       communicate still.



           8  Q.   Did this happen while Keith Promislow was director of the



           9       math department?



          10  A.   Actually you know what?  That's very funny because when I



          11       come to the math department at first, it was so peaceful



          12       place for me.  There were like a graduate chair.  His name is



          13       Casim Abbas and he was extremely kind and nice person.  Has a



          14       really nice personality.  And like everything was so cool.



          15       Like still people really like him.  Like everybody.  Like



          16       there is no single person that can, you know -- but they



          17       just -- after Keith became a chair and Jon Wolfson became a



          18       graduate chair, things changed like so sharply.  Like so



          19       sharply.



          20  Q.   If you could characterize the people that you thought were



          21       responsible for creating your apprehension with the math



          22       department, who would those people be?



          23  A.   Jon Wolfson, Keith Promislow.  I can count other people, but



          24       I think those are the two who has the power during all those



          25       times and power unfortunately, you know, it's enough to







                                         184

�











           1       manipulate everyone, so that's why I will just blame those



           2       two people.  If there were like some like decent people



           3       around or some decent people who were given some positions



           4       around like Casim Abbas, then things will be really



           5       different.  Those people picked the people in the department



           6       they can easily manipulate and use in their favor and I think



           7       that's what happens.



           8  Q.   Now, talking about the second instance that you brought up



           9       regarding your interactions with Professor Promislow, you



          10       said it was in conjunction with an email that you sent, that



          11       you and some other students sent.  Can you please describe



          12       for us the circumstances around sending that -- why you sent



          13       that email?  Like tell us what brought that about.



          14  A.   Okay.  That's the class cancellation issue.  So we were



          15       supposed to take that class.  Actually we did.  It said like



          16       topics class in my field and geometry and topology, so I was



          17       one of the person who helped him to wrote the notes actually.



          18       And -- okay.  It turns out how it starts for me, I saw Luke



          19       Williams, one of the students, they claim that he didn't



          20       enroll or he didn't want to enroll or Selman's money was not



          21       enough for him to pay or like the fifth student, Luke



          22       Williams, I saw him in the learning center, so we were like,



          23       you know, we all enrolled for the class and he told me that



          24       he just was upstairs in the graduate office.  Graduate office



          25       told him he cannot enroll to that class because he has some
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           1       fellowship, he has to pay his own tuition.  So that's how it



           2       starts.  Then like there are many issues like, you know,



           3       going on there.  This was, by the way, before the deadline



           4       for sure, like before this 20 -- October 21st.  So then there



           5       was something going on between -- there were exchanges



           6       between Selman and the secretaries and the -- you know, maybe



           7       Keith and, I don't know, other people, so they decided to



           8       cancel our class.  Like Jon Wolfson emailed us that so



           9       there's not enough student in the class so he is canceling



          10       the class.  But let me mention here that is a total lie.



          11       There's five students rule, because as a student I know from



          12       firsthand before and after there were always classes in the



          13       same level opened with less than five students.  Even with



          14       three students.  After they changed the rule.  I mean, they



          15       played many cards to cancel that class.  The point was to



          16       harass Selman and, you know, cancel our research class.  They



          17       played this NSF money card.  They played that five students



          18       rule card.  They played that deadline card.  But they were



          19       all fake.  Why I'm saying that, in math department everything



          20       is so flexible.  I mean, you know, the faculty do what they



          21       want.  Rules are to make things suit.  Rules are there to



          22       make the things like run smoothly, so people normally help



          23       each other.  They are flexible to each other.  But when it



          24       comes to Selman, they try to create every kind of stupid



          25       rules to cancel that class.  So eventually the semester start
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           1       and there are still emails going around between those people.



           2       You know, they still claim that they want to cancel class.



           3       By the way, let me tell you normally they put these deadlines



           4       but that's their, you know, explanation to the issue to make



           5       sure that there is no conflict between the teaching of the



           6       graduate students and the classes.  There were no conflict at



           7       all.  Everything is accommodated.  Students were there.  The



           8       professor was there.  Like we were all up to take that class



           9       and those people just, you know, eagerly for no reason didn't



          10       want to accept class because they want to fight.  They want



          11       to just, you know, do something to him.  That was the only, I



          12       mean, the only thing.  So we come together and like we



          13       emailed him, and he just, you know, emailed back saying that,



          14       oh -- I mean, it's just, you know, very I would call very



          15       dishonest and, you know, why does it matter.  Okay.  I



          16       understand you are really concerned about it, but this



          17       Professor Akbulut decided to open -- if Professor Akbulut



          18       wants, he can run reading course.  He just, you know, email



          19       in that manner.  And Akbulut email him back saying that you



          20       are confusing here.  There is a reading class we are doing



          21       every Friday, so this is our research class.  It will take



          22       place this date, this date, that time, that time, students



          23       are here, I'm here, then yeah.  Then they go farther steps to



          24       penalize him.  So they did different -- I mean, they just



          25       used -- they just used every kind of rule to harass him.
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           1       Maybe also to harass us.  I don't know.



           2  Q.   Do you know how many students were on that email?



           3  A.   Several.  Several.



           4  Q.   So do you know when that email took place?



           5  A.   It was January maybe 9, because I was just checking.



           6       Probably something January.  Just after the semester starts.



           7  Q.   And prior to that had you had the ability to check enrollment



           8       numbers online for classes?



           9  A.   Well, of course.  I was continuously.  Because I know it's



          10       fake.  I'm telling you there were always classes with less



          11       than five students.  Before this like deadline or, you know,



          12       five students rule whatever.  They are changing rules like



          13       every semester.  But there were always like five students,



          14       for instance, in complex and this is still given by Volberg.



          15       It's a -- it's a senior class.  So they didn't cancel it at



          16       that time.  It has four students, and the fifth students



          17       enrolled to that class in January something and the fifth



          18       student was Amina (ph) actually.  She was the primary



          19       claimant for this -- for this OIE investigation.  She



          20       unfortunately had to leave to the department because she was



          21       not given any hearing.  She was -- she was dealt in a really,



          22       really harsh way.



          23                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Counsel, before you go on with



          24       this.



          25                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Sure.
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           1                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  The email from the students



           2       including this witness, is that going to be introduced?  Is



           3       there a document available?



           4                    MS. DOUKOURE:  It's in our binder.



           5                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  I beg your pardon?



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  It is in our binders.



           7                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Could you identify it for me?



           8                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Hang on.



           9                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Can we instruct the witness not



          10       to type on her laptop while she's on the witness stand?



          11                    THE WITNESS:  I'm trying to find the email.



          12                    MR. REIFENBERG:  No.



          13                    MS. DOUKOURE:  It's okay.  I can find it.



          14                    MR. REIFENBERG:  We'll find it from her.



          15                    MS. DOUKOURE:  And please direct Professor



          16       Promislow not to direct any single comment other than



          17       cross-examination to my witness.  Shaking his head, saying



          18       no, no, no to my witness is wholly inappropriate.  It is



          19       under Tab F.  Would you like me to -- it is under Tab F.



          20       It's Number 9, but it's actually Page 8 under Tab D.



          21                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Tab D?



          22                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Yes.  It's Tab D and it's the



          23       actual eighth document but there's a big circled 9 on the



          24       top.



          25                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  B as in bravo?
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm sorry.  D as in David.



           2                    DR. PROMISLOW:  What's the number?



           3                    MS. DOUKOURE:  The number on top is 9, but I



           4       think it's actually the eighth document.



           5                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I don't have 9.



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I lied.  It's at Tab F.  I



           7       skipped two tabs.  My bad.



           8                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Tab F then?



           9                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Yes.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  And the number?



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  The number at the top is 9.  The



          12       number at the bottom is 13.



          13                    DR. SMITH:  Is there a date on it?



          14                    MS. DOUKOURE:  It says to whom it may concern



          15       and there's all the signatures under that.



          16                    DR. SMITH:  Is there a date on this?



          17                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Pardon?



          18                    MR. REIFENBERG:  A date.  Does it have a date?



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  It doesn't appear that this copy



          20       has a date.



          21                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  And is there a response from



          22       Dr. Promislow?



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to enter this one



          24       because there is -- I'm sorry.  I'm going to give her this



          25       one and we'll talk about this document because there is a
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           1       second document.



           2                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Well, but is there a response



           3       from Dr. Promislow?



           4                    MR. REIFENBERG:  To this email.



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  We don't have that response, but



           6       this witness is qualified to testify to that response.



           7                    THE WITNESS:  I do have this email.



           8                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I'd like to object that we're



           9       going to discuss a document that I can't inspect?  My



          10       response to this document may be discussed without me being



          11       able to see the document?



          12                    MS. DOUKOURE:  You have the document in your



          13       binder.



          14                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Oh, you're not going to hand it



          15       to her.  Okay.  Point of clarification.  So the document's in



          16       the binder, but it's not going to be admitted at this point?



          17                    MS. DOUKOURE:  You have a binder.



          18                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Yes.



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  The document's in your binder.



          20                    MR. REIFENBERG:  He's asking if the document's



          21       been admitted yet.



          22                    MS. DOUKOURE:  The document can't be admitted.



          23       She hasn't identified it yet.



          24                    DR. PROMISLOW:  And my response to this email,



          25       is that in the binder?
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Why is he asking about this now?



           2       This is not appropriate.  He's --



           3                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Actually it is appropriate.



           4       She testified about both.  All I'm asking is do you have the



           5       document?  You have one.  Do you have the other?



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  We don't have his response to



           7       that, but we have another document that we will enter that



           8       has a response from his office.  And I reiterate that



           9       Professor Promislow's objection to this document based on the



          10       lack of response of him is inappropriate and it should not be



          11       sustained.



          12                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Look, either we have



          13       Dr. Promislow's response or we do not.  Which is it?



          14                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I don't.



          15                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  We do not have it.



          16                    MS. DOUKOURE:  It's not in our exhibits, no.



          17                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  All right.  That's all I wanted



          18       to know.



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I know.  Just for clarification,



          20       I was not addressing your concerns at all.  I was addressing



          21       Professor Promislow's objection to this document based on



          22       lack of response.



          23                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  He can't object to it yet.  We



          24       have not yet offered it as an exhibit.



          25                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I know.  But he did object.
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           1  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           2  Q.   Do you recognize this document?  The document that I handed



           3       you.  Do you recognize it?



           4  A.   Yes.



           5  Q.   Can you describe for us what the document is?



           6  A.   That is the document that we wrote -- we had to write and we



           7       had to sign to convince the chair, Keith Promislow, that we



           8       are here to take that class and please let us take the class.



           9                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  All right.  I'm sorry.  One



          10       other question.  There seems to be handwritten notations on



          11       this document.



          12                    MS. DOUKOURE:  We can strike those.  The same we



          13       did for plaintiff's.



          14                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Perhaps say that again.



          15                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm sorry.  The way that we --



          16       the same way that we -- okay.  This document has two sets of



          17       handwritten notes on it.



          18                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  One at the top and one at the



          19       bottom.



          20                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Well, the number at the top was



          21       for notation in the booklet.  There's also the signatures.



          22       Those are actual original signatures, but the notation at the



          23       bottom total of seven students can be scratched off the same



          24       way we scratched it off.



          25                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Do you have that?
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           1                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I haven't looked yet.



           2                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Do you have the document?



           3                    MS. YERMAK:  I do not have it yet.



           4                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  But you know what to do when



           5       you do get it?  Which is to strike that --



           6                    MS. YERMAK:  I'm supposed to strike it off,



           7       extraneous material, handwritten notes.



           8                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's correct.  I believe she



           9       identified this document.



          10                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Yes.



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Okay.  Then I'll move on from



          12       there.



          13                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Do you wish to admit it?



          14                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Not yet.  But I will.



          15  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          16  Q.   Can you tell me do you recognize the signatures?  You need to



          17       sit.  I'm sorry.



          18  A.   Do I have to sit?



          19  Q.   I think so.



          20  A.   So people don't like see me, so I want them to see me.



          21  Q.   Does anybody mind if she stands?



          22                    THE WITNESS:  That's for them, not for me.  Do



          23       you want me to stand up?  Do you mind if I stand up?



          24                    DR. SMITH:  Either way.



          25                    THE WITNESS:  All right.  Maybe that's easier
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           1       for you.



           2  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           3  Q.   Do you recognize the signatures that are on this document?



           4  A.   Yes.



           5  Q.   How many signatures appear on this document?



           6  A.   Six written signatures and the seventh student was not in --



           7       in -- it's not seen by that time, and he sent his willingness



           8       for the class in an email, so we put his name.



           9                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Which student is that?



          10                    THE WITNESS:  Wei Fan.



          11                    MS. DOUKOURE:  It's the first name.



          12                    MR. REIFENBERG:  And do you have any idea when



          13       this was dated?



          14                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's what I was going to ask



          15       her.



          16  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          17  Q.   Do you recall when this email was sent to -- first of all,



          18       let's address.  Do you know who this document was sent to?



          19  A.   Who this document is sent?



          20  Q.   Yes.  Who did this group of people send this document to?



          21  A.   Luke email this document to Keith.



          22  Q.   Were you cc'd on the email?



          23  A.   We were cc'd.  I mean, I don't have this on the cc but on the



          24       reply I have.



          25  Q.   And what was Professor Promislow's response?
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           1  A.   I just told you the plan was if Selman wants he can go with



           2       reading class and they canceled the class.  The response



           3       something was like that and he forcefully -- after that,



           4       after that point he forcefully changed our course number.



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'd like to move to admit this as



           6       I believe we're labeling it FM, faculty member's first



           7       exhibit.



           8                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I just have a request that the



           9       date be indicated, that the date of the email be indicated



          10       when it's admitted for the record.



          11                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Yeah.  Can you do that?



          12                    MS. YERMAK:  Yes.



          13                    DR. PROMISLOW:  And just remind us what the date



          14       is.



          15                    THE WITNESS:  Do you want me to say the date of



          16       the email?  It's probably January something like maybe 9 or



          17       around that point.  You can find out.  2015.



          18                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Thank you.  Then I have no



          19       objection.



          20                    MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION:



          21                    FACULTY MEMBER EXHIBIT 1



          22                    4:24 p.m.



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm going to give the witness



          24       what is the contents of the same tab, so Tab F, and it is the



          25       page that's demarcated with number 11 at the top.







                                         196

�











           1                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Circled 11?



           2                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Yes.



           3  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           4  Q.   Do you recognize this document?



           5  A.   Yes.



           6  Q.   Can you identify this document, please?



           7  A.   I mean, that is a document that just before the semester



           8       starts we don't want any -- any conflict between our



           9       scheduling the class.  In case of conflict I wrote on behalf



          10       of all these five students to the secretary, Britta, who is



          11       the one who also kicked me from the office and yelled at me,



          12       so I wrote to like graduate secretary and ask her to consider



          13       our class, please, and be careful about our teaching



          14       assignments.



          15  Q.   Who assigned your teaching assignments?



          16  A.   The graduate chair and the graduate secretaries.  I guess the



          17       graduate chair is the kind of --



          18  Q.   So is it important for them to understand your course load as



          19       well?  Would they have to know what your course load is in



          20       order to be able to assign teaching assignments?



          21  A.   Our -- yeah.  Of course.  Of course.



          22  Q.   Can you tell me what the date of this email is?



          23  A.   It's November 5.



          24  Q.   Which year?



          25  A.   2015.
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           1  Q.   2015 or 2014?



           2  A.   Oh.  It's 2014.  I'm very sorry.  Yeah.  Just starting



           3       January 2015.  That's 2014.



           4  Q.   Can you remind me again when did you receive an email stating



           5       that the class was canceled?



           6  A.   Oh.  That was on something October.  I don't know.  Like



           7       October -- late October.



           8  Q.   So if you had to characterize the time between receiving this



           9       email and these one -- these students expressing their



          10       concerns about the class, how many days is that about?



          11  A.   Like almost ten to 15 days something.



          12  Q.   And how many students are you writing on behalf of?



          13  A.   Five.



          14  Q.   And are any of these five students the same students that



          15       were on the letter that was admitted previously?



          16  A.   They were all in that letter.



          17                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Do we have a copy of that email



          18       canceling the class?



          19                    DR. SMITH:  We do.  It's in here someplace.  I



          20       read it.



          21                    MS. DOUKOURE:  We do have it.  It's in there.



          22       But we don't have it . . .



          23  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          24  Q.   Ultimately --



          25  A.   There are external students besides those five students and
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           1       let me tell you about those two students also.  The one is



           2       Wei Fan.  He was a graduate student of Selman Akbulut.  He



           3       was not allowed to enroll the classes because he was not



           4       assigned teaching by that time.  Actually, to be honest, the



           5       graduate office supposed to be flexible and consider him as a



           6       possible student but they will not.  And the sixth -- seventh



           7       student was Shu-man.  Shu-man also was -- shows interest and



           8       we ask her, okay, I think the student -- she was a new



           9       students office main also and they were working on something



          10       together by that time and Shu-man tried to register but she



          11       was the one they let in late and her request was returned,



          12       like, you know, declined from the graduate office.  They said



          13       that they cannot -- they cannot approve her override because



          14       she was one day late.



          15                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Can you focus her testimony



          16       with questions, please?



          17                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I can.  But I wanted to object.



          18       A little of it's being directed to that.  Professor Promislow



          19       had a witness Matthew Hedden who testified, and I'm not



          20       exaggerating, we can look at the record, he testified



          21       45 minutes straight without being asked a question yesterday.



          22       There were at least three witnesses who testified for over



          23       ten minutes without being asked a question.  I will do my



          24       best to keep us on track with that being said.



          25  BY MS. DOUKOURE:
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           1  Q.   So you sent this email ten days -- or 15 days after the



           2       course cancellation email with five students on it.  Is the



           3       response to that email shown on here?



           4  A.   I don't remember.



           5  Q.   Can you read it off -- is it on the document that you were



           6       provided, the response?  I'm sorry.  My question is wrong.



           7       What was your email in response to?



           8  A.   Actually the email that's saying that they are going to start



           9       these assignments soon, so they want us to make -- yeah.  You



          10       have to do -- oh, yeah.  They are saying that literally they



          11       are going to make this class assignment, so we have to make



          12       our final choices about the classes because they don't want



          13       any, you know, conflict.



          14  Q.   Can you read the last line of that email that's dated



          15       November 3rd, 2014?



          16  A.   "If you haven't signed up for your classes yet, you will have



          17       to do so today or tomorrow."



          18  Q.   In your understanding, does that indicate people were still



          19       switching in and out of classes?



          20  A.   Yes.



          21  Q.   Was it still possible to change your course at this time?



          22  A.   For sure.



          23                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'd like to move to have this



          24       admitted as FM-2.



          25                    DR. SMITH:  This is the one that has 11 at the
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           1       top?



           2                    MS. DOUKOURE:  It is.  Hearing no objection.



           3                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I have no objection.



           4                    MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION:



           5                    FACULTY MEMBER EXHIBIT 2



           6                    4:31 p.m.



           7  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



           8  Q.   Overall with regards to the concerns we've addressed and the



           9       two emails you just testified to regarding the course that



          10       you and other students were trying to take that was



          11       ultimately kept canceled, what, if any, feelings did you have



          12       about the department as a result of your interactions with



          13       regards to this class?



          14  A.   I mean, it was clear to us they are -- they are doing



          15       everything on purposely and they are attacking kind of to



          16       Selman and they sacrifice our research and it was -- I mean,



          17       we tried, but they were -- they were not really hearing us.



          18  Q.   Did you feel like they took the concerns of the students



          19       regarding your courses -- I'm sorry.  Did you feel that they



          20       were taking the concerns of the graduate students seriously?



          21  A.   Not at all.



          22  Q.   Did you feel like Professor Promislow when you sent that



          23       email to him addressed your concerns truthfully?



          24  A.   No.



          25  Q.   When you sent that email to Professor Promislow, did you feel
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           1       that your concerns and the concerns of the other six students



           2       on that email were addressed at all?



           3  A.   Not at all.



           4  Q.   Ultimately do you know how many students took this -- the



           5       reading course that Professor Akbulut taught?



           6  A.   It's not a reading course.  It's -- they changed the



           7       numbering, but it was -- it was a reading course.  It was



           8       Math 996, topics in topology.  We did what we were promised.



           9  Q.   And how many students --



          10  A.   Five students.  It started with five students and it ended up



          11       with exactly these five students and those five students are



          12       from the group, those seven people who wrote, and plus two



          13       visiting faculty all during the time visiting to Michigan



          14       State University, they were participating actively.



          15                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  I'm sorry.  I have to admit



          16       it's confusing again.  I understood there was a reading



          17       course.



          18                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Well, I think, and I don't want



          19       to speak for anybody, but I think that her testimony was not



          20       that it wasn't classified as a reading course but that it



          21       wasn't a reading course.



          22                    THE WITNESS:  The reading course something



          23       different.  They changed our numbering.



          24                    MS. DOUKOURE:  One second.  One second.



          25                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Let's try to be consistent with
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           1       what we're talking about here.  There was a reading course;



           2       right?



           3                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I mean, their contention is that



           4       it was a reading course.  Our statement this whole time has



           5       been and people have testified, including their witness



           6       Matthew Hedden, that it was actually taught as a real course.



           7                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Okay.  I'm really much narrower



           8       than that.



           9                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Sure.



          10                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  She's assigning a course number



          11       to it.  Was there a course number assigned?



          12                    MS. DOUKOURE:  The course number 996 is the



          13       course number that was associated with the class that was



          14       canceled.



          15                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Does the reading course have a



          16       course number?



          17                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I'm sure it does.  I don't know.



          18                    DR. SMITH:  May I speak?



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Sure.



          20                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Of course.



          21                    DR. SMITH:  Math 990 was taught that semester



          22       with three students.  Math 890 was taught that semester --



          23                    THE WITNESS:  Yes.



          24                    DR. SMITH:  So there were five students total in



          25       the reading course.  But for some reason two of them, I'm not
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           1       sure exactly why, it appears that two students --



           2                    THE WITNESS:  He's secretive.  You should ask



           3       him, Promislow.  Yeah.



           4                    MS. DOUKOURE:  You can't do that.  I'm sorry.



           5                    THE WITNESS:  I'm sorry.  Yeah.  Okay.



           6                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Yes.  That's why there's some



           7       confusion how we characterize this because Professor



           8       Promislow decided how he was going to assign the credits and



           9       the course loads for people after the class already began.



          10                    MR. REIFENBERG:  So this course that was taught



          11       in substitution --



          12                    DR. SMITH:  It was a reading course.



          13                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Yeah.  This course --



          14                    MR. REIFENBERG:  You said one was two and one



          15       was three.



          16                    MS. DOUKOURE:  So what happened -- and I don't



          17       really want to get into this because people will testify and



          18       people in the defense will testify about what happened



          19       because Professor Promislow has the ability to testify.  What



          20       actually happened was -- and this is what we've been saying



          21       all along.  This was on direct.  Is that Math 996 was



          22       canceled.  Professor Akbulut taught the class anyways and



          23       Professor Promislow characterized it to give the students



          24       credit as a reading course.  And what this gentleman just



          25       said is that he gave some of them a reading course credit in
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           1       one math and course number and he gave three of them reading



           2       courses -- or provided under a different course number.



           3                    MR. REIFENBERG:  But were they in the same



           4       course?



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  They were.  They all took the



           6       same class.



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  And heard the same information



           8       from the same person?



           9                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's correct.  Yes.  They're



          10       all . . .



          11                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Can I just give a one-word point



          12       of clarification?  We generate something called shadow



          13       courses for a technical reason, so there was a reading class



          14       and then a shadow class, and I can explain why it was, but --



          15                    MS. DOUKOURE:  But all five people, regardless



          16       of how Professor Promislow would like to characterize how he



          17       created the course descriptions, all five people and plus two



          18       visiting professors took the same class.



          19                    DR. SMITH:  But the five students that were



          20       enrolled in what was the course content of 996 ended up in



          21       890 and 990 that semester?



          22                    MS. DOUKOURE:  That's correct.



          23                    DR. SMITH:  Thank you.



          24                    MS. DOUKOURE:  You're welcome.



          25                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Just trying to clarify.
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I know.  I know.  We're just



           2       trying to make sure we're all talking about the same thing.



           3       I get it.



           4                    DR. SMITH:  But it is confusing on our end.



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I mean, I understand it's



           6       confusing.  It's confusing to try to address it from this



           7       side of the table too.  I'm trying to remember where we were



           8       at.



           9  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          10  Q.   I think we were talking specifically about the course itself,



          11       so let's go there.  How many people took the course?  How



          12       many people took this course?



          13  A.   Five.



          14  Q.   How many people -- were all of them graduate students?



          15  A.   Yes.



          16  Q.   Did anybody else take the course that wasn't a graduate



          17       student?



          18  A.   Two visiting faculty, one from Japan, one from Iran.



          19  Q.   And if you could characterize the content of this course in



          20       relation to the importance to your work, how would you



          21       characterize that?



          22  A.   Our -- all these five graduate students and one of the



          23       visiting faculty from Japan, his research was closely tied to



          24       that course, and all our research projects and our thesis



          25       closely depends on Akbulut and this course.  In fact, I will
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           1       be giving lecture in Harvard this semester and I'll be using



           2       notes from this course.



           3  Q.   If you could characterize the importance or the influence of



           4       Professor Akbulut's contribution to your time at MSU, how



           5       would you characterize it?



           6  A.   It's priceless.



           7  Q.   If you compared -- if you could compare Professor Akbulut's



           8       influence on your time at MSU versus what we've already



           9       talked about happening at MSU with regards to your



          10       experiences in the grad department itself, how would you --



          11       could you compare those two things?



          12  A.   Do you want me -- I'm sorry.  I'm clarifying.  Do you want me



          13       to compare the -- Selman's contribution to my time at MSU and



          14       the other things?



          15  Q.   Yes.



          16  A.   That's going on around; right?



          17  Q.   Yes.



          18  A.   I mean, if Selman was not around, if I was one of the other



          19       graduate students like Amina (ph) or, you know, other people



          20       who had to leave, like from Saudi Arabia or from Iran, if I



          21       was one of them, I couldn't -- I don't think I could -- I



          22       could -- I could have finished my Ph.D.  That was not



          23       possible.  He was so supportive.  I mean, like . . .



          24  Q.   If Selman was not here and you're saying that you couldn't



          25       finish -- you wouldn't have been able to finish your Ph.D.,
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           1       what factors would have contributed to that?



           2  A.   Ph.D. is already really hard.  I mean, it's -- it's really



           3       hard.  So you are coming from foreign country, you have no



           4       connections here, you're kind of alone and weak and you have



           5       to -- you know, you have many challenges.  Your first year



           6       you are taking qualifying classes and then you have to



           7       produce research.  Then you have to apply to jobs.  I mean,



           8       there are many, many challenging things going on and you have



           9       to work really hard and it's really stressful, and if Selman



          10       was not around, I don't think I could have done because I



          11       knew from the firsthand that other people had to leave.  I



          12       mean, not because they were not able to finish.  They were



          13       not able to get Ph.D. mathematics.  For instance, Amina (ph),



          14       I mean, she was treated really, really badly by these people



          15       and she had to leave, but she's a Ph.D. from University of



          16       Missouri right now and she's graduated like at the same year



          17       with me.  So she was able to do that.  She had the capacity.



          18       But, you know, when people are so hostile to you -- for



          19       instance, can I elaborate a little bit?  For instance, like



          20       if you're not welcome to the seminars -- for instance, like



          21       Effie Kalfagianni.  She was given the money by Keith to



          22       organize the geometry and topology seminars in the



          23       department, and she was the organizer.  So the seminars are



          24       important for us because speakers comes to that seminar, so,



          25       I mean, it's the only chance for us to come together to meet
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           1       with these speakers and they go -- people go to dinner to



           2       interact and talk math, whatever, so there's a funding in the



           3       department which was given in the last two years to Effie in



           4       the department.  Effie doesn't talk to me at all.  I mean,



           5       when she sees me, she looks other side.  So now I'm a



           6       graduate student and I'm expected to participate and I



           7       participated and I did it, but somehow, you know, when people



           8       like, you know, when people around, you're sharing the same



           9       things, that kind of makes you stronger, so I felt much more



          10       stronger and some of that.  So even though I knew that I was



          11       not welcome but I went, and because Selman was also going,



          12       you know, that talks, and it was kind of encouragement for



          13       me.  It gives me strength to be.  It was not easy.



          14  Q.   You mentioned Professor Kalfagianni in the statement you made



          15       and how she didn't make you feel welcome.  How closely



          16       related is her specialty, for lack of a better word, because



          17       that's sort of a layman's term, how closely related is her



          18       research or specialty to what you were studying?



          19  A.   In the basic level, so we speak a similar language.



          20       That's -- that's I guess all.  I mean, I took many classes



          21       from Effie, by the way, and, I mean, I was always respecting



          22       her but somehow suddenly she changed her manner.  I mean, we



          23       are in the same field.  I took classes from her.  I took like



          24       topics classes from her.  I sit in her class.



          25  Q.   So would you characterize your treatment by Effie
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           1       Kalfagianni, Professor Kalfagianni, as being one of the



           2       reasons you were not comfortable at MSU?



           3  A.   I can say that.  Yes.



           4                    DR. PROMISLOW:  You said what was -- can you



           5       repeat the answer?  I'm sorry.



           6                    THE WITNESS:  I think she asked me if this is



           7       one of the reason that I don't feel comfortable at MSU.  I



           8       said yes.



           9  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          10  Q.   Can you characterize or can you compare Professor Akbulut's



          11       contribution to your research in contrast with Professor



          12       Hedden, who you testified was your advisor's contribution to



          13       your research?



          14  A.   I can easily say that I was easily talking to Matthew with



          15       Selman, so his -- his contribution -- I mean, my advisor



          16       contributed, too, but Selman's contribution was I guess



          17       higher.



          18  Q.   When you emailed Professor Promislow regarding the course



          19       that he was attempting to -- that he had canceled or that had



          20       been canceled for the spring of 20 -- I'm sorry, spring of



          21       2015, did you feel comfortable to go to your advisor and ask



          22       him for assistance?



          23  A.   About this issue?



          24  Q.   Yes.



          25  A.   That was -- probably I assigned him as my advisor after that.
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           1       Okay.  I only -- once I communicate with my advisor about



           2       those issues.  I know that I was in trouble and this trouble



           3       is gonna go like long, so I just went to my advisor and ask



           4       him could you please -- I mean, can we please -- okay.  Those



           5       are the things that I'm not sure -- I'm in right now and



           6       they're not pleasant things.  Can we please keep our



           7       relationship professional and not talk about that kind of



           8       things, and he was respectful.  So we never talked about that



           9       things.  So I wasn't comfortable, but my only concern was,



          10       you know, if they really kind of damaged my relationship with



          11       my advisor, it was -- it was a really big concern, but then



          12       it didn't happen, so . . .



          13  Q.   Were you recently the subject of an OIE report regarding



          14       tweets that you made on Twitter?



          15  A.   Say again.



          16  Q.   I said were you recently subjected to an OIE investigation



          17       involving --



          18  A.   Oh, yes.



          19  Q.   Let me finish the whole question just so the record's there.



          20       Resulting from tweets that you made on Twitter?  I was just



          21       trying to finish the question.  Were you subjected to an OIE



          22       investigation resulting from tweets that you made on Twitter?



          23  A.   Yes.



          24  Q.   And can you tell me if you know what's the subject -- can you



          25       kind of explain?
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           1  A.   My tweet was about the corruption at Michigan State



           2       University.  My thought was -- okay.  My -- my -- I was



           3       trying to mention -- I literally said that the person, the



           4       secretary, it's Beth, she was also testifying today here,



           5       Beth was kind of doing some dirty things for administrators



           6       and somehow they -- she got -- she got promoted.  Like when I



           7       saw that, I knew that her contributions to the previous OIE



           8       investigation, and she was also in one occasion very rude to



           9       me.  She canceled my own research fellowship that she -- she



          10       restored, and I had some bad interaction with her, and she



          11       made really disgusting comments about another graduate



          12       student, and she wrote a letter to Professor Selman Akbulut,



          13       so I thought this was a coincidence, and she get rewarded.



          14       She got award from College of Natural Science as



          15       distinguished staff award while she was extremely hostile to



          16       me, to another Iranian graduate students and to Selman



          17       Akbulut, and I thought that, you know, that's kind of --



          18       that's kind of corruption.



          19  Q.   I'm going to show you a document.  The document I'm showing



          20       her has already been admitted.  I'm going to show you a



          21       document.  It is labeled as CP-65.  It is in charging party's



          22       binder 11.S12.  For the record, can you describe the document



          23       that's in front of you?



          24  A.   I tweeted about Beth's accomplishment at MSU.  I mean, she --



          25       she --
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           1  Q.   That's okay.  That's fine.



           2  A.   Okay.  She -- sorry.



           3  Q.   I just wanted you to identify it.



           4  A.   Okay.  That's my tweet and Selman's retweet.



           5  Q.   Okay.  That's Selman's retweet of your tweet.  So just for



           6       the record, the Twitter handle Eylem Zeliha, that's your



           7       Twitter handle; correct?



           8  A.   Correct.



           9  Q.   Okay.  Just so that we're -- I just wanted to identify the



          10       document properly.  Is this the tweet that subjected you to



          11       an OIE investigation at MSU?



          12  A.   Yes.



          13  Q.   In your tweet did you -- are you familiar with the terms like



          14       tag and at or hashtag?



          15  A.   I'm familiar with tag, hashtag, at.



          16  Q.   Did you tag any -- sorry.



          17                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  I'm sorry.  Her tweet is what



          18       in this?



          19                    MS. DOUKOURE:  It's the bottom portion where it



          20       says Eylem Zeliha and then there's like the at symbol and it



          21       says Eylem Zeliha.  It's like the document itself is an



          22       ineloquent representation of what Twitter looks like.  But



          23       it's the bottom portion.



          24                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  I'm sorry.  Could you just



          25       identify again the tweet?
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           1                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Sure.  It's everything that comes



           2       like next to and below the words Eylem Zeliha.



           3                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  So this is her tweet?



           4       "Koivisto's accomplishments number sign MSU."



           5                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Hashtag, yes, MSU.



           6                    JUDGE WHITBECK:  Okay.



           7                    MS. DOUKOURE:  Back then we called that the



           8       pound sign, but they've got new words for things now.



           9  BY MS. DOUKOURE:



          10  Q.   When you sent this tweet, did you tag Ms. Koivisto in this



          11       tweet?



          12  A.   Not at all, no.



          13  Q.   Did you tag MSU in this tweet?



          14  A.   There is no tag in this tweet.



          15  Q.   I'm sorry?



          16  A.   No.



          17  Q.   Did you intend -- was it your purpose for sending this tweet



          18       to -- for professor -- for Ms. Koivisto to see it?



          19  A.   No.



          20  Q.   Ultimately what was the outcome of the investigation, the OIE



          21       investigation?



          22  A.   It doesn't violate the Michigan State University's



          23       anti-discrimination rules and whatever, something like that.



          24  Q.   Were you assessed any penalties?



          25  A.   No.
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           1  Q.   Were you found to have committed any infractions?



           2  A.   No.



           3                    MS. DOUKOURE:  I have no further questions for



           4       this witness.



           5                    DR. PROMISLOW:  So we have five minutes; is that



           6       correct?



           7                    MR. REIFENBERG:  I don't know.  Yes.  We have



           8       five minutes.



           9                    DR. PROMISLOW:  Shall I go for five minutes or



          10       should we do it tomorrow?



          11                    MR. REIFENBERG:  It strikes me that you're



          12       probably not going to ask questions that will take five



          13       minutes to answer.



          14                    DR. PROMISLOW:  I imagine it will take more than



          15       five minutes to --



          16                    MR. REIFENBERG:  Then we should come back



          17       tomorrow at noon and start with your cross.



          18                    DR. PROMISLOW:  And we should all eat lunch



          19       before.



          20                    MR. REIFENBERG:  All right.  Let's stop.



          21                    (At 4:55 p.m., hearing adjourned)



          22



          23



          24



          25
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1 field such that you knew his name prior to coning to MU 1 vhich we took and is a threat. Thisis what | testified

2 correct? 2 Mter that people said that they -- they don't -- they no

3 A Hehadwitten a textbook -- a expository text of sone -- and 3 l'onger wish to participate inthis, not because they vere

4 | may need thisinny field, expository text, so | have seen 4 afraid they vere going tojail, but because they did not want

5 his graduate students. That's correct. Yes. 5 to beinthe mdd e of the -- of the situation that the

6 Q Ishestill well-respectedin his field? 6 previous five conmttee find thensel ves

7 A Wichfield? 7 Q But didn't you also testify it would be helpful if it didn't

8 Q Mth 8 appear that there vere conflicts because people had -- peopl e

9 A | don't knowhowto answer this question. The nmathenatics is 9 vere already involved with this matter? Vésn't that your

10 one thing. | don't think the latest behavior is helping 10 testinony yesterday as well?

1 hi msel f. 11 A I"'msorry? Wuld you repeat?

12 Q I'masking youif heis still currently renowed as a 12 Q Vésn't it your testimony yesterday that the committee thought

13 nat herat i ci an out si de of MU 13 that it would be -- there would be less conflicts of interest

14 A He's established, well-known, but then againit's load. Wen 14 if people who vere not already invol ved decided the matter?

15 you run the departnent, you have to be doing something. Yes. 15 A The conmittee vanted -- the committee as the whol e departnent

16 Q Ishestill doing research, if you know? 16 vanted this to stop. Rght. A that point we decided that

17 A | don't followhis research, but | suppose he does. He post 17 vie cannot handle it ourselves. It is better that it be

18 paper, yes. 18 handl ed by the university.

19 Q H'sstill publishing papers; correct? 19 Q And yesterday you testified that you were offended by the

20 A Yes. 20 enai | regarding salaries; correct?

21 Q H'sstill lecturing at national and international 21 A Qorrect.

22 universities; correct? 22 Q Adyoutestified that students asked you about the emai

23 A | haven't been fol lowing history, but yes, it's part of the VA] about salaries; correct?

24 job, yes. 24 A Postdocs. M postdocs, yes

25 Q kay. Adif he's beeninvited to speak nationally and 25 Q You said postdocs and students | believe was your actua
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1 international |y pursuant to research he's doing to MU that 1 testimony. DOd any student ask you about that email?

2 vioul d necessarily provide at |east sone reputational benefit 2 A Not that email, no. It was ny postdoc.

3 to MU correct? 3 Q Because there was no students on that email; correct?

4 A (h | amnot doubting that his nathematics has contributed 4 A | am-- 1| don't remenber. | don't remenber. This particular

5 to MU |'mnot doubting that. Nobody is. 5 enai | postdocs asked me. It was sent to math faculty. | am

6 Q (kay. Thank you. You said that -- yesterday when you 6 certain that it was sent to math faculty and postdocs asked

7 testified you said that you began serving on the Advisory 7 ne

8 Committee around the tine that Professor Akbulut was being 8 Q Soif youtestified yesterday that students asked you about

9 consi dered for serious discipling is that correct? 9 this email, that was a nmistake; correct?

10 A | ves elected to the Advisory Cormttee starting 4, 2017, 10 A | didn't testify that.

1 yes. 11 Q The information that Professor Akbulut put in that email, is

12 Q Ckay. And that the Advisory Conmttee determned they didn't 12 it public infornation?

13 vant to serve on Professor Akbulut's natter because they 13 A Wich information?

14 thought that it would be better handled by peopl e who had not 14 Q The information about salaries. Is that infornation that's

15 already -- like who are external to the department; correct? 15 public to peopl e inside of MBU?

16 A I'msorry? Can you repeat? 16 A The salaries ve get or the email?

17 Q Sure. Because the question vas really sloppy. |'msorry. 17 Q The salaries

18 S0 you testified that the Advisory Conmttee has stated that 18 A The salaries ve get, | believeit is public. ne can find

19 they didn't want to serve on Professor Akbulut's panel 19 it.

20 anymore regarding the serious discipline because you 20 Q Soif youwented to go | ook at everybody's salary in the nath

21 thought -- they thought it would be better if there was an 21 departnent, that would be something that you woul d be

2 i ndependent group of peopl e who | ooked at it; correct? 2 relatively capable of doing; correct?

23 A | testified that the Advisory Comittee's -- the mgjority of 23 A | never doneit, but it is ny understanding that you can do

24 the Advisory Cormttee had that thought right after we 24 that for public universities. Houever, however, what is not

25 received the message fromSelman that wes presented here 25 public infornation is conparisons between people and --
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1 Q Butifl findyour salary and | find Professor Akbulut's 1 Serving on any conmittees?
2 salary, | could conpare those relatively sinply -- 2 A N
3 A You can conpare those. Definitely you can conpare those. 3 Q Have you served on any conmittees?
4 Md | never looked at Professor Akbulut's salary, but | feel 4 A Ever? Now? Then?
5 confident that it would be higher because he has worked mich 5 Q A that tine
6 longer than ne here. (e thing that is not correct -- that 6 A A that time | night have -- | don't remenber. | was not on
7 is not correct, Professor Akbulut also put the nunber of 7 the Advisory Cormittee. | mght have -- | serve on
8 publications that -- of the ten faculty menbers that were on 8 committees every year. | don't remenber if | -- I'msure |
9 the list. The nunber of publications as they show on the 9 vas, but | don't remenber.
10 server naintained by the Arerican Mathematical Society. 10 Q But you didn't serve on any of the comttees --
1 Prof essor Akbul ut has served many tines on the Personnel 11 A Related to this case? N
12 Conmttee, the conmittee that eval uates people, and thisis 12 Q Thank you. And it didn't nention that you had, didit? The
13 not how we eval uate people. V& don't ook at what the salary 13 enai| didn't nention that you had served on any committees;
14 is. There are several components and there is a very 14 correct?
15 rigorous way that is given to us by the college | believe. 5 A N
16 Q Vés he providing an enpl oynent eval uation in that email? 16 Q Aud, infact, there were many peopl e whose salaries vere
17 A N 17 listed that were not part of any of the committees invol ved
18 Q  So howthe departnent and the Advisory Conmittee for 18 with Professor Akbulut; isn't that correct?
19 personnel matters eval uates publications and salary increases 19 A My peopl e?
20 is-- wasn't the aimof that email; correct? 20 Q There were other people besides you that had not served on
21 A WMat are you asking me? Wiat is our process for eval uating 21 any of those comittees; correct? If you can recall.
22 faculty? 22 A | don't recall. There may have been one or two, but | --
23 Q I'mnot. Because you gave ne the process. Wat 1'masking VA] nostly it vas the people on the committees.
24 you, that process really isn't relevant to the infornation 24 Q Except for you and naybe one or two other people? That's
25 that Professor Akbulut submitted, is it? 25 your testinony?

Page 11 Page 13
1 A N. | don't know The message, as | said yesterday, was to 1 A Except for e for sure. | don't renenber about the others.
2 say that a nunber of people are pronoted by the 2 Q Sure. And when you testified about -- 1'mgoing to show you
3 administration and are receiving bonuses for doing the 3 the enail. The enail is not really ny main focus, but I'm
4 administrative review Hwever, ny nane was there and the 4 going to showit to you to refresh your menory since it's
5 other fenale topol ogi st name was there. None of us had 5 been like a half a day. |'mtalking about CP-60.
6 served on these admnistrative reviews. In fact, | alvays 6 A Wichenmil?
7 vanted to ask why was ny name there. 7 Q (P60is for everybody else's benefit. | just want to review
8 Q Didyou ever ask Professor Akbulut? 8 the document. CP-60 wes under Tab N6. That's 11.NG; right?
9 A N 9 A Yes.
10 Q Ckay. But all the information, that was factual? 10 MR REFENBERG |'msorry?
11 A Excuse ne? 1 VS DOKORE:  That's okay.
12 Q Theinformation that was presented about you in that enail, 12 MR REFENBERG 11 which?
13 was it factual ? 13 Ms. DOKORE N as in Nancy, 6.
14 A Vésit vhat? 14 BY M5 DOKORE
15 Q True 15 Q I'msorry. V€'rejust waiting for everybody.
16 A | have -- the information was that | received a percentage of 6 A
17 salary and | had a nunber of publications. | have not 17 Q Thisis the email that you testified yesterday wes the
18 calculated the percentage of ny salary. If it was correct or 18 origina email, just to be specific, was about an averd you
19 not. That is irrelevant to ne. 19 recei ved; correct?
20 Q Cay. 20 A (Nodding.)
21 A Wat isinportant is that this message inplied that | have 21 Q  And peopl e who received this email surely would have known
2 recei ved sone kind of bonuses to do sone type of business. 2 that you received an award; correct?
23 It vas sent to the faculty and to ny understanding it was 23 A I'msorry? Could you-- | can't hear you.
24 sent to chairs of other departnents. 24 Q  They would have certainly seen that you had received an
25 Q Ddit actually say anything about you? Didit mention you 25 enai | ? People that were part -- that vere party to the
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Page 16

1 origina email knewthat you were receiving the avard; 1 Q Soanybody who sawthat you were getting an averd night be

2 correct? 2 interested in seeing your work on their website; correct?

3 A They knowthat | received the award? Is that the question? 3 A Inprinciple, yes. But when | received the second avard, the

4 Q Yes. Theoriginal enail. |'mtalking about the email where 4 university award, this did not happen

5 it says -- 5 Q Rght. But the original award could have sent people to your

6 A | don't think thisis the official announcenent of the awards 6 vieb page; correct?

7 to the college. | think people in the mathenatics departnent 7 A Inprinciple yes

8 knew because it was announced, but basically it stays 8 Q Andthe email that went out by Professor Akbulut did not go

9 confidential until it's announced officially. No. People 9 to a larger body of audience of people including students you

10 don't know 10 stated; correct?

11 Q It'snot on here. It's clearly not on here. It's nissing 11 A I'msorry? Wat vas that?

12 fromthis email. But do you knowwho the original endil was 12 Q Professor Akbulut's response enail did not go to Students;

13 sent to? 13 correct? You testified to that

14 A It istheentire-- the entire faculty of the Gollege of 14 A Thisenail, yes. Yes

15 Natural Sci ences. 15 Q Roght. Andthis enail didnot goto anybody outside of MNSU

16 Q Isthe email addressed to that |istserv, Natci.econonics? 16 correct?

17 A It's addressed Nat i -- yes. 17 A VeI, | don't have a vay to knowthat. Rght? It is not --

18 Q Sotheoriginal enail vas sent to NatSci.economcs at MBU? 18 it nay very vell be. For instance, in our departnent faculty

19 A That vas the message -- Professor Akbulut replied to the 19 nay |eave but still naintain their enail address for a few

20 nessage of Dean Duxbury. 20 years. | have no way to knowthat. So a person may well be

21 Q Gay. Sothat's the original -- I'msorry. That's the 21 vorking at the Uhiversity of Mssouri say and had |eft MU

22 original email. Soit vent tothat listserv; correct? 22 but still maintain an address

23 A That isthelist, the tenure. Not tenure. Because | had 23 Q (kay. But the-- this --

24 postdocs asking. A friend of mne who's a postdoc in 24 A S| cannot answer this question

25 chemstry, she received this nessage. | believeit is the 25 Q | understand that. But Professor Akbulut certainly did not
Page 15 Page 17

1 faculty list for that. 1 address this enail to people outside of MW?

2 Q For NatSci.economcs? 2 A These are the addresses. Dean Duxbury, NatSci acadenics,

3 A Yes. 3 Ford, Sara, and Gsowski, Valerie. Yes. Those are the

4 Q Andthen so Professor Akbulut's email is sent to the sane 4 addr esses.

5 emai | address, Nt Sci.economcs; correct? 5 Q And none of those are people -- he didn't address this emai

6 A It issent tothat, yes. 6 to anybody outside of MU? That's correct?

7 Q Adthenit's sent tothe NatSci dean; correct? 7 A I'msorry?

8 A Yes. 8 Q Thisenmail isnot addressed to anybody outside of --

9 Q Adthenit's sent to Fordsara@su. Do you know who Sara 9 A This does not contain any addresses outside MU yes. The

10 Ford is? 10 ones | see here

11 A | don't knowwho Sara Ford is. | know Gsowski, Valerieis a 11 Q Soit'sequally likely that people who received the origina

12 comnuni cations person. She wites news of the coll ege. 12 enai| and a second enail coul d have been driven to your

13 Q ay. And you don't knowwho Sara Ford is, though; correct? 13 viebsite to check out your research and the reason why you

14 A M. 14 vere receiving the award; correct?

15 Q Andthisis not sent to students; correct? 15 A I saidinprinciple yes. It isnot -- however, however,

16 A I'msorry? 16 Dean Duxbury inposed a filter on this address after that, so

17 Q This email of Professor Akbulut was not sent to any students; 17 noone is able to send email to this address unless they ask

18 right? 18 pernission fromthe col | ege

19 A Asfaras | know 19 Q | think you testified to that yesterday; correct?

20 Q Youtestified that after this awnard letter went out you 20 A Yes. MAd | alsosaidwhen | received the second avard, | did

21 recei ved several hundred hits on your web page? 21 not see any of this activity on ny web page

2 A Yes. 22 Q But youstill can't tell the difference between whether it

23 Q But thisemil is sent tothe sane group of persons that the 23 was the original announcenent of the award or the other

24 origina email was sent to; correct? 24 enai | ? You have no idea because they cane out to the sane

25 A Qorrect. 25 peopl €?
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Page 20

1 A Technically, no. But knowng that several people came to ne 1 MR REFENBERG But we're not finished.

2 at the awards cerenony and told ne that they read the letter, 2 M. DOKORE Ch, I'msorry

3 they were led to go to Professor Akbulut's page to | ook at 3 M REFENBERG  Any questions? No questions.

4 the docunents, | cannot say that people went on ny veb page 4 Al right. Now

5 to check ny research onit. 5 M5 DOKORE Do ve vant to vait for M. Kelley

6 Q But youdon't know correct? 6 toreturn?

7 A Mithenatically speaking, no. But it isafact that several 7 MR FEFENBERG  Yes.

8 peopl e tal ked to ne about this. 8 M5 DOKOURE | just would like to address

9 Q About the email; correct? 9 something.

10 A Aoout the ensil. V¢ addressed the situation in the 10 MR REFENBERG Vguld you like to take a break?

1 Oepartnent, and | said that yesterday -- 1 M5 DOKORE 1'd like to address something

12 Q Dd those people tell you they went to your website to check 12 that happened yesterday which | felt was very inappropriate

13 you out afterwards? 13 and I'd like to preface this by saying I did not cone here to

14 A Excuse ne? 14 argue with people or to fight with people or to screamat

15 Q Dd those people say that his letter drove themto your 15 people or to have people screamat ne. | came up herein a

16 viebsi t e? 16 professional capacity to defend ny client and to make a

17 A N, they did not. 17 record. There are certain things that need to be nade on the

18 M5 DOKORE Ckay. Thank you. | have nothing 18 record so that there's a clear record. V¢ have went through

19 further. 19  seven witnesses so far. Four of those wtnesses have

20 M REFENBERG Redirect? 20 outright refused to answer questions in a responsive manner.

21 R PRMSLON Yes. 21 | have asked this panel to direct witnesses to answer

22 RED RECT EXAM NATION 22 questions that | have asked because they flat out refused to

23 BYDR PRMSLOW 23 doso. If | ask sonebody like I asked M. Hoyd yesterday a

24 Q H, Efie. Canyoujust -- you have served on the Personnel 24 question about whether or not she and her commttee revieved

25 Cormttee in the Departnent of Mathenatics? 25 certain docurents and she says that's not our nandate, that
Page 19 Page 21

1 A Several tines, yes. 1 isnot aresponsive ansver to that question. | mght be able

2 Q Wichis the comittee which does raises? 2 to understand what she means. M. Yermak mght be able to

3 A Yes. 3 understand what she neans. You guys might understand what

4 Q Andcanyoutell usalittlebit about the three main 4 she neans, and the charging party nmight understand what she

5 categories that -- 5 means at this tine. V¢ are going through at |east 12 ot her

6 M5 DOKORE 1'mgoing to object. Her direct 6 wtnesses, five are our wtnesses, and seven days of

7 testinony did not cover this. It isnot relevant. | did not 7 testimony, and the record will not reflect an actual answer

8 ask her on cross-exanination. | specifically said that there 8 tony question, so | have to repeatedly ask people to

9 are no interest. She testified on cross-exanination that the 9 actually answer questions, and then this panel is shouting at

10 enai | that Professor Akbulut was not relevant to the process 10 nme. M. Kelleyis screamng that |'mnot being nice to the

1 inwhich raises are given. Therefore, 1'mgoing to object to 11 witnesses, and | have asked for themto answer a question

12 this because formis inappropriate. She didn't testify to it 12 Inadditionto that, M. Floyd was allowed to screamat ne

13 on direct and she did not testify toit oncross andit is 13 yesterday on the record and that's not appropriate. She

14 i nappropri ate. 14 demanded that | explain ny questions to her, why she should

15 A | saidthere's a very rigorous process. 15 ansver them She told me -- she said flat out she wasn't

16 M5 DOKORE:  You have to wait till the judges 16 going to answer them She didindicate it wasn't relevant in

17 ansver. 17 avery belligerent and violent manner. And when | tried --

18 MR REFENBERG | sustain the objection. 18 and when this panel did not stepinand | tried to renind her

19 M5, DOKORE  Thank you. 19 that she's not allowed to ask me questions and she doesn't

20 DR PROMSLON Then I"ve got no questions. 20 get to decide what's relevant, | vas remnded that that's not

21 Thank you. 21 appropriate. And all | was trying to dois get her to answer

2 JUDE WVHTBEXK:  Thank you. You are done. 22 aquestion about sonething the document said. | asked her a

23 M5 DOKORE  After this wtness |eaves |'d 23 question does this docunent say such and such and her

24 like to address sonething with the Gourt before we bring the 24 response was "I'Mnot answering that. [t's not relevant.

25 next witness in, please. 25 You tell me why thisis relevant. Your client has had enough
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Page 24

1 process. This is enough. | don't understand why we're 1 non-responsive answer and | have to re-ask the question three

2 here." And ve can read the record back because she said all 2 times | don't get belittled for asking that question again

3 of that. And | feel I"'mup here to make a record and have 3 until | get an actual answer to ny question, because

4 some process, even if it's not a formal process, and | 4 yesterday three witnesses refused, said, well, | don't think

5 don't -- I've done cases that are |ike way nore enotional 5 that's relevant and here's why | don't think that's rel evant

6 than this case ever should be. |'ve done abuse and negl ect 6 anddidn't give an actual answer.

7 cases. | have done child custody cases. And | have never, 7 MR REFENBERG | you renenber yesterday when

8 never been screaned at like that. Because sonebody ref uses 8 we vere talking about actions on the part of the people at

9 and has stated that they're refusing to ansver a question and 9 thetables, | didn't single out the professor. It's

10 not had the tribunal in charge direct the witness to not 10 unacceptabl e to have anyone at the tables affect the

11 address people like that or to have to answer questions on 11 testimony of the wtnesses, and | agree wth you in terns of

12 the record. That's not appropriate. And it vas very -- the 12 that. But that applies to everybody. Now-- andif you

13 lack of professionalismand the belligerence that was all owed 13 renenber, | ruled that. MNow | agree that you've had

14 inthis roomyesterday was humliating to ne personally. And 14 difficulty with respect to non-responsive people. If that's

15 nornal Iy when a witness would act like that and not answer 15 the case, then the proper approach to take is to challenge

16 questions, and the judge can tell you this, you can object to 16 that and ask ne, not have us step in. But you'reright. |

17 their ansver as being non-responsive. You can ask for their 17 nmean, if sonebody' s being non-responsive, they shouldn't be

18 testimony to be stricken and non-responsive testinony to be 18 non-responsive. And certainly you can ask us. Andif, in

19 stricken and you can ask a witness to be redirected to answer 19 fact, it occurs again, then please conplain about them being

20 questions, and | have tried all of those things, and instead 20 non-responsive. \é can't just step instraightaway. MNow--

21 the wtness was allowed to belittle ne, to call ne 21 M. DOKORE | understand that.

22 ridiculous, and to screamat me. And going forvard | would 22 M REFENBERG Inthe sane situation, if, in

23 like that not to happen again. |'mhere to ask -- none of 23 fact, there's difficulty with, in fact, howshe's

24 these wtnesses |'massuning vere subpoenaed to be here 24 cross-exanining people, it should a so be your job to stepin

25 because | didn't see a single subpoena, so they volunteer -- 25 and talk about that instead of getting into a battle here.
Page 23 Page 25

1 it'snot a pleasant experience for anybody, but everybody who 1 But | agree with you. Non-responsive actions on the part of

2 has testified here has vol unteered to testify or at |east at 2 the witness is not acceptable and, in fact, that should be

3 anininumagreed to testify, and they should be told that 3 dealt with, but the proper way to deal withit is to ask me

4 they have to answer questions honestly and truthfully and to 4 toorder them | can't stepin wthout you asking ne.

5 the best of their ability fromboth sides whether they like 5 Vs DOKORE Rght. But | believe that I've

6 it or whether they assune that it's relevant or not. And the 6 done that. | believe that I've |ooked several times to the

7 other thing | did not appreciate is when the wtness was 7 panel and said can you instruct the wtness to answer the

8 screaning at ne, you have Professor Pronislow | aughing, 8 question. | do believe I've done that and if you I ook

9 nodding his head in agreement, and she -- the wtness was 9 through the record, | think that it wll showthat.

10 looking at himfor affirmation. She kept repeatedly |ooking 10 MR REFENBERG And if you | ook at the record,

11 at himand he wes nodding and he was sniling, and at that 11 too, you'll renenber that when you did ask ne | asked her to

12 nonent that's when ny client istold he's not allowed to 12 respond. But obviously you felt that it hasn't occurred

13 respond to sonething that he heard that he disagrees with. 13 enough times. And non-responsive actions on the part of the

14 And we have Professor Promslow signaling the wtness his 14 witness, you're absolutely right. So fromnow on, please, if

15 agreement with what she says while she's in 15 that's happening, stop and ask me to work it out. Wt tends

16  cross-examnation, and | understand he's not a witness -- or 16 to happen is that -- and the unfortunate thing and what we

17 that he's not an attorney and he probably wasn't doing it 17 got intowas | think it's because of the non-responsive

18 intentionally, but she was clearly |ooking back and forth at 18 aspect then you start questioning rapid fire and so the

19 himfor his approval while she was acting in such an 19 best --

20 egregious and belligerent nanner. And while thisis not a 20 M5 DOKORE:  After repeating the sane question

21 formal proceeding, thisis a process. Thisis part of the 21 that she refused to ansver.

22 required process. And it has to be fair and equitable and 2 MR REFENBERG | know The best thing to do

23 peopl e have to be professional and there has to be a record 23 there is just say please, they're being non-responsive and

24 made. People have to respond to questions. |'masking going 24 order themto answer and we'll try to deal with that.

25 forward that if | ask a question and sonebody gives a 25 M5 DOKORE  Sure. And | al'so do not vant the
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Page 26 Page 28
1 wtnesses to denand that | explain to themwhy any of thisis 1 and ending in 2019. My of 2019.
2 relevant, why ny questions are relevant. That was so 2 Q Youvere an elected nember of the Advisory Cormittee?
3 inappropriate yesterday. 3 A Yes. | vas an elected menber of the Advisory Comittee.
4 MR REFENBERG The sane response. If, in 4 Q I'mgoing to hand you --
5 fact, they're doing that and you have -- and you have 5 A Atually | vas also-- it may pertaintothis, but | was also
6 difficuty wththat, then ask ne to order that. \é really 6 a menber of the Personnel Committee | think 2015 to 2017. |
7 shouldn't -- we shouldn't be stepping in. nless you order 7 vas al so an el ected nenber of the comittee.
8 us. Now as | was saying before, | nean, part of this -- 8 Q I'mgoing to hand you the exhibit frombinder Tab 11.23,
9 some of our difficulty has to dowth, too, you have the 9 vhich has already been adnitted as CP-31 | believe.
10 ability if, infact, she's asking questions that you don't 10 (Discussion off the record at 10:16 a.m)
11 agree with the ability to step intoo. Maybe that woul d nmake 1 (Back on the record at 10:16 a.m)
12 things alittle bit easier inthat sense if you think that 12 BY DR PRMSLOW
13 she's going too far. 13 Q S, Rgjesh, do you recognize this docunent?
14 DR PROMSLON | just wes trying to avoid 14 A Yes, | do
15 stepping over the questions. There wasn't much roomfor ne 15 Q Canyou describe it for us and place it in context?
16 tospeak. | just felt it vas ontop of. But it's ny 16 A Sothis wes during the time when | was on the Advisory
17 responsibility to stop the process if it's going on. 17 Cormttee. There was repeated enails fromSelman that people
18 MR REFEBERG Hopeful ly we can make it |ess 18 vere starting -- people vere a ready quite bothered by it,
19 conflict really in that sense. 19 and at sone point the Advisory Conmttee got a few
20 M5, DOKOURE:  That woul d be great. 20 conpl ai nts, maybe several conplaints fromvarious people in
21 DR PROMSLON That woul d be appreciated all 21 the departnent, and the Advisory Cormttee was considering
22 the vay. 22 vhat shoul d be done about it. (ne of the options that we
VA] MR REFENBERG And, you know this -- although VA] viere consi dering was some sort of serious discipline. And at
24 at first this mght seemto be not as bad as a child custody 24 this point there were so nany emails that sone of the
25 thing, obviously there are -- people's feelings have been 25 Advisory Conmittee menbers were actually afraid of gettingin
Page 27 Page 29
1 badly hurt in this situation. 1 the situation. So ve requested a meeting with the university
2 M6 DOKARE  Sure. 2 counsel . | don't renenber her nane. Kristen Zako (ph)
3 MR REFENBERG And soit's probably as bad as 3 naybe. Kristen Zako (ph), Terry Qurry, the Advisory
4 two parents fighting over who gets the custody of the child 4 Cormttee, and Keith. V¢ had a neeting, | think this was
5 or the dog or sonething like that. Al right. Thank you. 5 probably followng this email, about serious discipline but
6 S we are -- 6 shortly before this email there was a neeting between the
7 R SMTH W're al good. 7 university legal counsel and the Advisory Cormttee, and so
8 MR REFENBERG Sois there another witness? 8 this enai| cane about that tine, and it's basically only
9 DR PRMSLON Yes. 9 added to the threat that everybody felt about how should we
10 RAJESH KULKARN 10 proceed about it, and the suggestion in the email that if you
1 (A 10:12 a.m, called by Dr. Pronislowand 1 sign anything that Selman perceives as faulty mght result in
12 sworn by the reporter, testified as foll ows) 12 us going tojail is not sonething that sat well wth the
13 DI RECT EXAM NATION 13 Advisory Cormttee or for that matter anyone who agreed with
14 BY DR PRMSLOW 14 the document of this nature. Ve in the end decided for two
15 Q Thank you. Gan you please state your full name? 15 reasons. (e, hecause we were afraid and, second, because we
16 A Rgjesh Kulkarni. 16 thought that it best to have it outside the department to
17 Q  Gan you give us your background as it relates to this process 17 avoi d any appearance of conflict of interest, that outside
18 and admini strative i ssue? 18 commttee should look into it and which is what happened in
19 A | have been a professor at MU since 2013. | came here to 19 the end.
20 MBU in 2002, so I've been with the department for 17 years. 20 Q S, inyour nind, ves the primary reason to go -- to request
21 Q If you can speak into the mcrophone. The sound is -- the 21 the outside comittee to avoid the appearance of conflict of
2 quality here is very -- 2 interest or because of a sense of apprehension about perhaps
23 A Sl was -- | became a full professor in June of 2013. 1've 23 bei ng targeted?
24 been in the university since 17 years. And | was on the 24 M5 DOKOURE 1'mgoing to object to that
25 Advisory Cormttee for the past two years starting wth 2017 25 question because he said afraid. Hedidnot qualifyit.
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Page 30 Page 32
1 Therefore, Professor Pronislowis now qualifying and adding 1 previ ousl y.
2 onto testimony received by this wtness inappropriately. 2 (Discussion off the record at 10:22 a.m)
3 Vell, | didsay that we vere afraid -- 3 (Back on the record at 10:23 a.m)
4 JUDGE W TBECK:  Hol d on. 4 BYDR PRMSLOV
5 M REFENBERG You really are leading the 5 Q Ryjesh, can you summarize this for us? I'msorry. Can you
6 wtness. Can you just -- 6 describe this docurent for us?
7 R PRAMSLON Rephrase, yes. 7 A Thisisaletter that | wote as an inpact letter of the
8 MR REFENBERG  Focus on asking direct 8 Lhiversity Committee on Faculty Affairs when a serious
9 questions instead of testifying for him 9 discipline vas being considered, which eventually | think --
10 R PRMSLON Sure. 10 vell, that's not what | would say. But this was a docunent
11 BY DR PRM SOV 1 vhi ch was basically an inpact for this conmttee to say how
12 Q Soyou could you sunmarize for us the points that -- the goal 12 these events have inpacted various menbers of the faculty,
13 of the AdComin requesting the -- 13 especi al |y those of us who were on various conmttees during
14 Vs DOKORE | object. Asked and answered. 14 this process.
15 M REFEBERG | don't think that's been 15 JUDGE WH TBEK:  Cf the record.
16 ansver ed. 16 (Di'scussion off the record at 10:24 a.m)
17 M5 DOKORE  He asked what the goal s were. 17 (Back on the record at 10:24 a.m)
18 Professor Kulkarni stated that it was, nunber one, because 18 BY DR PROM SLOW
19 they vere afraid. That was the only word used. Nunber two, 19 Q Can you sunmarize for us what you think the main points
20 because it was best to avoid the appearance of a conflict of 20 you're trying to nake?
21 interest. 21 A | would say that I"'mnot -- | was not happy to wite this
22 M REFENBERG  You may ask the question. It 22 letter. It really tore ne apart to wite this letter. It
VA] hasn' t been asked and answer ed. VA] vas unpl easant to wite it. | debated for along tine what |
24 R PRMSOV Ckay. Qould | rephraseit? 24 vented to put init. | think it nostly says in ny view uhat
25 BY DR PRMSLOV 25 | had been observing wth communications between Sel nan and
Page 31 Page 33
1 During this time vere you personal |y afraid and what vere you 1 other faculty menbers of the departnent and including a small
2 afraid of? Could you specify what the fear was? 2 part that | played init, and | just -- | just listed what |
3 S let me clarify. The two points are not unrelated. That 3 thought vere consequences of all of this commnication. It
4 the two points that | nade, namely the first that the 4 affected me personal |y very, very mich. | -- | lost sleep
5 Advisory Cormttee must feel afraid. | nmight even go ahead 5 over it. Selman has nocked ne about it, but it is true that
6 and say that we felt somewhat threatened. And second one vas 6 I"ve lost alot of sleep over it. I'velost alot of tine
7 that we vanted to avoid an appearance of conflict of 7 over it. And people have been unwilling to serve on
8 interest. They're not unrelated because the departnent 8 commttees. Hs suggestion has been that the ten peopl e who
9 al ready had gone through this process -- not this process, 9 are on the committees are the sane ten people, but | will
10 but having an internal commttee | ook into this situation 10 have hi mknow have everyone know that |'ve al ways, except
1 once before, and we vere getting emails a year and a hal f 1 for the hiring conmittee, which is not an elected comittee,
12 after this event, that it clearly meant that -- clearly 12 |"ve never been appointed to a comttee. |'ve always gone
13 indicating that in viewof Selnan the conmttee had not been 13 on conmttees by wnning elections. So far I've not lost a
14 fair tohim inplyinga-- inplying that there was sone sort 14 single election in the department and I'mproud to say that.
15 of corruption behind all of this. So ve vanted to avoid this 15 And so to suggest that there is some kind of -- something
16 possibility. Some nenbers felt threatened because they don't 16 nefarious going on all the tine, this is what | addressed in
17 vant to be in this situation where two years dow the line 17 the second paragraph to say that people are unwilling because
18 they're still getting emails about this. And so this is what 18 they' re afraid, and that's really what the document says. In
19 | mean by al so appearance of conflict of interest. It's 19 fact, | really wish none of this would ever have happened,
20 not -- it vas to avoid any confrontation at all costs because 20 but here we are.
21 we just -- we couldn't deal withit. | nean, we vere -- 21 Q Doyourecall Selman's response when he ultinately received
2 basical Iy ve felt we should not get involved init at that 2 your statenent of inpact?
23 poi nt. 23 A Say that again.
24 |"mgoing to hand you a new document. It's the content of 24 Q Doyourecall Selman's response when he ultinately received
25 binder Tab 11F, Fas in faw | guess. It's not been adnitted 25 your statenent of inpact?
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1 A Solves--1 think thisvasinfall of 2018. The departnent 1 letter that | just talked about. And the first letter is
2 had certain amount of funds that are at the discretion of the 2 Mitt's letter | assume. And the last link is -- | don't know
3 chair. There are various research groups in the departnment 3 vhat that is. Inthis emil Selnman says that because | wote
4 and they want a certain anount of money So you can invite 4 this incrimnating hate letter, how-- howcan | be expected
5 sone peopl e for semnars and visits. The money is not a 5 to support his visitors. As a matter of fact, he has never
6 problem but sonebody has to manage that money. Each group 6 asked me -- asked any monies fromme when | had this
7 has a representative that is given the responsibility of 7 responsibility in the past or within the last year, so there
8 handling that money. But the acadenic year in 2018, 2019 | 8 isno basis for saying such a thing. Infact, | would not do
9 vas that nenber because Keith asked me to be in charge of it. 9 such a thing. | nean, inreality actually there are other
10 | mean, there are four or five of us or six of us. Usually 10 reasons why -- | mean, |'m-- ny area is very different from
1 the responsibility is given to most senior menbers of the 1 Selmn's, soit's also strange to suggest it, that we have
12 department or at |east you have to be tenured presumably just 12 some comnon area and we -- that | mght object to giving him
13 because you don't want to burden other people wth nore 13 noney
14 things to do than necessary. Soit was ny turn last year. 14 Q Wuldit belogical for Professor Akbulut to request a
15 It isnot ahigdeal. It isnot thefirst tine!'ve doneit. 15 visitor funded fromthe al gebra common torts fund?
16 Nobody has ever conpl ai ned about anything. Selnan sent an 16 A No. It'snot really logical | wouldsay. | mean, thisis --
17 enai | asking ne to either step down or not -- accusing Keith 17 if even-- if anything happened, then usually he woul d
18 or -- essentially asking me to not have this duty. And the 18 request Mit Hedden and then Mitt Hedden woul d cone and tal k
19 reason vas because he said that this letter that | wote was 19 to me and say, well, if you -- hereis avisitor that lies
20 prejudicial hate nail. To which one of ny other col | eagues, 20 between our two areas so could we split the money. That's
21 George Pappas, he responded saying that he doesn't see 21 really howit would happen. | nean, usually it would be
22 anything either prejudicial or hate mail about it and so -- 22 expected for Selman to ask Mitt Hedden for the nmoney.
VA] so, | mean, that was Selnan's reaction. But that's the 23 Q WMat's your response to -- what was your response to havi ng
24 reaction that | know 24 your statenent of inpact characterized as a hate letter?
25 Q Thank you. I'dlike tojust hand you a docurent that's -- 25 A First of al, inthe--inthe current clinate | was very

Page 35 Page 37
1 M5 DOKORE  Are you going to adnit this 1 concerned because | don't knowwhat it neans, hate letter, so
2 docunent ? 2 | actually checked the definition of what hate letter means
3 R PRMSLON (h, I'msorry. |'mgoing to 3 It's-- one of the definitions that | saw it is avery angry
4 nove to admt. Thank you. |'mgoing to move to adnit the 4 letter. Wen | read that letter, and |'ve read that |etter
5 docunent you currently have in your hand, whichis -- 5 at least 50 times by now | don't see anything angry about
6 M5 DOKORE 61 6 it. Infact, | was not angry. | was hurt. But | was
7 DR PRMSLON -- going to be | think CP-61. 7 definitely not angry. | was upset and somewhat unhappy that
8 VS DOKORE | have no obj ecti ons. 8 | hadtowitealetter inthefirst place, but | was
9 MARKED FCR | DENTI F CATI O\ 9 definitely not very angry. | don't have any hate for Selman
10 CHARG NG PARTY EHBI T 61 10 and | don't have hate for anything. | mean, thisis not --
1 10:29 a.m 11 it was not meant as a letter that wll -- that should or
12 BY R PRM SOV 12 could be used agai nst himin a hateful manner. This vas not
13 Q Now | would like to hand you the contents of binder 13 about the letter. |If you read the letter, thereis just
14 Tab 11.SIL. 14 no-- | don't see any way of concluding that it's a hate
15 DR MTH Sasin Sanf 15 letter, and it's -- it was not a letter wittenin a court of
16 R PRMSLOV 11 Sam1l  Yes. 16 law It vas aletter witten for ny colleagues. It was not
17 BY DR PRMSLOW 17 meant to go on Twitter. It was not neant to go to the entire
18 Q Ryjesh, can you identify this docunent? 18 university, to the naybe |ieutenant governor. Wo knows
19 A Yes. Thisistheemil that | referred to earlier that was 19  President of the Averican Mith Society and whatever. | don't
20 sent by Selman to Keith asking to replace Matt Hedden and | 20 know But there's just noendtoit. | mean, this letter
21 fromthe responsibility of the university's small seminar 21 wvas witten for a few colleagues to say what is happening in
2 fund that we were given for semnars. 22 the departnent. Infact, | don't suggest anything in it
23 Q Andthere arelinks onit? Can you describe the Iinks? 23 anywhere what | hope are the consequences of witing the
24 A (h there arelinks onit, and the second link is in 24 letter. I'mjust witing out what | think is happening and
25 reference to the letter that | just talked about, the inpact 25 howit is hurting the department and him | just don't --
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1 just don't understand this. | nean, thisis -- there are -- 1 A @, sorry. (kay.
2 there are miltiple tines when |'ve had pressure with this 2 Q Qouldyoujust give us a brief sumary of why you decided to
3 whole situation. M goal is very mninal. | nean, | don't 3 testify?
4 claimto be an inportant personin the department or in this 4 Vs DOKORE:  1'mgoing to object to relevance.
5 matter. Hwever, | wll say that every time |'ve had 5 Wiy did he decide to testify is not relevant. Vé're here to
6 pressure, this comes back and this comes back in a very 6 discuss facts of the case.
7 negative way. | was on the Personnel Conmittee. This came 7 JUDE W TBECK Do you have a response?
8 back again that there is sonething nefarious in his 8 DR PRMSLON h, I'msorry. | believe it
9 evaluation. No. Infact, when | was on the Personnel 9 suggests a motivation for the inpact of what he's been
10 Committee, the Personnel Committee considers three separate 10 exposed to. Gves his side of it.
11 characteristics, research, teaching, and service, and each 1 M5 DOKORE | mean, he can ask about the
12 individual has a certain weight attached toit. Mbst people 12 inpact and he has asked and this witness talked at |ength
13 have 40 percent research, 40 percent teaching, and 20 percent 13 about inpact, but notivation for testifying is not relevant
14 service duty associated with them And thisis -- the 14 inthis natter.
15 comittee looks at each aspect separately and nakes an 15 MR REFENBERG You're right. That's true.
16 opinion and ve wite our opinion and send it to Keith. 16 Wy are you asking the question about his notivation about
17 Unless there is a considerahle ngjority opinion on anything, 17 testifying?
18 it doesn't goin the docunent. And, in fact, every tine | -- 18 R PRMSON |'mjust asking himto
19 so for the two years that | was there, both years we spent 19 characterize the cost and bal ance between the difficulty in
20 more tine on Selman's case than anyone el se. Not because we 20 testifying and he -- the sense of trying to push towards a
21 wanted to wite sonething negative, but because we wanted to 21 solution. I"mtrying to extract his inner thought process.
22 make sure that there is no way of even appearance of conflict 22 M. DOKORE He's already testified to that.
23 of interest or there is nothing prejudicial that ve wite VA] And that's not rel evant.
24 about it. Andsol don't seeit. And then we get these 24 R PRMSLO¥N Ckay. Gan | rephrase the
25 emiils saying that, oh, he's got his -- suggesting that | got 25 question? 1'd like to rephrase the question.

Page 39 Page 41
1 the salary raise whichisin the top ten percent for top ten 1 MR REFENBERG P ease rephrase the question.
2 peopl e wi thin the department because | nust be on this 2 R PRMSLON Ckay. Thank you.
3 commttee and because |'ma part of this. The fact of the 3 BY IR PROMSLON
4 natter is that research productivity only counts for 4 Q Dovyoufeel that it's appropriate to nove towards dismssal
5 40 percent of your salary raise. The renaining is 40 percent 5 for cause in this case?
6 teaching and 20 percent service. | mean, | just don't 6 A Sohereis your ansver.
7 understand how all of this is lost inthis process. The sane 7 MR REFENBERG  Can you speak nore |oudly?
8 thing when | wes on the Advisory Cormittee. Wien | vas on 8 BY IR PROMSLON
9 the Advisory Committee we are spending enornous anount of 9 Q Dovyoufeel it's appropriate to move tovards dismssal for
10 tine trying to be fair. And so there you go. 10 cause in this case?
11 BY DR PRMSLON 11 A /s anabsolute last recourse, | don't see any other option
12 Q You kind of wandered off the question. 12 because we have exhausted every other option. Every tine we
13 DR PRMSON Sol'dlike to move to admt 13 have tried to come up with a solution, Selnan has rebuffed
14 this docunent. 14 it. | mean, the existence in the departnent is sometines
15 M. DOKOLRE | have no obj ecti on. 15 unbear abl e these days because |ike these emails that we
16 R PRMSON Thisis (P62 16 continuously get are -- naybe this is false, hut it certainly
17 MARKED FCR | DENTIFI CATI O\ 17 nakes ne feel that they're inmpugning ny reputation as well as
18 CHARTI NG PARTY EH B T 62 18 viel | as the reputation of ny very distinguished col | eagues.
19 10:37 am 19 Asking -- for exanple, asking me to recuse was really a mnor
20 BY DR PRMSLOW 20 thing in the whol e scheme of things, but the same thing has
21 Q Could you just give us a brief summary of -- 21 happened to other people. George Pappas, who is a very, very
22 A Youdidn't give me the document. 2 di stingui shed col | eague, he was asked to recuse hinself from
23 Q I'msorry? 23 the Personnel Committee. Jeff Schenker was asked to recuse
24 A Youdidn't give ne the document. 24 hinsel f frombeing the graduate director. A this point if
25 Q No. | don't have a document for you. 25 you take al | the people who are willing to do these very
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1 tine-consuning jobs that are actually -- actually take away 1 Q [I'msorry. | didn't catch that.
2 fromthe thing that we love, whichis to do some research, 2 A Yes. | said yes.
3 then the departnent wll not function. A this point people 3 Q Andhe's distinguished in the area of mathematical topol ogy;
4 vho are willing to put their time into running the 4 correct?
5 department, they're obstructed in doing so because we' ve 5 A Yes. Just topology. Yes.
6 spent so nuch tine and energy in dealing with Selman's 6 Q Just topology. Andisn't he also distinguished in algebraic
7 conplaints and Selman's what are in ny view accusations 7 geonetry?
8 than -- for instance, what | consider are slanderous coments 8 A Not inthe sense that al gebraic geometry is used in general.
9 are realy -- 9 Q But he has distinguished research on the concepts of
10 M5 DOKORE 1'mgoing to object. Heis so 10 al gebrai ¢ geonetry; correct?
1 far down the lane against what was questioned. Heis at this 11 A N. Itis--heis-- hedidsomeworkina subject called
12 poi nt non-r esponsi ve. 12 real a gebraic geonetry, whichis a very different subject
13 M REFENBERG | think he's well beyond. 13 fromwhat is traditionally understood to be al gebraic
14 BY DR PRMSLON 14 geonetry.
15 Q Yeah. (Can you cone to the conclusion, please? 15 Q Soheis distinguished in your saying of the area what woul d
16 A VeI, sonypoint is that when -- as a menber of the Advisory 16 he consi dered real al gebraic geonetry?
17 Commttee, we tried every possible recourse in ny view and 17 A Yes.
18 thisis the last possible avenue left. |1'mnot happy about 18 Q Wichis asubset of algebraic geonetry?
19 it, but | don't see what else we can do. 19 A M.
20 DR PRMSLON Thank you. | have no further 20 Q It's conpletely different?
21 quest i ons. 21 A Yes.
22 CROBS: EXAM NATI N 22 Q It'sclosely related to al gebraic geonetry?
23 BY M5. DOKORE 23 A No. It'snot closely related. It isrelated but not closely
24 Q od morning, M. Kulkarni. 24 rel ated.
25 A Qod morning. 25 Q And you stated that people who are willing or put tine and
Page 43 Page 45
1 Q Isthat howyou say your nane? 1 effort into running the department outside of things such as
2 A Kilkarni. 2 research, |ike Jeff Schenker and George Pappas, who were
3 Q Kiulkarni. M naneis Ay Doukoure. | aman attorney. |'m 3 asked to step down fromcomnmttees, that the department
4 representing Professor Akbulut in this matter. Do you nind 4 couldn't runif there vas nobody |eft; correct?
5 if | question you froma sitting position? 5 A WII, not only because of the two, but, like | said, those
6 A It's upto you 6 are two exanples | chose. If people who are within Selnan's
7 Q Thank you. I'dlike to start actually with the end of your 7 orbit of what | mght construe as anger, then that would be a
8 testinony and nove backvards if that's okay. You testified 8 l'arger nunber.
9 that several very distinguished coll eagues, and | think you 9 Q During the tine that distinguished colleagues were serving on
10 named by nane, yourself, Jeff Schenker, and Professor 10 commttees, did Selnman serve on any committees?
1 Pappas -- 11 A Yes.
12 A | was careful not to call nyself distinguished because I'm 12 Q Wich one?
13 not. 13 A Advisory Conmittee.
14 Q Fair enough. Al three of you, distinguished or not, were 14 Q  Pardon?
15 asked to step down fromthe conmittees; correct? 15 A Advisory Comittee.
16 A Yes. 16 Q Advisory Conmittee. Do you renenber which years?
17 Q Andyou said that at least at a mnimmJeff Schenker and 17 A 2015, 2016.
18 Pappas are distingui shed col | eagues; correct? 18 Q Vés he ever appointed or recomended for another conmittee
19 A Awng others. | mean, | just picked those two exanples, but 19 after that?
20 there are others who are distinguished who vere al so asked to 20 A That's not under ny purview He has never run for election.
21 step down. 21 Inthe 17 years not once has he run for election. That's up
22 Q But you called themdistinguished col | eagues; correct? 2 tohim He could have filed election and peapl e who ran nake
28 A Yes. 23 a choice. But he has chosen not to run for the election.
24 Q And Selman is also a distinguished col | eague; correct? 24 Q Before you run for electionisn't it true that you actually
25 A | have no doubt. 25 get nomnated to run?
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1 A You can self-noninate yourself. 1 isn't it? If sonebody self-nomnates and they don't -- and
2 Q You can self-nom nate? 2 you don't think that they're in the department enough
3 A Yes. | have self-nomnated nyself at |east once | think. 3 clearly you're not going to vote for them That's not what
4 Q Soit's naybe not that he hasn't chosen to run but naybe he 4 |"mtal king about. |'mtalking specifically about nomnating
5 chose not to sel f-nomnate? 5 peopl e
6 A | don't seethe difference. That's -- that's spreading 6 A Yeah. |'mtalking about nonination too
7 rumors. | don't see the difference. Wien you self-noninate, 7 Q You can nomnate sonebody and you can noninate yourself, but
8 you run for the el ection. 8 the word "nomnation" neans that somebody thinks that
9 Q Rght. But there's a nonination process. It's generally 9 somebody el se or thensel ves is a good fit for a position
10 understood that sonebody says, hey, | think you'd be good at 10 correct?
1 this and | think this person should hold that position; 11 A Yes. Sodifferent fromwhat you said nowand the first tine
12 correct? 12 is that you can al so consider yourself to be fair
13 A Byandlarge. But | wouldn't say necessarily. Because -- 13 Q Rght. But the nomination process -- like not everybody gets
14 Q But by and large -- 14 anomnation or like going to elect a president soon and each
15 A Because people do -- | nean, | think the self-nomnation 15 party has to noninate and while there is a self-nonination
16 happens at a fairly reasonably high rate. | don't know 16 process, sonebody has to accept that nomnation; correct?
17 This is actually up to Keith because all the nominations are 17 A No. Actually | think the -- once somebody is nomnated, that
18 sent to him 18 person autonatical |y runs whether they're willing to run for
19 Q Soall the nomnations go through Keith? 19 the election. There is no vetting after that point.
20 A Vell, | nean, sonebody -- sonebody -- actually it's not 20 Q S0 anybody who noninates, that person can run as |ong as
21 Keith. Sorry. It used to be soneone named Jerry Gardner, 21 they' re willing?
22 who just passed awnay, and since he's passed away | don't know 2 A Yes
VA] vho vie send the nominations to. But there is a gatekeeper 23 Q Sue. Butisn'tit alsotruethat if Selman didn't
24 and you send ei ther self-nomination or nonination for other 24 self-nomnate, sone people mght not be confortable
25 peopl e to that person and then that person usually contacts 25 sel f-nomnating themfor positions?

Page 47 Page 49
1 the relevant faculty nenber, unless it's a self-nomination, 1 A No. Wen you vote, you don't know whether the person was
2 to ask whether they're willing to run for the election and 2 self-nomnated or soneone el se noninated them
3 then there is an el ection. 3 Q Rght. But that doesn't negate the fact that sonebody night
4 Q Sure. But the nomination -- the term"nomnation" indicates 4 not feel confortable self-nomnating thensel ves. They night
5 that somebody is presenting you -- or not you but I'll use 5 vant their peers to nominate them isn't that true?
6 the termcolloquial Iy here, you or sonebody el se as saying, 6 A | don't think so
7 hey, | think that this person would be a good fit for this 7 Q Youdon't think so?
8 position; correct? | mean, that's what nonination neans. 8§ A M
9 A Possibly. | mean, it's-- | guess what |'mtrying to get is 9 Q (ay.
10 it's not |ike we have -- we have six or seven, | can't 10 A | nean, because just because -- just because it's not --
1 remenber menbers, on the Advisory Cormttee, for exanple. 1 think -- | nean, in a sense ve are just trying to get people
12 Each year ve elect two nenbers. Rght? So you usually vant 12 to serve on conmittees. It's not really -- it's not like --
13 full professors to serve on the commttee or naybe if there 13 there is no prestige associated with it. Mybe you can say
14 i an associate professor who's doing very well, then you 14 okay, you know nore about the inner workings on the
15 noninate himor you consider nomnating him Soif there -- 15 departnent if you' re on the Advisory Conmttee for a period
16 for exanple, if they're never in the department, that would 16 of two years. But it'snot -- | nean, infact, it'salot of
17 not be a good person to serve on the Advisory Cormttee 17 work. It's alot of extra time that you spend on these
18 because they're never in the departnent. They don't know 18 comm tt ees
19 vhat's real |y happening. So these kind of considerations 19 Q Sure.
20 come into play. 20 A Sl wouldn't agree that --
21 Q Those woul d be considerations say if you wanted to el ect 21 Q That's not what |'masking. |'mnot asking --
2 somebody, you woul d look at their record whether they'd be 2 A N. I'mgetting toit. |'manswering your question. So
23 the right person; correct? 23 vhat you are saying is that there has to be a certain -- like
24 A | didn't -- | can't understand. Wit did you say? 24 you are thinking that nomnationis a level of respect.
25 Q | saidwhat you're talking about nowis the election process, 25 Q I nean, | don't want you to guess what |'mthinking. |
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1 don't. Infact, | don't want you at all to assune what I'm 1 Q Lkeitruns--likeit hasits own cycle, likeits own

2 thinking or assume what |'masking you. 2 yearly cycle; right? Sois it for the 2019-2020 school --

3 A | have tointerpret your question in one way or the other, 3 A Acadenic year.

4 0. .. 4 Q Gkay. Soit runs fromacadenic year; right?

5 Q M questionis very straightforward, is whether or not people 5 A Anost. But there are issues that come up in the sumer

6 nght not feel confortable self-nomnating thensel ves. 6 sometimes. So usually it's really for one year but the

7 A They will -- they'll feel confortable self-nomnating. 7 i n-person meetings are during the acadenic year

8 Q Bverybody inthe world will feel confortable -- 8 Q (kay. And then so somebody who has served for an acadenic

9 A | will not agree with that. | can't speak for everybody. 9 year technical | y?

10 But there are peopl e who have self-noninated thensel ves and 10 A Yes

1 have gone to wn el ections. 11 Q Ckay. And there's six, maybe seven, but at least six people

12 Q Ave there other people who have not sel f-noninat ed? 12 vho serve on the cormttee for an academc year?

13 A Yes. 13 A Yes.

14 Q Andisn't it possible that those peopl e have not 14 Q Soif there are six people, that means two people, whether

15 sel f-nomnated because they don't feel confortable 15 they' re appointed every year or every two years, you said

16 sel f- noni nat i ng? 16 probably every year there are two people on that -- on the

17 A It's possible | suppose. 17 commttee each year out of six that are appointed by the

18 Q That's all I"masking you. 18 chair?

19 A Cay. 19 A | would say so, yeah

20 Q Adisn't it true that some peopl e who serve on that 20 Q Cay.

21 commttee are a so appoi nted? 21 A | nean, these nunbers are -- 1'mnot hundred percent sure

22 A Each comittee has a different structure, so there are -- | 22 but they're within the ballpark. | nean, they're not --

VA] think probably on all comittees there is sonebody who's 23 Q | nean, six or seven basically is the same anyways

24 poi nt ed. 24 A Yeah

25 Q Sojust about if not all commttees have somebody who's 25 Q Soit could be either two or three people appointed by the
Page 51 Page 53

1 appointed to that conmittee; correct? 1 chair, whichis --

2 A | think so. | don't knowfor sure, though. 2 A Yeah

3 Q Wo appoints those individual s? 3 Q --not alarge discrepancy. V@ can agree; correct?

4 A | think Keith. 4 A (Nodding.)

5 Q Youthink Keith. And on the Advisory Conmittee how nany 5 Q I'mgoing to hand you what's |abeled as (P-3L. The nunbers

6 posi tions are there? 6 don't mean anything to you | promise. They're just for us

7 A Sevenl think. @ six. Mybesix. Sxor seven. [|'mnot 7 A Yeah

8 sure. 8 Q And| believe that is 11.23. Professor Kulkarni, do you

9 Q Sxor seven 9 recal | testifying about this email a few mnutes ago?

10 A Yeah 10 A Regarding Kulkarni?

11 Q If you know how many of those six or seven people are 11 Q Doyourecall testifying about this?

12 el ected? 12 A Yes.

13 A | think four. Because each year we elect two | think. It's 13 Q Adinthisemil, thisis the email where you said that

14 a two-year conmttee, so there are four people that are 14 people will gotojail if they put signed information that

15 el ect ed. 15 Sel nan percei ves as faulty? That was your testinony

16 Q Soyouwll elect two this year and then two different ones 16 correct?

17 will be next year and there will be another election next 17 A Yes.

18 year? s that the systen? 18 Q  Can you show e on here where it says that Selmanis going to

19 A Yes. 19 judge what's faulty and what's not faulty?

20 Q And then two are appointed by the chair? 20 A \Vell, the first sentence says, "M suggestion to AdCom

2L A No. If you're appointed by the chair, then | think you are 21 nenbers is not to sign any docunents al ong the way of

2 not there for two years. You are there for one year | think. 2 penal i zing your colleagues.” That doesn't say that thereis

23 Q But there are two each year -- the comittee runs fromyear 23 directly or indirectly, so, | nean --

24 to year; correct? 24 Q Does that say do not sign any documents penalizing because

25 A | can't -- say that again. 25 Selman Akbulut? s that statement -- is that what that says?
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1 A Mo it doesn't, but it does -- 1 MR REFENBERG Can you please answer the
2 Q (kay. Andthen the next sentence says that he -- "I think," 2 question?
3 the | is Selman Akbulut, "think Promslow put 5 previous 3 A | think | am Because --
4 nenbers in trouble by making themsign faulty docunent about 4 BY M. DOKORE
5 federal funds." 5 Q Let e repeat the question so we can all be clear about what
6 A Yeah 6 the actual questionis. | would like you to showme on this
7 Q Andthat they can go tojail for that. 7 docunent where it says that Selman will decide that
8 A Yes. 8 something's faulty resulting in going tojail.
9 Q Doesit say that he's going to judge what's faulty or do you 9 A | think the questionis not fair. | can't ansver that
10 think that people wll just gotojail because Selnan tells 10 questi on.
1 peopl e they have to go to jail? 1 M5, DOKORE I'mgoing to ask --
12 A N. Selmanis saying that they can go to jail because they 12 A Because --
13 signed faulty docurents. 13 M5 DOKORE I'mgoing to ask --
14 Q Because if they signed a faulty document. But does it say 14 A G| finishny sentence? Because --
15 Selman will decide what's faulty and then you go to jail? 15 M5 DOKORE:  Please instruct the wtness to
16 A Yes. 16 ansver the question.
17 Q That's what this says? 17 MR REFENBERG  Can you please answer the
18 A That's what it says. 18 question?
19 Q It says-- showme. 1'dlike youto point that out where it 19 A Sohere's ny problem She's asking me to prove sonething to
20 says Selman is going to decide what's faulty and you're going 20 her. | can't prove sonething in one sentence. |'muaiting
21 togotojal. 21 to prove.
22 A H'ssaying that | think Pronislowput five nenbers in 22 M REFENBERG She's asking you to point out
VA] troubl e by making themsign faulty documents about federal VA] vhere something is said.
24 funds which they knowis not correct. There are mitiple 24 Ms. DOKORE  That's correct.
25 statenents here that | think are false or at least he has no 25 A Yes. But --

Page 55 Page 57
1 vay of knowng that they are false. Rght? Heis saying 1 M5 DOKORE  I'mnot asking for his inference
2 that they know he's not -- 2 because he's given his inference. |'masking himto show
3 Q | wouldlike you just -- 3 ne --
4 A I'mgettingtoit. I'mgettingtoit. 4 A Ckay. The second sentence is ny -- "I think Pronislow (along
5 Q NMN. Let ne-- 5 vith Kirkpatrick) put 5 previous AdCommenbers in trouble by
6 DR PRMSLOV Please don't talk over each 6 naking themsign faulty docunents about federal funds, which
7 ot her. 7 they knowis not correct (because the PI has been telling
8 VS DOKORE | don't think that that's a 8 themso, and official nemos show ng themso). They could go
9 proper objection and | don't think that's appropriate from 9 tojail for this." So Selmanis sayinginnyviewthisis
10 that side of the table. 10 vhere | point out that Selmanis saying that they will goto
1 JUDE WATBEK | didn't hear it. Did you 1 jal.
12 hear? 12 BY M5 DOKORE
13 MR REFENBERG | didn't. 13 Q Doyouthink that Selman has the power to take sonebody to
14 R PROMSLON [|'mtrying toinstruct the 14 jail?
15 witness not to speak over. 15 A Hecould threaten.
16 M5 DOKORE  And | don't think that Professor 16 Q Hecould threaten, but do you think that he has the power to
17 Pronislow has the right to instruct THE witness fromthe 17 put somebody in jail?
18 charging party's table. That's whol Iy inappropriate. 18 A | believe no.
19 JUDGE WA TBECK  He shoul d ask you. 19 Q Doyouthink that if somebody signs a faulty document and a
20 MR REFENBERG Yes. Pease, if you have 20 police report is filed there would be a conpletely different
21 difficulty wth what's going on, ask us. 21 process?
2 R PRMSLO¥ Ckay. Thank you. 22 A | believe so, yes.
23 M5 DOKOURE | would ask this comittee to 23 Q Doyouthink that if somebody files -- signs a faulty
24 please instruct the wtness to answer the specific question 24 docurent there should be a consequence to their action?
25 that 1'masking. 25 A | can't answer that question yes or no.
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Page 60

1 Q Youdon't -- soyoucan't answer -- if somebody does 1 Q I'masking you in between Sel man making an accusation of
2 sonet hi ng wong -- 2 sonething being faulty and being a crine and that individua
3 A | can't ansver that question because it's -- it's too broad. 3 or those five individuals, as you said, going tojail
4 Q If sonebody does sonething that is illegal, should there be a 4 something el se woul d need to take place; correct?
5 penal ty? 5 A Yes.
6 A Yes. 6 Q Sohe'snot actually threatening to take people to jail?
7 Q If signing a faulty document regarding the funds of sonebody 7 R PROMSLON (jection. Asked and answered
8 elsewth the realmof a federal grant isillegal, should 8 M5 DOKORE | don't believe that there's been
9 there be a consequence for signing that faulty document? 9 an answer.
10 A | need to hear the question again. 10 MR REFENBERG  Can you just answer the
11 Q Swe Ifitisillegal for somebody to sign docunents about 1 question whether or not he would go tojail? She's asking
12 federal funding, like an NSF grant, should that person 12 vhether or not Sel man --
13 receive a penal ty? 13 BY M. DOKARE
14 A Yes. 14 Q I'"masking whether or not Selmanis telling sonebody that
15 Q But Selman would not be giving that penalty, would he? 15 he's coning to take themto jail
16 A Yes. 16 M REFEBERG Regardless of what you think of
17 Q  Yes, he woul d? 17 the question, just answer it
18 A N, he wouldn't. 18 A So whether Selnan will take themto jail?
19 Q Hewould not; correct? 19 BY M5. DOKORE
20 A Yes. Yes. 20 Q Yes.
21 Q That would be somebody el se? 2LA N
2 A Yes. 22 Q I'dliketonove onto CP-62. It's under Tab 11.S1L. It's
23 Q S Selmanis not threatening to put any specific personin VA] the last exhibit entered. |'mjust waiting for everybody to
24 jail inthisenil, is he? 24 catchup tous. | know It'salittlebit down tine
25 A | can't answer that question. 25 Rght?

Page 59 Page 61
1 Q Does he nane anybody and say you're going to jail? 1 M5 DOKORE  Are we ready?
2 A Sy that again 2 BY M. DOKORE
3 Q Does he name anybody and say you're going tojail? The 3 Q (Ckay. Professor Kulkarni, do you recall testifying about
4 docunent"s in front of you if you'd like to refresh your 4 this docunent a few monents ago?
5 nenry. 5 A  Yes, | do.
6 A N. | mean-- 6 Q Prior totestifying -- or during your testimony about this
7 Q That's ano; correct? 7 docurent, you testified that there are sone funds that are
8 A N | didn't say that. 8 given each year to invite speakers; is that correct?
9 Q Wose name is mentioned in this docunent as going to jail? 9 A Yes
10 A The previous Advisory Committee. 10 Q And this docunent is a document that actually allocates --
11 Q It says they could go tojail. 1 like notifies, | guess, it appears to everybody because it's
12 A Yes. 12 addressed to faculty; correct?
13 Q If they signed a faulty document? 13 A Yes
14 A No. They didsignafaulty docunent. 14 Q  Hwmch funds each departnent is getting and who's going to
15 Q Roght. Andthey could gotojail? 15 be in control of those funds; correct?
16 A Yes. 16 A Yes.
17 Q Wuld anything have to happen or is Selman going to cart them 17 Q Youalsotestified that generally senior faculty is given the
18 off tojail? 18 responsi bility of dealing with inviting speakers and funds
19 A Say that again. 19 Viésn't that your testinony?
20 Q Isanything else going to happen in between or is Sel nan just 20 A Yes. Butit's--
21 going to cart themoff tojail? 21 Q Aeyouthe senior faculty in algebraic --
22 A Soyou're asking me whether they will gotojail. The answer 22 A I'mone of the senior faculty | would say.
23 i's no. 23 Q Aeyouthe -- and who woul d be considered senior faculty
24 Q That's not what |'masking you. 24 the senior most faculty in geometry and topol ogy, if you
25 A Then| don't understand your question. | nean -- 25 know?
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Page 62 Page 64
1 A Probably Selnan. 1 A Gl make a correction? | think | nade a mistake because |
2 Q Probably Selman. Do you know when Mitt Hedden becane a full 2 see that Ekaterina Rapinchuk was one of the organizers.
3 professor, a tenured prof essor? 3 She's an assistant professor. So clearly it's not restricted
4 A | think it ves either this year or last year. |'mnot sure. 4 to professors. | mean, it is -- everybody gets a chance with
5 Q So maybe 2019, maybe 2018? 5 the peers. | think just -- | don't know how Keith deci des
6 A Thisyear. Actually | nade a mstake. Because he got 6 this. But thisis not restricted to professors or even
7 witten as an assistant professor. So clearly ny statenent 7 tenured professors.
8 Was wrong. 8 Q Soit'ssolelyat the discretion of Professor Pronislow?
9 Q Wen did he becone a tenured professor, if you know? 1f you 9 A | guess so.
10 don't know you don't know 10 Q Ckay.
11 A Sxyears ago. About six years ago. 2012 maybe or sonething 1 M5, DOKOURE  This woul d be an appropriate
12 like that. 12 place to stop.
13 Q That's when he hecane tenured? 13 MR FREFENBERG Then let's stop nowfor ten
14 A | nean, usually -- there are six years between beconing a 14 ninutes. That neans 11:20.
15 full professor and getting tenure. 15 (Recess taken at 11:10 a.m)
16 Q (kay. Solet's take a step back. Do you know when he came 16 (Back on the record at 11:23 a.m)
i to ML? 17 BY M5 DOKOLRE
18 A N 18 Q M. Kulkarni, when you testified on direct examnation do you
19 Q Doyou-- 19 recal | testifying that you had -- that you and your Advisory
20 A | nean, | canwork it out. It must have been 2008 or so. 20 Committee had tried everything to solve this problen?
21 Q 2008. Wuld it surprise you that his testinony yesterday 21 A | didn't say that. | saidthat at this point we have no
22 said that he came here a lot later than that? 22 recourse. So the Advisory Committee recomended that this
23 A It wouldn't surprise me. | wouldn't knowwhy -- why would | VA] should be -- after Selman's email, not as a consequence of it
24 remenber his OV 24 but just to get the timng right, the Advisory Comittee
25 Q Ckay. VeIl . .. Andsoyourenot sure when he hecane a 25 reconmended to the chair, then he reconmended to the dean
Page 63 Page 65
1 tenured prof essor? 1 that she -- Cheryl Ssk vas the dean then, that she shoul d
2 A N 2 appoint a conmttee within the college to look into serious
3 Q Ckay. But certainly your testimony is that the nost -- 3 di sci pli ne.
4 senior nost professor in geometry and topol ogy woul d be 4 Q But you testified that you had tried everything -- your exact
5 Prof essor Akbul ut; correct? 5 vords is we tried everything. Are you saying now that you
6 A Yes. 6 didn't try anything?
7 Q  Has Professor Akbulut invited speakers before? 7 A N. Wdid | nean, sowhat |'msayingis that by we --
8 A | guess so. | don't knowfor sure. 8 vhen | say we tried everything, | meant the -- the math
9 Q But hehasinthe past invited speakers? 9 departnent had run its course for what can be done because
10 A Yes. I'msure. Yeah 10 Advisory Cormittee recommended that we should -- to ask the
11 Q And he's participated in sennars? 1 dean to forma conmttee outside of it, at which point -- at
12 A Yes. 12 vhich point it went outside of the purviewof that comittee.
13 Q Wthin the nath departnent? 13 Q That vasn't the context of your testinony. Let ne refrane ny
14 A Yes. 14 questi on.
15 Q Do you know when the last time Selman was placed in the 15 A Yeah
16 position that Matt Hedden was placed inwith being able to be 16 Q  Wen you vere testifying about why you thought ternination
17 over top of the funds to invite speakers? 17 vas necessary, you testified that if there's nothing left to
18 A | think thisis only the second or third year that we are 18 be done hecause we tried everything to resol ve this problem
19 doing this. 19 and ' masking you do you recal | stating that?
20 Q  Pardon? 20 A Yes. But let ne ask you do you mean legal ly? | don't
21 A Thisis the second or the third year we have had a need |ike 21 understand the question.
2 this | think. 2 M5, DOKORE I'mgoing to ask that this
23 Q Sure. S has Selnman ever? 23 witness not be allowed to question me.
24 A | don't know | mean. . . 24 THE WTNESS | understand |"mnot al | owed to
25 Q Cay. 25 ask --
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Page 68

1 MR REFENBERG You can ask for clarification. 1 vhen you're saying you tried to shut his access to his

2 A Yes. Ckay. I'mgoing to ask for clarification because | 2 viebsite down, then -- thenit's not ne because it was the

3 don't understand -- | don't understand whether you are asking 3 col lective decision of -- whether -- actually it was

4 vhether vie had exhausted our egal possibilities or all 4 authorized | think by sonebody even higher up than Keith

5 possibilities that we as mathenaticians can understand? 5 It's not -- | wasn't picking out the side

6 BY M. DOKARE 6 Q Sovyouretestifying-- | asked you a question about your

7 Q I'masking you what you said, so ny frane of mnd is not 7 participation in solving this problem--

8 relevant. |1'masking you did you say that you exhausted al | 8 A Yes

9 renedi es? 9 Q -- and you gave ne several exanples of your participation

10 A Yes. | saidthat, yes. 10 A Gay. S--

11 Q Wth regards to solving the problen? 11 Q I'mnot asking you -- just for clarification, 1"mnot asking

12 A Yes. 12 you vhat Professor Promislowdid. |'mnot asking you what

13 Q  Wat did you try? 13 TomToninson did. I'mnot -- when | speak about what you've

14 A Sothis-- thisis-- this pertains only to the emails, so 14 done, that could be you personal Iy in your individual

15 ve -- at some point we thought that maybe we can curtail his 15 capacity or what you're aware of in your capacity on a

16 access to the enail, but that's not possible and that's not 16 comittee that took action. |'mnot asking you about

17 right. Then because the documents were on the department web 17 anything el se other than that because that's all really you

18 servers, the access to the departnent web server could be 18 entails. Soif you'd like ne to start again.

19 curtailed. The enails had stopped and so ve -- at that -- 19 A No. | can-- | cananswer this. Soif you're asking ne

20 that is the point at which -- and | think there vere other 20 about ne, let ne go back. A sone point | did ask Selman why

21 avenues that were pursued, like this Tom-- Professor Tom | 21 isit that he sinply not let the course go, because this has

22 can't renenber his nane. 22 happened to all of us. Qur courses have been cancel ed. None

23 Q TomTontinson? VA] of have control of that. | nean, |'ve taught reading courses

24 A Tonbinson. 24 and an additional course wth seven students. Sothisis --

25 Q Vére you in meetings wth Professor Tom Tondinson? 25 Q Soyour testimony nowis that your attenpt to reach out to
Page 67 Page 69

1A N 1 Sel nan was to tell him--

2 Q Soyoucan't testify about TomTontinson, thenm; correct? 2 A Mot totell him To ask him

3 A N | can Because I'mnot talking about his testinony. 3 Q Toask himtolet it go--

4 I'msaying that the suggestion or the discussions about 4 A Towhich-- to which his answer was there vas no grievance.

5 vhether that avenue shoul d be pursued happened in the 5 The answer and question were unrel ated

6 Advisory Cormittee, and then even when that failed, it cane 6 Q Isthereaprocess for filinga-- if you have a problemwith

7 up again in the Advisory Cormttee, at which point we said ve 7 sonething that happened to you at the university, is there a

8 should go and meet with the lawers if any serious discipline 8 process for that?

9 is to be contenpl ated. 9 A | would not know

10 Q So everything wes focused on shutting Selnan down; correct? 10 Q Soyou don't know anything about a grievance process?

11 A N 11 A No. Because --

12 Q Wat didyou dototry toreach out to Selmanin an effort to 12 Q Soyou don't knowwhether that's a valid answer or not?

13 ntigate his feelings in this situation, if anything? 13 Because if there was a process where he coul d have conpl ai ned

14 Because what -- 14 about what happened to himand that process didn't take

15 A People -- people did try to communicate with him-- 15 place --

16 Q I'masking you what you did. 16 A No. Actualy his answer vas invalid. If I"masking hi muhy

17 A Wat | personaly did? 17 didn't you just accept that the course was cancel ed, the

18 Q Yes. 18 ansver that there wasn't a grievance is not a relevant answer

19 A Nothing. 19 inny opinion.

20 Q Nothing. Soyoudidn't try everything. Wat you triedis 20 Q Your prior testimony vasn't that you had asked hi mwhy he

21 shutting his access to email because that was your testinony; 21 didn't teach the class. Your prior testinony was that you

2 correct? 2 asked himwhy don't you just let this go and that he

23 A See, you'reusing | intwo different ways. | object to that. 23 responded that he didn't have a grievance. Those are not the

24 Because when you' re saying that whether | did something 24 sare things

25 personal |y to reach out to him you want touse it as |, but 25 A (kay. | asked himprecisely why -- why did you not just
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Page 70 Page 72
1 teach the course that was canceled on the side while al so 1 i's giving anybody advice. It's a conversation and we are
2 fulfilling your duties of the course that were assigned. 2 trying to come up wth some reasonabl e sol ution.
3 Q Sovyour attenpt at solving the probl emwas to reach out to 3 Q And you gave your opinion?
4 Selman to be able to nake your own judgnent about what he did 4 A | gave ny opinion.
5 vas correct? 5 Q Avout what you think nay or nay not work with ny client?
6 A No. Because first of all -- 6 A Wat may -- actually what -- what is it that we should try to
7 Q | believe that's your testinony. | asked you what did you do 7 do to make it work.
8 and you sai d you personal |y reached out to himand asked him 8 Q Vs any of those things that you tried to do to nake it work
9 vhy didn't you just go ahead and teach this course. 9 anything other than shutting down his enail or shutting down
10 A No. But, | mean, | was also in conmunication wth other 10 his access to his wehsite?
1 faculty menbers who did try to reach out to him 11 A Yes.
12 Q I'mnot asking you what they did. |'masking what you did. 12 Q Wat vere they?
13 A But ny talking to themand giving themadvice is a so doing 13 A Soat sone point ny good friend M. Shapiro approached Sel nan
14 something; right? So how can you not -- howcan | say that | 14 totalk to himabout what the situation wes. | had extensive
15 did nothing? | nean, there were people who tried to reach 15 conversations wth Mchael about this. | aso--
16 out to him and before they did reach out to him | had 16 Q I'mreninding you of the question. |'masking you what other
17 extensi ve conversations wth themand | nade suggestions 17 things did you suggest or discuss as a way to solve the
18 ahout what is likely to work, what is not likely to work, and 18 probl ens other than shutting down ny client's enail and
19 so this was ny contribution. 19 shutting down his access to his web page.
20 Q  So you advised other peopl e how they shoul d approach Sel man? 20 A Wat specific suggestions did | nake?
2l A No. | didnot advise howthey shoul d approach Sel nan, but 21 Q Yes. QO that were discussed by you.
22 vhen the issue came up whether sone peopl e woul d approach 22 A | need sone tine because this was four years ago now | have
VA] him | -- this was -- this was a conversation anong VA] to think fromfour years precise conversations we had four
24 colleagues. Thisis not a court of lawthat we were talking 24 years ago.
25 about, so it isnot like we are giving advice this is what 25 JUDE W TBECK I you don't know say you
Page 71 Page 73
1 you should do. That's just not how we operate. 1 don't know
2 Q Soyouguys had a lot of conversations about Selman; correct? 2 A | don't remenber.
3 A V¢ vere what? 3 BY M6 DAKARE
4 Q Youand your colleagues had a | ot of conversations about 4 Q Isthereapolicyinthe Advisory Committee for when somebody
5 Sel man? 5 applies for sabbatical? Does that goin front of the
6 A | don't knowif alot, but surely several conversations. 6 Advisory Cormittee?
7 Q Andin those conversations you indicated to themwhat you 7 A It didn't used to be the case.
8 bel i eved Sel man's behavior nay or nay not be; correct? 8 Q Wendidit start being the case?
9 A Thiswas actually -- this vas | think early on. | don't 9 A | think either this year or last year. Last year | think ve
10 know -- | don't think there was so nany emails at that point. 10 discussed it very briefly, but this year we discussed it
11 Q Isthat a yes? 1 nore.
12 A | don't know how to answer that question yes or no. 12 Q Discussed what?
13 Q Because you testified that you and your col | eagues got 13 A Eachindividua case.
14 together and you gave themadvice about what you think may or 14 Q  Each individual case of what?
15 nay not have worked with Selman. That was your testinony; 15 A Sabbatical application.
16 correct? 16 Q The record has to be clear. 1'mnot trying to be difficult.
17 A | can't ansver that for sure because now ' mconfused about 17 | pronise.
18 vhat the neaning of what advise neans. Advise is not a 18 A | understand.
19 directive. 19 Q Ckay. Does the Advisory Committee have a duty to nake a
20 Q That was your wvord. 20 deci sion on applications of professors for sabbatical ?
2L A | understand. | mean, actually did | use the word "advise"? 20 A | don't knowif we have a duty. | don't know
22 Q Vecanreadit back, but yes, you did use the word "advise." 22 Q  So when you guys discuss the case of somebody who applied for
23 You said | advised themwhat may or may not work with Sel man. 23 sabbatical, then what happens? You just discuss it and
24 A | takeit back. | can't -- | don't think -- | nean, it's -- 24 then --
25 as | said, I"'mun-- in conversations vith col | eagues nobody 25 A No. Sothis year actually thisis the first time that we
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Page 74

Page 76

1 actual ly sat down and tried to cone up wth the policy 1 and they said no and then no one woul d ever know?
2 guideline for deciding howto -- it used to be that the 2 A That'sright. That is true, yeah
3 college -- it's tied up with the college inthe end, but this 3 Q Sointhiscaseit could be possible that people had
4 year we decided that before e make recommendations to the 4 approached Professor Akbul ut to be noninated, he did not
5 college we will come up with our internal departnent 5 accept, and no know edge woul d have been di sseminated; is
6 guideline, soalot of the discussion this year was centered 6 that correct? No one would have ever heard of that?
7 around this point. 7 A It'spossible. | have no way of know ng
8 Q Soif I"mparsing out your testimony correctly, the Advisory 8 DR PRMSLOV Ckay. That's ny only question
9 Committee woul d 1 ook at somebody' s request for sabbatical and 9 Thank you
10 nake a recomendati on? 10 TEWNS Gl --
11 A Tothechair, yes. 1 R PRMSLON Nb.
12 Q Tothe chair. 12 THE WTNSS  No? 1" mdone.
13 A Yes. 13 MR REFENBERG  Questions? You're finished.
14 Q Hwlong has that happened? 14 JUDE WH TBECK:  Thank you.
15 A Hwnany years? 15 THE WTNESS  Thank you.
16 Q Yes. 16 (Gf the record at 11:40 a.m)
17 A | don't know Because before this two-year period | wes not 17 (Back on the record at 11:41 a.m)
18 on the Advisory Conmittee for a long tine. 18 BETH AN R
19 Q Dd you ever take sabbatical ? 19 (A 11:41 am, called by Dr. Pronislowand
20 A Yes. 20 svworn by the reporter, testified as foll ows)
21 Q Howdid you get a sabbatical ? 21 DI RECT EXAM NATI (N
22 A | just applied tothe college. | don't know You-- no. To 22 BY DR PRMSLOW
VA] the departnent. You submt papers. You request a sabbatical 23 Q Canyou please state your name for the record?
24 by submtting sone papers to the HR secretary within the -- 24 A Beth Gagnier.
25 within the departnent | think. 25 Q  Have you used other nanes?
Page 75 Page 77
1 Q Wthin the department? 1 A Fornerly Koivisto
2 A Yeah. And then they -- | don't know what happens after that. 2 JUDE WA TBECK  Wul d you spel | your last nane?
3 Q But at least for the last two years you guys made a 3 THEWTNESS It's GAGNI-ER
4 r econmendat i on? 4 BY IR PROMSLON
5 A Yeah. | think -- | would say last year. | don't really 5 Q Thank you. Can you introduce yourself and explain your role
6 remenber what happened the year before. Even though | was on 6 inthe mtter before us today?
7 the conmittee, | just don't remenber it. 7 A Sue. | amthe staff unit admnistrator, so | supervise --
8 Q Did Selman ever apply for sabbatical while you were on the 8 the entire support staff rolls up to ne, and I've been in the
9 comittee? 9 Departnent of Mathematics for about eight years.
10 A | think this year he definitely did. 10 Q If you could just pull the microphone a little bit closer.
11 Q Wat about |ast year? 1 The acoustics in here are very difficult.
12 A Probably the year before, yeah, | think he did. 12 A Isthat better?
13 Q Dd you guys make a recommendation as to his sabbatical ? 13 Q Dd you receive an avard recently fromthe col | ege?
14 A Ve didnot make a recommendation. 14 A 1 did | received the Jack Breslin Dstinguished Saff Asard
15 M5 DOKORE Ckay. | have no further 15 in 2018 and the Qollege of Natural Science Saff Anard in
16 quest i ons. 16 2018
17 R PRMSLON | have a coupl e questions. 17 Q Do you have a supervisory role over Carolyn Wénple?
18 RED RECT EXAM NATION 18 A | do. Shereports directly to ne.
19 BY DR PRMSLOV 19 Q Hwnany years have you known Carol yn?
20 Q Ryjesh, couple quick questions. 1f soneone is -- do you know 20 A I've known Garolyn el even or 12 years.
21 during the nonination process for department commttees if a 21 Q Ckay. I'dlike to hand you a document that's already been
22 nomnation has to be accepted -- to be nomnated, does it 22 admtted. It's Tab 13.1.D It's CP-17.
23 have to be accepted by the person being noninat ed? 23 (Discussion off the record at 11:42 a.m)
24 A Yes. 24 (Back on the record at 11:43 a.m)
25 Q Soit could be that sonebody asked someone to be noninated 25 BYDR PRMSLOW
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Page 80

1 Q Socanyouidentify briefly this document for us? 1 not the inpacts

2 A lcan It'sanenmil fromProfessor Akbulut directed to 2 MR REFENBERG Can you ask a more direct

3 Garolyn Wnple, copied to nyself and ny supervisor at the 3 question about observation, please?

4 tine, Rck Hensh, and a few people at the NSF. 4 DR PRMSLON Yes.

5 Q Sojust for clarification, howmany parts are there to the 5 BY DR PRAMSLON

6 enai | ? 6 Q Didyoudiscuss with Carolyn specifically the inpact that

7 A There's -- well, the original one wes to Carolyn and it -- 7 these enails were having on her?

8 Q Sovyou're discussing the -- your comments are pertaining to 8 A Yes, | have

9 the part at the bottom correct? 9 Q Didyoufeel as her supervisor it vas affecting her job

10 A CQorrect. Were it starts with "Dear Carolyn." 10 per f or nance?

11 Q Let's focus on the part at the bottom Can you identify the 11 A Aosolutely

12 recipients for us on the bottomhal f of this email? 12 Q Vés Carolyn Vénple at this time having heal th i ssues?

13 A Yes. Mot only nyself and Rick Hensh but there are three -- 13 A Shewes. Garolyn vas going through a second round of

14 looks |ike three programofficers with the NS 14 net astasi zed breast cancer at the tine and chenvt herapy.

15 Q Socanyou identify the information that's being requested? 5 Q S--

16 A Yes. Sowhen| read this email, Professor Akbulut is 16 A Seddstate tone --

17 basi cal Iy asking Carolyn to correct her mstake. H's 17 M5 DOKORE:  I'mgoing to object tothis

18 inplying that she is msmanaging his NSF accounts and 18 witness testifying about sonething that sonebody told her as

19 accusing her of nisnanaging his funds. 19 i nadni ssi bl e hearsay, especially when that person could have

20 Q Canyouread the date of that as part of the email for us? 20 been called as a wtness to testify

21 A The date is My 16, 2016. 21 MR REFENBERG Back to the policy that full

22 Q Soat thispoint intine have simlar requests been nade that 22 evidence rules are not governing

VA] vere dissemnated to a broad audi ence? VA] Vs DOKORE | understand that. But there's

24 A Yes. 24 best evidence. They have not nmade an argunent that Carolyn

25 Q Mre than two? 25 Vénple is unavailable to testify. If Carolyn énpleis
Page 79 Page 81

1 A Yes. Mny. 1 available to testify, this witness should not be allowed out

2 Q Mre than ten? 2 of fairness and equity in this proceeding to testify to

3 A Yes. 3 hearsay that | can then not cross-exani ne

4 Q Mre than 20? 4 M REFENBERG (Can you restructure your

5 A I'mnot sure about that. 5 question so that you're not asking for hearsay or at |east --

6 Q (kay. Soyou have a direct supervisory role of Carolyn 6 DR PRMSLONV | think I'll nove on to ny next

7 Vénple; is that correct? 7 question

8 A | do 8 MR REFENBERG -- things that she's actually

9 Q Doyouneet wth her frequently in a professional capacity? 9 observed, the witness has actual |y observed?

10 A Yes, we do. 10 DR PRMSLON 1'Il move on.

11 Q Soyou're aware of -- 1 THE WTNESS  Gan | add something? M. Vénple

12 M5 DOKOURE 1'mgoing to object because now 12 broke her foot this morning and is not able to testify.

13 he's putting words in the witness's mouth again. 13 R PRAMSLON [|'msorry?

14 MR REFENBERG  Ask your question. 14 THE WTNESS M. Vénpl e broke her foot this

15 R PRMSLON Sorry. Sustained. 15 norning and is not able to testify.

16 BY DR PROMSLOW 16 M5 DOKORE:  She nay not be avai | abl e today

17 Q kay. Can you characterize the inpact that these emails were 17 hut she ves available the last three days and she nay be

18 having on Carol yn \Veénpl e? 18 available the next coning four days that we have schedul ed

19 M5, DOKOURE 1'mgoing to object to this 19 She's not legally --

20 vitness testifying to an inpact ona third person. That 20 MR REFENBERG \éll, that's beside the point

21 person coul d have been brought before us to testify about the 21 wth respect to this. Soask questions about what she can

2 inpact. That would be at a minimumhearsay. A a minimm 2 obser ve.

23 this person has not been qualified as a wtness -- or as an 23 DR PRMSLON Al right. | understand

24 expert witness in other people's state of mnds. She can 24 BY DR PRMSLOV

25 testify to what she's observed Carolyn doing or not doing but 25 Q Ddyou ask me to take steps to shield Carolyn Vénple from

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video

(800) 878-8750 -

M chigan Firm No. 8029

78 to 81






Page 82

Page 84

1 these enai | s? 1 A Yes. Wereit starts "Last tine | |ooked Fraud and

2 A |did 2 Enbezzl ement is defined as 'the act of wthhol ding assets for

3 Q Dovyourecall what the steps were? 3 the purpose of conversion of such assets, by one or nore

4 A\ had decided to notify the dean and ask for advice. W had 4 persons to whomthe assets were entrusted, either to be held

5 al'so rerouted her emails so that they would go to R chard 5 or to be used for specific purposes.”

6 Hensh, and Rick or | woul d be the one responding to any 6 Q Ganyouindicate to ne where -- which part you're reading

7 requests fromDr. Akbul ut. 7 fron? |'ve lost contact wth you.

8 Q Dovyourecall when the enail rerouting began? 8 A The very last paragraph on Page 2.

9 A 2015, early 2015. 9 Q Page?2 Gkay. Sojust remnd us. This email, what's the

10 Q  Perhaps January 2015? 10 date of this part of the email you're looking at?

1 M5 DOKOURE:  1"mgoing to object because he is 11 A April 23rd, 2017.

12 clearly at this point testifying and trying to color the 12 Q And can you identify the recipients of this part of the

13 testinony of this wtness by providing her and feeding her 13 enai | ?

14 i nf or mat i on. 14 A It was sent to the entire Department of Mathenatics, copied

15 A | had already said early 2015. 15 to Terry Qurry and addressed to nyself and Carol yn Vénpl e.

16 JUDGE WH TBEXK:  Can ve go off the record for a 16 Q Sotheinformation that's being requested here fromCarolyn

17 nonent, pl ease? 17 and fromyoursel f, is this a newrequest for information

18 R PRMSONV Yes. 18 that"s been provided al ready?

19 (Discussion off the record at 11:50 a.m) 19 A N

20 (Back on the record at 11:50 a.m) 20 Q Socanyou tell us when was the information provided?

21 BYDR PRMSLOW 21 A It had been provided several tines over the last few years.

2 Q Sol can't remenber if | asked you this question or not. 22 Even in the email he -- Professor Akbulut says, "I know you

23 \ére these efforts successful ? 23 already ansvered themto ne several times inwords, in

24 A N 24 witings of enails and in official menos. . ." He's trying

25 Q I'mgoing to hand you an itemfrombinder Tab 11b. 11h, as 25 to persuade faculty that he says are resisting to believe the
Page 83 Page 85

1 in bravo. 1 answers.

2 VS DOKORE  This one's not admitted yet? 2 Q Sodoyoufeel the email's really addressed to you?

3 R PRAMSLON It's not admitted. It's a new 3 A It's addressed to nyself and Carol yn.

4 one. 4 Q (kay. There were miltiple requests for information. Vés the

5 BY IR PROMSLON 5 information provided to Professor Akbulut the same every

6 Q Gl ask that you identify this -- can you identify this 6 tine? Did you provide himwth the sane information?

7 docunent ? 7 A Thisgetsalittle nore tricky. So the information had been

8 A | can 8 provided several tines. | did not see every docunent that

9 Q Gnyouputitincontext for us? Can you describe it? 9 was given to Professor Akbulut. These grants in 2014, the

10 A I can It beginsin April of 2017. It is addressed to the 10 financial systemthat MSU uses did not -- if you got just a

1 entire Departnent of Mithematics and copied to Terry Qurry. 1 financial report out of business negligence, they weren't

12 It is addressed to Carolyn Wnple and nyself. It is -- 12 reflective of what was in the grant. Encunbrances weren't.

13 sounds denanding, yes or no to two questions. And he 13 For exanple, if you had $100,000 in your grant, really to

14 reiterates -- fromProfessor Akbul ut and he reiterates that 14 spend if that report said that, there were things like

15 he's asked these questions several times, and then at the 15 indirect costs that were still in 100,000, so you really

16 bottomhe refers to fraud and enbezzl enent. Feel s 16 didn't have $100,000 to spend. You had $48,000 to spend.

17 threatening in the fact that, you know if you don't do 17 That's just one exanple. Carolyn Vénple's the research

18 these, thisis-- thisis what this looks like. Carolyn and 18 administrator in the departnent, so her role is to provide

19 | had tal ked about this enail along with nany others. 19 support to faculty who have research accounts with the

20 She's -- it's caused her a great amount of stress and 20 university. Professor Akbulut asked her for the sane

21 enbarrassment, frustration, job satisfaction plumeting. 21 infornation in different formats in different ways many, many

22 Q If I canclarify, the comments you just made are specifically 2 tines, it felt like until he got the answer that he wanted,

23 addressing the part of the email at the very bottom the 23 until he could see something that he could use. Faculty

24 initiating one -- sorry. Can you identify the part of the 24 often have conversations and emails wth the research

25 enai | you're addressing? 25 admnistrator talking about expenses, trying to run different

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video

(800) 878-8750 -

M chigan Firm No. 8029

82 to 85





Page 86

Page 88

1 scenarios on how nuch they would have if they did this or if 1 about Carolyn and her behavi or?
2 they did that. Sothere's not area clear-cut answer to 2 A Yes. Her physical appearance when we woul d have
3 that question | guess is what |'msaying. 3 conversations regarding this matter, her face would get
4 Q Didyou have an opportunity to observe the inpact that this 4 flushed and red. She would get choked up. She would get --
5 enai | has had upon Carolyn, upon the whol e staff that you 5 | wouldn't -- she didn't actually cry but water would fill in
6 super vi se? 6 her eyes. She was visibly upset
7 A | have. |'ve had many conversations. Carolyn and | do 7 Q Thank you
8 one-on-one meetings. The level of stress and frustration and 8 DR PRMSLOVN |'mgoing to nove to submt
9 huniliation -- 9 this. | believeit's P63
10 M5 DOKORE I'mgoing to object. This 10 JUGE WVHTBEXK  Are you sure this is not
1 witness is not qualified as an expert in psychol ogy and 1 al ready admtted?
12 cannot testify to sonebody el se's level of frustration, 12 R PROMSLON Yes. There are -- clarification
13 hum liation, any other psychol ogical condition because that's 13 on this docunent. 1t has 11Dis related -- originated out of
14 not what she's trained to do and they have not qualified her 14 asinmlar docurent fromMatt Hedden's submission, but the
15 as an expert for such. 15 second hal f has not been subnitted
16 R PRMSLON Thisis her roleinthe unit is 16 M5 DOKQLRE  And | woul d ask that the top
17 to monitor the staff and to observe their functioning. This 17 portion that has already been submtted be stricken as
18 i's exactly what she's supposed to be doing. This is her 18 dupl i cati ve
19 experti se. 19 JUDE VHTBEK  It's already adnitted.
20 M5 DOKORE  She's supposed to be deternining 20 M. DOKORE Right. But it's only part of it
21 their functioning with regards to howthey performtheir 21 and she can't testify or authenticate the rest of it. And ve
22 duties, whether they performtheir duties. Sheis not 22 only need the last page
VA] supposed to be -- there is no job in the world where you're VA] MR REFENBERG o basically strike the top
24 required as a manager to deternine whether sonebody's | evel 24 part
25 of humiliation or sonebody's |evel of anxiety or stress. 25 M5 DOKORE  That's correct.
Page 87 Page 89
1 Those are psychol ogi cal conditions. She can testify to 1 DR PRMSLON |'mhappy to submt only the
2 vhether or not Carolyn was able to conplete her duties, 2 last page. That's ny intent. (P63
3 vhether or not she had a downturn in the ability to conplete 3 MR REFENBERG So are you subnitting just the
4 her duties, but she cannot testify to somebody's state of 4 last page or the -- | just want to clarify. Wich part?
5 nind. 5 R PRAMSLON | submtted only the last page,
6 M REFENBERG Can you ask a question that 6 the second page.
7 woul dn't be talking about her state of mind, would be talking 7 M REFENBERG Not anything on the first page?
8 about observable criteria of stress? 8 DR PROMSLON Nothing on the first page. And
9 BYDR PRAMSLOM 9 if the Qourt wshes that the top above the black line be
10 Q Vére specific -- at any tine did you have -- did Carolyn 10 struck, but that's relevant information, so. .
1 bring up specific indicators for stress? 1 MR REFENBERG  Ckay.
12 A CGarolyn specifically told ne -- 12 M. YERVMK I'msorry. Gan| be clear? Sothe
13 M5 DOKORE:  1'mgoing to object because this 13 last page should, this be stricken, the top part?
14 witness cannot -- first of all, we haven't determned what an 14 M5 DOKOURE 1'mnot asking for that.
15 indicator of stressis. Thiswtnessis not capable of 15 M5 YERWK Ckay. Thank you.
16 deternmining what an indicator of stressis, and I'mgoing to 16 MARKED FCR | DENTIFI CATI ON
17 continue to reobject to this witness testifying about what 17 CHARG NG PARTY EXHBI T 63
18 somebody who's capabl e of testifying and available to do so 18 12:04 p.m
19 could testify to out of fairness and equity. 19 BY DR PRMSLOV
20 MR REFENBERG  (ould you question her about 20 Q kay. I'dlike to hand you anitem This is binder Tab 11H
21 observabl e behavi or, something that didn't require expert 21 It has not been admitted. Beth, can you tell neif you
2 knowt edge on the part of sonething? 2 recogni ze this docunent?
23 R PRMSON Sure. 28 A | do

24 BY DR PRMSLON
25 Q Beth, vere there any specific observations that you made

24
25

Q (Qould you just give us a quick scan perhaps and just tell us
vhat your nain points are that you're making?
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1 A Yes. Thisisny statement of inpact on fromny perception 1 had been reported to themby sonebody el se and that was the
2 vhat has been going on with Professor Akbulut's behavior and 2 first | vas made aware of it.
3 how the communi cation, the constant bonbarding of the same 3 M REFENBERG Can | get a clarification here?
4 question over and over, by copying the entire departnent, 4 Did your last nane change?
5 other university officials, outside officials, wth the NS, 5 THEWTNESS It did It did It was Koivisto
6 and the inpact that it's had. It was hard to describe in 6 vhen | won the avard and it is now Gagnier
7 vords honestly. It took ne a while to wite this. It's been 7 BYDR PRMSLON
8 very disruptive. It was very disruptive to the staff inthe 8 Q A thetine of most of this docunents preparationit's
9 department. Folks were in fear. They didn't vant to -- 9 correct that you were Koivisto?
10 their jobs are to support faculty, students, and other units. 10 A CQorrect
1 They were fearful of naking a mistake or saying something 1 R PRMSLO¥N So | think that was moved to
12 wong, that that would get construed and then sent out to 12 adnit. |s that okay? Mve to adnit.
13 nany other folks, not only the full departnent, but outside 13 M5 DOKORE I'mgoing to object. It's not
14 the departnent, so mich so | wes telling themjust to either 14 relevant. Thisis activity that Professor Akbul ut engaged in
15 send themto ne or delete them any emails that they received 15 not fromthis tine, not in his officia capacity as MU
16 fromProfessor Akbulut. If he's asking for something that 16 person. Thisis, in fact, protected free speech that he
17 they were to send it to ne. 17 engaged in on Twtter. This witness has already testified
18 R PRMSLON |'mgoing to nove to adnit. 18 that she did not know about it until sonebody el se notified
19 VS DOKORE | have no obj ecti ons. 19 her about it. Soit's not relevant to his duties within the
20 MARKED FCR | DENTI FI CATI Qv 20 nath departnent or whether or not he violated nath policies
21 CHARG NG PARTY EXHBI T 64 21 vith behavior pursuant to his actual positionat MU This
22 12:06 p.m 22 happened on his free tine exercising his legal free speech
23 BYDR PRMSLOW VA] rights and therefore it's not relevant to this proceeding
24 Q  Wen you vere awarded the Distinguished Saff Award, was this 24 MR REFENBERG Ve will admt it for what it's
25 recogni zed by a tweet that originated fromthe Qollege of 25 worth.

Page 91 Page 93
1 Natural Sci ence? 1 MARKED FCR | DENTI F CATI O\
2 A Actually when | received the Breslin, the O stingui shed aff 2 CHARG NG PARTY EXHBI T 65
3 Averd, at the university level, it vas tueeted by the College 3 12:11 p.m
4 of Natural Science. 4 R PRMSLON CP-65.
5 Q I'dlike to hand you a docunent. It is the content of hinder 5 BY IR PROMSLON
6 Tab 11.S12. Sfor Samor sunmer. 6 Q I'vejust got one last docunent for you here. Thisis the
7 MR REFENBERG [Did you say Slike SanP 7 contents of hinder Tab 11. N5
8 R PRMSLON Slike Sam 8 R PRMSLON And | believeit's heen
9 BYDR PRAMSLOM 9 previously admitted just recently, soit should be -- | don't
10 Q G you identify this docunent for us, Beth? 10 know the CP nunber.
11 A lcan Itisaretweet. It'slike aretueet of a retweet | 1 M5 YERMAK:  Repeat it back to ne
12 think. A the bottomBylems. It starts with "Koivisto's 12 R PRMSLO¥ 11.N6. Binder Tab 11.NG.
13 acconpl i shrents #MBU " She had original ly retveeted the 13 Ve YERMAK It's CP-60
14 original tweet that was sent out by ONS congratulating ny 14 R PRMSLON  CP-60.
15 award, and she talked -- she has three actual points. 15 BY R PROM SLOW
16 There's two showng here. But highlighted what she thinks ny 16 Q Do you recogni ze this docunent, Beth?
17 acconpl i shnents are. That was then retweeted by Prof essor 7 A 1do
18 Acbulut with the statement that's here that he didn't know it 18 Q Ganyou give us just a brief overviewof what it is?
19 was ny job to slander faculty. 19 A Thisis when | won the Qollege of Natural Science Saff
20 Q Soistherealink inside of this? 20 Averd.  An announcerent went out to the NatSci faculty, and
21 A Thereisand that linkis to ny statement of inpact. 21 then Professor Akbulut sent it on Novenber 9 of '18.  Sorry.
22 Q Sowhat was your reaction when you were first informed of 2 Trying toread. To the Dean's Cifice of Natural Science,
23 this? 23 sent it toall NatSci academics, which was roughly 900
24 A | wes surprised. | didn't knowit had happened. | vas 24 people, and | also actually received this, so-- and so did
25 contacted by AE Cfice of Institutional Equity, because it 25 ny staff, so even though it mght not look like that on here,
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1 but the Department of Mathenatics received this as well. 1 A Principal investigator.
2 Were he states that this year's winners include hate letter 2 Q Principal investigator. WMat duties are entailed wth the
3 witers, and then he put links to -- the one links to ny 3 principal investigator function under an NSF grant?
4 statenent of inpact. It was fromProfessor Akbul ut. 4 A They run the research and approve spending.
5 Q Qould you sunmarize for us what inpact this had on you or 5 Q Andthey're ultinately accountable for how that noney is
6 perhaps the whol e event? 6 spent; correct?
7 A It ves huniliating and enbarrassing. Mst of the Nat i 7 A There are several people that can be held accountable for how
8 academc list people | don't know They do not knowne. The 8 that money is spent
9 inpact is unknown quite honestly. Interms of what it does 9 Q Andthe Pt is one of those people; correct?
10 to ny reputation professionally. | didfeel likeif I 10 A CQorrect
1 applied for a job sonewhere that they might see that nane and 11 Q Sothey have a duty to ensure that their grant money is spent
12 go, hmm bring pause to whether they would actual ly consi der 12 under the quidelines wth which the grant wes given?
13 ne as a candidate. For someone who doesn't like to bein the 13 A Qorrect.
14 spotlight to begin with, you know these awards were hunbling 14 Q And the grants that this enail talks about are Professor
15 and honoring and they becane a focus of enbarrassnent. 15 Acbul ut's grants where he is PI; correct?
16 Q Gkay. Thank you. 16 A Qorrect.
17 R PROMSLON | have no further questions. 17 Q And he's asking for information because he believes, and I'm
18 JUDE W TBEK o the CP nunber was what ? 18 not asking you whether you agree, but he believes that there
19 DR PRMSLON That was 60, CP-60. But it's 19 has been sone m sunder standi ng about the allocation of the
20 not a new one. 20 funds in his grant; correct?
21 MR REFEBERG (Qoss? 21 A Canyou ask me that question again? | want to make sure I'm
2 CORCBS: EXAM NATI QN 2 there.
23 BY M5. DOKORE 23 Q Swre. Sohe'ssending this email totrytoclear up vhat he
24 Q od afternoon, M. Gagnier? 24 bel i eves are errors or discrepancies in the way his funds
25 A It's Gagnier. 25 vere either allocated?
Page 95 Page 97
1 Q CGagnier. Ckay. M. Gagnier. M name is Awy Doukoure. | am 1 A | don't knowif | can speak to the why
2 an attorney representing Professor Akbulut in these 2 Q | mean, | believe that you've already spoken to the why
3 proceedings. Do you mnd if | sit? 3 You've attributed a lot of intent tony client. You said he
4 A Notat al. 4 was trying to do this, hisintent was to do this. Wat is
5 Q I'mgoing to hand you a docunent you've already seen today 5 this enail asking?
6 that you previously testified about. It's CP-17. And that 6 A He's asking Garolyn to explain herself and correct her
7 is13.1.D Yourecall testifying previously about this 7 ni st ake
8 emil; correct? 8 Q Wiat are his exact words?
9 A Yes. 9 A Should I read the whole email or just that portion?
10 Q Andinthisemil youindicated that there are three or four 10 Q Not the whole enail. Just that portion
1 grant offices of the NS attached to this enail; correct? 11 A Gay. "So could you please explain this discrepancy, and
12 A Qorrect. 12 correct your mistakes managing ny grants.”
13 Q Wen a professor is acting as P on an NSF | oan, do they ove 13 Q Sohe'ssaying that there's a discrepancy; correct?
14 the NSF fiduciary duty? 14 A H'ssaying there is a discrepancy
15 A The award is given to the faculty menber through the 15 Q And he's asking her to correct what he thinks is a
16 uni versity, so the university has a fiduciary responsibility. 16 di screpancy; correct?
17 Q And then who is able to withdraw funds or allocate funds 17 A He says and correct your own nistake.
18 under a grant under those circunstances? 18 Q Rght. Because who is the person who will account -- who
19 A The faculty menber is. 19 does the accounting for these grants?
20 Q The faculty menber is? 20 A Vell, thisis -- he vas addressing Carolyn Vénple.
21 A The faculty menber is under the rules and regul ations of the 21 Q Rght. Andif there was a discrepancy about whether his
2 NS, 2 grant was encunbered or whether funds vere used one way or
23 Q Aeyoufanliar withthe termP? 23 another way, she would be the person to address that;
24 A | am 24 correct?
25 Q WHat does that nean? 25 A Qorrect.
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1 Q Sohe'ssayingthere's a discrepancy; correct? 1 Ms. DOKORE Boy. |'msorry. It's CP-63.
2 A CQorrect. 2 |"mdoing ny best | pronise to keep up wth the tabul ation of
3 Q Andhe's asking her tofixit; correct? 3 these docunents.
4 A He says correct your nistake. 4 BY M. DOKORE
5 Q Isthat ayes? Is he asking her to fix sonething 5 Q Dovyourecall testifying a fewninutes ago about this
6 resulting -- that resulted in a discrepancy, vhether it's her 6 docunent ?
7 nistake, anybody's nistake? Is he asking her to fix what he 7 A 1 do.
8 thinks led to a discrepancy in his accounts? 8 Q Inthisemil yousaidit was threatening and harassing;
9 A Yes. Ckay. 9 correct?
10 Q Wuld that be part of her duties? 10 A | said| felt likeit was, yes.
11 A It would be. 11 Q Canyouread the first line of the email for me after "Dear
12 Q Dd you oversee the drafting of a meno in 2016 regarding the 12 Carolyn and Beth"?
13 funds available in Professor Akbulut's grants? 13 A "Forgive me for taking your available tine."
14 A | don't recal. 14 Q That's not threatening so mich, isit?
15 Q Do you know whether or not Carolyn Vénple subnitted a 15 A It'sinterpretation, in ny opinion.
16 nenorandumor created such a nemorandumthat detailed -- or 16 Q But there's nothing inherently nefarious ahout those words;
17 that provided any bal ances for at |east two of Professor 17 correct?
18 Acbul ut' s grants? 18 A Wth that specific sentence, no.
19 A In-- 19 Q And then the next sentence, please.
20 Q In 2016, yes. I'msorry. 20 A "Wuld you please answer the fol l owing questions YES or NO¥"
20 A I don't recall. MNo. | don't think so, no. 21 Q There's nothing inherently nefarious about would you please
22 Q Soyoudidnot participate inthe drafting of such a nenois 22 either; correct?
VA] your testinony? 23 A Qorrect.
24 A | vould have to see the menv. 24 Q And then he's asking you to provide specific ansvers to two
25 Q Do you do any day-to-day work with the grant funding or P's 25 questions; correct?

Page 99 Page 101
1 thensel ves? 1 A CQorrect.
2 A (na day-to-day basis? 2 Q \Wuld those two questions be wthin either the purview of you
3 Q  Yes. 3 or Carolyn Vénple to be able to answer?
4 A N 4 A There was -- can you ask ne again? |'msorry.
5 Q Have you ever? 5 Q | know It's not easy to be up there |'msure. Those two
6 A Yes. 6 questions, which just for clarification are actually |abeled
7 Q Soyourefanliar what the process for how grants becone 7 as 1and 2; correct?
8 encunbered; correct? 8 A CQorrect.
9 A (Qorrect. 9 Q (Ckay. Wuld you be able to answer those questions?
10 Q Andis there circunstances in which grants can be encunbered 10 A Not withayesor anojust howhe asked. Thisis the
1 by a non-bi nding pronise of a professor? 1 fol | owing questions, yes or no.
12 A 1 guessinwhat -- | guess | need a little nore clarity. 12 Q ay. Soif I ask you right nowdid Professor or Chair
13 Q Suwre. Soif sonebody is coning to visit here and Prof essor 13 Prom sl ow use $5,000 of departnent funds to pay for Mbhamad
14 Akbulut is like, hey, I'Il give you $10,000 when you get here 14 Asadi's health insurance, that's not a question that you'd be
15 and then changes his nind, is that something that could take 15 ahle to ansver?
16 pl ace? 16 A | would-- well, | would have to look at --
17 A ltis. 17 Q Rght. I'mnot asking you to answer it. | promse. You do
18 Q And he could reallocate that sane $10,000 to somebody el se if 18 not have to ansver that question today. |'masking whether
19 he chose? 19 inyour -- wthin the scope of your job you would have the
20 A ltis. 20 information at some point to be able to answer that question.
20 Q I'dlike to nove nowto what's been adntted as CP-63, which 21 A CQorrect.
2 isthe last page of 11b. 22 Q Soyes, you woul d?
23 DR PRMSLON Gan you clarify this docunent? 23 A CQorrect.
24 11? 24 Q Ckay. | just want to make sure. And then the second
25 R MTH 11Dor B? 25 question, is that sonething that you woul d have been able to
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1 ansver ? 1 department, the natural people who woul d be | ooked at woul d
2 A That would have been sonething that -- it woul d have taken ne 2 be nysel f and Carol yn Vénpl e.
3 probably a long time. Carolyn Wnple woul d be the best 3 Q Rght. And also the person who nade the fraudul ent request
4 person to answer that question. 4 for $5,000 to pay for M. Asadi's heal th insurance; correct?
5 Q Soit'sfar tosay, then, that both of those questions coul d 5 A | don't knowthat | can speak to that honestly.
6 have been answered by either you or Carolyn Vénpl e? 6 Q That's fair. 1'mgoing to ask you about the letter that you
7 A Yes. 7 wote wthout giving it back to you. Is that okay? I'mnot
8 Q Andthat this email, while sent to a wder audience, was 8 going to ask you -- | promise you | won't ask you to recall
9 addressed to two peopl e who had the ability to answer those 9 the contents of it. | just don't think it's necessary to go
10 two questions? 10 through the whol e thing.
11 A Yes. 11 A Gay.
12 Q Does this docunent explicitly say that you are being accused 12 Q Youwote aletter about -- they're calling it an inpact
13 of enbezzl ement or fraud? 13 Statenent, sowas it your intent to wite a letter about
14 A Toneit felt like there vas an inplication of that by the 14 Professor Akbul ut's behavior that wes intended to show how it
15 last paragraph. 15 has affected, you know naybe yourself and peopl e under your
16 Q Aevyoufamliar withall of the circunstances regarding -- 16 direction?
17 or alarge portion of circunstances regarding Prof essor 17 A That would be correct.
18 Akbulut"s allegations of the encunbrances of his grants? 18 Q (kay. And you wote that letter as a request of Professor
19 A CGnyou-- I"'msorry. | need you to repeat that question. 19 Pronislow correct?
20 Q Do you know the general sense of what he's conplaining about? 20 A Professor Promslowasked if | would be willingtowite a
21 A Yes. 21 statenent of inpact.
22 Q Adisn't it truethat alot of tines he conplained that 2 Q Shesolicited this letter fromyou?
VA] Prof essor Promi sl ow actual |y prevented himfromusing his 23 A Heaskedif | wouldwiteit.
24 grant? 24 Q And you drafted it?
25 A He conplained of that. 25 A | drafted it.

Page 103 Page 105
1 Q Andnot necessarily that Carolyn Wénple or yourself had done 1 Q Andyou subnitted it to hin?
2 any stealing of his funds; correct? 2 A |did
3 A It felt that way. 3 Q Adit'sfair tosaythat it's an honest and accurate
4 Q But he never said that, did he? 4 representation of how you felt?
5 A This was addressed to nyself and Carolyn and it talks about 5 A Qorrect.
6 fraud and enbezzl enent, so | think fraud, that was a 6 Q Soit doesn't inpugn any -- if somebody read this letter, it
7 reasonabl e -- for us that was a reasonable -- 7 woul dn't necessarily inpugn any portion of your character as
8 Q I'mnot -- I"mnot judging your reasonabl eness. 8 di shonest ; correct?
9 A Ckay. 9 A (Qorrect.
10 Q [I'mreally not naking a judgment on that. |'masking you 10 Q Soif other people were looking at it, it really just talks
1 vhether it's possible or whether this document states that he 1 about Professor Akbulut? It doesn't really say anything
12 was accusing you or Carolyn Wénple of enbezzl enent? 12 about you, does it?
13 A The docurent is addressed to Carolyn and nyself and it talks 13 A VeI, | believe it talks about how-- the inpact that it wes
14 about fraud and enbezzl enent, so does he cone out and say I'm 14 havi ng.
15 going to charge you with fraud and enbezzlement? No. But it 15 Q Rght. Andit talks about the inpact it had on you, but it
16 i's addressed to Carolyn and | and he talks about fraud and 16 doesn't say anything about your character?
17 enbezzl enent and we're financial officers for the departnent, 17 A N
18 S0, .. 18 Q Your ability to function in the workpl ace?
19 Q But would you also be the ones that sonebody woul d cone to if 19 A N
20 they wanted say an accounting of whether or not somebody took 20 Ms. DOKORE | have nothing further. Ch,
21 $5,000 fromthemfraudul ently to pay for a different -- like 21 wait. That's not true. | lied. | have one nore question.
22 Professor Asadi, for instance? You'd have that infornation? 22 It can be done in like two minutes | pronise.
23 A Ve would have that information, but we are also the purse of 23 M REFENBERG  (kay.
24 these funds, so that would be our responsibility, and if 24 M5 DOKOURE  And then | don't knowif you guys
25 there was any question on fraud and enbezzl enent within the 25 have any questi ons.
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1 MR REFENBERG VElI, let ne get to that. 1 A VI --
2 BY M. DOKORE 2 Q | mean it'salong report.
3 Q Youtestified about a tweet that was brought to your 3 A Itisaverylong report.
4 attention? 4 Q AndI'mnot asking you to recall any of the --
5 A Unhm 5 A Adl didn't readit.
6 Q Avout that Professor Akbulut had retweeted sonebody el se's 6 Q Adif youdon't recall the general crux of the report, you
7 retueet wth comment about the award you won; correct? 7 can say that.
8 A (orrect. 8 A Yeah. | nean, there vere no findings, | guess.
9 Q Andjust for the record, we're talking about CP-65, whichis 9 Q There was no finding against Professor Akbulut; correct?
10 admtted. And you testified that you were not aware of that 10 A CQorrect.
1 tveet until the QE brought it to your attention; correct? 1 M. DOKORE  Thank you. MNowl really, really
12 A Qorrect. 12 have nothing further.
13 Q And that tweet does not tag or -- are you famliar wth that 13 M REFENBERG Then | suggest that we stop
14 tern? It doesn't tag your Twitter? 14 here.
15 A | amfaniliar wth that term 15 M5 KELLEY: Can ve let the witness go or do you
16 Q (kay. Doesit at you? 16 have questi ons?
17 A N 17 MR REFENBERG \éll, are you going to --
18 Q Soit doesn't nention your Twitter handle at all? 18 R PRMSLON Mo
19 A Rght. But the hashtag MU puts it out to the entire -- 19 NS KELLEY: Mo, ve do not. V& have no
20 anyone who fol lows MU is ny understanding. 20 redirect.
21 Q | nean, the hashtag MSU does not call you out, correct, 21 R SMTH No questi ons.
22 personal | y? 22 M REFENBERG Then we'll let the witness go.
23 A No. It doesn't cone tolike ny Twitter. VA] (Recess taken at 12:36 p.m)
24 Q It doesn't post it on your Twtter account; correct? 24 (Back on the record at 1:31 p.m)
25 A Qorrect. 25 ROARD J. HEH
Page 107 Page 109
1 Q Andyour naneis not hashtagged init; correct? 1 (A 1:31p.m, called by Dr. Pronislowand sworn
2 A (Qorrect. Correct. 2 by the reporter, testified as foll ous)
3 Q And you vere nade avere of this by the QE report, provided 3 DI RECT EXAM NATI (N
4 by the QE? 4 BYDR PROMSLOV
5 A CQorrect. 5 Q \Wuld you please state your full nane for the record?
6 JUDGE WA TBECK  Excuse ne, counsel . Are you 6 A Rchard J. Hensh.
7 saying Gor AF? 7 Q G you give us your background at MU and why it relates to
8 Ms. DOKORE QE Cfice of Institutional 8 this process we're here for today?
9 Equity. 9 A I'masenior teaching specialist and assistant to the chair.
10 JIDEWTBEXK dE 10 (bviously | have teaching duties. M duties as assistant to
1 Vs DOKORE:  That is correct. 1 the chair, | provide the department with data. | query data
12 BY M5 DOKARE 12 vhenever asked, whenever |'masked. And I'malso the
13 Q Sothey brought it your attention? 13 supervi sor of the staff.
14 A CQorrect. 14 M. DOKORE I'msorry. | could not hear the
15 Q Doyouknowif there was an investigation? 15 last like half of that sentence.
16 A There wes. 16 BY IR PRMSLON
17 Q Do you know what the results of that investigation are? 17 Q  Qould you pull the mcrophone close to you?
18 A | do 18 A I'msorry.
19 Q Wat are they? 19 Q The acoustics in here are super deadening. You al nost have
20 A \Vithout looking at the report, | would like to -- 20 to eat the nicrophone.
20 Q Isn't it true that that QE investigator deternined that 21 M5, DOKOURE: | couldn't hear who you vere
2 Professor Akbul ut was not targeting you? 2 super vi si ng.
23 A MAgain | don't -- there were no sanctions issued if that 23 A The staff. Specifically Beth Koivisto reports directly to
24 nakes any -- 24 ne, the finance officer.
25 Q That's the only thing you remenber? No sanctions? 25 BYDR PRMSLOW
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1 Q Hwlong have you been at MR 1 also fromtine to tine the staff was copied and she received
2 A Asaninstructor, since 1994, 2 enails. She's a staff person, so she received those enails
3 Q I'mgoing to hand you a docunent that has already been 3 as well.
4 adnitted as C>-18. It's Tab 13.1F. Everyone with ne? Rk, 4 Q | guess | don't have to nove to admt. That's al ready
5 do you recogni ze this docurent? 5 adnitted. So I'mgoing to hand you another hinder tah here.
6 A Yes. 6 It's Tab 11.11G I'll take that one. Do you recognize this
7 Q G youremnd us of the date it vas sent and if you could 7 docunent, R ck?
8 verify briefly just the contents? Vé've all seenit hefore. 8 A | do
9 Ms. DOKORE:  I'mgoing to object to the form 9 Q Canyou describe it for us?
10 of the question. That's a conpound question. 10 A Thisisny letter dated April 2Ist, 2018, to nenbers of the
11 BY DR PRMSLON 1 Lhiversity Cormttee on Faculty Affairs detailing two
12 Q G you give us the date? 12 i nstances concerning Professor Akbulut's interactions with
13 A It's dated My 5th -- excuse me. My 17th, 2016. 13 the nath departnent staff.
14 Q And the content particularly of the third -- the enail at the 14 Q Gan you loosely describe it for us?
15 hottomand the second enails? 15 A The first incident involves Professor Akbul ut discovering
16 A The one that begins "Dear Carolyn"? 16 that the department woul d no |onger provide postage stanps
17 Q The one that begins, yes, "Dear Carolyn." A the bottom of 17 for anybody, and then he followed that up with an email to
18 the first page. 18 the entire department upset about the newpolicy, and it was
19 A Gkay. Thisisanenail fromSelman Akbulut to our person 19 just -- it was something that he had done before, but this
20 that's in charge of NSFfunds, anong other things, Carolyn 20 was the instance that | could recall specifically, sol
21 Vénpl e, asking for balances in one or more of Professor 21 included it inny letter. It was -- the sunmary of that
22 Acbul ut's NSF grants. 22 particular issue was -- it was, inny opinion his effort to
23 Q DdI ask you to take action about these enails? VA] bully the staff. That's all | need to say about that one.
24 A Yes. 24 The second one?
25 Q Ganyou tell us what the action was? 25 Q If you want to add something.

Page 111 Page 113
1 A You asked e to figure out some way that Carolyn woul d not 1 A Not tothefirst one. Ckay. The second incident isalittle
2 see these emails. So what ve did with Carolyn's pernission, 2 hit -- it focuses on the issue that you asked about earlier.
3 and | made sure that | inforned you and Beth, we set up an 3 The enai s that were sent to Carolyn directly or indirectly
4 enai| filter sothat emails that had certain key words, like 4 had been ongoi ng since sonetine in 2014. | was asked --
5 abrogation, would not -- Carolyn would not see them They 5 excuse me. | was under the inpression or | understood
6 woul d be forvarded to me and then | woul d convey the question 6 specifically, | think | sawthe email, that Sel man was
7 to Carolyn. 7 directed to stop sending Carolyn emails about the Abrogation
8 Q Sovasthefilter successful ? 8 of Duty issue and then endils in general, and when he
9 A Initially I thought it would be, but Carolyn needed to 9 refused, then | set up this email filter that | described
10 receive certain correspondence from Sel nan that were not 10 earlier.
1 related to this particular question and so setting it up wes 11 Q Sois there anything about the interaction between Carolyn
12 difficult. 1t was somewhat successful but not conpletely 12 and Selman that you observed directly or perceived that was
13 successf ul . 13 nost troubling to you?
14 Q Wen did you start? 14 A (nce the enail filter was in place, the email nessages al ong
15 A Snortly after. Sometime during -- during this tine period. 15 this line, this Abrogation of Duty endil, would come into ny
16 Roughly in the nonth of My 2016. 16 inbox and it was very disheartening. | sawthe |etters as
17 Q Gkay. Canyou explain to us why -- was it communicated to 17 hasically an attack, and the thing that made it all the nore
18 you vhy the filter should be put in place? 18 toxic, inny opinion, was that everybody seemed to be copied
19 A Yes. | was avare of the situation that was -- that was 19 on these emails. It wasn't always the case, but it happened
20 ongoing, the situation being that Selman had continued to ask 20 sufficiently often enough where the staff, the chair,
21 CGarolyn effectively the sane question over and over, phrasing 21 sonetimes the dean of the college, on occasion the president
2 it asonewhat different way. Inaddition to that, he also 2 of the university. Carolyn had been undergoing a second
23 indirectly -- he al'so sent out correspondences related to 23 round of chenutherapy during this period, and just speaking
24 this issue, Abrogation of Duty, for exanple, that was sent to 24 fromny own personal experience | know the effect it had on
25 the entire departnent, which she receives email from and 25 ne. | can't imagine howit would be to sonebody who's going
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1 through chemotherapy. So | tried to do the best | could to 1 possibility. The other possibility --
2 nake sure this filter worked because | didn't see any other 2 Q Let neclarify. I'mnot asking you whether or not she
3 vay around the situation. 3 refused to do --
4 R PRAMSLON I'd like to nove to adnit. 4 A N, no. Gay. Qarify.
5 M5 DOKORE | have no objection. 5 Q Yeah. |'mnot asking you that. |'mjust asking you the
6 MARKED FCR | DENTIFI CATI O 6 enai |'s that ask her questions that you failed to forward on
7 CHARG NG PARTY EXHBI T 66 7 to Carolyn Viénpl e, whether those emails vere ever responded
8 142 p.m 8 to.
9 BY R PROMSLON 9 A Sometimes | responded to them
10 Q Wat would it mean to you personal Iy if Selman rengins in the 10 Q Wth regards to questions about his grant in 2014, did
1 Oepart nent ? 1 anybody respond to those emails?
12 A Let me ansver that question two ways. If he remained in the 12 A Fomtine totine, yes.
13 department and continued to send the endils as he had 13 Q The bulk of them were they responded to?
14 throughout the years, it's very disruptive. It's--it's -- 14 A | don't know the answer to that.
15 it's atoxic atnosphere. (n the other hand, if the emails do 15 Q Wthregards to -- strike that.
16 not continue, | don't have a -- | don't have a problem The 16 Are you avere of a situation vhere Carolyn
17 enai | issue and the badgering of the staff is ny prinary 17 \énpl e vas asked about $5,000 that was paid for M. Asadi's
18 concern, and there is noindication that that wll stop based 18 heal th i nsurance?
19 on since 2014. 19 A | don't recall that specific instance.
20 DR PRMSLON Thanks. | have no further 20 Q Ckay. |'mgoing to give you an exhibit. If you can give ne
21 quest i ons. 21 one second to get that exhibit.
22 M REFENBERG  (Qross. 22 M5 DOKOURE:  1'mgoing to hand this wtness
VA] CROSS: EXAM NATI N VA] vhat's marked as (P-63. It is the last page of what was in
24 BY M5 DOKORE 24 the binder Tab 11b, as in boy.
25 Q God afternoon, M. Hensh. M nane is Aty Doukoure. |'man 25 BY M5 DOKARE
Page 115 Page 117
1 attorney. |"mrepresenting Professor Akbulut in this matter. 1 Q Have you had a chance to review the document?
2 Isit okay if | sit? 2 A Yes.
3 A Yes. 3 Q Doyourecall whether or not you've ever seen this enail
4 Q Gkay. | have very few questions for you. 4 hef ore?
5 Wth regards to the filter that you put on 5 A | can't be ahundred percent sure, but | don't recall this
6 Carolyn Wénple's emails, was Professor Akbul ut nade aware of 6 docunent .
7 that filter before you had done it, if you know? 7 Q The date of this docunent is April 23rd, 2017, at 7.14 p.m
8 A | don't know 8 I's that before or after the filter was put on Carolyn
9 Q Youdidn't tell him though? 9 Veénpl ' s enai | ?
10 A | didnot. 10 A Ater.
11 Q kay. Gnce that -- those emails vere filtered to your enail 11 Q Have you read the docunent nowthat |'ve givenit to you?
12 address, did you forward themon to Garolyn Vénpl e? 12 A Yes.
13 A Not directly. Sometimes | would rephrase the question and 13 Q Do you believe this document may have been filtered from
14 send it on to her so that there was less -- just soit stated 14 Carolyn Wnple's emai | ?
15 some facts. Inparticular | didn't forward it onto Carolyn 15 A I don't know Sncel didn't seeit, it's possible that it
16 if the enai| contained information that was essentially sent 16 vas not filtered.
17 to her at sone earlier tine. 17 Q Soyoudon't knowif he was ever provided a response to this
18 Q kay. Didanybody -- | vant to be very specific. (e those 18 enai | ?
19 enails were filtered to your enail address, did anybody 19 A | cannot verify one way or the other.
20 provide a response to Professor Akbulut's enails that you 20 Q That's fair. Inyour letter you reference an incident
21 determned that you woul d not forward on to Carolyn Viénpl ? 21 regarding Professor Akbul ut requesting postage stanps?
2 A No. UWless -- unless the infornation was new 2 A Qorrect.
23 Q I'msorry? 23 Q Andthen finding out that the department no Ionger provided
24 A Unless the information -- unless the request was new and -- 24 postage stanps for nail. That's the incident we're speaking
25 so there's -- there's two possibilities. That's one 25 of ?
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1 A Qorrect. 1 emails that had the words "abrogation" or "abrogation of
2 Q Vs that a new policy? 2 duty" that Carolyn received directly or indirectly. That's
3 A It vas not an official policy one way or the other. 3 what she was copied on. | didn't search-- | didn't count
4 Q Had the department provided postage stanps to professors when 4 any other sources of emails.
5 they had asked for it before? 5 R PRMSLON Thank you.
6 A The departnent did not. The staff -- | understand that the 6 MR REFENBERG o these are the ones that vere
7 stanps cane by way of courtesy fromone or nore of the staff 7 captured by the filter in 2016?
8 nenbers. 8 THE WTNESS  That's correct.
9 Q Qut of their pocket or out of stanps they had pursuant to 9 R PRMSLON Yes.
10 their job functions? 10 MR REFENBERG  Any other questions?
11 A No. They -- | should be clear. The -- at least when | used 1 R PROMSLON |' mdone.
12 that facility, | -- | gave money for the stanps, so it was 12 MR REFENBERG | guess you're excused.
13 a-- vie just bought themthere fromthem 13 DR PRMSLON Ckay. V¢ have no ot her
14 Q Fromthen? 14 witnesses at this tine.
15 A They veren't -- they veren't given gratis. A least to e, 15 MR REFENBERG Are you ready to present yours?
16 0. .. 16 M5 DOKOARE Sure. Gan | have like two
17 Q Soif Professor Akbulut had gotten stanps before and there's 17 seconds to switch gears? Actually | knowit's alittle bit
18 not an official policy and nowthere's a new policy, that 18 early, seven nminutes early. Should we break now and cone
19 nmght have been a surprise to hin? 19  back and start?
20 A Yes. 20 M REFENBERG |'msorry?
21 Q It mght have led to a conplaint or two about the fact that 21 M5 DOKORE | saidit's seven mnutes before
22 he coul d no longer, you know stanp things in the office? 22 ve're supposed to take a break, so | was going to say if we
23 A | nyself vas subject to the sane policy. | was surprised. 23 can break seven minutes early and then cone back, that may be
24 And vhen | discovered the policy, | vent out and bought ny 24 nore logical.
25 own stanps and just kept themin ny office. 25 MR REFENBERG That nakes sense.

Page 119 Page 121
1 Q But there could have been sonebody conplaining or grunbling 1 M. DOKORE Ckay. Thank you.
2 about it? 2 R PRMSLON Can | just ask a procedural
3 A (Qorrect. 3 question? In between the end of their witness testinony and
4 M5, DOKOURE | have no further questions. 4 the rebuttal caseis there a break or isthis-- oris-- |
5 MR REFENBERG Mo further questions? 5 just don't know howthe process works. Do we just follow
6 M5 DOKORE N 6 immediately? 1'mjust wondering about binder -- files for
7 M REFENBERG Redirect? 7 binders, do those need to be prepared now or conpl eted now or
8 REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON 8 if there's new--
9 BYDR PRMSLON 9 MR REFENBERG  You nean final --
10 Q So, Rk, once the filter was in place, did you and Beth 10 DR PROMSLON Finalization of the rebuttal
1 Gagnier effectively assune joint responsibility for Professor 11 binder. Wen does that need to be conpleted? | sinply don't
12 Akbul ut' s post avard services on his grants? 12 know
13 A Not for all of them Just for the ones that were -- well, 13 R SMTH Yeah. Because | have a binder that
14 let ne -- let me rephrase that. V& effectively worked on his 14 was delivered to me, just last week | got it, and is that
15 post grants -- we assumed that responsibility, but | never 15  binder conplete or are there sone other things that wll come
16 really asked for clarification fromGarolyn. There were sone 16 for that?
17 correspondences that she needed to continue with Sel man. 17 M5 YERVAK That's conpl ete.
18 That's why we didn't -- at least she had no objection, 18 DR SMTH That is conplete, so nothing el se
19 because we didn't filter out everything. It would have been 19wl be added?
20 so much easier to set up the filter if we had filtered out 20 DR PRAMSLON That's the charging binder.
21 all these emails but she didn't want that. 21 DR SMTH No, no. The respondent.
22 Q Canyou just give us an estimate how many enails the filter 2 M5 DOKORE o that's our binder. Andit's
23 capt ured? 23 alnost conplete. V¢ have at least one rebuttal document that
24 A Inthe tine span starting in May of 2016 through | think 24 we wll be submtting that | spoke about earlier.
25 Novenber with -- most of Novenber, there vere at least 16 25 R SMTH Maybe you can just provide that as

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video

(800) 878-8750 -

M chigan Firm No. 8029

118 to 121






Page 122 Page 124
1 anadditiona item 1 either nisinterpreted or msrepresented to the panels that
2 M. DOKORE | will. 2 were deciding those issues, that credence was not given to
3 DR SMTH Yeah. Not a problem Yeah. It's 3 Professor Akbulut regarding the anount of money that he --
4 ot aproblemat all. 4 that wes available within his funds for the NSFwith which to
5 (Discussion off the record at 1.54 p.m) 5 pay the tuition for certain students that would put himover
6 (Back on the record at 1:55 p.m) 6 thecap. There will a so be evidence that there, in fact,
7 MS. KELLEY: | think the question was do you 7 was another student who had wished to apply who was denied
8 need to have the rebuttal exhibits in advance, and no. You 8 because she applied several minutes too late. There will be
9 wll get themat the start of our rebuttal case. That nakes 9 evidence put forth that he, in fact, did teach the exact
10 sense; right? 10 class that was canceled. There will be evidence put forth
1 M5 DOKOURE | nean, you can't have a rebuttal 11 that he had a 1-2 teaching load for the year that he vas
12 beforea-- 12 supposed to -- for the year that this took place, neaning he
13 M5 KELLEY: Rght. 13 was teaching one in the fall and two in the spring, and he
14 DR PROMSLON It doesn't happen before that. 14 did, infact, teach two courses in the spring.
15 NS KELLEY: No. 15 There will be evidence of other corruption that
16 M5 DOKOQRE | think, yeah, that would put an 16 took place by persons within the departnent who had the
17 undue burden on you. \¢'d have to guess. 17 ability to affect raises, that had the ability to affect
18 M REFEBERG Al right. So then we're going 18 class assignnents, and that had the ahility to affect the
19 to take a break. 19 overall atnosphere in the department as well as the ability
20 M5 DOKORE  Ckay. Thank you. 20 toinfluence negatively inferences and understandings about
21 (Recess taken at 1:55 p.m) 21 nyclient's behavior and personality and that that person
22 (Back on the record at 2:10 p.m) 22 did, infact, do other things to try to bring disrepute to
VA] M5 DOKORE  Administratively, it's ny 23 Professor Akbul ut, including changing registration nunbers on
24 understanding that | get to make oral argunents now correct? 24 classes, not the actual nunber of people who registered but
25 MR REFENBERG  You can make an opening. 25 the registration nunbers, and al so tanpering with student
Page 123 Page 125
1 M5 DOKORE  Wuld you prefer if | stand to 1 evaluation forns to provide |ower student eval uations for
2 make opening argunents? 2 Professor Akbulut than was actual ly ascribed by students
3 R SMTH You're fine there as long as ve can 3 themsel ves.
4 hear you. 4 Al of these things we wil argue and we wll
5 Vs DOKQRE | find this nicrophone to be a 5 present evidence led to a certain amount of nistrust on
6 lot easier to use than that one, but if the panel feelsit's 6 behalf of Professor Akbulut towards the departnent and
7 nore respectful to stand, | wll do that. 7 towards the process that he received. Evidence will indicate
8 So this proceeding has convened and has taken 8 that Professor Akbulut was not trying to harass or intimdate
9 place over several days nowin an attenpt to show that 9 people but rather just to clear his nane, renove bl enishes
10  Professor Akbulut's conduct has brought a level of, the 10 fromhis academc record that were put there, and try to
11 allegations are disharnony and disrepute to the math 11 bring a level of transparency to the goings-onin the
12 departnent. The problemthat was faced by Professor Akbul ut 12 departnent that had not been there before and to expose sone
13 has been characterized by the charging party as mninal, 13 of the corruption that had taken place that was |eading to
14 sonething he shoul d have gotten over relatively quickly, and 14 other -- hinself and other department nmenbers to feel that
15 that he had had enough process. Due to testinony of the 15 there was a level of corruptionin the math departnent and a
16 defense witnesses, it will becone evident to this panel that 16 level of hostility towards certain nenbers of the nath
17 there ves already an environment of alevel of toxicity in 17 departnent in favor of other menbers.
18 the math departnent that was present prior to Professor 18 \Vé're real |y here today because Prof essor
19 Akbulut's Aorogation of Duty Penalty that resulted from 19 Pronislowwas criticized for his actions because he made a
20 several discrepancies and several abnornalities that had 20 nistake, and instead of clearing up that mstake, he doubl ed
21 happened in the department, including what appears to be 21 down on it by continuing to bring processes, continuing to
22 appointnents that were not in conjunction with the byl aws as 22 inflame people in the department against ny client, to
23 required. It wll also become evident that there is some 23 continue to speak wth nenbers and get them-- of the
24 credible evidence that many of the allegations against 24 departnent and get themon his side. You've heard testinony
25 Professor Akbulut for the Abrogation of Duty Penalty were 25 tothat already. \ are really here because Professor

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video

(800) 878-8750 -

M chigan Firm No. 8029

122 to 125





Page 126 Page 128
1 Pronislow as expressed in his own testimony here today -- 1 provided to her?
2 not today but during this proceeding, sees in pictures, so 2 M5 DOKOURE | provided it to her yesterday |
3 sonetimes he says things that are not necessarily accurate 3 think.
4 and then he cannot adnit his inaccuracies and instead tries 4 NS KELLEY: | takeit -- | don't know
5 toclear themup by putting other inaccuracies and pointing 5 M5 DOKORE  Yesterday or the day before. |
6 the fingers at other people about why they don't just get 6 provided it by email yesterday or the day before.
7 over things. 7 MR REFENBERG  \Men vere you nade avere of the
8 This is not something that Professor Akbul ut 8 fact that she hadn't gottenit?
9 took lightly. Hehas along history at MU as you've 9 M5 DOKORE:  The day before that.
10 already heard and you will continue to hear, where heis a 10 M REFENBERG Is there any other infornation
11 renowned mat henati ci an whomst udents appreciate taking his 11 we need? Now can you tell mein terns of the fact that
12 class. Heis well-published. He has brought noney into the 12 you're challenging these witness lists what harmexists
13 university. Before this Abrogation of Duty Penalty there has 13 because of the delay for qualification purposes?
14 been no testimony that anybody has had any negative 14 M6 KELLEY: V@I, we don't know that they were
15 interactions wth Professor Akbulut. In fact, many of the 15 going to testify, so, you know all of that that goes with
16  peopl e who have testified so far have stated they came to 16 it.
17 Mchigan Sate Lhiversity in the math departnent because of 17 MR REFENBERG |'mjust trying to see what the
18 Professor Akbulut. And we will put further testimony on over 18 effect of the late presentation vas.
19 the next course of the next couple of days that continues to 19 DR PRAMSLON It's an inpact to our
20 talk about the positive inpact that Professor Akbulut has had 20 preparation.
21 onthe nath departnent, on the reputation of MU on his 21 JUDE VHTBEK  |"'msorry?
22 colleagues, and on graduate students who ultimately got their 22 DR PRMSLON Qur ability to prepare.
23 Ph.D doing research under Professor Akbul ut. VA] M5 DOKORE M Wtness List is not required
24 And with that, 1'dlike tocall ny first 24 to provide any content regarding the substance of the
25 witness. |'mcalling Ustun Yildirim 25 testimony. Qily theirsis. Therefore, they have a nane.
Page 127 Page 129
1 M5 KELLEY: And | don't believe this wtness 1 They don't know what ny witness is going to testify. |'mnot
2 vas on our Wtness List. It was on the Amended Wtness Li st 2 sure how nuch their preparation has been affected by late
3 vhich vas provided | ate. 3 notice. Not asingle document is going to be entered under
4 M5 DOKOURE |'massuning that's an objection 4 thiswitness. Not asingle docunent that we provided to this
5 despite the fact that | didn't hear one. 5 panel or to M. Kelley or the charging party bears this
6 M5 KELLEY: It's an objection. 6 wtness's nane.
7 MR REFENBERG [Did you hear the objection? 7 MR REFENBERG  So the only infornation that
8 M. DOKORE | did not, but | heard an 8 vas given to themlate vas the Wtness List?
9 objection now This witness is -- was provided to the panel 9 M. DOKORE  That's correct.
10 ontime. There was an issue possibly with service of the 10 MR REFENBERG Mot the docurents?
11 charging party, but the regulations say it must be provided 1 M5 DOKORE: Al those docunents are documents
12 by the panel -- all things nust be submtted to the panel by 12 they've had for months because they were provided at the
13 August 2nd. This was in ny binder which vas received by the 13 initia hearing, pre hearing | think it was actually called.
14 panel on August 2nd. 14 MR FREFENBERG Wat renedies are you
15 M5 KELLEY: Your guidelines state that five 15  proposi ng?
16 sets of all exhibits and five sets of Wtness Lists shall be 16 MS. KELLEY: That they not be alloved to
17 filed with Kara Yermak vith a copy to the opposing party by 17 testify. There are two wtnesses who vere originally listed.
18 five p.m on Friday, August 2nd. 18 That's who we expected woul d be testifying here at this
19 M5, DOKORE  And | believe you're the only 19 hearing.
20 person who nay not have gotten that because of a clerical 20 MR REFENBERG |'mjust trying to clarify
21 error, and there's no prejudice here and there's no prej udice 21 where you're going wth this. So you want us to strike the
22 toproviding a wtness late. 22 last two witnesses?
23 M5 KELLEY: There's no such prejudice in the 23 M5 KELLEY: Uhless of course, you know they
24 qui del i nes. 24 arerebuttal wtnesses -- or surrebuttal witnesses. Then she
25 MR REFENBERG \Men was the final Wtness List 25 would be alloved to bring newwitnesses. So | would expect
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1 that the two witnesses that we timely received notice of 1 BY M5 DOKARE

2 would testify. Anybody beyond that would have to be a 2 Q Ganyou please state your nane and spell it for the record?

3 surrebuttal wtness to be a newwtness. Does that nake 3 A MWnaeis Wtun Yildirim It's spelled UST-UN

4 sense? 4 Y-1-L-DI-R1-M

5 M5 DOKORE No. But there's been alot of 5 Q And howare you associated with Mchigan Sate Wiversity?

6 discussion here -- 6 A | vas aPnhD student here.

7 MS. KELLEY: | was addressing the hearing 7 Q Wen vere you a Ph.D. student here?

8 comittee. |'mtryingtobe polite. | think I've been 8 A Sorry?

9 accused of being very inpolite. So. . . 9 Q Wen? Wat years?

10 MR REFENBERG Al | was asking you -- 10 A | start ny Ph.D study here in the fall of 2012 and |

11 M. DOKORE I'msorry. M ansver was not to 11 graduated 2018, like fall 2018.

12 you. | wesn't telling you no. That wes not ny intent. M 12 Q Aeyoufamliar wth Professor Akbulut?

13 intent was not to say no, it's noclear. M intent was to 13 A Yes, | am

14 say no, that's not accurate. But for clarity, there's been a 14 Q Hware you famliar wth Professor Akbul ut?

15 ot of discussion here about what grad students know or 15 A | ves his student. He was ny advisor. V¢ also did research

16 didn't know and discussed and howit inpacted grad students. 16 together. He's ny collaborator as vell.

17 This student vas a grad student during this tine. He wll be 17 Q  And howdo you find -- did you know anything about Prof essor

18 testifyingin rebuttal to comments made specifically by 18 Akbulut prior to coming to Mchigan Sate?

19 Kalfagianni. Specifically he can rebut statenents that she 19 A | nean, | heard of his research, yeah. But not alot of

20 nmade about grad students as well as other conments nade about 20 details. Like he's -- like he's a very fanous forenost

21 what other grad students knew 21 researcher in the world.

22 M REFENBERG It's the decision of the 22 Q  And when you cane to Mchigan Sate, how did you find

23 hearing comittee to deny the objection and to allowthe VA] Professor Akbul ut's teachi ngs?

24 W tnesses. 24 A | find that he was like real dedicated to nathematics, and

25 M5 DOKORE  Thank you. 25 like because | vanted to be a really good nathenatician, |
Page 131 Page 133

1 M REFENBERG Can | just ask you another 1 thought he was -- he has to be ny advisor. Basically that's

2 question? Thisisn't the -- you asked us about a person who 2 like how | decided to be his student.

3 vaes flyinginonFriday. Isthat still -- 3 Q And vhile he was advising you, did you develop a relationship

4 M5 DOKORE  He wes leaving on Friday. V¢ do 4 with Professor Akbul ut?

5 have somebody who is flying in fromRussia who wll not be 5 A Sure. | nean, like yeah. Like we were -- | mean, of course

6 available to testify until four p.m Friday because heis -- 6 ve -- like we becane friends. | nean, we would go to like --

7 M REFENBERG | was just confused about. 7 you know, have dinners or | would go to his house. Yeah.

8 M5 DOKORE No. He was supposed to be 8 Q Qverall if you had to describe Professor Akbulut's character,

9 leaving -- he's the one that | asked if we could have first 9 how woul d you describe it?

10 incase we didn't start before Friday. 10 A | nean, as | said, he's a very dedicated mathenatician and

1 MR REFENBERG  Ckay. 1 he's -- he's alvays like truthful. He-- he -- he has a --

12 M5 KELLEY: | apologize. Just a clarification. 12 like he like pursues truth at any cost.

13 Soall of the witnesses on the Arended Wtness List wll be 13 Q  He pursues truth at any cost?

14 allowed to testify in the faculty menber's case? 14 A Yeah

15 MR FREFENBERG  Yes. 15 Q Dd you have any interactions with anybody el se in the nath

16 Ms. KELLEY: Ckay. 16 department besi des Prof essor Akbul ut ?

17 M REFENBERG s this a student or forner 17 A Yes. Gaduate director, Jon Vélfson, for exanple. | nean,

18 student? 18 of course | took many classes. You know | -- | took ny

19 M5 DOKOURE  Former student. 19 conprehensi ve exam and in ny committee there were like four

20 MR REFENBERG Then, Kara, can you close the 20 professors. | took -- | mean, | defended ny thesis and there

21 doors? Because the courtroomhas to be cl osed. 21 vere like four professors there, so yeah, there vere other

2 WSTIN YILDR M 2 peopl e as vell.

23 (A 2:27 p.m, called by M. Doukoure and sworn 23 Q  Can you characterize your interactions wth Professor

24 by the reporter, testified as foll ows) 24 il f son?

25 DI RECT EXAM NATI ON 25 A Yeah. Solike, | nean, | took his -- first of all, like he
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1 ves a graduate director, so |ike whenever we had some sort 1 Q Hwlong did you have before -- or when was the -- do you
2 of, | mean, question about like ny studies, | would, you 2 remenber what the cutoff was to register for classes?
3 know go ask hi mabout that, and | also took a course from 3 A That | don't really remenber. Yeah
4 him It was a geonetry class. And in that class | noticed 4 Q Doyourenenber if it vas summerting, if it was wntertine?
5 that he was like not really treating students equally. In 5 A For -- for fall classes?
6 fact -- | nean, there were only a fewstudents. | renenber 6 Q For spring classes.
7 four students right now but | don't remenber if there vere 7 A For spring classes? | nean, it was not summertine. But |
8 naybe some -- |ike naybe one or two nore possibly. Maybe 8 can't renenber when in the fall.
9 not. And like basically there was only one student that he 9 MR REFENBERG Just for some information, are
10 vas |ike clearly favoring and all the others were, | nean, 10 you talking about the course taught by Vel fson?
11 basi cal |y di scrim nat ed. 11 M. DOKORE I'msorry. Right nowwe're
12 Q If you can recall, how many students took that class with 12 talking just generally.
13 you? 13 R SMTH But you vere?
14 A | mean, | remenber four students. 14 Vs DOKORE V@ were, yes.
15 Q Isthat atypical nunber of students to bein a graduate 15 R SMTH And can we have the course nane,
16 studies class? 16 nunber, and semester, please?
17 A Yeah. | nean, yeah. Four is typical. 17 BY M5 DOKARE
18 Q Doyourecall any time that there was less than four students 18 Q If you remenber, the course nane, number, and semester of the
19 inagraduate studies class? 19 class you took with Professor Vel fson.
20 A Yes. But, | mean, usually -- | nean, so like normally 20 A (kay. | nean, so | took the geonetric analysis course. |
21 courses are only -- like other than the year -- like 2000 -- 21 nean, |ike unfortunately | don't renenber those details, but
22 | mean, before 2015 like the courses would run with like Iess 22 of course they're inny, you know transcript. | can easily
VA] than five people. Four people would be okay for the course VA] look it up.
24 to start, like as far as | can renenber. And even then 24 R SMTH ['mjust curious about what senester
25 peopl e woul d drop the courses and, you know over tine like 25 that was.

Page 135 Page 137
1 peopl e would -- | nean, the courses would run with |ess than 1 A | believeit was in like 2014, but I'mnot entirely sure.
2 four people. 2 BY M. DOKORE
3 Q Wen was the last school year that you took an actual class 3 Q Dovyourecal if it was awinter or spring semester class?
4 at MU? 4 A Sorry. | ocan't --
5 A | mean, | believe inny last year | was only taking 5 Q Dovyourecal if it was awinter or spring semester class?
6 dissertation credits. | nean, | really don't renenber, but 6 A | don't recal.
7 it's probably Iike 2016. Like, | mean, excluding the 7 Q (kay. That's fine. Have you had any interactions wth
8 dissertation credits. 8 Professor Prom sl ow?
9 Q Youtook classes in Turkey? Is that what you're saying? 9 A | nmean, just like mainly just small talks and -- yeah. Yeah.
10 A N N 10 Minly just small talks basically.
11 Q I didn't hear what you said, so|'mtrying to clarify. 11 Q Do you know what his role is in the university?
12 A In 2016, like 2016 was probably the last year | took actual 12 A Wat isthat?
13 cl asses. 13 Q Do you know what Professor Pronislows roleis in the nath
14 Q And you started -- so before 2015, if you can recal |, how 14 Oepart nent ?
15 long did you have to register for spring classes? 15 A Yeah. | nean, he -- he served as the chair, department chair
16 A Sorry? 16 inrecent years.
17 Q Hwlong? Hwlate on the calendar year did you register for 17 Q Dd he ever inquire about your research?
18 spring classes prior to 2015? 18 A N
19 A Like howlong? Sorry. |'mnot -- 19 Q Wile you were studying at MU did you becone famliar with
20 Q Sothe calendar year runs fromSeptenber -- | nean, I'm 20 the overal | environment in the math department?
21 sorry. The academ ¢ year runs from Septenber to My of the 2L A | nean, yes, | did.
2 next year. 22 Q Can you describe for this panel what the overal| atnosphere
23 A Roght. 23 was like in the math departnent?
24 Q The spring semester would be starting in January. 24 A S, | nean, initially, | nean, likeinny first |ike maybe
25 A Rght. 25 one or two years | thought |ike everything wes, you know
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1 good. There were no problens. | didn't, you know notice 1 assessment of the whol e process and basi cal |y peopl e were
2 anything specifically. And over tine | was hearing like many 2 ignoring him That was al so the case. Like in the wole --
3 stories fromstudents who said that they were Iike being 3 like al nost everybody in the departnent was ignoring him
4 discrimnated and so on, and | still didn't experience 4 Q Didthat event -- if at all, howdid those events shape your
5 anything personal until basically ny last year, which at that 5 tine here at MU?
6 point | -- | mean, | applied for -- for a dissertation 6 A (h | nean, it wes likereally, really bad. Likeit had
7 continuation fellowship. Thisis like sunmer 2017. And | 7 really, really bad effects on ne actually. | nean, | was --
8 was denied that fellowship, and | asked |ike what was the 8 like all ny life | wanted to be like a really good
9 reason for that, and they told ne that only dissertation 9 nat hemat i cian, and like just inny last year like wth all
10 conpl etion fell owships vere granted, and -- but | knowfor a 10 the events that vere happening | started thinking about |ike
1 fact that the chair's student at the time applied for 1 quitting nathenatics basically, and it's like a Iife-changing
12 dissertation continuation fellowship, and | asked her about 12 event for me. It inpacted ne deeply.
13 this again whether 1'm-- like maybe |" mnisrenenbering, so | 13 Q Odyoufeel that Professor Akbulut was treated fairly wth
14 asked her, and she said that she can testify about that, that 14 regards to that penalty?
15 she applied for the continuation fellowship, but, 15 A | don't think so. Because like -- | mean, basically they
16 neverthel ess, she got dissertation conpletion fellowship. So 16 just ignored him Like there's no way that can be like fair
17 that's when | realized for sure, you know fromfirsthand 17 treatnent.
18 that there's something wong in the departnent. 18 Q Inspring of 2015 do you recal | which courses that you took?
19 Q And whose student wes that? 19 A Sring 2015?
20 A The student who got the fellowship? 20 Q Yes.
21 Q That's correct. 21 A | remenber taking Selman's special topics and topol ogy course
22 A That's department chair's, Keith Promslows student. 22 whi ch whose subtitle was |ike 4-Mnifolds and Seiberg-Wtten
23 Q And Keith Promslow s student got a fell owship? VA] equations, which -- and Seiberg-Wtten equations is part of
24 A Yes. There vere a couple of other students as well who got 24 ny thesis, by the vay. That's the title actually. ol
25 the dissertation conpletion fellowships, but | don't know 25 definitely renenber that course. | nean, right now!| don't
Page 139 Page 141
1 about their detail. | didn't ask themwhether they applied 1 remenber any specific course like, | mean, specific for that
2 for actually for conpletion or continuation. 2 semester.
3 Q Vs her situation sinlar to yours with regards to where she 3 Q Didyousuffer any -- I'mgoing to strike the word "suffer.”
4 was at in the process for her dissertation? 4 Can you describe for us the registration process
5 A Sheactually graduated |ike one year -- | think she just 5 for registering for Professor Akbulut's Mith 996 course that
6 graduated like this year. Solike she graduated after | did. 6 you just talked about, please?
7 S0 she vas -- | nean, when | applied, | wasinny fifth year 7 A Rght. Sotherewas alink on the department's website.
8 and | believe she was in her fourth year, so like | wes at -- 8 It's -- 1 quess it was called like -- like override request.
9 like | was closer to witing a dissertation. 9 Like you woul d click on that link and you woul d enter the
10 Q Andit's your testinony that they told you you're not 10 details, like course code and |ike the professor you want to
1 qual i fied? 1 vork with and like the section nunber, Iike your preferred
12 A No. They just -- what they said vas only -- well, what they 12 section nunber. O course there was only one section.
13 sai d was only dissertation conpletion fellouships vere 13 Md -- oh, | guess maybe there vere two sections. But,
14 granted. However, | doubl e-checked with her to make sure 14 anyway, so like you fill out that formand you subnit that
15 like -- because beforehand she told me that she was al so 15 and -- but | don't know how that works afterwards like. |
16 applying for the dissertation continuation fellowship, sol 16 don't know where that request goes to.
17 just doubl e-checked with her and she told me again that she 17 Q Ddyou followthat process to register for that class?
18 actual ly applied for a continuation fellowship, but, 18 A Yes.
19 neverthel ess, she actually got conpletion fellowship. Like 19 Q Isthere anything that stands out in your mind about anything
20 something that she did not apply for initially. Yeah 20 that happened after you registered for that class?
21 Q Qher than that situation, is there anything about your tine 21 A | nean, personally | didn't have any -- like | was able to
2 at MUin the math departnent that stands out? 2 enrol| inthat class, likel didn't -- like personally | was
23 A Vell, | nean, like of course -- so after like Selman got 23 able to enrol| in that class.
24 penalized for like -- had this like salary, you know 24 Q Ddyou receive any later correspondence regarding that class
25 deduction penalty, he was asking like for like proper like 25 fromthe enrol I ment of fi ce?
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1 A Ewollnent office? | -- | nean, | -- like does that include 1 reading course?
2 like graduate office or, | mean, graduate -- 2 M5 DOKORE  Yes.
3 Q It includes any correspondences that you nay have received -- 3 JUDE WV TBECK  Ckay. That Dr. Akbulut taught
4 A Yeah. Yes, | did Yeah 4 and then he took?
5 Q And what was the substance of those correspondences? 5 M. DOKORE That's correct.
6 A Sobasically they vere saying that like the -- there vere not 6 BY M. DOKARE
7 enough |ike enrolled students at the tine of the deadline and 7 Q Have you taken any reading courses before?
8 because of that |ike the course was going to be cancel ed, but 8 A N Nt at all.
9 vhen | -- | nean, like -- but when | talked with ny friends, 9 Q \Wuldyou have -- are you faniliar with the substance of what
10 there were like -- like five people who vere interested in 10 a reading course would be? Like in conparisonto a --
1 taking this class, and, | nean, in fact, we -- wedid, you 11 A I'mnot actually -- like | didn't -- | always tried to take
12 know -- like we -- this course neets regularly actually wth 12 named courses. Ch. VeIl actually | think one summer | wes
13 like five registered students, and at the time actually ve 13 aTA and if you're a TA you' re supposed to -- you have to
14 wote affidavits for stating that like five of us actually 14 take a class. | think one of those mght have been like a
15 took this course and this course ran. 15 reading course. Yeah. And -- but, | nean, | basically
16 Q Wuldit have affected your research if this course was not 16 continued doing ny research. Like there was nothing specific
17 able to run? 17 on -- you know
18 A Yes. Definitely. | mean, as | said, the subtitle of this 18 Q \ére there other students in that reading course with you?
19 course is actually part of ny thesis. 19 A No. | nean, that's like a personal thing. Like your reading
20 Q Ddyoudoresearch -- did the research that you did in this 20 courses are usual Iy just done with you and the professor.
21 course affect your thesis directly? 21 Q Doyou knowif any other students did research that led to a
2 A Yes. Yes. 2 Ph.D out of Professor Akbulut's 996 class?
23 Q  Can you describe that for us? 23 A Yeah. Solike ny friends that were taking that course, |ike
24 A Sothese -- | nean -- 24 two of themwvere solving actual ly problens fromSelman's
25 Q | nean, not when you talk with nathematicians, but like what 25 textbook, which he conpleted during that semester as far as |
Page 143 Page 145
1 vas the inpact of this class on your overall research? 1 can remenber, and basically their Ph.D theses were like just
2 A | see. Solikebasically this vas a course that gave us like 2 like solving those problems. Like but they were like,
3 the big pictures and big tools that helped us deal wth like 3 neverthel ess, original probl ens.
4 four-dinensional spaces, and -- and in ny thesis what | did 4 Q Aeyouavare of the nunber of students -- are you avare of
5 vias basically | took those tools and tried to apply themin 5 the nunber of students that got their Ph.D. out of the
6 seven-di nensi onal  spaces, but basical |y we were applying the 6 research in that class?
7 sane tool s. 7 A | mean, like al five of the students have graduated, yeah,
8 Q If you could characterize the inpact of the research by 8 like have got Ph.D fromthat class, yeah.
9 giving it a value, would you say that it had -- what |evel of 9 Q Didanybody other than Professor Akbulut contact you with
10 value did this class have on your research? 10 regards to that -- whether or not you took that cl ass?
11 A (O Liketenout of ten. | nean. . . 1A N
12 Q  And how many students took this class wth you? 12 Q Did Professor Promslow ever ask you about that cl ass?
13 A Sothere vere like five registered students and there were B3 A N
14 two like visiting faculty who would attend the cl asses 14 Q Do you knowif Luke WIlians took that class?
15 regularly, and | believe there vere one or two other students 5 A Sorry?
16 vho sonetines |ike attended class and sonetines not. 16 Q Doyou knowif Luke WIlians took that class?
17 Q  Wuld you say -- howwoul d you describe the attendance of 17 A (O, yeah, | do.
18 this class, conparing the nunber of students in this class 18 Q Doyou knowif Luke WIlians got his Ph.D out of research he
19 wth other graduate courses that you had taken previously? 19 didinthat class?
20 A | nean, it's actually -- because this is a very |ike special 20 A Yes.
21 topics and topol ogy class, thisis -- that level of 21 Q Hwnany credits did you get for that class?
22 attendance is actual Iy al nost incredible. 22 A | mean, as far as | can renenber, it vas three. Three
23 JUDE W TBECK  Counsel, can you -- |'msorry. 23 credits.
24 Could you just clarify for us? M understanding was that 24 Q Hownany credits would you have gotten if it woul d have been
25 this course vas canceled. Are we now talking about the 25 the 99 class? Is there a difference in the credits that you
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Page 148

1 vere given for the class? 1 your desire to |eave nathematics, how has that inpacted you?

2 A | believe for -- | mean, |'mreally not sure about that, but 2 A (anyou repeat the question?

3 like | believe in the reading course you get to choose how 3 Q Sure. | don't want to put words in your mouth so I'mtrying

4 much credit you will get, and I'm-- | nean, | believe | got 4 to structure ny question very carefully.

5 like three credits and like -- soit's Iike independent of 5 A  Sure

6 vhether it was 996 or a reading course. 6 Q Wthregards to the postdoctoral fellowship that you did not

7 Q Wat are you currently doing? 7 receive -- or that --

8 A (h I'mavisiting assistant professor at the Lhiversity of 8 A Yeah. That's the dissertation fellowship.

9 Rochester. |'m-- niversity of Rochester. | do 9 Q That's what | mean. Thank you. The post dissertation

10 nat henatical research and teaching there. 10 fellowship that you did not receive but was given to

11 Q Aethereany -- is there anything that you'd like to tell us 1 Professor Promslow s student, --

12 about any differences in the atmosphere at Rochester versus 12 A Rght.

13 the atmosphere at MoW? 13 Q -- if you could characterize -- well, if you can characterize

14 A VeI, actually yeah, thereis. So-- 14 how that made you -- how that nade you feel about the nath

15 R PROMSLON (bjection. Wat's going to -- 15 department at MSUif it had any affect at all. Hwwould you

16 address the rel evance. 16 characterize that?

17 M. DOKORE There's heen a lot of accusations 17 A (h | nean, that made it very clear to ne that like that

18 ahout ny client that he's nade the overall atmosphere here 18 process was not fair at all, and that nade -- that al so nade

19 poor, and ve've tal ked about atnusphere at this university, 19 ne think that, well, if that -- even -- like evenif that is

20 so I'mtrying to elicit information regarding the continued 20 not fair, then there must be nany other things that is not

21 information about the atmosphere. It's all information that 21 like fairly, you know treated. And that wes -- | nean, |

22 was originally addressed by charging party. 22 applied for that fellowshipinthe fall senester of the year

VA] R PRMSLON Hwis this relevant to the VA] that | was going to graduate, and which is a key semester for

24 charges that Sel nan has harassed -- 24 any Ph.D student because that's the senester that you have

25 M5 DOKORE | nean, if ny client's behavior 25 to finish all your |ike research and apply to nany like
Page 147 Page 149

1 did not create an environnent that was not suitable, we would 1 nunbers of universities, so that's the senester where you

2 not be here. 2 need the tine the most, so when | -- when | was denied that,

3 MR REFENBERG Can you focus your questions 3 like it was clear tome -- | mean, soit made ne feel like

4 nore on the atmosphere, then? Because it seens |ike we're 4 there were -- like that woul d prevent me fromlike preparing

5 getting a lot of extrainformation. But fine. @ ahead and 5 a proper application for -- for ny postdoctoral position and,

6 talk about the atnosphere. 6 you know therefore possibly not get alike fair positionin

7 BY M5 DOKORE 7 the future.

8 Q Is there anybody or anything that you felt at MU made you 8 Q  And vhen you saw Professor Promslow s student obtain a

9 feel like you vere going to |eave nathenatics? 9 fellowship that she had not even applied for, can you

10 A Vell, yes. Minly like, | mean, he's not a graduate director 10 describe the inpact, if any, that that had on you?

11 anynore, but Jon VWl fson and like | see it as an extension of 11 A | nean, yeah. Like | was basically |ike devastated because,

12 Keith Pronislow 12 | mean, like | was not only thinking about that fellowship

13 Q Andis there any reason why or what -- if there is a reason, 13 but | vas also thinking about all the years that's going to

14 vhat's the reason why you see Professor Promslow as an 14 be ahead of ne, because | sawthat even at this level if I'm

15 extension of Jon VI fson? 15 you know being treated not fairly, then | felt like I'll

16 A (h Vell, because there vere like chair elections at some 16 have to deal with these kind of problens for the rest of ny

17 point, and if ny like memory serves me right, like Jon 17 life if | was going to continue doing nathematics. | mean,

18 Vil fson ran for, you know president all by hinmself, and then 18 of course |'mcontinuing to do mathenatics. So that made ne

19 like Akbulut like objected to that because like, | mean, he 19 fear for ny life -- for the rest of ny life basically, for --

20 saidlike it was like against the departnent's bylaws, and 20 for -- fromevents like this.

21 then like later, | don't know what happened, but inmediately 21 Q DOd Professor Akbulut have any hand, to your know edge, in

2 like Keith Promslowvas el ected and afterwerds like two sort 2 giving that fellowship to Professor Promslow s student?

23 of key positions Iike Jon Wl fson was chosen. 23 A Hnd?

24 Q Wuld you characterize -- if you characterized the events 24 Q Yeah. Did he assist her in getting that?

25 regarding who got the postdoctoral fellowship wth regards to 5 A N
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1 Q Do you know how she obtained that fellowshi p? 1 vhenever | cone here actually, | just want to quit
2 A | mean, they said like everybody who applied for a conpletion 2 nat henatics. Like soit's not a productive environment. |
3 fellowship got it. Like youjust fill out aform | nean, 3 only -- it just remnds ne |ike how-- no natter how-- how
4 she just filled out aformlike | did, and we both signed -- 4 like honest you are in your -- inyour pursuit of let's say,
5 | mean, we checked the box that said continuation fellowship. 5 | mean, inthis case mathenatics, there can -- like people
6 A least that's vhat she told me. And -- and like the 6 can try other ways, like they may try to beat you not in
7 process is just that sinple basically. Youjust fill out the 7 nat hemat i cs but using sone other illegitimate ways.
8 form | believe also-- | nean, you also -- you're al so 8 Q Andwho, if anybody, do you think has contributed to that
9 supposed to wite like a sumary or like a docunent that 9 overal| feeling that you have about MBU?
10 describes your research and like at what |evel you are and 10 A Jon Vlfson and Keith Promslow
1 things of that nature. But this continuation fellowshipin 1 M5, DOKORE | have nothing further.
12 the past have been given to students who are just in their 12 CROBS: EXAM NATI N
13 second or third year actually as far as | know so like the 13 BY DR PRMSLOW
14 level of progress is not -- is clearly not that important. 14 Q Hello. Doyounindif | renain seated? It is much nore
15 A'though, by the way, | have to add | sincerely believe that 15 confortable.
16 | vas a much better student than she vas, and | have good 16 A Sue
17 reasons to claimthat too. Because when vie were -- we took 17 Q Thank you. And do you nind if | call you Ustun?
18 an (PD qualifying exam | wes teaching everybody howto 18 A Sure. Yeah
19 sol ve these problems. | -- | taught like ny office nates -- 19 Q M name's Keith Promislow
20 s0 have never taken geonetry and topol ogy courses, qualifying 20 A Yeah
21 courses, but they have passed the qualifying exans. That's a 21 Q I just want to ask you a couple of very |ow pressure
22 very, very rare thing in MUs nath departnent's history, and 22 questions. So you nentioned that you're currently at
VA] | helped themstudy for that exam Basically | was their VA] Lhiversity of Rochester?
24 instructor for that class. 24 A That's true.
25 Q  So when you saw Prof essor Pronmislow s student get a 25 Q Sowhat's your status there?

Page 151 Page 153
1 dissertation fellowship that she did not apply for and that 1 A | amavisiting assistant professor, whichis |ike postdoc
2 you felt that she told you she did not apply for and that you 2 posi ti on.
3 felt she was not qualified -- nore qualified for it than you, 3 Q Sisit typical for someone who's a postdoc or someone who's
4 did that have any effect on howyou felt -- how you perceived 4 going to be applying for a tenure track position after the
5 the math departrent at MOU? 5 postdoc to request letters of recomendation fromtheir ngjor
6 A | nean, likeif | have to sunmarize it in asingle word, | 6 professor? Is that a typical thing to do?
7 voul d say like it's corrupt. 7 A Mjor professor?
8 Q Didit have any effect on whether you felt things happening 8 Q Yeah? |'msorry. Your thesis advisor.
9 in MU math departnent were fair? 9 A Yeah
10 A Ganyou repeat that? Sorry. 10 Q Ganyoujust tell us so we have a record how many graduate
11 Q | saiddidit have any effect on whether or not you believed 1 students are there in the mathenatics departnent?
12 things that took place in the math departnent at MSU took 12 A In Rochester or here?
13 place -- 13 Q No. Hereat MU Gder of magnitude.
14 A Yes. Solikeas| told-- as| saidearlier, | vas hearing 14 A Sorry.
15 ahout these like various different students being 15 Q Qder of nagnitude. Mre than ten?
16 discrimnated against, but | never had like firsthand chance 16 A Yeah. Mrethanten. | nean, | -- as far as | remenber,
17 tolike wtness their positions, and this wes like ny 17 like when | -- when | first got admtted, there vere like
18 firsthand experience, so now | was like pretty mch convinced 18 naybe |ike 20 more students who were adnitted that year, so
19 that all of those earlier accusations were |ike most |ikely 19 miltiplying that by five or sonething, Iike about hundred I
20 true. 20 vioul d guess, but I'mnot sure.
21 Q Ater you graduated fromMU could you apply to stay here and 21 Q  So when you were discussing the dissertation conpletion
2 do any work here? 2 fellowship and the dissertation continuation fellowship, --
23 A Nt atal. 23 A Roght.
24 Q Wyisthat? 24 Q -- they sound very sinilar, you were discussing ny student?
25 A | nean, thisis not a good environnent at all. Like -- so 25 A Uh-huh.
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1 Q Aeyouconfortable saying her name or can | -- | want to 1 because this witness testified that he was told by the person
2 nake sure we're tal king about the sane person. 2 at issue that there was two boxes to check, dissertation
3 A Yeah. I'mconfortable. Haria Krutsche (ph). 3 conpl etion fell owship and dissertation continuation
4 Q Hria(ph), yes. Thank you. | just want to make sure ve're 4 fellowship, and that this witness did not -- this wtness was
5 tal king about the sane person. Wen you asked her if she had 5 told by the person in question that she did not check the
6 applied for a dissertation conpletion fellowship or a 6 dissertation conpletion fellowship, that she only checked the
7 dissertation continuation fellowship, vas she certain or did 7 dissertation continuation fellowship box. So the process is
8 she seemcertain that she knew the difference? 8 not at issue. The issueis whether or not she applied for a
9 A WII, yeah. | double-checked with her. 9 speci fic fell owship.
10 Q Yeah. You asked her was she certain? 10 DR PRMSLON Gan | clarify? | can nove onto
11 A Yes. Yes. She said she can even testify if necessary. | 1 another point, so. . .
12 nean, this -- this -- like | asked her just like after summer 12 MR REFENBERG  Seens to ne that you opened the
13 2017. Like what isit? Tao years ago. She said that she 13 door about the process and | think more information about the
14 can even testify if we -- if she needs to. 14 process woul d be useful .
15 Q Wuldit surprise you if | told you she asked ne which one 15 R PROMSLON Aml alloved to --
16 she had applied for after she received it and she said I'm 16 M REFEBERG Yeah. Be very specific.
17 not certain which one | got? \éuld that surprise you? 17 R PRAMSLON Ckay.
18 A Gan you repeat the question? 18 BY DR PRMSLOW
19 Q Wuld you be surprised if | told you that she asked me after 19 Q I'mjust specifying the process you went through. I'mnot
20 recei ving the fel | owshi p which one she had gotten? 20 talking about ny forner student anymore. Can you say -- are
21 A | nean, | asked her after she had gotten the fellowship which 21 you avere of the docunent that the thesis advisor must supply
22 one she applied for again and she answered continuation, so, 22 as part of this application?
VA] yeah, that woul d surprise ne. 23 A Yeah. There vis a letter like of reconmendations or
24 Q (kay. Sodo you recall the process of applying for the 24 something like that that the professor -- | nean, advisor vas
25 dissertation continuation fellouship? 25 to provide, yes. That's true.

Page 155 Page 157
1 M5 DOKOURE  1'mgoing to object to asked and 1 Q Andare you anare that the nomination package -- would you be
2 ansvered. This witness went over the process which he used 2 surprised if | would subnit a document saying the nomination
3 to apply extensively. 3 package requests a letter of support and statenent of
4 R PROMSLON But can | point out that he 4 progress by the ngjor professor?
5 nissed a step? 5 A | mean, | don't remenber the exact thing. Sosure. | nean,
6 M5 DOKOURE | nean, you can testify againin 6 it's avery sinlar statenent, yeah.
7 rebuttal. 7 Q Andare you anare -- S0 your advisor, Professor Akbul ut,
8 R PRAMSLON Ckay. Wy don't | nake ny 8 shoul d support -- shoul d subnit a letter of support that
9 question nore specific. 9 contains a statenent of progress by the ngjor professor. Ae
10 BY M5 DOKORE 10 you avere of the contents of that letter? It's not normal,
11 Q Does a dissertation continuation fellowship require a letter 1 isit?
12 of support and statenent of progress by the ngjor professor? 12 A N N | vas not.
13 And here today major professor means thesis advisor. 13 Q Soyoudon't knowif the letter he submitted satisfied all
14 A | think statement of progress is something that | wote. 14 the requirenents of the letter? You don't know that because
15 Like it's not nade by the professor. | think that was one of 15 you didn't seeit; right?
16 the itens. But yeah, there's a-- there's aletter 16 A VeI, the reason given to ne vas not that -- it doesn't have
17 requi rement al so fromthe advisor, yeah. 17 anything to do with the letter he wote. They told me only
18 Q Soyou would be surprised if | showed you a docunent that 18 the conpl etion fell owships vere granted. So why is this
19 outlined the steps in the package and listed as Sep Nunber 4 19 rel evant ?
20 aletter of support and statement of progress by the major 20 Q Vell, that's ny right to ask the question. |'msorry. | get
21 professor? That woul d be surprising? 21 to establish relevance. Thank you. So | have a fol lowup
2 Ms. DOKORE I'mgoing to object. Don't 2 question. Did you ultimately receive a dissertation
23 answer yet. |1'mgoing to object to this Iine of questioning 23 conpl etion fellowship or continuation fellowship before you
24 because the process by which she woul d have applied whet her 24 left MBU?
25 or not she needed a letter is not at issuein this case 25 Ms. DOKORE I'mgoing to object. That's a
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1 conpound questi on. 1 | mean, nainly. Thereisn't anything else that | remenber

2 BYDR PRMSON 2 right now

3 Q (kay. Ddyouultimately receive either a dissertation 3 Q Wuld you say you did -- nade a considerable effort to dive

4 continuation or conpletion fell owshi p? 4 inand do your own research or just fromwhat you -- did you

5 A | received conpletion fall 2018 after | already got a 5 gather your information fromwhat you heard incidentally?

6 position. Soit didn't really help e with ny applications 6 Vs DOKORE:  1'mgoing to object to compound

7 at that point. 7 questi on.

8 Q Just toclarify, that was the next semester; is that correct? 8 BY DR PRAMSLOM

9 A N Next year. 9 Q (Ckay. Let meseeif | can phrase the construction of ny

10 Q The next year. Ckay. 10 question more. DO d you gather your information through an

11 A Vel -- sorry. Summer. Sunmer 2018, which is not the next 1 explicit attenpt to delve into the subject?

12 semester, but it's the second to next senester. 12 A | nean, sowe-- ve -- like the five students who were taking

3Q Dall-- 13 this course got together and we wote this like affidavit and

14 JUDE WVHTBEK  |'msorry, but |'muncl ear. 14 like the statements there are clear, so that's basically them

15 Wat wes the ansver to the question? Did you receive that 15 telling me that they wanted to take this course and this

16 fell owship or not? 16 cour se ran.

17 THE WTNESS  Two senester |ater, yes, | did, 17 Q Dd you do any other -- take any actions beyond that to try

18 vhi ch vas not hel ping ne while -- which didn't help ne while 18 and get to the underlying i ssues?

19 | vas applying for positions. 19 A | nean, we -- | believe ve sent an email, like -- like a

20 JUDGE WA TBECK  You ansvered the question as 20 group of five of us, like requesting that this course code

21 yes; correct? 21 vould not be changed. | nean, | don't renenber anything

22 THE WTNESS  Yes. That's true. 22 other on that that specifically.

23 BYDR PRMSLOW 23 Q Soyoutestified about the content of the reading class that

24 Q Isit typical that nost graduate students at MBU received one 24 you took that replaced Professor Akbulut's topics class. Ae

25 of these semesters -- sorry. Excuse ne. Let me rephrase. 25 you famliar wth the words sort of topics class, reading
Page 159 Page 161

1 M5 DOKORE I'mgoing to object. This 1 class? Do you understand the difference between these two

2 witness -- |'mnot sure if this wtnessis qualified H 2 groups of classes or courses?

3 hasn't laid a foundation for this witness to qualify to know 3 A | mean, like in ny experience, even though I'mnot like

4 vhat's typical of all graduate student processes here. 4 hundred percent sure about this, |ike reading courses are

5 R PROMSLON VeI, | nean, he's conplaining 5 usual ly run only with like one or at most two students, |ike

6 about being discrimnated against. It's the norm |'mjust 6 inny experience as far as | cantell. But atopics course

7 asking himto verify the norm 7 is-- |ike reaches a wder audience, but of courseit's a

8 MR REFENBERG Vell, you're asking hima 8 very specialized topic anyway, soit's usually like four is a

9 question about the norm Does he know about the norn? Q 9 large nunber already. Sothat's. . .

10 shoul d he know about the norn? 10 Q Soisit usual that a topics class have a fixed content to

1 R PROMSLON | assune it's comon know edge 1 it? It doesn't change through the year?

12 anong grad students. 12 A No. Topics classes change content.

13 A I'mnot sure how often people get them 13 Q And reading classes al so can change content?

14 BY DR PRMSLOW 14 A Yeah. They also change content.

15 Q That's fair. You mentioned something -- | thought you 15 Q  So when you took this class as a reading class, do you feel

16 described it as the events -- the events, and I'm 16 it disadvantaged you in any way that it was a reading class?

17 paraphrasing, the events around the, sort of -- it's called 17 Dd you get the same benefit if it was a reading class or a

18 difficulties wth Selman Akbulut, and |I'mjust curious can 18 topics cl ass?

19 you give us an indication of your source of information for 19 A | nean, | did, but | took a normal class, and like reading

20 those events? Howdid you hear about then? Were? 20 classes are like fromthe outside -- for -- from-- if

21 A | nean, like there vere so nany events, which ones -- | nean, 21 sonebody' s just reading ny transcript, | vant themto be

2 of course | received emils. | was one of the students, so 2 informed more properly of the nature of what the course that

23 like, for exanple, when | went to like student infornation 23 | have taken.

24 website of MU |'ve seen that ny like course name was 24 Q Soif Professor Akbulut ultinately received credit for

25 changed. | nean, basically through emails and this website. 25 teaching the reading class, inyour mnd, is there any harm
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1 to you or Professor Akbulut for the class that ran 1 general -- can you clarify whomhe discrininated against?
2 specifically? 2 Viés there a particular group he discrimnated against, a
3 M5 DOKOURE  1'mgoing to object to conpound 3 class? | mean --
4 questi on. 4 A There was only one student. He was -- like he would al vays
5 MR REFENBERG Try to break it down. 5 like talk with and like -- like laugh with, and anyone
6 BY DR PROMSLOW 6 else -- to anyone else he -- he didn't have the same attitude
7 Q If Professor Akbulut received full credit for running the 7 or behavi or.
8 reading class, can you identify any harmthat was then done 8 Q Soisthat different than playing favorites or discrimnate
9 to himinside of the class? 9 if you understand the distinction. | can elaborate.
10 A I'mnot sure what -- what it means to say that. 10 A | nean, if you're playing favorites towards a person, you're
11 Q Let netryagain. That wasn't a well articulated question. 11 playing -- | nean, that's -- that's -- you're putting a
12 You testified that replacing the topics class with a reading 12 discrimnation. | don't see the difference. |'msorry.
13 class caused some, | can't remenber the exact word, but 13 Q Let e ask you did the person that he played favorites to,
14 frustration and di smay among students? 14 did they belong to an obviously different class, people of
15 M5 DOKORE:  I'mgoing to object to his 15 different country of origin or any other visible distinction
16 question because he said you testified to and then he 16 or ves there --
17 adnitted that he doesn't know what he's actually testified 17 M5 DOKORE:  1'mgoing to object to relevance.
18 to. I'mgoing to ask himto retract the question and 18 R PRMSLON WélI, the claimis that
19 formul ate a new question that doesn't mischaracterize 19 Professor Vil fson di scrininates against people of Mddle
20 testinony. 20 Eastern origin.
21 BY DR PRMSLOW 21 MS. DOKORE | nean, that's not this --
22 Q \Vés the primary harmto Professor Akbulut in replacing the 22 A | didn't use that word. | didn't say Mddle Eastern origin.
VA] topics class wth a reading class the fact that he did not VA] Vs DOKORE  Don't say anything yet. Wit
24 receive credit for teaching the reading class? 24 till they rule, please. | don't know whether you have to
25 M5 DOKORE 1'mgoing to object to his 25 answer or not. Ckay?
Page 163 Page 165
1 question because this wtness does not have a basis to know 1 MR REFENBERG  The point was made --
2 the entirety of the harmthat was subnitted to Professor 2 VS DOKORE  The point vas not made by this
3 Akbulut and it was al so not addressed on direct which nakes 3 witness.
4 it aninproper question. This door was not open. Harmto 4 MR REFENBERG -- that Vel fson discrininated
5 Professor Akbul ut was not addressed on direct. It is not 5 against.
6 therefore a proper topic for cross. 6 M5 DOKOURE  The point was not made by this
7 BYDR PRMSLON 7 witness. This witness did not --
8 Q Youtestified that no one was |istening to Professor 8 M REFENBERG Yes, it ws.
9 Adbulut's or Selman's conplaints after he received the 9 M5 DOKORE  I'msorry. If | could finish.
10 Abrogation of Duty Penalty? 10 The point was not nade by this wtness that he discrinnated
11 A Rght. 11 against Mddle Eastern students. This wtness testified that
12 Q Do you know the basis for the Abrogation of Duty Penalty? 12 he picked one student and didn't -- and that he -- and
13 A | mean, | believeit's the claimthat he doesn't |ike -- 13 discrininated against the one in favor of the other. There
14 S0 -- S0 there was a course that was assigned instead of his 14 wvas no -- nothing in this testinony -- in this wtness's
15 topi cs course and then basical |y because |ike he taught this 15 testimony about class.
16 class and not the other one, he got the penalty. 16 MR REFENBERG Mo one said anything about
17 Q Do you knowif he filed a grievance or requested any 17 discrininating against a particular group of people. But he
18 adnini strative revi ew? 18 did say that Vel fson vas discrininating against; right?
19 A | believe he did. 19 THE WTNESS:  Yeah.
20 Q Do you know the outcome of those proceedings? 20 M6 DOKORE  Yes.
2l A S -- like the outcone -- | nean, so -- so he -- | nean, like 21 M REFENBERG S0 he's asking what was the
22 the outcone is basically again, like | said, like -- | mean, 22 basis of the discrimnation, and | think that's perfectly
23 like -- | think his requests are ignored. 23 reasonabl e.
24 Q Soyousaidthat Professor V6l fson discrimnated between 24 M5 DOKORE  That's fine.
25 students in the class you took with him Vs there a 25 R PRMSLON VYeah. That's fine with me.
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1 A | mean, | don't knowwhat -- |ike what would be a basis for 1 differently for a particular reason?
2 discrimnation. Like -- 2 THEWTNESS . VeI, | nean --
3 BYDR PRAMSLOM 3 M REFENBERG  Can you identify what was the
4 Q W, was the person that Professor VWl fson was talking with 4 reason? Because there's a distinction between treating
5 all the time of say Caucasian or North Anerican origin and 5 people differently and treating people differently for the
6 the peopl e he was not talking to were of Mddle Eastern 6 wong reasons. |'mtryingto get at --
7 origin? Vés that the case? 7 Vs DOKORE | mean, | disagree with that. |
8 A | man if -- like as far as | remenber, | was the only 8 would object to that characterization of treatnent. Any tine
9 Mddl e Eastern student in that class. The other two students 9 you treat people differently, whether it's for any reason or
10 who were not -- like who vere -- who he woul dn't, you know 10 noreason at all, it's --
1 like treated as wel| were actually Chinese Averican students 1 MR REFENBERG  Wat about prohibited
12 and like his favorite was a European student. 12 categories?
13 Q  So you conpared the outcone of the dissertation conpletion 13 M5 DOKORE  Pardon?
14 fell owshi p avarded in which you received -- you did not 14 MR REFENBERG Prohibited categories of
15 receive the fellowship and ny student did. Can you identify 15 treating people with respect to discrinination. VW won't get
16 the country of origin of ny graduate student, Haria 16 intothat. But the bottomline is typically with respect to
17 Krut sche (ph)? 17 discrinmnation there's usually a feeling that someone is
18 A Turkey. 18 treated differently for, you know a wongful reason.
19 Q  Turkish. 19 THE WTNESS: | nean, in that case -- but what
20 LR PRMSLON |'ve got no further questions. 20 I'msayingis that they' re treated -- |1'mbeing treated
21 Thank you. 21 differently.
2 M REFENBERG Any questions? 2 M REFENBERG And |'mnot arguing whet her
VA] R MTH N 23 they're treated differently. 1'mjust trying to get at you
24 M REFEBERG Just to fol lowup on the 24 vere hearing this froma group of people that there was
25 discrimnation issue. A onepoint intime |'mnot talking 25 discrinination going on. Didwhat you were hearing say
Page 167 Page 169
1 about Vel fson's class, when you were heing asked about the 1 specifically anything about what the hasis for the conclusion
2 atmosphere, and if | get this correctly, you said that you 2 vias?
3 vere hearing that various students vere being discrininated 3 THE WTNESS Rght. So | also heard that like
4 against. 4 they were like being discrimnated against because of |ike
5 THE WTNESS R ght. 5 their origin, but -- but, | mean, | just heard about that. |
6 M REFENBERG Wat do you nean by that in 6 don't knowif that's the reason or not.
7 terns of -- inlight of what was being said? Wre you 7 MR FEFENBERG That's what |'mtrying to get
8 thinking that those -- were you hearing that the students 8 at. Because it wasn't clear. Youjust said that you had
9 vere treated differently because of ethnic origin, religion, 9 heard that people were being discrininated against.
10 being shorter? | don't know But you said there was 10 THE WTNESS Yeah. But | don't knowif that's
11 discrinination, so obviously you had some feeling in nind 1 really the basis or not.
12 about the basis for that discrinination. 12 MR REFENBERG | don't have any nore
13 THE WTNESS  For the basis? 13 quest i ons.
14 M REFENBERG WélI, | mean, when you said 14 M. DOKORE Can | redirect, then?
15 you'd heard frommany students that they were being 15 MR REFEBERG & ahead.
16 discrinminated against. Vs there a group of students who 16 RED RECT EXAM NATION
17 vere certain characteristics that said they vere being 17 BY M5 DOKORE
18 discrimnated against? |'mjust trying to get what -- 18 Q I have just a couple questions on redirect. Did you conplete
19 THE WTNESS | nean, one -- so, | nean, | 19 your application for the dissertation fellowship?
20 clearly like renenber -- | nean, more or |ess, there vere two 20 A Yeah
21 cases, and in both cases those students were fromthe Mddl e 21 Q Do you know whether applications for dissertation fellowships
22 East, but 1'mnot necessarily claining that that's -- that's 2 and letters of recomendation associated with themare
23 like the main reason. 23 confidential ?
24 MR REFENBERG  Wien you said discriminated 24 A Asfar as | know yeah. They are confidential.
25 against, vhat do you mean? Do you mean they vere treated 25 Q Wuld you have any reason to know what the contents of
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1 Professor Akbulut's letters are? 1 A Just over enail actually.

2 A N 2 Q Soyou never actually net in the classroon?

3 Q Didanybody tell you that was the basis for the denial of 3 A No. Infact, we were bothin Turkey at the tine when | vas

4 your appl i cation? 4 taking that reading course.

5 A N 5 Q DidProfessor Akbulut's reading course meet over email, the

6 Q Wuld that have any bearing on whether or not Professor 6 one he taught in the spring of 2015?

7 Pronislow s student got a fellowship that she didn't apply 7 A | mean, it's--it's basically part of ny -- it was part of

8 for? 8 our like research that we were doing already, so, | mean, in

9 A I'msorry. Gan you like rephrase the question? |'mnot 9 a sense ve're still doing the sane thing. It's -- like that

10 sure. 10 reading course is --

11 Q Sure. Vguld Professor Akbulut's letter of recomendation for 11 Q Veuld you characterize Professor Akbulut's course that you

12 you have any bearing on whether or not Professor Promislow s 12 took in the spring of 2015 to be the same as the reading

13 student got a fellowship that she had not applied for? 13 course you took when you vere a TA?

14 A No. Like the reason given to ne has nothing to do wth like 14 A Mot at al.

15 the letters. 15 Q Wat, if any, vere the differences?

16 Q Vére you ever offered a fellowship that you had not applied 16 A | nean, like that special topics in topology class vas a --

17 for? 17 course vas very, very sinilar to any other like typical

18 A M. 18 course that you would, you know take in college, but the

19 Q Youstated later that you did eventual ly receive a 19 reading course ves -- like, as | said, we never -- like there

20 dissertation fell owship? 20 vere no set schedules. There was no -- basically no

21 A Rght. Qonpletion 21 requirenents. V@ vere just discussing and advancing our

22 Q Conpletion fellowship. Vs that under the sane process? 22 resear ch.

23 A Mybe like one itemwas slightly different, but more or |ess, VA] Vs DOKORE | have nothing further.

24 yeah. 24 DR STRASBLRG | just want to nake sure |

25 Q Didyou have to subnit a new application? 25 understand the process for applying for these fellowshi ps.
Page 171 Page 173

1 A Yes. 1 Ave these admnistered at the department |evel or the college

2 Q Sohedidn't just bunp you up to a different -- 2 | evel ?

3 A N 3 THE WTNESS: | believe it's like at the college

4 Q Youtestified about your reading courses, the one reading 4 level .

5 course you said you took. 5 IR STRASBIRG o who nakes the decisions on

6 A Lh-huh 6 the dissertation continuation fellowships?

7 Q Ddit have a set schedul e? 7 THE WTNESS  So vhat | vas told was basically

8 A Yes. 8 first there's like aninitial decisionwthin the departnent.

9 Q Ddit meet wth the sane students every week? 9 Like people within the departnent would send their

10 A Yes. 10 applications to the graduate director and then he woul d

11 Q Vésit structured or independent? 1 sel ect sone of those applications and then he woul d pass them

12 A It was structured. 12 on to the college |evel.

13 Q Ddit cover as mich -- was it structured simlar to 13 DR STRASBURG Where they nake the first cut.

14 Professor Akbul ut's 996 course that he taught? 14 THE WTNESS  Yeah. There's like two levels.

15 A Yeah. Sorry. Mybe I misunderstood you. Like which reading 15 M5 DOKORE Ckay. You're all set. Canl ask

16 course are you -- 16 for five mnutes to, | think Professor Promslowcalled it a

17 Q The one that you took when you vere a TA 17 hio break last tine.

18 A (h. No. That was not structured. That was like a personal 18 (Recess taken at 3:37 p.m)

19 class. | mean, that was a personal reading course. Sorry. 19 (Back on the record at 3:46 p.m)

20 Can you repeat the question? 20 BULBMYILD Z

21 Q Yeah. I|'msorry. Let ne start over. The reading course 21 (At 3:46 p.m, called by M. Doukoure and sworn

2 that you took when you were a TA |'massuning you clarified 2 by the reporter, testified as foll ous)

23 the record, did it have a set schedul e? 23 DI RECT EXAM NATI (N

24 A N 24 BY M6 DOKORE

25 Q Weredidit meet? 25 Q @od afternoon. Can you please state and spell your name for
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Page 176

1 the record? 1 Q Have you had a chance to interact with Professor Promislow at

2 A MWnaeisBilemYildiz, EUI-L-EM Y-1-L-DI-Z 2 al?

3 Q Thank you. And how are you associated wth MoU? 3 A Hwvel heard what?

4 A I'manewPhD | spent ny last six years in MU 4 Q Had achance tointeract with Professor Pronislowat all?

5 nathenatics. | just graduated. 5 A Yes.

6 MR REFENBERG S0 you vere a student. You 6 Q And howwould you characterize those interactions?

7 just graduat ed? 7 A M first interaction was -- let ne tell you about the facts.

8 THE WTNESS Yes. | just got ny degree 8 Then you can tell what was this interaction exactly. It was

9 certification today. 9 just the Gifice of Institutional Equity concluded that -- no.

10 M FREFENBERG Ckay. Because of the fact that 10 The first one actually -- I'mnot sure about the order, but |

1 she's a student -- 1 think the first one -- | enailed two times to Keith. (ne was

12 THE WTNESS ' mnot a student anynore. 12 about the class cancellation. The other was about the Cifice

13 JUDGE WA TBECK:  Forner st udent . 13 of Institutional Eguity conclusion which is saying that

14 MR REFENBERG  Former student. 14 there's a discrimnation against the Mddle Eastern grad

15 M5 DOKORE:  Bven if you're a former student, 15 students in the nath departnent. So on one of the cases ve

16 ve have to close the hearing. 16 just -- | mean, after that conclusion we emailed Keith and

17 MR REFENBERG  Just to make -- just 17 ask about so what they are going to do about that case

18 doubl e- check. 18 hecause there were |ike many issues and many struggles, and

19 M6 DOKOARE Gt it. 19 after the report of the office we ask himas a chair of the

20 BY M5 DOKORE 20 departnent and he said that it's confidential, he cannot talk

21 Q Wendid you start at MUif you can recall? 21 to us, and the decision is made by hunan resource. |f ve

22 A Sxyearsago. 2013 22 vant, we can talk to Terry Qurry about the issue. Then we

23 Q  And who was your advisor at MSU? VA] eniled to Terry Qurry about that, and he literally said that

24 A M advisor is Mtthew Hedden. 24 decision is left tothe department, soit's not due to Terry

25 Q  Hownuch research did you do under Mtthew Hedden? 25 Qurry.  So by that tine we thought that he is lying or Terry
Page 175 Page 177

1 A Some. | mean, he -- | didonereading class with him He 1 Qurry is lying, so they were not both, you know answering

2 gave ne one of ny research problemand | had sone 2 us. And we left that issue. V¢ had to left because ve

3 di scussi ons. 3 didn't have any chance like in other things to do at the

4 Q Hwwould you characterize his influence over your research? 4 university by that tine.

5 A | mean, |'m-- sonehowit turns out that | didn't really 5 And ny second interaction about his course

6 wote ny thesis. It got flowtheory that he does research, 6 cancel lation. V¢ as students, Luke wote a email to Keith

7 but we have some connections of course like -- like he has 7 because we cone together, so we wote sonething to show our

8 great connections. 8 desire for the course, and he literally like emailed us hack

9 Q Is Professor Hedden's specialty, | don't knowif that's the 9 saying that, oh, he understood that we are very concerned

10 correct vord because |'mnot a math person, but specialty -- 10 about our course. | nean, | nay not be really wording

1 how is Professor Hedden's specialty in nath associated, if at 1 exactly the same. It was sonething like that. They can find

12 all, wth Professor Akbulut's specialty in nath? 12 out inthat enail. He say that but Professor Akbulut if he

13 A Veryclose. | nean, both working in geometric topol ogy. 13 vants he can run a reading course instead of that course and

14 Mitthewis nore working on like he got flowtheory. | can 14 he forced our course nunbers changed without our consent and

15 say maybe Akbul ut's research is more general like, you know 15 he didn't -- he didn't say anything else to us. He just

16 Q Hwareyou fanliar, if at al, wth Professor Akbul ut? 16 forced us by changing our course nunber.

17 A Very famliar. | knewhimbefore | cone here fromTurkey. 17 Q If we take those two events one at a time, when you enailed

18 S he's ny collaborator. He's ny friend. Yeah. 18 Prof essor Prom sl ow regarding your concerns about the GE

19 Q Hwlong have you known Professor Akbul ut? 19 report against Professor V@l fson, why, if anything, would

20 A Eght years approxinately. |'mnot sure. 20 neke that concerning to you?

21 Q Howwould you characterize Professor Akbulut's character? 2L A Wy did-- why we did emil?

22 A Srong, honest. H's areally, really good mathenatician. | 22 Q Wy would that be concerning to you, if at all?

23 respect a lot. | respect his nath and his personality a lot. 23 A Because there vere like many issues going on at the nath

24 H's -- he's -- he's one of the greatest person |'ve ever 24 department and there were |ike obvious discrininations

25 net. 25 agai nst a group of people and we didn't want themto keep
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Page 178 Page 180
1 this guy in the office because, | mean, this really he vas 1 JUDE WA TBECK  Qounsel, coul d you have her
2 like extrene at every students and like to all of us 2 sl ow down?
3 actually. Ve even think about that you're in the departnent, 3 M. DOKORE (h, yeah. Sure.
4 you are a grad student. You can't even go to your grad 4 BY M. DOKORE
5 office. Sowe want themto remove this person fromthe 5 Q Youand| have a very sinlar speaking pattern where we speak
6 office. That's why we like enailed him So the concern was 6 very rapidly, but it nakes it alittle bit hard to follow
7 like we want themto do sonething to act onit. And so that 7 S if you could just slowdown your speech a little hit, that
8 vas a concern. But it turns out that they already decide 8 wioul d probably be hel pful to everyhody.
9 about it and the university higher officeis like R They 9 A Sure
10 just -- they cone together. They talk about that. They 10 Q Soyou vere saying that your QE-- your --
1 deci de about that and they just played with us. 11 A (h, howl'menrolled wth the QE report.
12 How if at all, did that influence your tine in the math 12 Q That's correct.
13 Oepartnent at MBLR? 13 A Soonenight | sawthis prinary claimant Amna (ph), she was
14 How -- how -- how? 14 crying in the departnent restroom so -- and which | just ask
15 Howat all did Professor Pronislows response regarding the 15 her what is going on, and ve started to chat about the
16 QE investigation influence your feelings about your tinmein 16 things. But kind of like coupl e weeks ago sonething | had a
17 the math departrent at MBU? 17 very, very bad experience. | went to-- | mean, | vas
18 | nean, like literally | cantell easily like they would 18 assi gned some cour se assi gnnent whi ch was i npossibl e to do
19 probably say that's the case, so |'ve never visited |ike 19 that. It was something like, you know | was assigned three
20 graduate chair's office again. | never talk to themagain. 20 classes. The oneisinVells Hall. The other islikein
21 | mean, I'mkind of -- | felt that | have to protect nyself. 21 some other corner of the university. And like there are only
22 | tried to stay away from-- fromthis adnnistrative 22 20 ninutes between those two and, you know it was inpossible
VA] offices, so|'ve never visited them ['ve never ask anything VA] tomake it for me. So | went tothe office. | ask the
24 to themagain. So | was just -- you know | was just 24 graduate secretary, and she yelled to me, she shout to ne
25 protecting nysel f. 25 that I'maliar, thisisnot that big | candoit. But, you
Page 179 Page 181
1 Didyou feel that you were treated with honesty in Professor 1 know then when | conplain about it nore, she say to ne you
2 Pronislow s response to your email? Do you feel that 2 have to learn howto speak in this country. Like kind of
3 Prof essor Promi sl ow responded honestly to the email you sent 3 likeit ves like really humliating, and he -- she literally
4 asking himto take action -- 4 kicked me out fromthe office. But then they didn't put this
5 Actually it vasn't me. It was like a group of people. | was 5 issueinto the report because that's literally about not
6 on the cc. Kaveh was the person who emailed himexactly, but 6 Wlfson, the secretaries of V8l fson, so but they basically
7 | was on the cc and he like kind of emailed back to Kaveh. 7 vhatever the manner of this office exactly the sane, you
8 S vwhat ve told all together, it was honest. By that tine ve 8 know If --if -- for instance, if Keithis just making the
9 thought he is just literally like |ying when he say that the 9 secretaries, secretaries actinginthat way. So |l think that
10 deci sion nade by Terry Qurry because when vie asked Terry 10 wes that kind of experience. | shared that experience wth
1 Qurry, he said that the decision nade like left to the 11 that one. Then we start to talk about. Then we |earn about
12 Oepartment, it's not about HR  So we thought that, you know 12 the Iranian students. You know if you are fromlran, neans
13 so they are not -- it's not gonna -- it's not -- it's not -- 13 you cannot go home during the summer, whichis very
14 it's gonna change anything. The QEreport is not going to 14 traditional in terns of sumer sports. You have to have
15 change anything, so. . . 15  summer sport. You have a priority. And it turns out that
16 Did you see any differences in Vol fson after the QE report 16 Velfson didn't give any single Iranian student summer sport
17 came out? Can you characterize -- 17 by that tine. Then people start to conplain. V¢ are coning
18 |"ve never net -- |'ve never met him 18 together and talking, so it started that process, and other
19 Ae you anongst the group of people ethnically that he was 19 Iranian peopl e come out and they started to conplain about
20 found to have discrimnated against? 20 that fact. BEventually they were assigned but at the very,
21 Yes, | was. And indeed that's why | was part spreading that 21 very last mnute like, you know after they had too mich
2 report, but if you read that report, there are nany issues, 22 problens. And, for instance --
23 but the issues about me is not in that report actually 23 JUDGE VM TBECK  Can you just slow down, please?
24 because how | was participating in that report, one night | 24 Just speak a little nore slowy.
25 sawthe prinary -- 25 THE WTNESS. Gkay. |'msorry.  You can stop e
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Page 182 Page 184
1 agai n. 1 easily tell what kind of relationships ve have. |'ve
2 JUDGE WVHTBECK VeI, I'I1 try not to. 2 never -- |'ve never heen to the grad office. | didn't go.
3 A (kay. And other issues like they have funding in the 3 S| didn't feel confortable totalk to themand I didn't
4 department, |ike they have money to give the graduate 4 talk to themactually. | tried totalk to secretaries.
5 students, and in terns of that, Jon Vélfson, the graduate 5 Whfortunately some of them| also had very bad experi ences,
6 chair, like enailed group of students and calling them you 6 but, | nean, at least there were sone good people that | can
7 know to apply to this scholarship privately, and he gave 7 communi cate still.
8 this schol arship to those people, and there vere like three 8 Did this happen while Keith Pronislowwas director of the
9 peopl e, and we vere conpletely out, and he knows that 9 nath depart nent ?
10 actual |y because he al so give testimony to the Gfice of 10 Actually you know what? That's very funny because when |
1 Institutional Equity, Keith, by saying that there is sone 1 come to the math department at first, it was so peaceful
12 tie-breaking conditions. They have to pick like students. 12 place for me. There vere like a graduate chair. Hs nameis
13 Like there vere some silly things | even don't remenber. But 13 Casi mAbbas and he was extrenely kind and nice person. Hs a
14 the point is they were giving fundings to the group of 14 really nice personality. And like everything was so cool.
15 people. | nean, they are literally -- what they are doing, 15 Like still people really like him Like everybody. Like
16 they vere like that's -- like they give every kind of 16 there is no single person that can, you know -- but they
17 flexibility and they used everything, all the funds, like all 17 just -- after Keith became a chair and Jon V@l fson becane a
18 the opportunities to -- to their own people, for the people 18 graduate chair, things changed |ike so sharply. Like so
19 vho are in their group, intheir circle, and whenit comes to 19 sharply.
20 us, they used the rules to harass us, to keep us away from 20 If you could characterize the people that you thought were
21 everything, and they were extrenely rude to us. | nean, | 21 responsi bl e for creating your apprehension wth the math
22 was yelled and nany other grad students yelled in their face. 22 department, who woul d those peopl e be?
VA] This is wittenin the report openly. There are witnesses. VA] Jon Wl fson, Keith Promslow | can count other people, but
24 The graduate chair yelled on students, not only 24 | think those are the two who has the power during all those
25 discrimnating using their opportunities, but also they 25 tines and power unfortunately, you know it's enough to
Page 183 Page 185
1 are -- they vere extremely harassing. So anyway nothing 1 nani pul ate everyone, so that's why | will just blane those
2 happened of course. They kept Jon Wl fson in the office and 2 two people. If there were like some like decent people
3 they put Jeffrey Schenker between the students and the chair, 3 around or sone decent peopl e who were given some positions
4 graduate chair. But he was still the decision-maker. There 4 around |ike CasimAbbas, then things will be really
5 remain other instances that | don't renenber, but literally 5 different. Those peopl e picked the people in the departnent
6 there were |ike many other things. Like there vas -- there 6 they can easily manipulate and use in their favor and | think
7 vere students that 1've never met | read on the report, in 7 that's what happens.
8 the sane report, about things that -- like stories they cane 8 Now talking about the second instance that you brought up
9 fromSaudi Arabia, they just had to |eave just because of 9 regarding your interactions wth Professor Promslow you
10 this hassle regularly. There were |ike many other things. | 10 saidit was in conjunction with an enail that you sent, that
1 nean, but yeah. Maybe | should stop at that point. 1 you and sone other students sent. Can you please describe
12 BY M. DOKORE 12 for us the circunstances around sending that -- why you sent
13 Q Wthregards to the conplaints that were nade regarding the 13 that enail? Like tell us what brought that about.
14 discrimnation by Jon Wl fson, did you feel that adequate 14 Ckay. That's the class cancellation issue. So we were
15 protections vere taken to ensure that you felt safe going to 15 supposed to take that class. Actually we did. It said like
16 the graduate department? 16 topics class inny field and geonetry and topol ogy, so | was
17 A Ddl feel what? 17 one of the person who hel ped himto wote the notes actually.
18 Q Sfe. Didyou feel confortable being able to goto the 18 Md -- okay. It turns out howit starts for ne, | saw Luke
19 graduat e depart ment ? 19 WIliams, one of the students, they claimthat he didn't
20 A No. I've never beenin Vélfson's office. That's what I'm 20 enrol| or he didn't want to enroll or Selman's noney was not
21 saying to you. Actually after that report we vere kind of 21 enough for himto pay or like the fifth student, Luke
22 labeled. | nean, like let ne tell you one thing. Like on 22 Wilians, | sawhimin the learning center, so ve vere like,
23 the first date of these hearings | sawthe graduate chair 23 you know, we all enrolled for the class and he told ne that
24 Jeff Schenker in the elevator. Ve didn't say each other hi. 24 he just was upstairs in the graduate office. Gaduate office
25 I'ma graduate student. He's the graduate chair. You can 25 told himhe cannot enroll to that class because he has sone
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Page 186 Page 188
1 fellowship, he has to pay his own tuition. Sothat's howit 1 Mybe also to harass us. | don't know
2 starts. Then like there are many issues like, you know 2 Q Do you know how nany students were on that email?
3 going onthere. This was, by the way, before the deadline 3 A Several. Severa.
4 for sure, like before this 20 -- Getober 21st. So then there 4 Q S do you know vhen that email took place?
5 was something going on between -- there were exchanges 5 A It vas January maybe 9, because | was just checking.
6 between Selnan and the secretaries and the -- you know naybe 6 Probably sonething January. Just after the senester starts.
7 Keithand, | don't know other people, so they decided to 7 Q Andprior to that had you had the ability to check enrol | nent
8 cancel our class. Like Jon Vlfson enailed us that so 8 nunbers online for classes?
9 there's not enough student in the class so he is canceling 9 A WII, of course. | was continuously. Because | knowit's
10 the class. But let ne nention here that is atotal lie. 10 fake. 1'mtelling you there were always classes with |ess
11 There's five students rule, because as a student | know from 1 than five students. Before this like deadline or, you know
12 firsthand before and after there vere alvays classes in the 12 five students rule whatever. They are changing rules like
13 sane |evel opened wth less than five students. Even with 13 every senester. But there were alvays like five students,
14 three students. After they changed the rule. | nean, they 14 for instance, in conplex and thisis still given by Volberg.
15 played nany cards to cancel that class. The point was to 15 It'sa--it'sasenior class. Sothey didn't cancel it at
16 harass Selnan and, you know cancel our research class. They 16 that tine. It has four students, and the fifth students
17 played this NSF money card. They played that five students 17 enrol led to that class in January sonething and the fifth
18 rule card. They played that deadiine card. But they were 18 student ves Amna (ph) actually. She wes the primary
19 all fake. Wiy I'msaying that, in nath departnent everything 19 claimnt for this-- for this QEinvestigation. She
20 issoflexible. | nean, you know the faculty do what they 20 unfortunately had to | eave to the departnent because she vas
21 went. Riles are to make things suit. Ries are there to 21 not given any hearing. She was -- she was dealt in areally,
22 make the things like run snoothly, so people nornally help 22 real |y harsh way.
23 each other. They are flexible to each other. But when it VA] JUDE WVHTBEXK:  Qounsel, before you go on with
24 cones to Selman, they try to create every kind of stupid 24 this.
25 rules to cancel that class. So eventually the senester start 25 M5 DOKORE  Sure.
Page 187 Page 189
1 and there are still emails going around between those people. 1 JUDGE WVHTBECK  The emai|l fromthe students
2 You know they still claimthat they want to cancel class. 2 including this wtness, is that going to be introduced? Is
3 By the vay, let netell you normally they put these deadlines 3 there a docunent availabl e?
4 but that's their, you know explanation to the issue to make 4 M5, DOKOURE It's in our binder.
5 sure that there is no conflict between the teaching of the 5 JUDE WVHTBECK | beg your pardon?
6 graduate students and the classes. There were no conflict at 6 M5 DOKOURE It is inour binders.
7 all. Everything is acconmodated. Students were there. The 7 JUGE WV TBECK  Gould you identify it for me?
8 professor was there. Like we vere all up to take that class 8 M6, DOKORE: Hang on.
9 and those peopl e just, you know eagerly for no reason didn't 9 DR PRMSLON Can we instruct the witness not
10 want to accept class because they want to fight. They want 10 to type on her laptop while she's on the witness stand?
11 tojust, you know do something to him That was the only, | 1 THE WTNESS ' mtrying to find the email.
12 nmean, the only thing. So ve cone together and like we 12 M REFENBERG N
13 emiled him and he just, you know emailed back saying that, 13 M5 DOKORE It's okay. | canfindit.
14 oh-- | nean, it's just, you know very | would call very 14 MR REFENBERG VeIl find it fromher.
15 dishonest and, you know why does it matter. Ckay. | 15 M5, DOKOLRE  And please direct Prof essor
16 understand you are really concerned about it, but this 16 Promislownot to direct any single coment other than
17 Professor Akbul ut decided to open -- if Professor Akbul ut 17 cross-exanination to ny witness. Shaking his head, saying
18 wants, he can run reading course. He just, you know enail 18 no, no, noto ny wtness is wholly inappropriate. It is
19 inthat nanner. And Akbul ut enail himback saying that you 19 under Tabh . Wuld you like me to -- it is under Tab F.
20 are confusing here. There is a reading class we are doing 20 It's Nunber 9, but it's actually Page 8 under Tab D
21 every Friday, so thisis our research class. It wll take 21 M REFENBERG Tab ?
22 place this date, this date, that tine, that tine, students 22 M. DOKORE Yes. It'sTabDandit's the
23 are here, |'mhere, then yeah. Then they go farther steps to 23 actual eighth docunent but there's a higcircled 9 on the
24 penalize him Sothey did different -- | nean, they just 24 top.
25 used -- they just used every kind of rule to harass him 25 JUDE W TBEK  Bas in bravo?
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Page 190 Page 192
1 Ms. DOKORE I'msorry. Das in David. 1 Vs DOKORE Wiy is he asking about this now?
2 DR PRMSLOV Wiat's the nunber? 2 Thisis not appropriate. H's --
3 M5, DOKORE  The nunber on top is 9, but | 3 JUDGE WVHTBEXK  Actually it is appropriate.
4 thinkit's actually the eighth docunent. 4 She testified about both. Al 1'masking is do you have the
5 R PRMSLON | don't have 9. 5 docunent? You have one. Do you have the other?
6 Vs DOKORE | lied. It'sat TabF | 6 M5 DOKORE: V@ don't have his response to
7 skipped two tabs. M bad. 7 that, but ve have another docunent that we will enter that
8 M REFENBERG Tab F then? 8 has a response fromhis office. And | reiterate that
9 M6 DOKORE  Yes. 9 Professor Pronislow s objection to this docunent based on the
10 M REFENBERG And the nunber? 10 lack of response of himis inappropriate and it should not be
1 M5 DOKORE  The nunber at the topis 9. The 11 sustai ned.
12 nunber at the bottomis 13. 12 JUDE WH TBEK:  Look, either we have
13 R MTH s there a date onit? 13 Dr. Promislows response or we do not. Wichisit?
14 M5 DOKORE It says to whomit nay concern 14 M6 DOKORE | don't.
15 and there's all the signatures under that. 15 JUDE WA TBECK V¢ do not have it.
16 DR MTH Is there a date on this? 16 M. DOKORE It's not in our exhibits, no.
17 M6, DOKORE  Pardon? 17 JUDE WV TBEK Al right. That's all | wanted
18 MR REFENBERG Adate. Does it have a date? 18 to know
19 M5 DOKORE It doesn't appear that this copy 19 Ms. DOKORE | know Just for clarification,
20 has a date. 20 | was not addressing your concerns at all. | was addressing
21 JUDE W TBEK  And is there a response from 21 Professor Promslow s objection to this document based on
22 Dr. Promslow? 22 lack of response.
VA] M5 DOKORE I'mgoing to enter this one VA] JUDE WVHTBEK  He can't object toit yet. Ve
24 because there is -- I'msorry. |'mgoing to give her this 24 have not yet offered it as an exhibit.
25 one and we'll talk about this document because there is a 25 M5 DOKORE | know But he did object.

Page 191 Page 193
1 second docunent. 1 BY M5 DOKARE
2 JUDE WVHTBECK  VélI, but is there a response 2 Q Do you recognize this docurent? The document that | handed
3 fromDr. Pronislow? 3 you. Do you recognize it?
4 MR REFENBERG To this enil. 4 A Yes.
5 M5 DOKORE: V@ don't have that response, but 5 Q Can you describe for us what the docurent is?
6 thiswtnessis qualifiedtotestify to that response. 6 A That is the docunent that we wote -- we had to wite and we
7 THE WTNESS | do have this email. 7 had to sign to convince the chair, Keith Promslow that we
8 DR PRAMSLON I'dlike to object that we're 8 are here to take that class and please let us take the class.
9 going to discuss a document that | can't inspect? M 9 JUDE WV TBECK Al right. |'msorry. (e
10 response to this document nay be discussed without me being 10 other question. There seems to be handwitten notations on
11 ahle to see the docunent? 1 this docurent.
12 M5 DOKORE  You have the docurent in your 12 M5 DOKORE V¢ can strike those. The same we
13 binder. 13 didfor plaintiff's.
14 R PRMSLON (h, you're not going to hand it 14 JUGE WHTBECK:  Perhaps say that again.
15 toher. Ckay. Point of clarification. So the document's in 15 M5 DOKORE |'msorry. The way that ve --
16 the binder, but it's not going to be adnitted at this point? 16 the sane way that we -- okay. This docunent has two sets of
17 V5. DOKORE  You have a hinder. 17 handwritten notes on it.
18 R PRMSLON Yes. 18 JUDE WV TBECK  (ne at the top and one at the
19 M5 DOKOURE:  The docunent's in your binder. 19 hot t om
20 MR REFENBERG He's asking if the document's 20 VS DOKORE:  VélI, the nunber at the top was
21 heen adnitted yet. 21 for notation in the booklet. There's also the signatures.
2 M5, DOKORE  The docunent can't be admtted. 2 Those are actual original signatures, but the notation at the
23 She hasn't identified it yet. 23 bottomtotal of seven students can be scratched off the sane
24 DR PROMSLON And ny response to this enail, 24 vay we scratched it off.
25 isthat in the binder? 25 JUDE W TBECK Do you have that?
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Page 194

Page 196

1 R PROMSLON | haven't |ooked yet. 1 A 1 just told you the plan vas if Selnan wants he can go with
2 JUE W TBECK Do you have the docunent? 2 reading class and they canceled the class. The response
3 M. YERBK | do not have it yet. 3 sonething was like that and he forcefully -- after that,
4 JUDE WA TBECK:  But you know what to do when 4 after that point he forceful ly changed our course nunber.
5 you do get it? Wichis to strike that -- 5 M. DOKORE 1'd like to move to admt this as
6 MS. YERMAK  |"msupposed to strike it off, 6 | believe ve're labeling it FV faculty menber's first
7 extraneous material, handwitten notes. 7 exhibit.
8 M5 DOKORE That's correct. | believe she 8 R PROMSLON | just have a request that the
9 identified this docunent. 9 date be indicated, that the date of the enail be indicated
10 JUDGE WA TBECK Y. 10 vhen it's admtted for the record.
1 M5 DOKORE (Ckay. Then I'll nove on from 1 MR REFENBERG Yeah. Can you do that?
12 there. 12 M. YERVAK  Yes.
13 JUGE W TBEK Do you wish to admt it? 13 R PROMSLON And just remind us what the date
14 M5 DOKOLRE  Not yet. But | will. 14 is.
15 BY M. DOKARE 15 THE WTNESS Do you want e to say the date of
16 Q Ganyou tell me do you recognize the signatures? You need to 16 the email? [t's probably January sonething |ike maybe 9 or
17 sit. I'msorry. 17 around that point. You can find out. 2015.
18 A Dol have tosit? 18 R PRMSLON Thank you. Then | have no
19 Q I think so. 19 obj ection.
20 A Sopeople don't like see me, so | want themto see ne. 20 MARKED FCR | DENTI FI CATI Qv
21 Q Does anybody mind if she stands? 21 FACLTY MEVBRR EHBIT 1
22 THE WTNESS  That's for them not for ne. Do 22 4:24 p.m
VA] you vant ne to stand up? Do you nind if | stand up? VA] Vs DOKORE:  I'mgoing to give the witness
24 R SMTH Ether way. 24 what is the contents of the sane tab, so Tab F, and it is the
25 THE WTNESS Al right. Maybe that's easier 25 page that's denmarcated with nunber 11 at the top.
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1 for you. 1 M REFENBERG (rcled 11?7
2 BY M5 DAKARE 2 M. DOKORE  VYes.
3 Q Do you recognize the signatures that are on this document? 3 BY M. DOKARE
4 A Yes. 4 Q Do you recognize this docurent?
5 Q Hwnany signatures appear on this docunent? 5 A Yes.
6 A Sxwitten signatures and the seventh student was not in -- 6 Q Canyouidentify this docunent, please?
7 in--it'snot seen by that tine, and he sent his willingness 7 A | mean, that is a docunent that just before the semester
8 for the class inan enail, sowe put his nane. 8 starts we don't want any -- any conflict between our
9 MR RE FENBERG Wi ch student is that? 9 scheduling the class. In case of conflict | wote on behal f
10 THE WTNESS. Wi Fan. 10 of all these five students to the secretary, Britta, whois
11 M. DOKORE It's the first nane. 11 the one vho al so kicked ne fromthe office and yelled at ne,
12 MR REFENBERG And do you have any idea when 12 so | wote to like graduate secretary and ask her to consi der
13 this was dated? 13 our class, please, and be careful about our teaching
14 M5 DOKORE That's what | vas going to ask 14 assi gnrents.
15 her. 15 Q  Wo assigned your teaching assi gnments?
16 BY M. DOKQRE 16 A The graduate chair and the graduate secretaries. | guess the
17 Q Do you recal | when this email was sent to -- first of all, 17 graduate chair is the kind of --
18 let's address. Do you know who this document wes sent to? 18 Q Soisit inportant for themto understand your course |oad as
19 A Wo this document is sent? 19 el [? Vigul d they have to know what your course load is in
20 Q Yes. Wodidthis group of people send this docunent to? 20 order to be able to assign teaching assi gnments?
21 A Luke email this docunent to Keith. 2l A Qur -- yeah. C course. C course.
22 Q \Vére you cc'd on the enail? 22 Q Canyoutell me vhat the date of this email is?
23 A Véwerecc'd | mean, | don't have this on the cc but on the 23 A It's Novenber 5.
24 reply | have. 24 Q  Wich year?
25 Q And what was Professor Promislow s response? 25 A 2015
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1 Q 2015 or 20147 1 Q Soyousent this email ten days -- or 15 days after the

2 A (h It's 2014 I'mvery sorry. Yeah. Just starting 2 course cancel lation enail with five students onit. Is the

3 January 2015. That's 2014. 3 response to that email shown on here?

4 Q CGanyou renind me again when did you receive an email stating 4 A | don't remenber.

5 that the class was cancel ed? 5 Q Gnyoureadit off -- isit onthe docunent that you were

6 A (h. That vas on sonething Gctober. | don't know Like 6 provided, the response? |'msorry. M questionis wong.

7 Qctober -- ate Cctober. 7 Wiat wes your email in response to?

8 Q Soif youhad to characterize the tine between receiving this 8 A Actually the email that's saying that they are going to start

9 enai | and these one -- these students expressing their 9 these assi gnments soon, so they went us to make -- yeah. You

10 concerns about the class, how many days is that about? 10 have to do -- oh, yeah. They are saying that literally they

11 A Like alnmost ten to 15 days something. 1 are going to nake this class assignment, so we have to nake

12 Q And how many students are you witing on behal f of ? 12 our final choices about the classes because they don't want

13 A Fve 13 any, you know conflict.

14 Q And are any of these five students the sane students that 14 Q Canyouread the last line of that email that's dated

15 vere on the letter that vas adnitted previously? 15 Novenber 3rd, 2014?

16 A They were all inthat letter. 16 A "If you haven't signed up for your classes yet, you will have

17 MR REFENBERG Do we have a copy of that email 17 to do so today or tomorrow"

18 cancel ing the cl ass? 18 Q Inyour understanding, does that indicate people vere still

19 IR MTH Ve do. It'sin here soneplace. | 19 swtching inand out of classes?

20 read it. 20 A Yes.

21 Vs DOKORE V¢ do have it. It's in there. 21 Q Vésit still possible to change your course at this tine?

2 But ve don't have it . . . 2 A Forsure

23 BY M5 DOKORE 23 M5 DOKOQRE I'd like to move to have this

24 Q Utinately -- 24 adntted as FM2.

25 A There are external students besides those five students and 25 R MTH Thisis the one that has 11 at the
Page 199 Page 201

1 let ne tell you about those two students also. The oneis 1 top?

2 V¢i Fan. He wes a graduate student of Selman Akbulut. He 2 MS. DOKORE It is. Hearing no objection.

3 vas not alloved to enroll the classes because he was not 3 R PRAMSLON | have no objection.

4 assigned teaching by that time. Actually, to be honest, the 4 MARKED FCR | DENTI FI CATI Qv

5 graduate office supposed to be flexible and consider himas a 5 FACLTY MEVBRR EHBIT 2

6 possi bl e student but they will not. And the sixth -- seventh 6 431 p.m

7 student was Shu-man. Shu-man al so was -- shows interest and 7 BY M5 DOKORE

8 vie ask her, okay, | think the student -- she was a new 8 Q Qverall with regards to the concerns we've addressed and the

9 students office main al so and they were working on sonething 9 two emails you just testified to regarding the course that

10 together by that time and Shu-man tried to register but she 10 you and other students vere trying to take that was

1 vas the one they let inlate and her request was returned, 1 ultinately kept canceled, what, if any, feelings did you have

12 like, you know declined fromthe graduate office. They said 12 about the departnent as a result of your interactions wth

13 that they cannot -- they cannot approve her override because 13 regards to this class?

14 she vas one day |ate. 14 A | nean, it was clear to us they are -- they are doing

15 M REFEBERG Can you focus her testinony 15 everything on purposely and they are attacking kind of to

16 with questions, please? 16 Selman and they sacrifice our research and it was -- | mean,

17 M5 DOKOQRE | can. But | wanted to object. 17 ve tried, but they were -- they vere not really hearing us.

18 Alittleof it's being directed to that. Professor Promslow 18 Q Ddyou feel like they took the concerns of the students

19 had a w tness Matthew Hedden who testified, and |'mnot 19 regarding your courses -- |'msorry. Dd you feel that they

20 exaggerating, we can look at the record, he testified 20 vere taking the concerns of the graduate students seriously?

21 45 ninutes straight wthout being asked a question yesterday. 2L A Not at al.

2 There were at |east three witnesses who testified for over 22 Q Ddyoufeel like Professor Pronislowwhen you sent that

23 ten minutes wthout being asked a question. | wll do ny 23 enai | to himaddressed your concerns truthfully?

24 best to keep us on track with that being said. 24 A N

25 BY M5 DOKORE 25 Q Wen you sent that email to Professor Promslow did you feel
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1 that your concerns and the concerns of the other six students 1 sure exactly why, it appears that two students --

2 on that enail were addressed at all? 2 THE WTNESS.  He's secretive. You shoul d ask

3 A Notatal. 3 him Promslow Yeah.

4 Q Utimtely do you know how many students took this -- the 4 Vs DOKORE: You can't do that. |'msorry.

5 reading course that Professor Akbul ut taught? 5 THE WTNESS  ['msorry. Yeah. (kay.

6 A It'snot areading course. It's -- they changed the 6 VS DOKORE  Yes. That's why there's sone

7 nunbering, but it was -- it was a reading course. It wes 7 confusi on how ve characterize this because Prof essor

8 Mith 996, topics in topology. Ve did what we were pronised. 8  Promslow deci ded how he was going to assign the credits and

9 Q And how nany students -- 9 the course | oads for people after the class al ready began.

10 A Fvestudents. It started with five students and it ended up 10 M REFENBERG o this course that was taught

1 wth exactly these five students and those five students are 11 in substitution --

12 fromthe group, those seven peopl e who wote, and plus two 12 R SMTH It was a reading course.

13 visiting faculty all during the time visiting to Mchigan 13 M5 DOKORE  Yeah. This course --

14 Sate Lhiversity, they vere participating actively. 14 MR REFENBERG  You said one wes two and one

15 JUDE WV TBEK  I'msorry. | have to adnit 15 wes three.

16 it's confusing again. | understood there was a reading 16 M5 DOKORE o what happened -- and | don't

17 cour se. 17 really want to get into this because people wll testify and

18 M5 DOKQLRE VI, | think, and | don't want 18 people in the defense will testify about what happened

19 to speak for anybody, but | think that her testinony was not 19  because Professor Promslow has the ability to testify. Wit

20 that it wasn't classified as a reading course but that it 20 actual Iy happened was -- and this is what we've been saying

21 vasn't a reading course. 21 al aong. Thiswvas ondirect. Is that Mith 996 was

22 THE WTNESS  The reading course somet hing 22 canceled. Professor Akbul ut taught the class anyways and

VA] different. They changed our nunbering. 23 Professor Promslow characterized it to give the students

24 Vs DOKORE  (ne second. (e second. 24 credit as areading course. And what this gentlenan just

25 JUDGE W TBECK  Let's try to be consistent with 25 saidisthat he gave some of thema reading course credit in
Page 203 Page 205

1 what we're talking ahout here. There was a reading course; 1 one nath and course nunber and he gave three of themreading

2 right? 2 courses -- or provided under a different course number.

3 M. DOKORE | nean, their contentionis that 3 MR REFENBERG But vere they in the same

4 it was areading course. Qur statement this whole tinme has 4 course?

5 been and peopl e have testified, including their wtness 5 VS DOKORE:  They were. They all took the

6 Matthew Hedden, that it was actually taught as a real course. 6 sane class.

7 JUDGE VI TBECK  Ckay. |'mreally much narrower 7 M REFENBERG And heard the sane infornation

8 than that. 8 fromthe sane person?

9 M5 DOKORE  Sure. 9 M5 DOKORE That's correct. Yes. They're

10 JUDE WV TBECK  She's assigning a course nunber 0 al...

11 toit. Vés there a course nunber assigned? 1 DR PRAMSLON Can | just give a one-word point

12 M5 DOKOURE:  The course nunber 99 is the 12 of clarification? V¢ generate something called shadow

13 course nunber that was associated with the class that was 13 courses for a technical reason, so there was a reading class

14 cancel ed. 14 and then a shadow class, and | can explain why it was, but --

15 JUDGE WH TBEGK:  Does the reading course have a 15 M5 DOKOLRE  But all five people, regardl ess

16  course nunber? 16 of how Professor Promslowwould like to characterize how he

17 M5 DOKORE |'msure it does. | don't know 17 created the course descriptions, all five people and plus two

18 R MTH My | speak? 18 visiting professors took the sane class.

19 M6 DOKOLRE  Sure. 19 R SMTH But the five students that vere

20 JUDE W TBEK O course. 20 enrolled in what vas the course content of 996 ended up in

21 DR SMTH Mith 990 was taught that senester 21 890 and 990 that senester?

22 vith three students. Math 890 wes taught that semester -- 2 M5 DOKORE That's correct.

23 THE WTNESS.  Yes. 23 DR SMTH Thank you.

24 R MTH Sothere vere five students total in 24 M6 DOKORE  You're wel cone.

25 the reading course. But for some reason two of them I'mnot 25 MR REFENBERG Just trying to clarify.
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1 NS DOKORE | know | know \é're just 1 vhat factors would have contributed to that?
2 trying to nake sure we're all talking about the sane thing. 2 A PhD isaready really hard. | mean, it's -- it'sreally
3 | getit. 3 hard. So you are coning fromforeign country, you have no
4 R SMTH But it is confusing on our end. 4 connections here, you're kind of a one and weak and you have
5 M5 DOKORE | nean, | understand it's 5 to -- you know you have many chal | enges. Your first year
6 confusing. It's confusing to try to address it fromthis 6 you are taking qualifying classes and then you have to
7 side of the table too. |'mtrying to renenber where we were 7 produce research. Then you have to apply to jobs. | nean,
8 at. 8 there are nany, many chal lenging things going on and you have
9 BY M. DOKORE 9 towork really hard and it's really stressful, and if Selnan
10 Q I think we were talking specifically about the course itself, 10 vas not around, | don't think I could have done because |
1 so let's go there. How nany people took the course? Hw 1 knew fromthe firsthand that other people had to |eave. |
12 nany peopl e took this course? 12 nean, not because they were not able to finish. They vere
13 A Fve 13 not able to get Ph.D nathenatics. For instance, Anina (ph),
14 Q Hwnany people -- were al of themgraduate students? 14 | mean, she was treated really, really badly by these people
15 A Yes. 15 and she had to leave, but she's a Ph.D fromUhiversity of
16 Q Did anybody el se take the course that wasn't a graduate 16 Mssouri right nowand she's graduated |ike at the sane year
17 student ? 17 with ne. So she was able to do that. She had the capacity.
18 A Twovisiting faculty, one fromJapan, one fromlran. 18 But, you know when people are so hostile to you -- for
19 Q Andif you could characterize the content of this course in 19 instance, can | elaborate alittle hit? For instance, like
20 relation to the inportance to your work, how would you 20 if you're not welcome to the seminars -- for instance, like
21 characterize that? 21 Efie Kalfagianni. She was given the noney by Keith to
22 A Qur -- al these five graduate students and one of the 22 organi ze the geometry and topol ogy seminars in the
VA] visiting faculty fromJapan, his research vas closely tied to VA] department, and she was the organizer. o the semnars are
24 that course, and all our research projects and our thesis 24 inportant for us because speakers comes to that semnar, so,
25 closely depends on Akbulut and this course. In fact, | wll 25 | mean, it's the only chance for us to cone together to meet

Page 207 Page 209
1 be giving lecture in Harvard this senester and I'll be using 1 with these speakers and they go -- people go to dinner to
2 notes fromthis course. 2 interact and talk math, whatever, so there's a funding in the
3 Q If you could characterize the inportance or the influence of 3 department which was given in the last two years to Efiein
4 Prof essor Akbul ut"s contribution to your tine at MU how 4 the departnent. Efie doesn't talk toneat all. | mean,
5 woul d you characterize it? 5 when she sees ne, she |ooks other side. So nowl'ma
6 A It's priceless. 6 graduate student and I' mexpected to participate and |
7 Q If you conpared -- if you could conpare Professor Akbulut's 7 participated and | didit, but somehow you know when people
8 influence on your tine at MU versus vhat we've al ready 8 like, you know when peopl e around, you're sharing the same
9 tal ked about happening at MU with regards to your 9 things, that kind of nakes you stronger, so | felt mch nore
10 experiences in the grad department itself, how would you -- 10 stronger and sone of that. So even though | knewthat | was
1 coul d you conpare those two things? 1 not wel come but | went, and because Sel nan was al so goi ng,
12 A Doyouwant me-- I"'msorry. |'mclarifying. Do you want ne 12 you know that talks, and it was kind of encouragenent for
13 to conpare the -- Selnan's contribution to ny tine at MU and 13 ne. It gives me strength to be. It was not easy.
14 the other things? 14 Q You nentioned Professor Kalfagianni in the statement you nade
15 Q Yes. 15 and how she didn't make you feel welcone. How closely
16 A That's going on around; right? 16 related is her specialty, for lack of a better word, because
17 Q  Yes. 17 that's sort of alayman's term how closely related is her
18 A | nean, if Selnan vas not around, if | was one of the other 18 research or specialty to what you were studying?
19 graduate students Iike Amna (ph) or, you know other people 19 A Inthe basic level, sowe speak a simlar |anguage.
20 who had to leave, like fromSaudi Arabia or fromlran, if | 20 That's -- that's | guess all. | mean, | took many classes
21 was one of them | couldn't -- | don't think | could -- | 21 fromEfie, by the vay, and, | mean, | was always respecting
2 could -- | could have finished ny Ph.D. That was not 2 her but somehow suddenl y she changed her manner. | mean, we
23 possible. He was so supportive. | nean, like . . . 23 are inthe sane field. | took classes fromher. | took like
24 Q If Selman was not here and you're saying that you coul dn't 24 topics classes fromher. | sit in her class.
25 finish -- you wouldn't have been able to finish your Ph.D, 25 Q Sowould you characterize your treatment by Efie
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1 Kal fagi anni, Professor Kalfagianni, as being one of the 1 A M tueet vas about the corruption at Mchigan Sate
2 reasons you were not confortable at ML? 2 Whiversity. M thought wes -- okay. M -- ny -- | vas
3 A | cansay that. Yes. 3 trying to nention -- | literally said that the person, the
4 R PROMSLON¥ You said what was -- can you 4 secretary, it's Beth, she vas also testifying today here,
5 repeat the answer? |'msorry. 5 Beth was kind of doing some dirty things for admnistrators
6 THE WTNESS: | think she asked ne if thisis 6 and somehow they -- she got -- she got promoted. Like when |
7 one of the reason that | don't feel confortable at MU | 7 sawthat, | knewthat her contributions to the previous E
8 said yes. 8 investigation, and she was also in one occasion very rude to
9 BY M. DOKORE 9 ne. She cancel ed ny own research fellowship that she -- she
10 Q Can you characterize or can you conpare Professor Akbulut's 10 restored, and | had sone bad interaction with her, and she
1 contribution to your research in contrast wth Professor 1 nade real |y disgusting conments about another graduate
12 Hedden, who you testified was your advisor's contribution to 12 student, and she wote a letter to Professor Sel man Akbul ut,
13 your research? 13 so | thought this was a coincidence, and she get rewarded.
14 A | caneasily say that | was easily talking to Mtthewwth 14 She got award fromQollege of Natural Science as
15 Selman, so his -- his contribution -- | nean, ny advisor 15 distinguished staff award while she was extremely hostile to
16 contributed, too, but Selman's contribution was | guess 16 ne, to another Iranian graduate students and to Selnan
17 hi gher. 17 Acbul ut, and | thought that, you know that's kind of --
18 Q  Wen you emailed Professor Pronislow regarding the course 18 that"s kind of corruption.
19 that he vas attenpting to -- that he had canceled or that had 19 Q I'mgoing to showyou a document. The document |'m show ng
20 been canceled for the spring of 20 -- |'msorry, spring of 20 her has already been adnitted. |'mgoing to show you a
21 2015, did you feel confortable to go to your advisor and ask 21 docunent. It is labeled as CP-65. It isin charging party's
22 himfor assistance? 22 binder 11.S12. For the record, can you describe the docurent
23 A Aoout this issue? VA] that's in front of you?
24 Q Yes. 24 A | tueeted about Beth's acconplishnent at MU | nean, she --
25 A That was -- probably | assigned himas ny advisor after that. 25 she --

Page 211 Page 213
1 Ckay. | only -- once | communicate wth ny advisor about 1 Q That's okay. That's fine.
2 those issues. | knowthat | wes in trouble and this trouble 2 A Gay. She-- sorry.
3 isgonna go like long, so | just vent to ny advisor and ask 3 Q | just vented you to identifyit.
4 himcoul d you pl ease -- | mean, can we please -- okay. Those 4 A (kay. That's ny tueet and Selnan's retwveet.
5 are the things that 1'mnot sure -- I'min right nowand 5 Q (Ckay. That's Selman's retweet of your tweet. Sojust for
6 they're not pleasant things. Can we please keep our 6 the record, the Twitter handle EylemZeliha, that's your
7 relationship professional and not talk about that kind of 7 Twitter handle; correct?
8 things, and he was respectful. So ve never talked about that 8 A (Qorrect.
9 things. So | wasn't confortable, but ny only concern vas, 9 Q (kay. Just sothat we're -- | just wanted to identify the
10 you know if they really kind of damaged ny relationship with 10 docunent properly. Is this the tweet that subjected you to
1 ny advisor, it was -- it was a really big concern, but then 1 an QE investigation at ML?
12 it didn't happen, so. . . 12 A Yes.
13 Q Vére you recently the subject of an QE report regarding 13 Q Inyour tveet didyou-- are you famliar wth the terns like
14 tueets that you made on Twtter? 14 tag and at or hashtag?
15 A Say again 15 A I'mfamliar wth tag, hashtag, at.
16 Q | said were you recently subjected to an QE investigation 16 Q DOdyoutag any -- sorry.
17 involving -- 17 JUDGE WHTBEXK  |'msorry. Her tweet is what
18 A (O yes. 18 inthis?
19 Q Let ne finish the whole question just so the record's there. 19 M5 DOKOURE It's the bottomportion where it
20 Resul ting fromtuweets that you nade on Twitter? | was just 20 says BylemZeliha and then there's like the at synbol and it
21 trying to finish the question. \ére you subjected to an QE 21 says EylemZeliha. It's like the document itself is an
2 investigation resulting fromtweets that you made on Twitter? 2 inel oquent representation of what Twitter looks like. But
23 A Yes. 23 it's the bottomportion.
24 Q And can you tell meif you knowwhat's the subject -- can you 24 JUGE WV TBECK  |'msorry.  Could you just
25 kind of explain? 25 identify again the tueet?
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1 M. DOKORE SQure. It's everything that comes 1 STATE CF MCHGAN )
2 like next to and bel ow the words Eyl em Zeli ha. )ss
3 JUDE VM TBEK S0 this i's her twest? 2 CONTY GF wame )
4 "Koivisto's acconpli shments nunber sign MU " 8
5 V& DOKORE Hashlag, yes, VRU 4 | certify that this transcript, consisting of 216
6 JUDGE WA TRECK O<ay. 5 pages, is a conplete, true, and correct transcript of the

6 Di sm ssal for Cause Hearing and testinony taken in this
7 i bN[E”illKOJEt Back thzn :\e c;alh! ed that the , hear i ng on August 21, 2015,
8 pound sign, but they've got newwords for things now = N AD
9 BY M DOKAFE S T Cheri L, (P(/)/m
ﬁ Q Wen ZOU sent this tweet, did youtag M. Koivistointhis 1 Gheri L. Poplin, CSR 5132, RPR ORR
theet 11 OBrien & Bails

12 A Not at a“’ no. 12 141 East M chigan, Suite 206
13 Q DOdyoutag MUinthis tweet? 13 Kal amazoo, M 49007
14 A Thereisnotaginthis tueet. 14 1- 800- 878- 8750
15 Q [I'msorry? 15 My Cormission expires: 8-21-2025
16 A N 16
17 Q Ddyouintend -- was it your purpose for sending this tweet 17
18 to -- for professor -- for M. Koivistoto seeit? 18
19 A N 19
20 Q Utinately what was the outcome of the investigation, the QE 20
21 i nvesti gati on? 21
22 A It doesn't violate the Mchigan Sate Uhiversity's 22
23 anti-discrimnation rules and whatever, something like that. 23
24 Q Vére you assessed any penal ties? 24
5 A N 25

Page 215
1 Q Wre you found to have cormtted any infractions?
2 A N
3 MS. DOKORE: | have no further questions for
4 this witness.
5 DR PRMSLON So we have five mnutes; is that
6 correct?
7 M REFENBERG | don't know Yes. V¢ have
8 five mnutes.
9 DR PRMSLOV Shall | go for five minutes or
10 should we do it tomorrow?
1 MR REFENBERG It strikes me that you're
12 probabl y not going to ask questions that wll take five
13 ninutes to answer.
14 R PROMSLON | inagine it wll take more than
15 five mnutes to --
16 MR REFENBERG  Then we shoul d cone back
17 tomorrow at noon and start with your cross.
18 R PROMSLON And we should al | eat Iunch
19 hef ore.
20 MR REFENBERG Al right. Let's stop.
21 (At 4:55 p.m, hearing adj ourned)
2
23
24
25
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Exhibits

Exhibit CP-61
Exhibit CP-62
Exhibit CP-63
Exhibit CP-64
Exhibit CP-65
Exhibit CP-66
Exhibit FM-1

Exhibit FM-2

#

#MSU 91:13

$

$10,000 99:14,
18

$100,000
85:13,16

$48,000 85:16

$5,000 101:13
103:21 104:4
116:17

1 101:7 196:21
1-2 124:11
100,000 85:15
10:12 27:11
10:16 28:10,11
10:22 32:2
10:23 32:3
10:24 32:16,17
10:29 35:11
10:37 39:19

11 13:12 35:16
99:24,25
196:25 197:1
200:25

11.11G 1126
11.23 28:853:8

11.N6 13:8
93:7,12

11.S11 35:14
60:22

11.S12 91:6
212:22

11:10 64:15
11:20 64:14
11:23 64:16
11:40 76:16
11:41 76:17,19
11:42 77:23
11:43 77:24
11:50 82:19,20

11b 82:25
99:22 116:24

11D 88:13
11F 31:25
11H 89:20
12 21:577:20
12:04 89:18
12:06 90:22
12:11 93:3
12:36 108:23
13 190:12

13.1.D 77:22
95:7

13.1F 110:4

15 198:11
200:1

16 78:21
119:25

17 27:20,24
45:21

17th 110:13
18 93:21

1994 110:2
1:31 108:24

109:1

1:42 114:8
1:54 1225
1:55 122:6,21

2 84:8,9101:7
201:5

20 38:1339:6
79:4 153:18
180:22 186:4
210:20

2000 134:21
2002 27:20
2008 62:20,21

2012 62:11
132:10

2013 27:19,23
174:22

2014 85:9
113:4 114:19
116:10 137:1
198:1,2,3
200:15

2015 28:6
45:17 82:9,10,
15 134:22
135:14,18
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